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19 June 2019

Chris Bishop
MP for Hutt South

Christopher.Bishop@parliament.govt.nz
REF: OIA-5016

Dear Chris
Request made under the Official Information Act 1982

Thank you for your email of 18 April 2019 requesting the following information under the Official
Information Act 1982 (the Act):

e All correspondence (including emails and letters) to and from the NZTA from parties
external to NZTA relating to the Melling Interchange improvement project since
September 2017.

o All emails between NZTA staff relating to the Melling Interchange improvement project
since September 2017.

On 30 April 2019 you refined your request as follows:

o All correspondence (including emails and letters) to and from the NZTA from Councils,
MPs, lobby groups, or businesses relating to the Melling Interchange improvement
project since January 2019.

o All emails to/from CE and tier 2 managers relating to the Melling Interchange
improvement project since January 2019.

The documents in scope and their release status are outlined in the Document Schedule
attached to this letter.

Please note that some information has been withheld under sections 9(2)(a) and 9(2)(g)(i) of
the Act to protect the privacy of natural persons and the free and frank expression of opinions
between employees of any department in the course of their duty. We are also refusing your
request in relation to three documents (1, 6 and 17) as these documents are correspondence
between yourself and the Transport Agency which you already hold copies of, under section
18(d) of the Act.

With respect to the information that has been withheld, | do not consider there are any other
factors which would render it desirable, in the public interest, to make the information available.



Under section 28 of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review my decision to
withhold some information and to refuse parts of this request. The contact details for the
Ombudsman can be located at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.

If you would like to discuss this reply with the Transport Agency, please contact Leisa Coley,
Manager Ministerials, by email to leisa.coley@nzta.govt.nz or by phone on SEIEIEIIEE-

Yours sincerely

Kevin Reid
Senior Manager System Design



OIA-5016 Document Schedule
All correspondence (including emails and letters) to and from the NZTA from Councils, MPs, lobby groups, or businesses relating to the Melling

Interchange improvement project since January 2019.

landowner (Business) #2

REF | Document name Date For Information being withheld/reason for withholding
release?

1. NZT-3533 Letter from Michael Stiassny, NZTA | 14/01/2019 No As this information is already held by you, we are refusing this part of your
Chair, to Chris Bishop MP request under section 18(d) of the Act.

2. Emails between Rachel Dahlberg, NZTA, and 01/03/2019 Yes Released in full.
Sue Faulkner, GWRC

3. Email from Sue Faulkner, GWRC, to NZTA re 13/03/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the
geotechnical communications privacy of natural persons.

4. Emails between Sue Faulkner, GWRC, and 13/03/2019 Yes Released in full.
Rachel Dahlberg, NZTA

S. Emails between the NZTA and Sue Faulkner, 14/03/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the
GWRC privacy of natural persons.

6. NZT-3780 Correspondence between Chris 28/03/2019 No As this information is already held by you, we are refusing this part of your
Bishop MP and Michael Stiassny NZTA Chair | 16/04/2019 request under section 18(d) of the Act.

7. Emails from Roger Burra, NZTA, to the GWRC | 08/04/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the
and others privacy of natural persons.

8. Meeting invitation: to discuss the upcoming 16/04/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the
meeting between HCC, GWRC and Minister privacy of natural persons.
Twyford

9. Email from Rachel Dahlberg, NZTA, to Sue 17/04/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the
Faulkner GW Council privacy of natural persons.

10. | Eddie Anand's (NZTA) letter to the affected 17/04/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the
landowner (Business) privacy of natural persons.

11. Eddie Anand's (NZTA) letter to the affected 17/04/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the

privacy of natural persons.




and Mayor Wayne Guppy and Michael
Stiassny NZTA Chair

12. | Email from Emma Speight, Director Regional 17/04/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the
Relationships, NZTA, to the Mayors and privacy of natural persons.
Councillors

13. | Email from the NZTA to the affected 17/04/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the
landowners privacy of natural persons.

14. | Eddie Anand's, NZTA, letter to the Business #3 | 17/04/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the

privacy of natural persons.

15. | NZT-3875 Correspondence between Cameron | 24/04/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the
Evans, President of BRIA Association, and 24/05/2019 privacy of natural persons.
Emma Speight, Regional Director, NZTA

16. | Email from Rachel Dahlberg, NZTA, to Sue 30/04/2019 Yes | Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the
Faulkner, GWRC privacy of natural persons.

