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SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR DECISION
Under the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act)

HEADNOTE
Title of publication:  Splice
Other known title{s): Not stated
OFLC ref: 1000813.000
Medium: Film
Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the prublication is restricted

to persons who have attained the age of 16 years.
Descriptive note: Violence, hortor, sex scenes and offensive language.

Display conditions: None

Splice is classified as Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to
people who are at least 16 years old. This restriction is due to matters of crime, sex, violence and
highly offensive language.

The publication Sphie is a 2009 science-fiction/hotror feature film about a scientist couple named
Elsa and Clive. They have achieved professional acclaim at the company they wotk for by
creating a novel, pharmaceutically productive organism by splicing together DNA from disparate
soutces. They are, however, refused permission to undertake research involving genetically
modifying people to cure diseases. They pay no heed, and secretly combine human and animal
DNA to create a hybrid embryo. A strange, fast-growing creature with a sting in its tail is the
result. They name the creature Dren. As it ages, the creature develops human chatactetistics, and
is apparently female. Elsa and Clive become attached to Dren, and raise it to adolescence as if it
wete 2 human child. Longing for freedom, the creature becomes increasingly aggtessive. It also
becomes sexually aware, and Clive has a brief affair with Dren. After metamorphosing to become
male, it kills both Clive and his brother, and rapes Elsa. She bashes it to death with a rock. The
final scene suggests that Hlsa has fallen pregnant to Dren, and the company will pay her to see
the foetus to term because of the creature’s remarkable value in producing a range of
pharmaceuticals.

In regatds to s3(1) of the FVPC Act the publication deals with matters of sex, horror, crime,
cruelty and violence. Matters of crime do not impact on the reasons for decision.

The film contains several depictions of sexual activity. Elsa is shown straddling Clive, and their
thrusting, panting and passionate embrace indicates they are engaging in intercourse. In a later
scene Clive and Dren kiss and embrace. He removes his clothes, and movement, panting and
embracing indicate sexual intercourse. The latter scene is fairly detailed, with the camera scanning
the lovet’s bodies as Clive’s naked hips thrust between Dren’s legs. The degrading aspects of this
scene ate discussed below under s3(3}(a)(ii). Other sexual activity includes rape, and is discussed
below under s3(3)(a){1).

QFLC Ref: 1000813.000 Page 10f3
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'The film contains a significant amount of content that has a horrific effect. The fantasy creatures
created by the scientists through genetic experimentation appear disturbingly bizatre. In one gory
scene two giant slug-like creatures bare stings and stab each other to death, and shake their tank
so that its bloody contents are spilled over spectators. Dren also has a large poisonous sting at
the end of her tail, which she bares menacingly at times. Tt is filled with a toxin, which she stabs
into a cat’s neck, and later into Clive. Both die as a result. The overall sense of imminent danger
from rogue scientific experimentation, in addition to the unsettling, monstrous appearance of the
creatures also adds significantly to the sense of horror. Hotror additionally arises from the
infliction of harm and cruelty. These elements are discussed below.

The publication deals with matters of cruelty in a way that is likely to disturb children. Cruelty
mainly occurs when Clive and Elsa ate torn between seeing Dren as a dangerous experiment, ot
as a child whom they love and nurture. Clive tries to drown Dren, and pushes her underwater,
holding her there until she ceases to move, despite Elsa’s tearful pleas. Elsa refers to her harsh
childhood with a cruel mother. Elsa is herself cruel to Dren, dehumanising and mutilating her out
of spite. She binds Dren to a table, cuts off her clothes, and cuts the end of her tail off with a
scalpel, with a bloody injury shown. She ignores Dren’s whimpers and other attempts at
communication.

Nothing in the publication satisfies the criteria under $3{2) of the FVPC Act.

The infliction of setious physical harm falls under s3(3)(2)(i) of the FVPC Act. Dren becomes
increasingly violent, inflicting serious physical harm on Clive and his brother. The depictions are
limited in extent and manner. Clive’s brother is hutled into a tree by Dren. He is shown lying in
the branches with gashes down one side of his face. He later dies, uttering his last words to Clive.
After raping Elsie, Flsi bashes it on the head with 2 rock, causing a latge bloody wound on the
creature’s head. Dren then stabs Clive with its tail, and he dies. Flsie bashes Dten again, killing it,
and Elsie breaks down in tears. The depictions of the infliction of serious physcial hatm will
shock and distutb children, but are unlikely to have a great impact on teenagers; the lighting is
dimn, the harm is caused by or inflicted on a fantasy creature, albeit part human, and inflictions of
harm are infrequent.

Sexual violence and coercion is discussed under s3(3){(a)(ii). After metamorphosing to become an
aggressively tertitorial male, Dren pins Elsie to the ground. She asks it what it wants, and it rasps
with difficulty “inside you” while it leets. She cties out as it tears her clothes open with its tail-
sting, and it makes thrusting motions. While faitly graphic and unsuitable for children and
younger teenagers, the depiction 1s somewhat unrealistic for the absurd scenario of a fictional,
unlikely creature performing the act. Itis not salacious or made a spectacle, instead intending for
the audience to be hortified by the terrible scenario.

Under s3(3)(a) (i), Clive’s sexual activity with Dren consttutes degrading conduct to a mild
degree. This is because Dren is not entirely human, and because Clive transgresses the categiver
role that he had in looking after Dren. Additionally, Elsie bearing the foetus of 2 half-human
creature to term for financial gain is also mildly degrading.

Under s3A of the FVPC Act characters use the word “fuck” as an expletive in conversation. This
contributes to the need to restrict the publication.

Overall, the publication presents as a science-fiction/hottor that exploits fictional ethical
dilemmas associated with genetic experimentation for horrific effect.
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There is likely injuty to the public good in the film’s availability to younger teenagers and children
because of its treatment of matters such as sex, horrot, cruelty, violence, and the use of highly
offensive language. Society petceives harm in younger viewers’ exposure to sexual matters,
particulatly more challenging material such as the depicted rape, in that they ate not
developmentally teady. Casual use of highly offensive language by characters would be imitated
by some children and younger teenagets, beating the risk of consequent censure. The depictions
of cruelty and the infliction of setious physical harm will greatly shock and disturb children. Both
children and younget teenagets may be desensitised and become inured to violence and cruelty if
repeatedly exposed to such content. Older teenagers and adults can put the more challenging
material into context because of experience and maturity that younger viewers lack. Restricting
the publication to these older viewers is considered to be a teasonable and justified limitation on
the freedom of exptession to minimise the likelthood of injuty to the public good that would be
caused by making the film available to younger viewers. The publication is therefore restricted to
an audience aged 16 years of age and over.

Note:

Copyright Office of Film and Literature Classification. This document may be reproduced in whole but not in part
without written permission except for brief quotations embodied in articles, reports or reviews.
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