s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:44 a.m.
To:

ca

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

5 9(2)(a),
Thanks Sy

perhaps they are buried in your inbox?

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:41 a.m.

ls 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

ARl | emailed the first three pm reports to SAmnlll and SNl and the muscle samples (iReluding the 3 rats from

yesterday) have been sent to Landcare, the analysis will take around 10 days,
SEIAICE
0 (2)(9)(i)

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:38 AM

WS 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

Als 9(2
Hi T
Are we able to get a ETA on the post martem analysis for the rats/weka?

Cheers
5 9(2)
(@),

From: 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(i)

Sent: Monday, 11 November2019 4:47 p.m.
To: EREERED

Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Subject: RE: Rats for'necropsy

A)
Hello i

\We caneertainly do the post mortem analysis and send samples to Landcare Ecotoxicology for you, but you will
heed to arrange payment for the 1080 testing directly with them as this is not part of our contracted pathology
service for threatened species. We can post mortem feral animals if there is a clear conservation benefit to
threatened species projects. Can you give us a reason for this?

Thanks
5 9(2)
(@), 9(2)



s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(1)

From:

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 4:40 PM
To: E2EERO0

Cc:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(g)(ii)

Subject: Rats for necropsy
Hello e

| have sent two rats, one frozen collected 9/11/19 and one collected 11/11/19. Please find attached form.
Kind regards

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)
Ranger, Biodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai
Kawatiri/ Buller District

(VRS °@(@). 9(2)(@)(i) | =5 9(2)(@). 9(2)(0)()

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te h7, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tdroa

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information‘that is‘¢onfidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If youteceivedsthis email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain infermation that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you ate notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prehibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 8:13 a.m.
To: S 9(2)@), 9(2)(@)(i)

ca
Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

Hi

Sincerest apologies | was instructed to send you the animals and assumed what is needed had been diseussed and
agreed upon with your team.

“We can certainly do the post mortem analysis and send samples to Landcare Ecotoxicology for you, but yeu will
need to arrange payment for the 1080 testing directly with them as this is not part of our contracted pathology
service for threatened species.” (Does this statement refer to the weka only?)

“We can post mortem feral animals if there is a clear conservation benefit to thréatefied speciés projects. Can you
give us a reason for this?". and how would you like to proceed with the two rats I've already sent?

Thanks
s 9(2)
@,

From:§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 4:47 p.m.
To: E2EERO0

Cc: ELRERLID

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

s 9(2)
Hello pis

We can certainly do the post mortem analysis and send samples to Landcare Ecotoxicology for you, but you will
need to arrange payment for the 1080 testingidirectly with them as this is not part of our contracted pathology
service for threatened species. We_gan post mortem feral animals if there is a clear conservation benefit to
threatened species projects. Canfyouggive us a reason for this?

Thanks
5 9(2)
(@), 9(2)

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(1i)

Sent: Monday, 11November 2019 4:40 PM
To: EREECEY

Subject: Rats(for necropsy

Hello A&

(@), 92)
| have sent two rats, one frozen collected 9/11/19 and one collected 11/11/19. Please find attached form.
Kind regards

5 9(2)(). 9(2)(9)(i)
Ranger, Biodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai
Kawatiri/ Buller District

V- EEERED | E: EROEeEy

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hf, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tdroa

1



Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:56 a.m.

To:

Subject: FW: Rats for necropsy

Attachments: Pathology 58161 weka.pdf; Pathology 58159 rat.pdf; Pathology 58160 rat.pdf

Can you share these also with LAIl thanks

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EERESD

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha olte.40 Tiroa

From: EREEZCON
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:53 a.m.

To: Mark Davies (NGIGINGIEIR >

Subject: FW: Rats for necropsy

Massey results Sagiall again no toxin detected
B

From: E2EEIE0
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:49"a.m.

To:§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii) >
Cc:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(a)(ii)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

From: E2EEZCE0
Sent: Thursday/14 November 2019 11:47 AM

ls 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject:RE: Rats for necropsy

Als 9(2)(a),
2l o) o)) - R
Could you please resend to J§8ll as he doesn’t have a copRSAINSIRN
Thanks
5 9(2)
(a).

From: E2EEZC0
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:41 a.m.

To: 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)
Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

1



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

ARl | emailed the first three pm reports to SAmnll and SNl and the muscle samples (including the 3 rats from

yesterday) have been sent to Landcare, the analysis will take around 10 days,
5 9(2)(a),
0(2)(9)(i)

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:38 AM

WS 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

Hs 9(2)
all ) )

Are we able to get a ETA on the post mortem analysis for the rats/weka?

Cheers
s 9(2)
(@),

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i1)

From:
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 4:47 p.m.

To: 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(i)
Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

s 9(2)
Hell ®2), 9(2)

We can certainly do the post mortem analysis and sefid samples to Landcare Ecotoxicology for you, but you will
need to arrange payment for the 1080 testing directly with them as this is not part of our contracted pathology
service for threatened species. We can gost mortemyferal animals if there is a clear conservation benefit to
threatened species projects. Can you givesu$a reason for this?

Thanks
s 9(2)
(@), 9(2)

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 11 Noyvember 2049 4:40 PM
To: E2EEAED

Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Subject: Rats for necropsy
9(2)

Hello g

Ithave'sent two rats, one frozen collected 9/11/19 and one collected 11/11/19. Please find attached form.

Kind regards

Eanger, glo!lversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District
VB 92)(@). 9)(0)(i)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, Tiakina, te hd o te Ao Tdroa



Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidéntial onsubject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email inerror, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:55 a.m.

To: Michael Slater; Martin Kessick; Hilary Aikman

Ce: Amber &l

Subject: FW: Rats for necropsy

Attachments: Pathology 58161 weka.pdf; Pathology 58159 rat.pdf; Pathology 58160 rat.pdf

It just gets better

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EEEREQIO

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, tedia o te Ao Taroa

From: GEEGIOI0

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:53 a.m.

To: Mark Davies (NGICINGIEI >

Subject: FW: Rats for necropsy

Massey results Mark — again no toxin detected
B

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 201941:49 a.m.
To: ERGEARU

Cc:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(a)(i)

Subject: RE: Rats for nécropsy

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:

Sent: Thursday, 24 November 2019 11:47 AM
]S 9(2) (@), 92)(a)(1)

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

M50,
Hi s

Could you please resend to 4@l as he doesn’t have a copy RSN
Thanks

5 9(2)
(2),



From ¥
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:41 a.m.

s 9(2)(@). 9(2)(a)(i)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

ARl | emailed the first three pm reports to Saminilland il and the muscle samples (including the 3 rats from

yesterday) have been sent to Landcare, the analysis will take around 10 days,
5 9(2)(@),
9(2)(0) i)

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:38 AM
S 92)(@). 9((Q)(1)

s 9()(@). 9(2)(a)(i)
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

- 0
Hi e

Are we able to get a ETA on the post mortem analysis for the rats/weka?

Cheers
s 9(2)

(a),

From: RGO

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 4:47 p.m.

To: REEECOID
oo 2@ 9)(a)i)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

5 9(2)
Hello iy

We can certainly do the post mortem analysisjand send samples to Landcare Ecotoxicology for you, but you will
need to arrange payment for the #08Qesting directly with them as this is not part of our contracted pathology
service for threatened species. We gan post mortem feral animals if there is a clear conservation benefit to
threatened species projects#'Can youngive us a reason for this?

Thanks
s 9(2)
(@), 9(2)

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Monday)11 November 2019 4:40 PM

To: EEREC
o] 2@ 9)(e)(i)

Subject: Rats for necropsy

s 9(2)
Hello gaes

| have sent two rats, one frozen collected 9/11/19 and one collected 11/11/19. Please find attached form.
Kind regards

5 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)(i)
Ranger, Biodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District
M: EEEERED



Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te h7, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tdroa

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subjegct
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that aAypusepdissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this‘@mail in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments.\\We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Hilary Aikman

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 12:19 p.m.

To: Mark Davies; Michael Slater; Martin Kessick

Ce: EEECCEN /b & SRR
Subject: FW: Rats for necropsy

Excellent news. Thanks everyone. Hilary

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

On 14/11/2019 11:54 AM, Mark Davies NS ' ote:

It just gets better

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile +RSIEECIO)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te A0Tiroa
From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i))

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:53 a.m.

To: Mark Davies (RSSO

Subject: FW: Rats for necropsy
Massey results Mark — again no toxin detected
B

From: E2EE2E0
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:49 a.m.
To: EREEAOU

Cc: ELRERL

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy
From: EEEEZCM

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:47 AM

s 9()(@). 9(2)(a)(i)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

59(2)(3),
o)) - I
pleage resend t6 M@l as he doesn’t have a copy JESAINGIEN)

Thanks

From: E2EEREY
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:41 a.m.

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

s 9(2)(a), : : s 9(2)(a), EA) . .
ey | emailed the first three pm reports to My and and the muscle samples (including the 3 rats from

yesterday) have been sent to Landcare, the analysis will take around 10 days,
5 9(2)(a),
9(2)(9)(i)

From §
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:38 AM




ls 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy
Hi ke

(@), 92)
Are we able to get a ETA on the post mortem analysis for the rats/weka?

Cheers

5 9(2)
(2),

From:
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 4:47 p.m.

To: EEEEARQ

¢ A e

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

Hello &l

We can certainly do the post mortem analysis and send samples to Landcare Ecotoxicology for you, butyed will
need to arrange payment for the 1080 testing directly with them as this is not part of our contracted pathology
service for threatened species. We can post mortem feral animals if there is a clear consenVation benefit to
threatened species projects. Can you give us a reason for this?

Thanks

5 9(2)
(), 9(2)

9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(i)

From:

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 4:40 PM
To: EREERED

Cc:§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Rats for necropsy

s 9(2)
Hello gy

| have sent two rats, one frozen collected 9/11/19 and one collected 21/11/19. Please find attached form.
Kind regards

5 9(2)(). 9(2)(0)(i)
Ranger, Blodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District
VB 92)(a). 92)(0)(i)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hf, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tdroa

Caution - This message and acedompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you arémot the‘intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of thiS message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately“and erasSe all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank'you,

Caution#, This méssage and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. lf'you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution, oricopying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify. usdimmediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
Inconvenience. Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
tanlegal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:03 a.m.

To: S 9(2)@), 9(2)(@)(i)

Cc: 5@, 5@

Subject: Re: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send
Thanks o8

That will help

Much appreciated

Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Region
(BTN 92)(2), 92)(a)()

From: E2EE2E0

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 9:20:28 AM
To: EREGEARW

5 9(2)(@), 9(2)(@)(i) - Mark Davies RREEIED
o] 0@, 92

Subject: RE: Dead rats, other species /what to céllect & where to send
Hi All,
I'll talk to the Massey team and get necropsiesion the rates which are already there.