17. | NZT-3892 Correspondence between John 30/04/2019 No As this information is already held by you, we are refusing this part of your
Milford, Chris Bishop MP, Mayor Ray Wallace | 29/05/2019 request under section 18(d) of the Act.

All emails to/from CE and tier 2 managers relating to the Melling Interchange improvement project since January 2019.

Mark Ratcliffe CE

REF | Document name Date For Information being withheld/reason for withholding
release?
18. | Emails between Raewyn Bleakley GM and 14/02/2019 Yes Personal details have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) to protect the

privacy of natural persons. Information has also been withheld under
section 9(2)(g)(i) of the Act, to protect the free and frank expression of
opinions between employees of any department in the course of their duty




Jurgita Klein

From: Rachel Dahlberg

Sent: Friday, 1 March 2019 1:42 PM
To: ‘Sue Faulkner'

Subject: RE: Melling Interchange Update
Thanks...

From: Sue Faulkner <Sue.Faulkner@gw.govt.nz>

Sent: Friday, 1 March 2019 1:21 PM

To: Alistair Allan <Alistair.Allan@gw.govt.nz>; Eddie Anand <Eddie.Anand@nzta.govt.nz>; Rachel Dahlberg
<Rachel.Dahlberg@nzta.govt.nz>

Subject: Fwd: Melling Interchange Update

FY( guys this just came through.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Chris Bishop <chris.bishop@national.org.nz>
Date: 1 March 2019 at 1:08:22 PM NZDT

To: Sue Faulkner <sue.faulkner@gw.govt.nz>
Subject: Melling Interchange Update

Dear Sue --

I’'m writing to give you a quick update on the proposed new Melling Interchange, a critical
project for the Hutt.

1 wish | could write with good news, but | can’t.

Last year Lpresented my petition to the New Zealand Transport Agency asking them to fund
the project; and it went to the NZTA Board for a decision in December.

Sincethen there has been radio silence from NZTA and the government. In fact it's worse
than that — the Hutt News reported this week that the Hutt City Council's draft annual plan
states that the Melling bridge has been "pushed back one year".

You may remember that the previous National-led Government committed to fast-tracking the
new interchange, but the project was ‘re-evaluated’ in May last year following the Government
Policy Statement on Transport.



Now in late February 2019 we still have no certainty over whether the project will
happen or not, and when.

It's just totally unacceptable. The new interchange is a key part of the RiverLink project, which
is focused on making better use of our wonderful Hutt River, upgrading its flood protection
and transforming the Hutt CBD. Without improvements at Melling being funded, the whole
RiverLink project is at risk.

You can rest assured | will keep pushing for this important project and as soon as | hear
news, I'll let you know.

Kind regards

Chris Bishop
MP for Hutt South

This email was sent to sue faulkner@gw.qovt.nz. We believe that email is one of the best ways to stay in touch with our members & supporters, but
you can click here if you would like to unsubscribe fromthese messages.

If you're not interested in continuing to receive emailupdates, there are other ways to stay connected. You can follow us on Facebook or Twitter.
Authorised by G Hamilton, 41 Pipitea St, Wellington:

Privacy Policy | Unsubscribe

ATTENTION: This correspondence is confidential and intended for the named recipient(s) only. If you are not the
named recipient and receive this correspondence in error, you must not copy, distribute or take any action in
reliance on it and you shoeuld delete it from your system and notify the sender immediately. Unless otherwise
stated, any views or opinions expressed are solely those of the author, and do not represent those of the
organisation.






Jurgita Klein

From: Sue Faulkner <Sue Faulkner@gw.govt.nz>

Sent: Wednesday, 13 March 2019 4.03 PM

To: Rachel Dahlberg

Cc: Joel Rowan

Subject: RE: RiverLink discovery race poaters and selfie frames

Thanks Rachel, | made those changes to the flyer. The poster has gone to print.

Cheers Sue

From: Rachel Dahlberg [mailto:Rachel.Dahlberg@nzta.govt.nz]
Sent: Wednesday, 13 March 2019 2:44 p.m.

To: Sue Faulkner

Cc: Joel Rowan

Subject: RE: RiverLink discovery race poaters and selfie frames

Hi Sue

Thanks for sending these through. A few suggestions to reflect the current state 6f flux:
Flyer

Clue 1 —where this cool new construction could land

Clue 4 =it might be the spot for Melling Transport Improvements

Ideally the poster would reflect the uncertain nature of the Transport Improvements (eg rather than the ‘NZ
Transport Agency are considering three options for a new Melling.interchange’, we could say: ‘The NZ Transport
Agency sought feedback on three options for a possible new interchange’). But if it the poster has gone to print
don’t worry about it.

