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SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR DECISION
Undet the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act)

HEADNOTE
Title of publication: ~ Orphan

Other known title(s): The Orphan

L'Orpheline
OFLC ref: 0901047.000
Medium: Film
Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication 1s restricted

to persons who have attained the age of 16 years.
Descriptive note: Violence, horror, sex scenes and offensive language.

Display conditions:  None

The film, Orfpan, has been classified as objectionable except if the availability of the publication
is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. This is due to its treatment of
violence, hotror, sex and highly offensive language.

The horrot/thriller tells the stoty of Kate and John, trying to cope with the death of their unborn
child. Kate, who is a recovering alcoholic, is still in a very fragile state and suffers from horrific
nightmares. To help get their marriage back on track, and to regain some sort of balance within
their lives, they decide to adopt a child. While visiting a local orphanage, they become fascinated
by Esthet who seems very mature for her age (nine years). They decide to welcome Bsther into
theit family, and she continues to charm John and Kate, as well as the rest of the famnily.
Eventually, sttange events begin to happen and Kate starts to question Esthet’s integrity. The
events become more violent and Kate becomes increasingly distressed. This turns John against
het, who is completely oblivious to Esthet’s behaviour. While Kate finds out Hsther’s actual
identity (a 33 year old with a form of dwarfism), Esther attempts to seduce John. He rejects
Esther, which sends her on a killing sptee. Kate rushes home to try and save her family, and
ends up in a battle for her own life with Hsther. With the help of her deaf daughter Max, Kate
eventually kills Esther, sending her to the bottom of a pond.

Undet s3(1)of the FVCP Act, the publication deals with matters of sex, horror, violence, cruelty
and ctime.

The publication deals with sex to a minor degree with sex scenes, sexual references and
seduction.

Kate and John initiate sexual activity twice in the feature. ‘The first takes place in their room
where Kate stands at the end of the bed looking at John. She then lifts the blanket and climbs
underneath. The blanket covers John up to his chest, while Kate stays beneath. John groans
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during this which implies fellatio. This carries on for a brief petiod before they are interrupted by
Esther and Max who climb into bed with them.

‘The second scene between Kate and John takes place in the kitchen. After they kiss passionately,
John places Kate on the kitchen bench and starts to undress her. Kate is initially reserved about
his advances and suggests they take it to the bedroom. He resists and continues to kiss her.
Eventually he turns her around and bends her over the kitchen bench. He begins sexual
intercourse from behind. At first she looks hesitant about the action but she obliges and begins
to enjoy it. The scene continues for a period before they are caught by Esther, and they stop
immediately. This cuts to Kate trying to explain to Esther what they were doing, by discussing
the actions between couples when they are in love. Esther replies, “I know, they fuck.” This is
intended to shock the audience, and imply that Esther as knowledge well beyond her age.

Kate and John’s son, Daniel, is also seen in his tree house with a group of other friends reading a
pornographic magazine. Daniel and his friends are approximately 12-14 years of age and are in
their cutious phase about sex. They ate seen looking through the pages at naked women, and
Daniel tells one of the boys “Go to page .... I¢'ll change your life.” This is meant to be seenin a
humourous context, and the depiction of the magazine is brief.

Esther tries to seduce John, before her actual age is tevealed. While Kate and Daniel are kept in
hospital, John takes Max and Fsther home. He begins to drink red wine at a fast pace, while
Esther dresses in a sexy negligee and make up. She then positions herself next to John and
begins to stoke him and kiss him gently (although not in a very sexual manner yet). She tells him
that she loves him and edges closer, while he cries about the ptoblems in his life. She then kisses
his neck and makes it obvious that she wants to take it further. John pushes her away, incredibly
disgusted and shocked by her actions. He calls her a “vety confused gitl” and otders her to stop.
She reacts to this by running up stairs and plotting his murder. Juxtaposed with this scene, 1s
Kate in hospital on the phone to an Estonian doctor who reveals everything about Esther,
including her age and psychotic tendencies. The truth being tevealed, and John’s teaction to the
seduction limits the shocking aspect of Esthet’s sexual needs.

The publication deals with mattets of hotror with the use of scare tactics, blood and imagery and
the plot in general.

Throughout the feature, several scenes use suspenseful music and quick movements to create
false scares for the audience. One such scene shows Iate getting ready in the bathroom, and
looking at her reflection in a cupboard mirror. She opens the mirror and looks down at the
basin, and the suspenseful music begins to play to give the audience a feeling that something is
about to happen. She closes the cupboard mirrot to see John’s reflection, which gives her a
fright. The feature uses tactics like this to create false scares for the audience to keep the

suspense going. The use of mirror reflections and closing doors is synonymous with many
horror films.