Cheers

s 9(2)
(a),

From: I

Sent: Tuesday, 12 Novemiber2019 9:07 a.m.
o

c
I - o A

Subject: RE: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send

Hisall

A note to keep all in the loop.

Yesterday two rats were sent to Massey, a confirmation email was sent to Massey that they were on their way, they

replied “We can post mortem feral animals if there is a clear conservation benefit to threatened species projects.



Can you give us a reason for this?”. 3-4 decomposing rats were also sent to Landcare as well yesterday, a verbal

RRSRREL onfirmed she knew they were being sent and will undertake the work.

discussion with
As post mortem of feral species is not a service Massey provides without the reason noted above, another venue for
post mortem has not been identified and proving if the rats are from a 1080 operation seems most prudent, 3
additional rats (this is all we currently have) will be sent to Landcare for toxicology today, primarily because those
sent yesterday were in such poor condition.

We will retain some individuals in the freezer should anymore be found, so if the results come back negative for

1080 and there is deemed a reason to conduct post mortem on the rats, we still have something to use.

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)()

Ranger, Biodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District

VB 92)(@). 92)(@)(i) | E: RSO
Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te h7, Tiakina, te ha o te Aodroa

From: Mark Davies IRSRICOL

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 6:53 p.m.

Subject: Fwd: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & whepe'to,send
9(2) S 9(2)

HI el andl gy

Some info to help for Monday cheers Mark

Sent from my Samsung device

From: Hilary Aikman RSSO0

Date: 9/11/19 18:50 (GMT+12:00)

To: Mark Daviesd 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)
e °2)@. (@)

Subject: FW: Deadsrats, other species /what to collect & where to send

%5 9(2)
Many Ehankgiess

Matk -‘atheap of info below for you and team

Thanks SARCION) for your advice today.

Cheers Hilary

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(n)

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 4:38 p.m.

To: Hilary Aikman JREAINCIOL >



Cc:§ 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send

Kia ora Hilary,

I recommend a mix of fresh and frozen bodies to represent anything which might require a necropsy or
toxin testing...so marine species should be included. Sensibly the marine animals would just be 1080 tested
to rule in or out any effect of possible poison washed into the ocean. A more comprehensive test would,be
to also necropsy to check for other causes of death.....I'm not sure about crab etc necropsies! Sting rays and
larger vertebrates seem more likely to show something useful on necropsy eg injury or starvation. This
would be useful info since just ruling out toxins leaves a question mark, but finding another Cause ofideath
closes the circle.

As discussed, | recommend collecting freshest looking rat bodies and freezing 10 and.chilling 10 in fridge.
Keep the frozen rats in case they are needed later. Send the chilled ones to Massey..\ing@ chilly bin with ice
bricks is fine by overnight courier or for something this important |1 would use/Paceiwhich is fast from door
to door and very reliable...but costs more. It would be a shame if the package gotilost or delayed...and that's
not unlikely with standard couriers.

Double bag everything so nothing leaks.

Massey pathology address is on website at https://www.massey.a€.nz/massey/learning/departments/centres-

research/wildbase/wildbase-pathology/pathology _home.¢fm ang includes packaging instructions.

Include the submission form and list any toxins in use. #f,yotFrequest request 1080 testing, they will send
liver and/or muscle to ik 2t Landcare op otigbehalf.

Alternatively you could send some rats directio Lafticare to speed it up. used to
manage the vertebrate pesticide residug database... is probably the person doing it now so worth
keeping him up to speed.

contact details aref

https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/ data/assets/word doc/0017/27017/Protocol-for-tissue-sampling.docx

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(@)(I) s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Toxicology Laboratory. Landcare Research. Gerald St. Lincoln,
Canterbury 7608. Phoric ESKUNRRIREN Fax 03 321 9998.

It's abouy$350 agample for 1080 testing. This can be done from frozen tissues.....so | guess it depends on

what we aretgyngto learn as to which samples you get tested.

Provifig the fats were 1080 seems prudent. And ruling out 1080 for the other species on the beach also
seems important, but with the option of freezing, we dont need to test it all at once and could take a
fneasured approach.

10 rats for necropsy is a fantastic sample size. 5 would probably be enough. 10 would make is very hard to
dispute the results.

For toxin testing, if the necropsies were all similar, then we would normally only test a couple to prove it is

toxins. In this case you might want to do more for extra assurance.



I hope this is helpful.
Let me know if there is any more info/help I can offer. Texts are best to catch me. I'm back on tuesday.

Nga mihi

S 9(2)
(@), 9(2)

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 6:54 p.m.

To: Hilary Aikman;

Cc: 5 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(i)

Subject: Re: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send

Thanks Hilary this is great and very much appreciated. | will get this to my team for Monday cheers Mark

Sent from my Samsung device

———————— Original message --------
From: Hilary Atkman AR
Date: 9/11/19 18:50 (GMT+12:00)

To: Mark Davies RSiSREOQ)
P 5(2)). S(2)0))

Subject: FW: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send

Many thanks
Mark - a heap of info below for you and team

Thanks IRSEEIOL for your advice today.

Cheers Hilary
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

From:
Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 4:38 p.m.

To: Hilary AikmargkSANeR

Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(iD)

Subject: Dead rats, other species /what toiecollect & where to send

Kia ora Hilary,

I recommend a mix of fresh and frozen bodies to represent anything which might require a necropsy or
toxin testing...so marine specie§ should be included. Sensibly the marine animals would just be 1080 tested
to rule in or out any effect of pasSible poison washed into the ocean. A more comprehensive test would be
to also necropsy to check(for.ather causes of death.....I'm not sure about crab etc necropsies! Sting rays and
larger vertebrates seem,more likely to show something useful on necropsy eg injury or starvation. This
would be useful inf@ since,just ruling out toxins leaves a question mark, but finding another cause of death
closes the circle,

As discussed, I recommend collecting freshest looking rat bodies and freezing 10 and chilling 10 in fridge.
Keep the Trezen rats in case they are needed later. Send the chilled ones to Massey...in a chilly bin with ice
bricks issfine'by overnight courier or for something this important | would use Pace which is fast from door
to doar and yery reliable...but costs more. It would be a shame if the package got lost or delayed...and that's
notunlikely with standard couriers.

Double bag everything so nothing leaks.

Massey pathology address is on website at https://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/learning/departments/centres-
research/wildbase/wildbase-pathology/pathology_home.cfm and includes packaging instructions.

Include the submission form and list any toxins in use. If you request request 1080 testing, they will send
liver and/or muscle to JESKUMEAIRE ot L andcare on our behalf.

Alternatively you could send some rats direct to Landcare to speed it up. used to
manage the vertebrate pesticide residue database... il is probably the person doing it now so worth
keeping him up to speed.

contact details are:




https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/ data/assets/word doc/0017/27017/Protocol-for-tissue-sampling.docx

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(@)(I) s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Toxicology Laboratory. Landcare Research. Gerald St. Lincoln,
Canterbury 7608. Phone [aiaiaabdtill- Fax 03 321 9998,

It's about $350 a sample for 1080 testing. This can be done from frozen tissues.....so | guess it depends on
what we are trying to learn as to which samples you get tested.

Proving the rats were 1080 seems prudent. And ruling out 1080 for the other species on the beach also
seems important, but with the option of freezing, we dont need to test it all at once and could take a
measured approach.

10 rats for necropsy is a fantastic sample size. 5 would probably be enough. 10 would make is very hard te
dispute the results.

For toxin testing, if the necropsies were all similar, then we would normally only test a couple to prove it'is
toxins. In this case you might want to do more for extra assurance.

I hope this is helpful.

Let me know if there is any more info/help | can offer. Texts are best to catch me. I'm back'on tuesday.
Nga mihi

s 9(2)
(a), 9(2)

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer



From:
To: ark Davies; RO

ce: Hilary Alkman
Subject: RE: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send

Date: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 1:07:13 p.m.

If you send them to Massey, they can collect tissues for Landcare testing and send them on. The
advantage is that Massey can provide more information on any other signs of iliness/death — so
that fills the gaps if any don’t have detectable 1080.

| suggest sending them to Massey.

Nga mihi,
s 9(2)
(@),

From:§ 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 12:54 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(@). 9(2)(9)(i) Mark DaviesR 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)
Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Hilary Aikman

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)()

Subject: Re: Dead rats, other species /what to collect &where to send

| have 2 reasonable ones in the fridge now andglisquishy-one, all collected yesterday (no more
have been found). They obviously need to béisent tojeither Massey or Landcare today (courier
leaves at 3.30pm) or frozen.

———————— Original message -------%

From:® 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Date: 12/11/19 12:20 PM{GMT+12:00)

To: Mark Davies (Rl

Cc:i§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

5 9(2)(2), 9(2)(0)(ih)

Subject:RE* Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send

Hilary Aikman

The'two rats will be looked at today. Depending on what they find, I'll let you know if there is
any value in sending more — do you have some relatively fresh ones or are they all a bit mushy by
now?

From: Mark Davies RSRRILL

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:03 a.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)
Cc:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)




S 9(2)(), 9(2)(@)(i) Hilary Aikman

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Re: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send

Thanks &
That will help
Much appreciated

Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Region
Ph EREERED

From: EREERRY

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 9:20:28 AM

To: E2EE2CD

S 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(1) - Mark Davies E2EE2O0

Cc: ERRERRU
Il ' ory Alkman
5 9(2)(@). 9(2)(9)(1)

Subject: RE: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & whergftassend

Hi All,
I'll talk to the Massey team and get necropsiesien the'rates which are already there.

Cheers

[N 9(2)(a). 9(2)()()
Sent: Tuesday, 12 Nevember 2019 9:07 a.m.
Y Y@@, 920

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(iN
Cc: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)
Iy Alkman

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Mark Davies

Subject: RE: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send

Hi all
A note to keep all in the loop.

Yesterday two rats were sent to Massey, a confirmation email was sent to Massey that they were
on their way, they replied “We can post mortem feral animals if there is a clear conservation
benefit to threatened species projects. Can you give us a reason for this?”. 3-4 decomposing rats



s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

were also sent to Landcare as well yesterday, a verbal discussion with confirmed she

knew they were being sent and will undertake the work.

As post mortem of feral species is not a service Massey provides without the reason noted
above, another venue for post mortem has not been identified and proving if the rats are from a
1080 operation seems most prudent, 3 additional rats (this is all we currently have) will be sent
to Landcare for toxicology today, primarily because those sent yesterday were in such poor
condition.

We will retain some individuals in the freezer should anymore be found, so if the results’come
back negative for 1080 and there is deemed a reason to conduct post mortem on the rats, we
still have something to use.