Thanks
Rachel

From: Sue Faulkner <Sue.Faulkner@gw:govt.nz>

Sent: Wednesday, 13 March 2019 2:25 PM

To: Rachel Dahlberg <Rachel.Dahlberg@nzta.govt.nz>
Subject: RiverLink discovery race poaters and selfie frames

Hi Rachael

I have also attachedithe map and clues flyer. | am making amendments to this now so let me know if you are happy
with clue 5.

Cheers Sue

ATTENTION: This correspondence is confidential and intended for the named recipient(s) only. if you are not the
naned recipient and receive this correspondence in error, you must not copy, distribute or take any action in
reliance on it and you should delete it from your system and notify the sender immediately. Unless otherwise
stated, any views or opinions expressed are solely those of the author, and do not represent those of the
organisation.

Find the latest transport news, information, and advice on our website;
www.nzta.govt.nz




This email is only intended to be read by the named recipient. It may contain information which is confidential,
proprietary or the subject of legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you must delete this email and may
not use any information contained in it. Legal privilege is not waived because you have read this email.

ATTENTION: This correspondence is confidential and intended for the named recipient(s) only. If you are not the
named recipient and receive this correspondence in error, you must not copy, distribute or take any action in
reliance on it and you should delete it from your system and notify the sender immediately. Unless otherwise
stated, any views or opinions expressed are solely those of the author, and do not represent those of the
organisation.
















e Meso = NWSM (SATURN)
e Micro = Melling S-Paramics (which covers the Melling Link and Queens Drive immediately adj to the river &
SH2 from north of Dowse to KGB)

Current Approach
o traffic assessment is currently based on 2031 forecast year.
e transmission gully is included in the do minimum
e assumes new P2G link is operational - which gives higher traffic volumes and turning movements at Melling
e no manual adjustment to WTSM outputs to reduce the changes to trip origins and destinations resulting from

better east-west connection between Johnsonville / Tawa and Lower Hutt

w.r.t bullet 3, the outputs from WTSM are not considered to be reaslitic. There is a view from regional transport
planners that any changes to travel patterns (O-Ds) will take longer to materialise that is suggested by the model.

WTSM

The land-use assumptions that provide inputs to WTSM have recently been updated - the- latest expectations are that
the Hutt valley will grow more / faster than had previously been assumed.

NWSM

The project team have been using the NWSM. 8 92)@) advsed that thefe is'another, smaller SATURN model derived
from the NWSM that focuses on the city centre. This was used by couneil to understand the implications of closing
Daly Street.

Uncertainty & Influences on Travel Demand at Melling

A number of systems changes, as yet committed, were discussed in terms of their potential for influencing travel
demand. These included:

Wellington Congestion Charge - reduces demand?

increased Park & Ride capacityat Melling Station - increases / compresses demand?

increased carriages & extended hours of operation for Melling line - increases demand?

capacity & reliability improvements to Hutt Valley rail line - reduces demand on SH2? / increases cross valley
demand?

extension of managed motorway north along SH2

fuel price fluctuations

cross valley, link

six-lanes for’'SH2: between Ngauranga and south of Melling

Daly-Street closure (two stages / options)

ACTIONS
Group’agreed a two-step approach which would be to :

1. gather and summarise already available information (model runs / previous| analysis etc) and
2. reconvene a meeting & agree which sensitivity tests are necessary before the DBC is finalised

Actions I noted as follows:

o ANDY - at a sector level compare the demands in previous verson of WTSM and most recent (with updated
land-use assumptions)









From: Rachel Dahlberg

To: Sue Faulkner
Cc: Joel Rowan
Subject: FB post
Date: Wednesday, 17 April 2019 3:49:00 PM
Attachments: image002.jpg
image004.jpg
image006.jpa
image008.jpg
Hi Sue

Given the nature of the announcement, I’'m not sure a post on the RiverlLink Facebook page is
the right thing for today.

Suggest we give it a week or two and then do an update with the interchange location and the
next steps for project partners — eg a joint message from GWRC and HCC next steps for their
parts of the project and how having the location confirmed gives certainty for design/planning
for the other parts of RiverLink?? We could possibly take some photos of the’baere’hole drilling
at Melling (scheduled to start on 1 May) which is part of our detailed business case??

