DEPARTMENT OF

i, CORRECTIONS

ARA POUTAMA AOTEARDA

16 May 2019 C107136

Kate Mcintyre
fyi-request-10102-00900550@requests.fyi.org.nz

Téna koe Ms Mclntyre

Thank you for your email of 12 April 2019, requesting information about prison
visits and visitor applications. Your request has been considered under the
Official Information Act 1982 (OIA).

Visits by whanau and friends are important to help prisoners maintain family
and social relationships, and positive family support increases a prisoner’s
chance of successfully reintegrating into the community when they are
released.

Prison visitors must apply to be an approved visitor of a prisoner. This includes
all children under 18 years of age. People who want to visit must first fill out a
visitor application form, which is followed by security checks.

Visits must be booked in advance. Visiting hours vary across all prisons, and
generally depend on which unit the prisoner is in. In some circumstances,
special visits can be arranged, for example, family visiting from overseas or due
to the bereavement of a loved one.

You have requested:

1. The total number of prison visits per annum, as far back as records
permit.

2. The total number of prison visits per annum broken down by facility, as
far back as records permit.

Corrections started collating data relating to the number of prison visits in 2000.
The information you have requested is provided as Appendix One.
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3. The total number of visitor applications per annum, as far back as
records permit. Please break this down by outcome of applications (i.e.
successful, declined, efc.).

Corrections changed the way it recorded this data in 2007. Therefore we are
only able to provide data for the period 2008 to 2018. This is attached as
Appendix Two.

4. The total number of people currently registered as approved visitors.

The information you request does not currently exist in a form that can be
readily supplied to you, and would instead require initiation of a project to
extract, analyse and present the data in the form requested.

Therefore, this part of your request is declined under section 18(g) of the OIA,
as the information requested is not held by Corrections, and we have no
grounds for believing it is held by another agency or is more closely connected
with the functions of another agency.

Please note the Ombudsman has advised that information is not considered to
be held by an agency in instances where a request necessitates research or
analysis of source data in order to generate fresh information in a form different
from that in which the base data is held.

| trust the information provided is of assistance. Should you have any concerns
with this response, | would encourage you to raise these with Corrections.
Alternatively you are advised of your right to also raise any concerns with the
Office of the Ombudsman. Contact details are: Office of the Ombudsman, PO
Box 10152, Wellington 6143.

Nga mihi nui
Y
/

Rachel Leota
National Commissioner
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Appendix Two — Number and status of visitor applications for the period 2008 to

2018
Application Year Approved Declined
2008 31,443 3,442
2009 31,5619 2,966
2010 29,291 3,026
2011 22,622 2,235
2012 22,196 2,503
2013 21,495 2,029
2014 21,310 2,092
2015 22,475 1,742
2016 24,969 1,865
2017 24,915 1,438
2018 22,516 1,291
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