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)

Ranger, Biodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai
Kawatiri/ Buller District

V: EECELED | E: EEEERED

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, Tiakifia, te hae te Ao Turoa

From: Mark Davies RSO

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 6:53 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Fwd: Dead rats, other species /whatto collect & where to send

s 9(2) s 9(2)
HI g and
Some info to help for Monday cheersiMark

Sent from my Samsung device

———————— Ofiginal message --------

Eromp Hifary Aikman ESENSEY

Pate; 9/11/19 18:50 (GMT+12:00)

TofMark Davies RSISECIOL
L= 0(2)(2). S(2)0/0)

Subject: FW: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send
Many thanks

Mark - a heap of info below for you and team



Thanks Semsl and A for your advice today.

Cheers Hilary

From: REREE0OD

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 4:38 p.m.

To: Hilary Aikman ESKCEN)
P 9(2)(@), 9(2)(G)(1)

Subject: Dead rats, other species /what to collect & where to send
Kia ora Hilary,

| recommend a mix of fresh and frozen bodies to represent anything,which,might require a
necropsy or toxin testing...so marine species should be included.“Senstbly the'marine
animals would just be 1080 tested to rule in or out any effect of possikle, poison washed
into the ocean. A more comprehensive test would be to alsayhecropsy to check for other
causes of death.....I'm not sure about crab etc necropsies?Sting¥ays and larger vertebrates
seem more likely to show something useful on ne€rkopSyeg injury or starvation. This
would be useful info since just ruling out toxins‘leaves,a question mark, but finding
another cause of death closes the circle.

As discussed, | recommend collecting freshestfooking rat bodies and freezing 10 and
chilling 10 in fridge. Keep the frozen ratsdn case they are needed later. Send the chilled
ones to Massey...in a chilly b with ice bricks is fine by overnight courier or for
something this important | weuld use Pace which is fast from door to door and very
reliable...but costs mofe. J#'would be a shame if the package got lost or delayed...and that's
not unlikely withgstandareseOuriers.

Double bag everyihing so nothing leaks.
Massegy*pathalegy address is on website at

https JAwvww. massey.ac.nz/massey/learning/departments/centres-

reseatch/wildbase/wildbase-pathology/pathology_home.cfm and includes packaging
instructions.

Include the submission form and list any toxins in use. If you request request 1080 testing,
they will send liver and/or muscle to i at Landcare on our behalf.

Alternatively you could send some rats direct to Landcare to speed it up.

I (0 manage the vertebrate pesticide residue database. .. iR is

probably the person doing it now so worth keeping him up to speed.



contact details are:

https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/__data/assets/word doc/0017/27017/Protocol-for-
tissue-sampling.docx

Toxicology Laboratory. Landcare Research. Gerald St.

Lincoln, Canterbury 7608. Phone RSkNSIERIN - Fax 03 321 9998.

It's about $350 a sample for 1080 testing. This can be done from frozen tissues.....s@'l
guess it depends on what we are trying to learn as to which samples you get tested.

Proving the rats were 1080 seems prudent. And ruling out 1080 for the othef’Spgeies on the
beach also seems important, but with the option of freezing, we dont negd toitest it all at
once and could take a measured approach.

10 rats for necropsy is a fantastic sample size. 5 would probably be enotgh. 10 would
make is very hard to dispute the results.

For toxin testing, if the necropsies were all similarythenwewould normally only test a
couple to prove it is toxins. In this case you might want’to do more for extra assurance.

| hope this is helpful.

Let me know if there is any meke info/help | can offer. Texts are best to catch me. I'm
back on tuesday.

Nga mihi

s 9(2)
(), 9(2)

Sent from Werkspace ONE Boxer



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 1:13 p.m.
To:
Subject: Re: rat and weka prelim post mortem report
H e

9(2)(9)(i)
Landcare are already processing some rats for us, so they will just add these to the bill already generated.

Who will recieve the post mortem results from you please ESAINSO0) and RISAECD
Many thanks

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Original message --------
s 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

From:
Date: 13/11/19 10:33 AM (GMT+12:00)
To:

Subject: rat and weka prelim post mortem report

Hello, who shall | ask Landcare to send the invoice for the 1080 testing?
Regards,

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(9)(ii)

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)

B.VSc, Diplomate ACVP

Senior Lecturer in Wildlife Pathology, Wildbase,
School of Veterinary Science

Massey University, Tennant Drive

Palmerston North

phone s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)
email s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

address Wildbase, Schooléf Veterinary Science,
Massey dniversity,iiefinant Drive
PalmerstondNorth 4442
NewsZealand

websites httpd//wildbase.massey.ac.nz

A OMASSEY | scHOOL OF
5 UNINERSITY VETERINARY

L I KMERNGA KT PURENLUEOA
SCIENCE
LINIVERSIPY OF NEW ZEALAMND




From: s 9(2)(a). 9(2)

To:
Subject: FW: rat post mortem reports

Date: Thursday, 14 November 2019 4:23:00 p.m.
Attachments: image001.jpg

From: REQERC

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 4:03 p.m.

B °@(@). 9(2)(9))

Subject: RE: rat post mortem reports

| think the first two (the larger rats from Tuesday) were Norway and the 3 smaller onesgfrom
yesterday), Ship rats,

S 9(2)(@),
9(2 ii
From: REERCI

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 3:12 PM

B °@(@). 9(2)())

Subject: RE: rat post mortem reports

Thanks BEgIGA

Could you tell if whether they were Ship or Norway'rats?

From: REERC

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 3:09 .

To: EEEEC

Subject: RE: rat post mortem reports

Oops, sorry....here you ga

From: RECECOI0

Sent: Thursday,44 November 2019 2:30 PM

To: RREREAO

Subject: RE:frat post mortem reports

£ 92)@),
i B

[S'there meant to be an attachment?

A
From: EREEICD

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:09 p.m.

To: REEECOW)

Subject: rat post mortem reports



These are the reports for the 3 rats sent up yesterday,
P o))
g)(ll

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)

B.VSc, Diplomate ACVP

Senior Lecturer in Wildlife Pathology, Wildbase,
School of Veterinary Science

Massey University, Tennant Drive

Palmerston North

phone s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i))
email s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)
address Wildbase, School of Veterinary Science,

Massey University, Tennant Drive
Palmerston North 4442
New Zealand

websites http://wildbase.massey.ac.nz

SVS Picture Banner for emails

Caution - This message and accompanying datamay contain information that is confidential
or subject to legal privilege. If you are not thegsintendedsecipient you are notified that any
use, dissemination, distribution or copyingf this‘message or data is prohibited. If you
received this email in error, please notifyhus immediately and erase all copies of the
message and attachments. We apolagise for the inconvenience. Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential
or subject to legal privilege. lffyoware not the intended recipient you are notified that any
use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you
received this email in error;jplease notify us immediately and erase all copies of the
message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 2:58 p.m.

To: Hilary Akman; T

Subject: FW: Just got these off Facebook

Attachments: IMG-0649.JPG; IMG-0650.JPG; IMG-0651.JPG; IMG-0652.JPG; IMG-0653.JPG; IMG-0654.JPG;

IMG-0655.JPG

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile + REEESO

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te 4o Téroa

From: Mark 9(2)(a) Daviesh 9(2)(a), 9()(9)(ii)

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 2:07 p.m.

To: Mark Davies RSEREEI

Subject: Just got these off Facebook



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 2:59 p.m.

To:

Subject: FW: Just got these off Facebook

Attachments: IMG-0649.JPG; IMG-0650.JPG; IMG-0651.JPG; IMG-0652.JPG; IMG-0653.JPG; IMG-0654.JPG;
IMG-0655.JPG

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EEEEQIO

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tiroa

From: Mark Davies iSSR0

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 2:18 p.m.

To: Hilary Aikman JREAINEIOL

Subject: Fwd: Just got these off Facebook

Mark Davies
YN 92)(a). 9)(@)(1)

From: Mark§ 92)(2)  WyPRVTNYs 9()(@). 9()(@)i

Sent: Saturday, November 9, 2019 2:06:45 PM

To: Mark Davies REAINSIOL

Subject: Just got these off Facebook




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 2:09 p.m.

To:

Subject: Fwd: Just got these off Facebook

Attachments: IMG-0649.JPG; IMG-0650.JPG; IMG-0651.JPG; IMG-0652.JPG; IMG-0653.JPG; IMG-0654.JPG;
IMG-0655.JPG

Mark Davies

[R5 9(2)(@). 9(2)(9)(i)

From: Mark ISSH Davies RISREOL

Sent: Saturday, November 9, 2019 2:06:45 PM

To: Mark Davies IRSRECOL

Subject: Just got these off Facebook



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 11:06 p.m.
To: Mark Davies
Subject: Re: MR Rats on Westport beach - DOC-6123419

Thanks Mark,

Let me know if there is anything | can do. I've only just heard about this tonight.

Cheers
5 9(2)
@,

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message --------
From: Mark Davies JRENSIO0)
Date: 9/11/19 2:57 PM (GMT+12:00)
To:

Subject: FW: MR Rats on Westport beach - DOC-6123419

fyi

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile + EEAREGCID

Conservation leadership for our nature\Zakina te hi, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tiiroa

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 2:51 p:m.

To: Michael Slater (RERNCRI Hilary Aikman 4
Michael Meehan (RSISIRSI
Sharon Mason RSSO

Subject: MR Rats on'Westport beach - DOC-6123419

Copy fyi
This is adraft MR that | am planning to send out later this afternoon.

Cheers Mark



“ Department of
‘ Conservation

Te Papa Atawhbai

Media release
9 November 2019

Caution urged over rat carcasses on beach

Dog owners are being urged to keep their dogs off Westport beaches after hundreds
of dead rats washed up there in the past 24 hours.

Department of Conservation Western South Island Operations Director Mark Davies
said it is not inconceivable the rats could have washed out of the hills,by'heavy rain
that followed a Tiakina Nga Manu aerial 1080 operation at Te Maruia inithe Lewis
Pass National Reserve recently.

The Te Maruia and Inangahua river catchment feeds intothe Buller River and had a
plague of rats treated with toxin a week ago.

While it is possible the rats came from Te Maruia, reports of dead fish and birds,
along with the rats, are not consistent with thé way, 1080 is understood to work.

The poison operation was also more thaf 140km"away.

“However, until we know otherwise, we have to presume the rats have been
poisoned by 1080 and take a cautienaryiapproach,” Mr Davies said.

Samples have been takenandyurgent testing requested, but any results will take 48-
72 hours.

In the meantime, signs’have been posted at Westport beaches and planning to work
with Regional @nd District councils to remove the dead carcasses is underway.