Let me know if you disagree and we can quite quickly pull something logether for you.

Rachel

Rachel Dahlberg / Principal Advisor

Governance, Stakeholders and Communications
s 9(2)(a)

E.@.. /W nzta.govt.nz
Chews Lane Office /50 Victoria Street
Private Bag 6995, Wellington 6141, New Zealapd
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funding priorities.

There is information on what happens if we acquire property for transport projects, under
the Public Works Act, on the Land Information New Zealand website at this link:
www.linz.govt.nz/crown-property/acquisition-and-disposal-land/public-works

About the preferred interchange option

Our preferred option replaces the existing Melling intersection and bridge with a new
bridge and grade separated interchange, connecting directly to Queens Drive. Local
examples of grade separated interchanges are the Dowse and Haywards interchanges,
although these examples have roundabouts and the Melling proposal has traffic lights.

The Diamond Interchange Connecting with Queens Drive option received the most
support from the community during the public engagement in 2018. It was also the
option preferred by Riverlink project partners as it has the greatest fit with flood
protection measures and provides the best connection to a more compact city-centre.
Please find enclosed a map summarising the preferred interchange option,s,

Further information on the preferred interchange option selection process.will soon be
available on our website at www.nzta.govt.nz/melling-transport-improvements

We are available to meet with you
We would be happy to meet with you in the coming months_to.discuss how the preferred
interchange option may impact your property and to answer@ny questions you have.

Thank you again for your patience as we have worked through both the re-evaluation
process and the interchange location selection processs

Please be in touch if you have any questions, by emailing
melling-improvements@nzta.govt.nz or calling 04 931 8920.

Yours sincerely
s 9(2)(a)
2\

A\

Eddie Anand
Project Manager Melling Transport Improvements









There is information on what happens if we acquire property for transport projects, under
the Public Works Act, on the Land Information New Zealand website at this link:
www.linz.govt.nz/crown property/acquisition and disposal land/public works

About the preferred interchange option

Our preferred option replaces the existing Melling intersection and bridge with a new
bridge and grade separated interchange, connecting directly to Queens Drive. Local
examples of grade separated interchanges are the Dowse and Haywards interchanges,
although these examples have roundabouts and the Melling proposal has traffic lights.

The Diamond Interchange Connecting with Queens Drive option received the most
support from the community during the public engagement in 2018. It was also the
option preferred by Riverlink project partners as it has the greatest fit with flood
protection measures and provides the best connection to a more compact city centre:
Please find enclosed a map summarising the preferred interchange option.

Further information on the preferred interchange option selection process,will soon be
available on our website at www.nzta.govt.nz/melling-transport-improveéments

We are available to meet with you
We would be happy to meet with you in the coming months to discuss how the preferred
interchange option may impact your property and to answer anpy.questions you have.

Thank you again for your patience as we have worked throudgh both the re-evaluation
process and the interchange location selection process.

Please be in touch if you have any questions, by emailing
melling-improvements@nzta.govt.nz or calling 04 ‘931 8920.

Yours sincerely

s 9(2)(a)
A

«

Eddie Anand
Project Managér -)Melling Transport Improvements












Jurﬂita Klein

From: Melling Improvements

Sent: Wednesday, 17 April 2019 2:16 PM

To:

Cc: Melling Improvements

Subject: : i i

Attachments: M Melling transport improvements interchange

map.pdf

o N
Please find attached a letter from Project Manager Eddie Anand regarding the Melling transport improvéQents
project.

This has also been couriered to you this afternoon. ?~
As the letter notes, Eddie would be happy to meet with you to discuss. %
Regards O

Rachel \
ol @é
rom e e OQ‘
N

Sent: Thursday, 14 February 2019 2:15 PM

To: Melling Improvements <melling-improvements@nzta.govt.nz> é

Subject: Melling transport improvements







There is information on what happens if we acquire property for transport projects, under
the Public Works Act, on the Land Information New Zealand website at this link:
www.linz.govt.nz/crown-property/acquisition-and-disposal-land/public-works

About the preferred interchange option

Our preferred option replaces the existing Melling intersection and bridge with a new
bridge and grade separated interchange, connecting directly to Queens Drive. Local
examples of grade separated interchanges are the Dowse and Haywards interchanges,
although these examples have roundabouts and the Melling proposal has traffic lights.