Strong imagery with blood and dead bodies contribute to matters of horrot. The opening scene
is one of the most hortific. The feature opens to Kate and John atriving at a hospital, where
Kate is about to give birth. The lighting 1s bright, and the scene is slightly blurty to indicate a
dream or memory sequence. As she is pushed down the hallway in a wheel chair, Kate notices
blood dripping onto the floor. The scene then cuts to Kate in sutgery, scteaming in pain and
covered in blood. The rootn is dark and the scene is fast paced. A doctot picks up tools covered
in blood and places them under the blood covered sheet, to imply they have been inserted into
Kate’s vagina. After further screaming from Kate, they pull out a dead baby which is covered in
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shiny bright red blood. She screams again and wakes in her bed to reveal it was just a nightmate.
This particular scene scts the premise for the feature, and shows Kate’s pain and suffering,

The plot in the feature, as well as the twist at the end is in itself, horrific. The storyline follows an
‘evil child’ sub-gente of hotrot, with Esther committing violent acts and manipulation of other
characters. The revelation towards the end, which reveals that she is a 33-year-old escapee from
a mental hospital, who has murdered other families, also adds to the hotror storyline.

Matters of crime are depicted with murder and fraud. Esther murders a2 number of characters
within the feature, and also commits fraud by creating a new identity. The crime is depicted as
wrong, and has little impact on the classification.

Nothing in the publication requites consideration under s3{2). Cruelty and violence in
association with hotror are discussed below under s3(3)(a)(i) below.

The film contains depictions of violence ot cruelty being inflicted. Esther frequently inflicts
setious harm on other characters in the feature. As an aggressor, she comes across as very
determined and calculated. Although with John's killing, she is a little more etratic as her
etnotions were involved with this particular murder.

An example is the killing of Sister Abigail, a nun from Esther’s orphanage. After Sister Abigail
reveals to Kate, that thete is much motre to Esther that they do not know about, Esther enlists
the help of Max to have her killed. While Sister Abigail drives over a bridge, Esther pushes Max
onto the middle of the road, causing Sister Abigail to stop. When the nun gets out of the car,
Esther walks over to her and starts pounding her head with 2 hammer. The depiction is graphic,
and the sounds effects are loud to increase the intensity of the violence. Esther and Max then
drag her body off the road. Sister Abigail tries to crawl towards a tree, with blood coming from
her head. Esther walks over to her and strikes her head again with the hammer a number of
times. Sister Abigail eventually dies. Her slightly frozen body is later seen when police discover
1t.

Other violence acts within the feature are similar in nature to Sister Abigail’s killing, with a
moderate amount of blood and sound effects. They appear realistic, although the fact that a child
is committing them mitigates this aspect.

Anothet scene depicts Esther inflicting harm on herself. After an altercation with Kate, whete
Kate grabs her arm and throws her, Esther sneaks into a tool shed and places her arm in a vice.
She places some material in her mouth and continues to tighten the vice. This creates suspense.
As she tightens the vice, she starts screaming and eventually 2 bone in her arm breaks and almost
pletces her skin. The action Is intensified by loud sounds effects of bones breaking. Hsther
putposely did this to exaggetate Kate’s arm-grabbing, and to implicate Kate in potential child
abuse. This scene highlights how far Esther is willing to go for what she wants, as well as her
true evil nature. The scene also shows how painful the action was, and would not encourage
imitation.

Under 3A, the publication contains a moderate degtee of highly offensive language. Kate, John,
Esther and Daniel all use frequent variations on the word “fuck” throughout the film. Such
examples include “she’s not my fucking sister” and “an asshole who wanted to fuck someone.”
However, when Esther says “fuck”, Kate and John make an issue of it and try to educate her.
Other times the language is used to express emotion. Presenting this language to younger
viewets may normalise it, and encourage use to intimidate others.
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The dominant effect of the publication is formulaic ‘evil child’ horrot/thriller. The publication
deals with matters of hotror, violence, and cruelty and to a lesser extent, sex and crime. The
extent and degree to which it deals with these matters means that the publication is likely to be
injurious to younger viewets unless testticted. The amount of blood, violence and horrotr
depicted in the film is likely to shock and be distutbing to young children, and due to the extent
of some of the violence, may affect them long term particularly as the killer is a ‘child’ who hutts
other children. Other matters such as crime and highly offensive language may become
normalised in their view as they ate at 2 young and imptessionable 4g¢r+An older audience are
mature enough to see the unrealistic nature of the publication, and will be able to put the actions
into context. The availability of the publication is therefore restricted to petsons 16 years of age

and over.

Note:
Copyright Office of Film and Literature Classification. This document may be reproduced in whole but not in part
without written permission except for brief quotations embodied in articles, reports or reviews.
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