ENDS

Contactformedia enquiries
media@doc.govt.nz

04494 1911



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 3:27 p.m.
To:
Subject: Fwd: MR Rats on Westport beach - DOC-6123419

NS 9(2) 9(2)
Hi s and

Copy FYI of advice on toxicology analysts. Can | leave this in your hands for Monday please thanks Mark

Mark Davies
YN 9(2)(@), 9C2)(@)1)

From: Hilary Aikman IR

Sent: Saturday, November 9, 2019 3:11 PM

To: Mark Davies

Subject: MR Rats on Westport beach - DOC-6123419

Thanks Mark

has confirmed that specimens should be sent to both landcare and massey. Up to 5 frozen and five
refrigerated of each thing. She is out of town but will try to send through‘contact addresses. Couriers can be
unwilling to take dead stuff so need to decide whether to declare contents. Hilary

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

On 9/11/2019 2:50 PM, Mark Davieswrote:
Copy fyi
This is a draft MR that | am planning to send out later this afternoon.
Cheers Mark



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies
Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 2:54 p.m.

To: S 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: MR Rats on Westport beach - DOC-6123419
Attachments: MR Rats on Westport beach - DOC-6123419.docx
Hi SRR

As requested



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Sunday, 10 November 2019 4:38 p.m.

To: Michael Slater

Cc: Martin Kessick; Peter Brunt; Hilary Aikman
Subject: Re: Please could you investigate and report on this
Hi Mike

Absolutely | have already copied Hilary the note asking for her and her teams support. We don’t have.the capability
or capacity to investigate this within the region. Let’s talk after you have caught up with Martin and Hilary.['think
their thoughts will help give us the best way forward . Cheers

Mark Davies

PH 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(i)

From: Michael Slater RSARNEION)

Sent: Sunday, November 10, 2019 4:34:23 PM
To: Mark Davies (RSSO

Cc: Martin Kessick JRakataiil) Peter BrunijiSICIOW) Hilary Aikman

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi Mark

I need to establish with Martin K/Peter B who will lead the responseito this.
Can we please discuss.

Mike

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

—————————— Forwarded message ----------
From: Lou sanor SR
Date: 10/11/2019 3:34 PM

Subject: Fwd: Please could you inyestigate and report on this

To: Mark Davies IR0 ,Michael Slater IRESERO0) Peter Brunt
S 92)(@), SO

Cc:

FYI

Lou Sanson
DirectogfGeneéral Jiumuaki-Ahurei
Department offonservation | Te Papa Atawhai

-------- Original message --------

From: JREA

Date: 10/11/19 3:27 PM (GMT+12:00)

To: eugenie.sage@parliament.govt.nz, david.parker@parliament.govt.nz, Lou Sanson
Martin Kessick RSNSOI

Subject: Please could you investigate and report on this



Hi
Please could you investigate and report on this
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=10212458854701511&id=1686122190&sfnsn=mo

s 9(2)(a)




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 2:08 p.m.

To:
Subject: FW: Please could you investigate and report on this
Hi S

s 9(2)

Byeyis leading this for me at the district level . Happy if you want to talk with her direct cheers Mark

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

phon AR
on 1271172019 1:50 P, AR o'

Hi Mark

| am working with Amber in the threats team and this was forwarded through te me - who'is leading the response?
Programme Manager — Threats

Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai

v RN

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellingtom601d

gt °@(@). 9@

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te higtiakina te ha, o te ao tiiroa

From: RGO

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 9:26.a.m.

Tos Erk van Eyndhoven R NRRAN

Subject: RE: Please could you investigate andteport on this
Thanks, we really need to know thesesults asap — do you know how the internal response is being managed?
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(1)

Programme Manager — Threais

Biodiversity Group Kahui Ka@noratigkoiora

Department of Conservation- [e Rapa Atawhai

v SRR

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/CQonservation House

PO Box 10 420fWellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

RS °2)(@). 9(2)(@)(i)

Conselvationdeadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiiroa

From: Erik;van Eyndhoven
SéntaMlenday, 11 November 2019 6:58 a.m.
oS 92)@. 9)()

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

Fyi - I've advised Peter that securing samples should be a priority.
Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

—————————— Forwarded message ----------
From: Peter Brunt
Date: 10/11/2019 5:49 PM

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

1



To: Erik van Eyndhoven JRSNCIOL ,Amber Bill RISESOL

Cc:
Heads up and for any initial thoughts.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Davies IR0

Date: 10 November 2019 at 4:37:47 PM NZDT
To: Michael Slater

Cc: Martin Kessick kil , Peter Brunt RESEIOL Hilary Aikman

Subject: Re: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi Mike

Absolutely | have already copied Hilary the note asking for her and her teams support. We dén’thave the capability
or capacity to investigate this within the region. Let’s talk after you have caught up with Martin afid Hilary. | think
their thoughts will help give us the best way forward . Cheers

Mark Davies
Y 9(2)(@), 92)(a)1)

From: Michael Slater
Sent: Sunday, November 10, 2019 4:34:23 PM
5 9(2)(), 9(2)(@)(i)

To: Mark Davies

Cc: Martin Kessick kil ; Peter Brunt HREANGIOS ; Hilary Aikman

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi Mark

I need to establish with Martin K/Peter B who will lead the response to this.
Can we please discuss.

Mike

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

—————————— Forwarded message ----------
From: Lou Sanson
Date: 10/11/2019 3:34 PM

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

To: Mark Davies (RSO0 ,Michael Slate
S 92)(@), SO

Peter Brunt

Cc:

FYI

Lou Sanson

Director-Generalf| Tufmuaki-Ahurei
Department'afiConservation | Te Papa Atawhai
-------- Originalimessage --------

From:M 9(2)(a)

Date: 10/11/29 3:27 PM (GMT+12:00)

To: eugenie.sage@parliament.govt.nz, david.parker@parliament.govt.nz, Lou Sanson ,
Martin Kessick jRSSIOL

Subject: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi

Please could you investigate and report on this

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=10212458854701511&id=1686122190&sfnsn=mo




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Sunday, 10 November 2019 4:11 p.m.

To: pilary Akman; T

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this
Attachments: Screenshot_2019-11-09-13-38-34-560_com.facebook.katana.png
HI Hilary

| will need you and your teams support with this as soon as we get the reports from Massey and Landeare.
Any thoughts on how best to approach this . Can you let me know please cheers Mark

Sent from my Samsung device

———————— Original message --------
From: Lou Sanson RGO
Date: 10/11/19 15:34 (GMT+12:00)
To: Mark Davies (RSO0 , Michael Slater

, Peter Brunt

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this
FYI

Lou Sanson
Director-General | Tumuaki-Ahurei
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhdi

-------- Original message --------

From: RS

Date: 10/11/19 3:27 PM (GMT+42:00)
To: eugenie.sage@parliament.govt.nz, david.parker@parliament.govt.nz, Lou Sanson
Martin Kessick RSISINSOI

Subject: Please could'ygu investigate and report on this

Hi
Please could you investigate and report on this
https://mdacebook.com/story.php?story fbid=10212458854701511&id=1686122190&sfnsn=mo

s 9(2)(a)




s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i1)

From: Zi?rzua;. 9(2)(a)
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 8:52 a.m.
To: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(n)
o:
Cc: Mark Davies
Subject: RE: Rats
Hi g
(Sg?(%)(a” B has checked out beaches up towards Pun in th weekend and found nothing and just north of the Grey

| think there is a good chance these rats could be coming from the Kahurangi jobs many catchments as we have had
big northerly / norwesters for 5 -6 days now which tends to push offshore currents south (for eg the guy who
drowned in the Taramakau was found south of Ross after only a couple of days of Northerly winds. Talking to
who lives and surfs Punakaiki he thinks the eddie caused by the Puni peninsular catches stuff from the Buller not the
Grey.

gperailons Manager

Pou Matarautaki
Department of Conservation —Te Papa Atawhai

Mawhera/Greymouth Office, 17 High Street, P.O.Box 370, Greymouth 7840
Ph s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii) |

M: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Conservation leadership for our nature - Takina te hi, Tiakina, #¢ hao te Ao Tiiroa

Paparc

P‘ Department of o o N
" Conservation - v 3
Te Pape Atarnbai BOOkiI].gS now O} en

From: E2EEZED)

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 8:20 a.m.
7

To: EEEEREO

Cc: Mark Davies jRiataiiy

Subject: Rats

Z(gz(fg(ﬁﬁ’) — you might want tolhave'your guys check the beaches (Cobden etc) for dead rats as we are receiving reports
of rats washed up at Pumiakaiki. The only probable source is from being washed down the Grey River.
Mark — rangers are carrying out further checks on beaches here (Charleston to Granity) and HEs Sl will check

Kohaihai followingwery heavy rain yesterday and additional flooding in the Buller River. Checks of beaches yesterday
didn’t turn up anything.

Samples aregoing todVlassey on the overnight courier.
s 9(2)
(a),



..

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 8:53 a.m.
To: P S

Subject: FW: Rats

fyi

Mark Davies

Director, Operations
Western South Island Region
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810
Mobile +EREERED

Conservation leadership for our nature Tdkina te hi, Tiakina, te ha o t¢'doTitrea

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(i)

From:
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 8:52 a.m.

To: EEEEZET
Cc: Mark Davies jimtuiatt

Subject: RE: Rats

i
IRl has checked out beaches up towards Pun in‘th weekend and found nothing and just north of the Grey

I think there is a good chance these rats could b&comingfrom the Kahurangi jobs many catchments as we have had
big northerly / norwesters for 5 -6 days faiow whichtends to push offshore currents south (for eg the guy who
drowned in the Taramakau was found south of Ross after only a couple of days of Northerly winds. Talking to
who lives and surfs Punakaiki he thinks(the eddie caused by the Puni peninsular catches stuff from the Buller not the

Grey.

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Operations Manager

Pou Matarautaki

Department of Congervation —Te Papa Atawhai

Mawhera/Greymouth ©Office, 17 High Street, P.O.Box 370, Greymouth 7840

Ph s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii) I
M s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Consérvation leadership for our nature - Takina te hi, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tiiroa

Paparos

F‘ Department of . 4 &
Conservation . >
Te Papa Atswbai BOOkings now open




s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)()

From:
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 8:20 a.m.

To: EEOEaOW
Cc: Mark Davies il

Subject: Rats

— you might want to have your guys check the beaches (Cobden etc) for dead rats as we are receiving reports
of rats washed up at Punakaiki. The only probable source is from being washed down the Grey River.

Mark — rangers are carrying out further checks on beaches here (Charleston to Granity) and 3(92()2()?(‘,),) will check
Kohaihai following very heavy rain yesterday and additional flooding in the Buller River. Checks of beachesyesterday
didn’t turn up anything.

Samples are going to Massey on the overnight courier.

9(2)
(),



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:58 a.m.