The Diamond Interchange Connecting with Queens Drive option received the most
support from the community during the public engagement in 2018. It was also the
option preferred by Riverlink project partners as it has the greatest fit with flood
protection measures and provides the best connection to a more compact city centre:
Please find enclosed a map summarising the preferred interchange option.

Further information on the preferred interchange option selection process,will soon be
available on our website at www.nzta.govt.nz/melling-transport-improveéments

We are available to meet with you
We would be happy to meet with you in the coming months to discuss how the preferred
interchange option may impact your property and to answer anpy.questions you have.

Thank you again for your patience as we have worked throudgh both the re-evaluation
process and the interchange location selection process.”

Please be in touch if you have any questions, by emailing
melling-improvements@nzta.govt.nz or calling 04 ‘931 8920.

Yours sincerely

s 9(2)(a)
!

A\
&

Eddie Anand
Project Managér -)Melling Transport Improvements















From: Emma Speight

To: Official Correspondence

Subject: FW: Graded Interchanges and Speed Limits on State Highway 2
Date: Wednesday, 24 April 2019 2:04:41 PM

Kia ora OCU

Please lodge, acknowledge and assign.

Thanks
Emma

From: BRIA Association <xXXX.XXXXXXX.XXXXXXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XXX>
Sent: Wednesday, 24 April 2019 1:44 PM

To: Emma Speight <xXXX.XXXXXXX @ XXXX.XXXX.XX>

Subject: Graded Interchanges and Speed Limits on State Highway 2

Dear Emma Speight

There has been a significant amount of negative media response around the NZTA decision to
postpone any funding for a graded interchange at Melling for a minimum of 10 years.

The Belmont Residents Improvement Association (BRIA) believes this negative feedback to be
warranted. The decision is a major setback for the Hutt Valley and surrounding areas with
regards traffic congestion and safety. The completed interchange at Manor park was driven by
the need for a safer intersection and the same can béessaid along the State Highway 2 corridor.
Graded interchanges are needed at both Melling-and‘Kelson/Kennedy Good Bridge.

| realise that financial resources are always dnder pressure, but a decade delay on such badly
needed infrastructure is a poor decision. The Hutt Valley population is growing and new
subdivisions are going in constantly in thejarea. Without adequate infrastructure to support new
housing, the problems experienced/by drivers today will grow exponentially in the years ahead.

One aspect regarding safety of thé'SH2 corridor that we would like NZTA to consider (and won’t
require resources) is lowering the'speed limit to 80 km/hr from Belmont through to Petone.
There are multiple access’foads coming on to the State Highway along this section and the
dangers of having stationary cars trying to accelerate into a 100 km/hr zone are very apparent.

Recently NZTA undertook public consultation regarding the closure of the north bound slip lane
from GrounsellCreseent onto SH2. The proposal was met with dismay by residents who try to
access SH2 fram the Belmont hill suburb every day. The reasoning behind the proposed closure
was that theyane is of insufficient length to allow cars to accelerate to 100 km/hr to join SH2. If
the speéd o the highway was dropped to 80 km/hr, the problem becomes lesser.

There is'a precedent for a 80 km/hr area on SH2 with the section near Petone railway station
only 80 km/hr. This zone could be expanded for the length of SH2 through the Hutt Valley, at
least until safer, graded interchanges are available. Also, the limit along SH58 was recently
dropped to 80 km/hr to address safety. If it helps on SH58, why not SH2.

Finally, on a personal note, | was involved in an accident on SH2 at Belmont Domain in January.
While stationary on SH2 (waiting to enter Belmont Domain) | was hit head-on by a car travelling
at 100km/hr. This car had in turn been hit by someone pulling out of Belmont Domain to head
north. Thankfully somehow everyone walked away from the crash but as police, fire-crews and
ambulance staff noted, “It is a shocker of an intersection”. BRIA has worked with NZTA before to
address safety at the intersection with lane widening and signage, but these were always a band-
aid over the problem. A graded interchange at the Kelson/Kennedy Good Bridge intersection
(with side roads feeding on to it) is the long-term solution to the problem and with dismay, we
now hear that NZTA have no plans for graded interchanges until at least 2029.



BRIA add their voice to the number of persons and groups requesting that NZTA reconsider their
decision.

Thanks

Cameron Evans

Cameron Evans | BRIA President
Belmont Residents Improvement Association

Phone: Home: IMobiIe:*
Address: 44 Owen Street, Belmont, Lower Hu

Email: Bria.Belmont.Association@gmail.com &