To: Mark Davies

Subject: RE: Report for rat carcasses

Hi mark,

Can you please ask the externals to keep it under their hats until we get a chance to announce? We def want to be

the ones to lead on it. Just working on the mr now J&

From: Mark Davies IRSINSIOL)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:33 a.m.
To: Michael Slater RSNSOI ; Hilary Aikman RSSO : Martin Kessick
5 9(2)@). 9291

Cc: Amber Bill§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

Hi Mike Martin and Hilary

Landcare have come back with the toxicology results and there is no detection of 1080. | will now work with the
Coms and Media team on our messaging. | will share this with WCRGBDE and\the District health Board Medical
Officer of Health as this now is there matter to pick up. | will Iétithe EPA know as well.

If you need anything more from me at this point please just let me know

Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7840

Mobile EEREQIO

Conservation leadérshipifor our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tiroa

From: BRSSO

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:16 a.m.

To: MarkiDavies IREAINSIOL

Subject:FW: Report for rat carcasses
Land Care report Mark — negative for 1080 in rats.

They have another 4 samples which I've asked them to test plus a Weka just so we have sufficient sample range.

Massey yet to come back, Sa?%)(z) is following up with them now.

s 9(2)
(a),



From: RGEEGIO

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:02 a.m.

To: ERRECU

Subject: Report for rat carcasses

4 90)@),
Hi e

Please find attached the report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach. Where | could | dissected out a muscle
sample and stomach contents from each of the rat carcasses. For three of the rats | was able to do this, for the
fourth sample | could only get a muscle sample, and the fifth sample was just skin and bone so | could not obtain a
muscle sample at all. All samples were <MDL (< method detection limit) of 1 ppb (0.001 pg/g).

Regards
(@),

5 9(2)(@), 9()(9)(ii)

Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research

54 Gerald Street, Lincoln 7608/PO Box 69040, Lincoln 7640
ps °@(@), 9(2)(9)(in)

www.landcareresearch.co.nz

‘ Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Research

Please consider the environment before printing this email

Warning: This electronic message together with any attaéhiments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;
(i) please contact the sender immediately by reply email andithen delete the emails.

The views expressed in this email may not be those @f\LandcaréyResearch New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:53 a.m.

To: Mark Davies; RSSO
Ce: 5 9(2)(@), S)O)(1)

Subject: RE: Report for rat carcasses

Thank you Mark. In time, it will be important to capture the full sample size and results in DOC’s VertebrateResidue
database and the Pesticide Information Review (even the nil results).

when the dust has settled, can you ensure that all the results are sent through to sO we getthe full
picture?

Thanks for your support.

S 9(2)(@), 9(2)
()i
From: Mark Davies IR0

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:33 AM
To: Michael Slater RSNSOI ; Hilary Aikman (SR Martin Kessick
5 9(2)(@). 9(2)(O)(1)

Cc: Amber Bill s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

Hi Mike Martin and Hilary
Landcare have come back with the toxicology results and there is no detection of 1080. | will now work with the

Coms and Media team on our messaging. | will share thistith WERC, BDC and the District health Board Medical
Officer of Health as this now is there matter to pick uptlwill let,the EPA know as well.

If you need anything more from me at this pointiplease just let me know

Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | TefPapa Atawhai

10 Sewell StreetgHokitika 7810

Mobile +RIIESO0)

Conservationyleadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Taroa

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:16 a.m.

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

Land Care report Mark — negative for 1080 in rats.

They have another 4 samples which I've asked them to test plus a Weka just so we have sufficient sample range.

1



Massey yet to come back, is following up with them now.

5 9(2)
(2),

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(in)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:02 a.m.
To: EREERED

Subject: Report for rat carcasses
s 9(2)(a),
Hi N

Please find attached the report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach. Where | could | dissectéd out a muscle
sample and stomach contents from each of the rat carcasses. For three of the rats | was able to do this, for the
fourth sample | could only get a muscle sample, and the fifth sample was just skin and bone so | couldinots6btain a
muscle sample at all. All samples were <MDL (< method detection limit) of 1 ppb (0.001 pg/g).

Regards

5 9(2)
(2),

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)
s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(0)(ii)

Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research

54 Gerald Street, Lincoln 7608/PO Box 69040, Lincoln 7640
hs (@), 9(2)(9)(iD)

www.landcareresearch.co.nz

‘ Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Research

Please consider the environment before printingghis email

Warning: This electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;
(i) please contact the sender immediately bysreply“€mail and then delete the emails.

The views expressed in this email maygnétbe those of Landcare Research New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Michael Slater

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:53 a.m.
To: Mark Davies

Subject: RE: Report for rat carcasses

Hi Mark,

This is great news.Totally changes the discussion which is very helpful.

Need to think through how we best message this out to media etc to put to bed some of the community,debate that
might be happening.

Cheers Mike

Mike Slater
Deputy Director-General Operations
Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Conservation House | 18-32 Manners St, Wellington
DDI: EEREAEID

Conservation for prosperity Tiakina te taiao, kia puawai

From: Mark Davies IR0

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:33 a.m.
To: Michael Slater RISINSIOK ; Hilary Aikman SRSkENGE : Martin Kessick
5 9(2)(@), 9(2)(O)(1)

Cc: Amber Bill MUY

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

Hi Mike Martin and Hilary

Landcare have come back with the toxi¢ologyaresults and there is no detection of 1080. | will now work with the
Coms and Media team on our messaging: | will share this with WCRC, BDC and the District health Board Medical
Officer of Health as this now is thére matterto pick up. | will let the EPA know as well.

If you need anything more from.me at'this point please just let me know

Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Directof, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department0f Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EEEECIO

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Taroa



From: REEEROID

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:16 a.m.

To: Mark Davies INSRECOL

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses
Land Care report Mark — negative for 1080 in rats.
They have another 4 samples which I've asked them to test plus a Weka just so we have sufficient sample range.

Massey yet to come back, is following up with them now.

s 9(2)
(a),

From: EEEEZCM
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:02 a.m.

To: ERRECU

Subject: Report for rat carcasses
s 9(2)(a),
Hi s

Please find attached the report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach. Where'licould | dissected out a muscle
sample and stomach contents from each of the rat carcasses. For three of the rats | was able to do this, for the
fourth sample | could only get a muscle sample, and the fifth sample was just skin and bone so | could not obtain a
muscle sample at all. All samples were <MDL (< method detection limit) of 1 ppb (0.001 pg/g).

Regards

s 9(2)
(a).

5 9(2)(@). 9(2)(0)
s SO, SO0

Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research

54 Gerald Street, Lincoln 7608/PO Box 69040, Lincoln 7640
R 9@, 9(2)(@) (i)

www.landcareresearch.co.nz

‘ Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Resgdrch

Please gonsiderthe eavironment before printing this email

Warning: This electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;
(i) ‘pleasecontact the sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails.

The views expressed in this email may not be those of Landcare Research New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:41 a.m.
To:
Subject: RE: Report for rat carcasses

Cheers not surprising

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile +REIEGOI)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te%4o(Turea

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:37 a.m.

To: Mark Davies SNSRI

Subject: RE: Report for rat carcasses

Hi Mark

Great news. Just for your info, there is a current OlAfer the, Te Maruia Op where they are asking for flightline data
and all correspondence.

Cheers

WSenior Ranger [Biodiversity]
aitiaki-Kanorau Koiora | Department:of,Conservation—Te Papa Atawhai

Mawhera/Greymouth Office | PO\Box 370 Greymouth 7840 | 17 High Street, Greymouth 7805
Cell: E2CECCONN | EmailRSRECED

Conservation for prosperitysFrakina te taiao,

la puawai www.doc.govt.nz

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Thursday, 14':November 2019 11:35 a.m.
To: E2EECEQ

Subject:FW: Report for rat carcasses

Hig 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Copy fyi
Great news
Stand down

Mark Davies
Director, Operations



Western South Island Region
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile +REIEGCI)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Taroa

From:§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(i)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:16 a.m.

ro: wark Davie
Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses
Land Care report Mark — negative for 1080 in rats.

They have another 4 samples which I’'ve asked them to test plus a Weka just so we have sufficient'sample range.

Massey yet to come back, is following up with them now.

5 9(2)
(2),

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

From:

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:02 a.m.
To: EREERED

Subject: Report for rat carcasses

M50,
Hi e

Please find attached the report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach. Where | could | dissected out a muscle
sample and stomach contents from each of the raticarcasses. For three of the rats | was able to do this, for the
fourth sample | could only get a muscle sample, and the fifth sample was just skin and bone so | could not obtain a
muscle sample at all. All samples were <MDL){< method detection limit) of 1 ppb (0.001 pg/g).

Regards
(@),

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)
Manaaki Whenua#Landcare Research

54 Gerald Street, LingdIn@608/PO Box 69040, Lincoln 7640
hs °@(@). 9(2)(9)(iD)

www.landeareresearch.co.nz

‘ Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Research

Please consider the environment before printing this email

Warning: This electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;
(ii) please contact the sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails.

The views expressed in this email may not be those of Landcare Research New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz
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s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 12:00 p.m.
To: L\ALL Hokitika based staff
Subject: RE: Report for rat carcasses Westport Beach

Could you all please keep it under your hats until we get a mr out about this. Shouldn’t be long. Thanks,

From: RGO

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 12:00 p.m.
To: L\ALL Hokitika based staff <L_ALLHokitikabaseds@».nz>
Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses Westport Beach

Hi All
Mark has asked for the attached Landcare report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach to be shared with you
all.

The results have come back showing zero 1080.

Regards

9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 11:18 a.m.
To: Mark Davies

cc

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

Update on timeframe

B

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 11:15 a.m.
To: EREERED

Cc:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(a)(i)

Subject: RE: Report for rat carcasses

i
Yes | had a good weekend, probably quieter than yours by the sounds of it.

| received the rat and weka samples this morning and will startien them this afternoon. All going well | will get them
onto the GC tomorrow afternoon, and hope to report them Wednesdayamorning.

Regards

s 9(2)
(a),

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:51sAM
To: EEEGEARU
Cc: ELRERL

Subject: RE: Report for rat carcasses

Hi N

He you had a nice wéekendand you phone is not running as HOT as mine.

You have probably had té saythis to multiple people, | am sorry to ask again but when will you have finished the
remaining rat and"weka samples please.

Thankyouiso muchfforfyour speedy response.

Regards

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)(i)
Ranger, Biodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District
VIR 92)(@. 9(2)(0)(1)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te h7, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tdroa

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:48 a.m.
To: EREERED

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses



S 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:01 a.m.

To: ERRELU

Subject: Report for rat carcasses
s 9(2)(a),
Hi N

Please find attached the report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach. Where | could | dissected out a'muscle
sample and stomach contents from each of the rat carcasses. For three of the rats | was able to do this;for.the
fourth sample | could only get a muscle sample, and the fifth sample was just skin and bone so | cquld not obtain‘a
muscle sample at all. All samples were <MDL (< method detection limit) of 1 ppb (0.001 pg/g).

Regards

(2),
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)

5 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research

54 Gerald Street, Lincoln 7608/PO Box 69040, Lincoln 7640
ps (@), 9(2)(@)(in)

www.landcareresearch.co.nz

‘ Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Research

Please consider the environment before printing this @mail

Warning: This electronic message together withgamy, att@ehments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;
(i) please contact the sender immediately byfreply @mail and then delete the emails.

The views expressed in this email may not beith@se of Landcare Research New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you,are,not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying'of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Fhank you.

Please consider the environment before printing this email

\WarfAifigmhhis electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;
(1) please contact the sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails.

JBhe views expressed in this email may not be those of Landcare Research New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:27 a.m.

To: R - 0-

ca v RS
Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

Attachments: T7331.pdf

And this is from Landcare — so just double checking that it is Massey we are waiting on.

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:25 a.m.
To: EREERED

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

iiommunlcailons and Engagement Manager, Predator Free 2050 | Customer Engagement Unit

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

Cell: ESEUEEIOI)
Conservation House, 18-32 Manners Street, Wellington.
www.doc.govt.nz

Nga kaupapa me nga whakahaere i noa i Aotearoa
conservationweek.org.nz

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 1:08 p.m.
e 9@@). 92)(@)
Cc: L\Whakautu £X0000XXX @ XXXXXXXXX >
Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

s 9(2)
al (), 9(2)

Can you keep all of Whakautu in the loop in the key messaging as we may have more than one person writing
OIA/DC responses on this.

Thanks
5 9(2)(@),
0(2)(g)(ii)

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora



Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai

(WS °2)@). 9)(@)

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 44710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiiroa

9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Amber Bill

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 12:59 p.m.
To: E2EERED

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses
FYI

Amber Bill
Director Threats, Kaihauti Ao Mérearea

Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora
WS °2)(@). 92))(1)

From: Mark Davies IRSSIRCIO0)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:33 a.m.

To: Michael Slater Hilary Aikman Martin Kessick

Cc: Amber Bill§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

Hi Mike Martin and Hilary

Landcare have come back with the toxicology resultsyand there is no detection of 1080. | will now work with the
Coms and Media team on our messagingsl will share this with WCRC, BDC and the District health Board Medical
Officer of Health as this now is there matter topick up. | will let the EPA know as well.

If you need anything more from me at this point please just let me know

Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western Southylsland Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10/ SewelkStreet, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EERESD

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tiroa

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(i)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:16 a.m.



To: Mark Davies JESARERI

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses
Land Care report Mark — negative for 1080 in rats.
They have another 4 samples which I’'ve asked them to test plus a Weka just so we have sufficient sample range.

Massey yet to come back, is following up with them now.

5 9(2)
(),

From: E2EEZOE0
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:02 a.m.
To: EREERED

Subject: Report for rat carcasses
s 9(2)(2),
il ) o))

Please find attached the report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach. Wherell ¢ould'hdissected out a muscle
sample and stomach contents from each of the rat carcasses. For three of the rats | was able'to do this, for the
fourth sample | could only get a muscle sample, and the fifth sample was just skin‘and bone so | could not obtain a
muscle sample at all. All samples were <MDL (< method detection limit) of ppb (0.001 pg/g).

Regards

S 9(2)
(),

i Whenua — Landcare Research
54 Gerald Street, Lincoln 7608/PO Box 69040, Lincoln 7640

ps °@(@). 9(2)(9)(iD)

www.landcareresearch.co.nz

Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Researgh

Please consider thel@nvifonnent before printing this email

Warning: This electroni€ message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;
(ii) please contactithe sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails.

The viewsfexpreéssed in this email may not be those of Landcare Research New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Michael Slater

Sent: Sunday, 17 November 2019 11:58 p.m.
To: Mark Davies

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

Hi Mark

Havent seen anything out in the media yet around these results ie no 1080 detected so rats clearly died from
something else and as well wont have come from any of our pest treatment sites.

Have | missed the communication or if not when do we expect it to run?

Cheers Mike

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

On 14/11/2019 11:32 AM, Mark Davies jiSESECEEIINENN ot

Hi Mike Martin and Hilary

Landcare have come back with the toxicology results and there is no detectionlef1080. | wilbnow work with the
Coms and Media team on our messaging. | will share this with WCRC, BDC and the\District health Board Medical
Officer of Health as this now is there matter to pick up. | will let the EPA know as well:

If you need anything more from me at this point please just let me know

Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810
Mohile HESKEECOID

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te'hi, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Taroa
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i))

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:16.a.m.
To: Mark Davies
Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses
Land Care report Mark — negative forl080,indats.

They have another 4 samples which J've@sked them to test plus a Weka just so we have sufficient sample range.

Massey yet to come back, is fallowing up with them now.
s 9(2)
(@),

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November2019 11:02 a.m.
To: I
Subject: Report for rat carcasses
s 9(2)(a).
Hi A
Pleasefind attached the report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach. Where | could | dissected out a muscle
sample and stomach contents from each of the rat carcasses. For three of the rats | was able to do this, for the

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

fourth sample | could only get a muscle sample, and the fifth sample was just skin and bone so | could not obtain a
muscléisample at all. All samples were <MDL (< method detection limit) of 1 ppb (0.001 pg/g).
Regards

Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research
54 Gerald Street, Lincoln 7608/PO Box 69040, Lincoln 7640

g s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)



www.landcareresearch.co.nz

Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Research

Please consider the environment before printing this email
Warning: This electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or in it;

(ii) please contact the sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails.
The views expressed in this email may not be those of Landcare Research New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:51 a.m.
To:

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses
Attachments: T7331.pdf

Hi

Can you please share this with |All Hokitika please

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile + EEQESCI

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te 4o Ti#roa

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:16 a.m.

ro: i ovies R
Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses
Land Care report Mark — negative for 1080 in rats.

They have another 4 samples which I've@asked themyte'test plus a Weka just so we have sufficient sample range.

Massey yet to come back, is following up with them now.

s 9(2)
(a),

From: RSO

Sent: Thursday, 14 November2019 11:02 a.m.

To: EREEARQ

Subject: Reportforirat carcasses
5 9(2)(a),

H N

Please find attached the report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach. Where | could | dissected out a muscle
sample andStomach contents from each of the rat carcasses. For three of the rats | was able to do this, for the
fourthisample | could only get a muscle sample, and the fifth sample was just skin and bone so | could not obtain a
muscle sample at all. All samples were <MDL (< method detection limit) of 1 ppb (0.001 pg/g).

Regards

5 9(2)
(2),

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)
(ii)



Manaa! WEenua - Lan!care Research

54 Gerald Street, Lincoln 7608/PO Box 69040, Lincoln 7640
pis °@(@). 9(2)(9)(iD)

www.landcareresearch.co.nz

‘ Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Research

Please consider the environment before printing this email

Warning: This electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, dis! or retain it;
(i) please contact the sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails.
The views expressed in this email may not be those of Landcare Research New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcarerese nz
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s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:33 a.m.

To: Michael Slater; Hilary Aikman; Martin Kessick

Ce: Amber &l
Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

Attachments: T7331.pdf

Hi Mike Martin and Hilary

Landcare have come back with the toxicology results and there is no detection of 1080. | will now work withithe
Coms and Media team on our messaging. | will share this with WCRC, BDC and the District health Board Medical
Officer of Health as this now is there matter to pick up. | will let the EPA know as well.

If you need anything more from me at this point please just let me know

Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile +REIEGCI)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te'hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Taroa

s 9(2)(a), 9()(9)(i)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019:41:16)a.m.

ro: wrk Davies R
Subject: FW: Report for rat caneasses
Land Care report Mark=megative/for 1080 in rats.

They have another4 samples which I've asked them to test plus a Weka just so we have sufficient sample range.

Massey yetto come back, is following up with them now.

5 9(2)
(2),

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:02 a.m.

To:3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Report for rat carcasses

. AT
Hi e

Please find attached the report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach. Where | could | dissected out a muscle
sample and stomach contents from each of the rat carcasses. For three of the rats | was able to do this, for the

1



fourth sample | could only get a muscle sample, and the fifth sample was just skin and bone so | could not obtain a
muscle sample at all. All samples were <MDL (< method detection limit) of 1 ppb (0.001 pg/g).

Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research
54 Gerald Street, Lincoln 7608/PO Box 69040, Lincoln 7640

.
WWW. anica reresearch.co.nz

Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Research

Please consider the environment before printing this email
Warning: This electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it i
(i) please contact the sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails.

The views expressed in this email may not be those of Landcare Research New Zealand Li

r: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;

.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 8:43 a.m.
To: Mark Davies

ca

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses
Attachments: T7334.pdf

fyi

From: E2EEZE0

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 8:42 a.m.

To: 3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i) >
Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: Report for rat carcasses

s 9(2) s 9(2)(a),
Higall and v

Please find attached the report for the rat samples and weka sample sent t6 us via Massey.

Regards

5 9(2)
(2),

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research

54 Gerald Street, Lincoln 7608/PO Box 69040, Lincoln 7640
hs °@(@). 9(2)(9)(iD)

www.landcareresearch.co.nz

‘ Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Resgarch

From:§ 9(2)(). 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:51 AM
To: EEOELED

Cc:i 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject:RE: Report for rat carcasses

Higgl
Hope you had a nice weekend and you phone is not running as HOT as mine.

You have probably had to say this to multiple people, | am sorry to ask again but when will you have finished the
remaining rat and weka samples please.

Thankyou so much for your speedy response.

Regards




5 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(i)
Ranger, Blodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District
M: EEEERED

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hf, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tdroa

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:48 a.m.
To: E2EEAED

Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(in)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:01 a.m.

To: EREERED

Subject: Report for rat carcasses
s 9(2)(a),

Hi N

Please find attached the report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach:Where | could | dissected out a muscle
sample and stomach contents from each of the rat carcasses. For thfee of'therats | was able to do this, for the
fourth sample | could only get a muscle sample, and the fifth sample was just skin and bone so | could not obtain a
muscle sample at all. All samples were <MDL (< method detectionlimit)'ef 1 ppb (0.001 pg/g).

Regards

5 9(2)
(),

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research

54 Gerald Street, Lincoln 7608/PO Box 69040, kincoln 7640
hs °@(@). 9(2)(9)(iD)

www.landcareresearch.co.nz

‘ Manaaki ' Whenua
Landcaredasearch

Please consider the environment before printing this email

Warning:ilihis electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;
(i) please contact the sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails.

dhe views expressed in this email may not be those of Landcare Research New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.
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s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 11:56 a.m.

To: S 9(2)@), 9(2)(@)(i)

ca Mark Davies
Subject: FW: Rat results

N02)
Hi il
I’'m working with j4#8on the comm:s for the rat results.

What were the results of the Massey pathology work?

Given the interest in the results, | think we should make the reports available on the DOC website when we put our
media release out later this week (once we have the final Landcare results back).

Cheers

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(g)(ii

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)
Media Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
DDI: EREECw

Otautahi / Christchurch Office
Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bag 4715, Chtistchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao taroa, i roto i'te,ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the valueof conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 11:08 a.m.
To: E2EEREQ

Subject: FW: Ratdesults

FYI

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 11:03 a.m.
s 9(2)(@). 9()(Q)(1)

S 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

edia <Medix@xxX.XXxXx.nz >

Subject: RE: Rat results

Thanks for clarifying that



Based on conversations I've had with media this morning, we need to be prepared for strong media interest on
Wednesday — either a statement saying when the results are due (suggest time) or a statement with the results and
we will have interview requests, so need to have someone lined up

Cheers, ¥

From:§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(i)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:53 a.m.

WS 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)
Mark DaviesR 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(ii)

s 9(2)(@). 9(2)(@)(i)
Subject: RE: Rat results

; Media <Medix@XXX.XXXX.N2n>

Thanks for the phone call —just to clear up any confusion about what exactly from where we @re waiting on —
see highlights.

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:38 a.m.

To: 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)
Mark DaviesR 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Media <Medix@XXX.XXXX.nz >

Subject: RE: Rat results

That's ok (NSISISEl apologies for the confusion. | proofed thisffiedia reléase for faall last week, it is correct and was

written prior to the final results coming from Massey.

We sent 10 rats in total
e 5to Massey (one was to rotten to test for 1080 butywe have the pathology report), plus one weka,
pathology only — these now need to be tested byslandcare for 1080 with results expected on Wednesday.
e 5to Landcare (one was to rottefiito test), 1080'testing only — These have been tested and no trace of 1080

Attached are the pathology’s from Massey. Landcare have been very good at getting these done as fast as possible,
it is not a quick process. They did notireceivesthe outstanding rat and weka samples from Massey until Thursday,
and Friday was a public holiday. They'take 3 days to process.

5 9(2)(a), 9(2)()(i)
Ranger, Biodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Consefvationy- Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District
M- EEEERED

Conservation, leadership for our nature Takina te h7, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tdroa

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:16 a.m.

i 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)
Mark Daviess 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

s 9@, 9@ ; Media <Medix@xxx.xxxx.nz >

Subject: RE: Rat results

Thanks ?;)’ff,)(z) —there’s some confusion here because last week we were advised they were landcare results — this was

the draft prepared by (S;)’Y(z) . So this was wrong? We need to clarify urgently.



14 November 2019

Initial testing shows no 1080 in rats

Initial results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed up on Buller Beach near Westport last weekend show no
presence of 1080.

The Department of Conservation (DOC) sent ten rats to Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and Massey University
for independent testing to see if the rats had come from an aerial 1080 predator control operation.

Landcare Research testing of four rats found no evidence of 1080. Four further rats will be tested next week,
following work by Massey University to establish their cause of death. Two rats were too decomposéd totest.

DOC West Coast Operations Director Mark Davies says “DOC wanted to share these initial results to reassure\people
that the rats did not contain 1080.”

“We are still awaiting the pathology results from Massey University, which may determine how the ratsidied.
“Tissue from these rats is also being sent to Landcare Research for testing for 1080 next week:”

“However, at this stage it’s looking unlikely that these rats had been exposed to 1080.”

DOC was awaiting further pathology results but the exact cause of death and source ofithe rats may not be able to
be determined.

“We thought it was unlikely the rats would have come from the Te Maruia predator control operation in the
headwaters of the Buller River, 140 km from Westport but it's good to confirm this.”

“Rat numbers have exploded this year due to the heavy beech seeding and how that seed is germinating, they are
desperate for food. This will be driving rats into new areas and may cause them to cross waterways.”

“Predator control is critical to protecting our most at-risk populationfof nativeiwildlife as rats turn to eating native
birds and bats, and fuel stoat numbers.”

DOC rangers worked with other beachgoers for several days |ast weekt6'remove almost 700 rat carcasses and
disposed of them safely according to West Coast Regional Council advice.

As well as tests on rats, a weka and several fish were als6 sent fortesting.

The fish samples were too degraded to test, but it is thought the marine animals which washed up on the beaches
were probably victims of recent prolonged stormy weathernwhich is known to have a negative impact on marine life.
Test results from the weka are still pending.

—Ends—

Contacts

, Communication Advisor Western South Island
Mobile: REEAE0

Email 3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Background thformation
[Deletebackground if not applicable]

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:03 a.m.

To: 3 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
Mark Davies Ikt

s 02, 9@ >: Media <Medix@xxx.xxxx.nz >

Subject: Re: Rat results



B 92)@), 92)
all o))

You have the wrong information, its the right way round, waiting on landcare.
s 9(2)
(@),

Original message --------
From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Date: 18/11/19 9:55 AM (GMT+12:00)

s °(2)(@), 9

}s 9(2)@), 92)(0)(i)
Subject: RE: Rat results

, Media <Medix @ xxx.xxxx.nz >

HI
| think this is the wrong way around — | understand we have landcare but not the massey results.

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:49 a.m.

To: SRR MarkiDavies
5 92)(@), 9(2)(0)(i)

Subject: RE: Rat results

. s 9(2)
Kia ora peee

Are you able to share what the pathology results show?
Nga mihi,

5 9(2)
(a),

ommunications and Engagement Manager; Predator Free 2050 | Customer Engagement Unit

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

[/ °2(@), 9(2)(@)(i)

Conservation House, 18-32 Manners'Street, Wellington.
www.doc.govt.nz

S
vz~ Ng#y TE WIKI TIAKI AO TUROA 14-22 MAHURU
'i;‘ﬁ'— &E Nga kaupapa me nga whakahaere huri noa i Aotearca

-..," ":,w. conservationweek.org.nz

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:46 a.m.
To: RRSRRLY ; Mark Davies

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Subject: RE: Rat results



All pathology testing at Massey is complete.
We have toxicology results for 4 rats, we have 4 rats and 1 weka pending at Landcare, Wednesday | expect they will
be completed.

5 9(2)(a). 9(2)(0)(i)
Ranger, Blodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District
VB 92)(a). 9)(0)(i)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, Tiakina, te hd o te Ao Tdroa

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:38 a.m.
To: SRR Mark Davies kxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxxx.xx_>; IRSkUNSIOL

Subject: Rat results
5 9(2)
e Mark

Can | please have an update on next steps for rat results? | understand there isianother batch undergoing toxicology
testing at Landcare and then there is pathology testing at Massey? Have | got thatprocess right?

Do we have an update on timelines?

We are getting OIA requests for the results (and so is Landcaré)so justswanting to make sure that we line up any
release of information with DOC's official response when it goes out.

Thanks
S 9(2)(@),
0(2)(g)ii)

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiota

Department of Conservation- Te Pgpa Atawhai
WS °2)(@). 9@)()

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/€onservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellingten 6143

Level 2 ConservationfHousepl8-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 4 471 0726

Conservation |@adegship for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiiroa
From: EEEECE0

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 1:14 p.m.

To: 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Re: Rats

One weka, although based on its state of decomposition it's likely it died days before the rats washed up.

———————— Original message --------
From: E2EaE0

Date: 13/11/19 1:11 PM (GMT+12:00)

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(n)



Subject: RE: Rats

Thanks, are any of the other creatures besides the rats being tested?

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS °2)(@. 9))()

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 4 471 0726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

From:§ 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 1:10 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(@). 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Re: Rats

8-10, some will be processed this week, the remainder by the end of next week.

———————— Original message --------
From: E2QEaE0

Date: 13/11/19 11:54 AM (GMT+12:00)
To: EEEEIED

Subject: Rats

(Sa?_%)(z) can you confirm how many samples have been sent away to be tested?

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Keiora
Department of Conservation- Te PapaAtawhai

(\WE° °2)@). 9()(@)i

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington'®143

Level 2 Conservation H@use, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 4471 0726

Conservatign leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

brom: g pvies NN
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 2:25 p.m.
P 92)@). 9R)Q)()

Subject: (no subject)
Sounds great will keep you posted
Mark Davies

Director Operations
Western South Island



p hone 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(i)

On 12/11/2019 2:22 PV, ESREROU > wrote:
Thanks Mark, and faffzgiz) ?a?,(Z) _

| am running the team that is working on DOC’s response to 1080 issues from a legal (RNIAL ) and
compliance, comms HERGAM), engagement, information management (OIAs and proactive release) and security.

| report in to Amber and Hilary and | am interested in where things are at and how they are tracking as we will deyco-
ordinating the OIA responses at this end, plus we take a keen interest in anything that might be 1080 related!

We meet 3 times a week to triage 1080 OIAs and deal with any related 1080 issues, so if there is anything we'¢an

help you with please let me know.

Regards
5 9(2)(a),
9(2)(q)(i)

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS °2)(@). 9)(1)

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 44710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakinate,ha, o te ao tiroa

From: ik ovies
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 2:08 p.m.
To: EREERED

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: FW: Please could you investigate,and report on this

4590,
Hi e
5 9(2)

2l is leading this for me at thedistrict level . Happy if you want to talk with her direct cheers Mark

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South/lsland

phone ERNERR
on 12/11/2039 %50 P, R EEERI - ot

HiMark

'am working with Amber in the threats team and this was forwarded through to me — who is leading the response?

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai

R 9@ 9

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House



PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 4 4710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(in)

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 9:26 a.m.

To: Erik van Eyndhoven (RISIRIOL

Subject: RE: Please could you investigate and report on this

Thanks, we really need to know the results asap — do you know how the internal response is being managed?

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS °2)(@). 9)()

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 44710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te aoitiiroa

Froms ik van Eynchoven TSR
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 6:58 a.m.
To: EREEAED

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

Fyi - I've advised Peter that securing samples shouldbe a priority.

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Peter Brunt IR

Date: 10/11/2019 5:49 PM
Subject: Fwd: Please could yewinvestigate and report on this

To: Erik van Eyndhoven (RN Amber Bill IR0

Cc:
Heads up and for any initial'thoughts.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Davies RSSINCOL

Date: 10.November 2019 at 4:37:47 PM NZDT
To: Michael Slater RSNSOI

Cc: Martin Kessick jRGesaaii >, Peter Brunt SISO , Hilary Aikman

Subject: Re: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi Mike
Absolutely | have already copied Hilary the note asking for her and her teams support. We don’t have the capability
or capacity to investigate this within the region. Let’s talk after you have caught up with Martin and Hilary. | think
their thoughts will help give us the best way forward . Cheers

8



Mark Davies
Y 9(2)(a), 92)(a)1)

From: Michael Slater RRNSION)

Sent: Sunday, November 10, 2019 4:34:23 PM
5 9(2)(@), 9(2)(@)(i)

To: Mark Davies

Cc: Martin Kessick gkttt Peter Brunt JREAENSIOL Hilary Aikman

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi Mark

| need to establish with Martin K/Peter B who will lead the response to this.
Can we please discuss.

Mike

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: 10/11/2019 3:34 PM
Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

To: Mark Davies IREGIOW ,Michael Slater§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)
s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)i)

,Peter Brunt

Cc:

FYI

Lou Sanson
Director-General | Tumuaki-Ahurei
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawh&i

———————— Original message --------

From: G

Date: 10/11/19 3:27 PM (GMT+12:00)

To: eugenie.sage @parlidment.govt.nz, david.parker@parliament.govt.nz, Lou Sanson >,
5 0@, SOG

Martin Kessick
Subject: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi

Please gotild you, investigate and report on this
https://méfacébook.com/story.php?story fbid=10212458854701511&id=1686122190&sfnsn=mo

s 9(2)()




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:46 a.m.
To: BRI 1121 Dovies R
Subject: RE: Rat results

All pathology testing at Massey is complete.
We have toxicology results for 4 rats, we have 4 rats and 1 weka pending at Landcare, Wednesday | expectthey will
be completed.

5 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(i)
Ranger, Blodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District
M: EEEERED

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hf, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tdroa

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:38 a.m.
To: EREEREQ Mark Davie SE2EERED

Subject: Rat results

5 9(2)(a),
S Mark

Can | please have an update on next steps for rat results?l'understand there is another batch undergoing toxicology
testing at Landcare and then there is pathology testing:at Massey? Have | got that process right?

Do we have an update on timelines?

We are getting OIA requests for the results(and so is Landcare) so just wanting to make sure that we line up any
release of information with DOC's official respanse when it goes out.

Thanks
5 9(2)(@),
9(2)(0)(ii)

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager —{Thrgéats
Biodiversjty Gr@updahui Kanorau Koiora

Departmentyof C@nsefvation- Te Papa Atawhai
WH: 2. 92)@)()

Whare'Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

P@Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Fevel 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

Tat64 44710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

From: E2EEZO0
Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 1:14 p.m.

To: 3 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Re: Rats




One weka, although based on its state of decomposition it's likely it died days before the rats washed up.

Original message --------
s 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

From:

Date: 13/11/19 1:11 PM (GMT+12:00)
To: EREERED

Subject: RE: Rats

Thanks, are any of the other creatures besides the rats being tested?

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(1)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai

(R 9@ 9@

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 4 4710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te agyturoa

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(n)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 1:10 p.m.

To: 3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: Rats

8-10, some will be processed this week, the remainder by:the end of next week.

-------- Original message --------
From: E2EE2CD
Date: 13/11/19 11:54 AM (GMT+12:00)
To: EREERED

Subject: Rats

Hig8gfllcan you confirmshow many samples have been sent away to be tested?

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Mdnager = Threats
BiodiversityaGroup Kghui Kanorau Koiora

Department ofjConservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS )@, 92)G)(1)

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 4 471 0726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiiroa

From: Mark Davies IRSSINSIOL)

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 2:25 p.m.
vo

2



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Subject: (no subject)
Sounds great will keep you posted

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

p honcklSEI

On 12/11/2019 2:22 PM, INSISINERIL wrote:

Thanks Mark, and hello ¥ and e

| am running the team that is working on DOC’s response to 1080 issues from a Iegal) and
compliance, comms , engagement, information management (OlAs and proactive release)and security.

| report in to Amber and Hilary and | am interested in where things are at and how they arg'tracking as we will be co-
ordinating the OIA responses at this end, plus we take a keen interest in anything that mightde 1080 related!

We meet 3 times a week to triage 1080 OIAs and deal with any related 1080 issues, se if there is anything we can
help you with please let me know.

Regards
5 9(2)(a),
0(2)(9)(i)

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS °2)(@. 9))()

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation Heuse

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St,*Wellington 6011

T:+64 4 471 0726

Conservation leadership for our naifire Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i))

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November. 2019 2:08 p.m.
To: E2EEROU

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: FW: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi SRR
)(g)(i)
(Saffz) isléading this for me at the district level . Happy if you want to talk with her direct cheers Mark

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

phone SN
0n 12/11/2019 150 v R o=

Hi Mark

I am working with Amber in the threats team and this was forwarded through to me —who is leading the response?
3



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS 92)(@). 9(2(e)(1)

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 44710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 9:26 a.m.

To: Erik van Eyndhoven (RSSO

Subject: RE: Please could you investigate and report on this

Thanks, we really need to know the results asap — do you know how the internal responsejis being managed?

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS °2)(@. 9))()

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6021

T:+64 4 471 0726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina tehi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiiroa

From: Erik van Eyndhoven
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 6:58 a.m.
To: E2EERO0

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this
Fyi - I've advised Peter that seelring samples should be a priority.
Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

—————————— Forwarded'message ----------

From: PeterBrunieiulSEl

Date: 10/14/2019 5:49 PM
Subject: FwdPlease could you investigate and report on this

Toj Erik van£yndhoven SEEEEN ,Amber Bill (SIS

Ce:
Heads up and for any initial thoughts.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Davies IR0

Date: 10 November 2019 at 4:37:47 PM NZDT

To: Michael Slater RSSO



Cc: Martin Kessick IRSINSIOD , Peter Brunt RSN , Hilary Aikman

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Subject: Re: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi Mike

Absolutely | have already copied Hilary the note asking for her and her teams support. We don’t have the capability
or capacity to investigate this within the region. Let’s talk after you have caught up with Martin and Hilary. | think
their thoughts will help give us the best way forward . Cheers

Mark Davies
Y 9)(a), 9) (@)

From: Michael SIater
Sent: Sunday, November 10, 2019 4:34:23 PM
5 9(2)(a), 9(2)()(i)

To: Mark Davies

Cc: Martin Kessick kil ; Peter Brunt RIS Hilary Aikmén

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi Mark

| need to establish with Martin K/Peter B who will lead the response to this.
Can we please discuss.

Mike

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Lo sanson Y

Date: 10/11/2019 3:34 PM

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on‘this

To: Mark Davies jNGKGIGIOR 3,Michael Slater (MSIESER
5 9)@). SO0

,Peter Brunt

Cc:

FYI

Lou Sanson
Director-General | TumdakiZAhurei
Department of Consenvation | J€ Papa Atawhai

———————— Original message ------—--
s9(2)@)

From:
Date:10/11/19 3:27 PM (GMT+12:00)
To: eugenie.sage@parliament.govt.nz, david.parker@parliament.govt.nz, Lou Sanson

Martin Kessick RSNSOI
Subject: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi
Please could you investigate and report on this
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=10212458854701511&id=1686122190&sfnsn=mo




s 9(2)(a)




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 11:38 a.m.
To: T 112 Davies;

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Cc: s 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ih) : Media

Subject: RE: Rat results

9(2)(a), e ege 9(2)(a), .
#A and | have an MR drafted but need to revisit it. Jggifll and I will work together on the rat MR.

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(n)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 11:03 a.m.
B 9C)(a), 9(2)(a)(1)

ark Davies¥ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

2@ 3@ Medja, <XXHXX @XXX. XXXX.XX>
Subject: RE: Rat results

Thanks for clarifying that
Based on conversations I’'ve had with media this morning, we need to be prepared for strong media interest on

Wednesday — either a statement saying when the results are due (suggest time) or a statement with the results and
we will have interview requests, so need to have someone linéd,up

Cheers, ¥

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

From:
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:53 a.m.

fs 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)
Mark DaviesR 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ii)

: AR Media <Medix@xxX.Xxxx.nz >
Subject: RE: Rat results

Thanks for the phone call — juststo clear up any confusion about what exactly from where we are waiting on —
see highlights.

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(1h)

Sent: Monday, 18/November 2019 10:38 a.m.

As 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)
Mark DaviesR 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ii)

. e | <Medix@xxx.xxxx.nz >
Subject: RE: Rat results

That's ok (NSRSl apologies for the confusion. | proofed this media release for f@last week, it is correct and was

written prior to the final results coming from Massey.

We sent 10 rats in total
e 5to Massey (one was to rotten to test for 1080 but we have the pathology report), plus one weka,
pathology only — these now need to be tested by Landcare for 1080 with results expected on Wednesday.
e 5to Landcare (one was to rotten to test), 1080 testing only — These have been tested and no trace of 1080




Attached are the pathology’s from Massey. Landcare have been very good at getting these done as fast as possible,
it is not a quick process. They did not receive the outstanding rat and weka samples from Massey until Thursday,
and Friday was a public holiday. They take 3 days to process.

5 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)
Ranger, Blodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District
VB 92)(a). 92)(0)(i)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, Tiakina, te hd o te Ao Tdroa

From: EREELCM
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:16 a.m.
i 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)(ii)
Mark Davies EASEGLW
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)(ii)
Subject: RE: Rat results

Media <Medix@XXX.XXXX. nz>

Thanks (Sa?%)(z) —there’s some confusion here because last week we were advised they/werellandcare results — this was
the draft prepared by. So this was wrong? We need to clarify urgently.

14 November 2019

Initial testing shows no 1080 in rats

Initial results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed up on Buller Beach near Westport last weekend show no
presence of 1080.

The Department of Conservation (DOC) sent ten rats to/Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and Massey University
for independent testing to see if the ratsthad come from an aerial 1080 predator control operation.

Landcare Research testing of four rats foundino evidence of 1080. Four further rats will be tested next week,
following work by Massey University to.establish their cause of death. Two rats were too decomposed to test.

DOC West Coast Operations Director MarkiDavies says “DOC wanted to share these initial results to reassure people
that the rats did not contain 1080.”

“We are still awaiting the pathologyresults from Massey University, which may determine how the rats died.
“Tissue from these rats is also'being sent to Landcare Research for testing for 1080 next week.”

“However, at this stagé it’s\looking unlikely that these rats had been exposed to 1080.”

DOC was awaiting further pathology results but the exact cause of death and source of the rats may not be able to
be determined,

“We thought it was unlikely the rats would have come from the Te Maruia predator control operation in the
headwaters of theiBuller River, 140 km from Westport but it's good to confirm this.”

“Rat ndmbers have exploded this year due to the heavy beech seeding and now that seed is germinating, they are
desperaté for food. This will be driving rats into new areas and may cause them to cross waterways.”
“Predatoricontrol is critical to protecting our most at-risk population of native wildlife as rats turn to eating native
birdsand bats, and fuel stoat numbers.”

DOC rangers worked with other beachgoers for several days last week to remove almost 700 rat carcasses and
disposed of them safely according to West Coast Regional Council advice.

As well as tests on rats, a weka and several fish were also sent for testing.

The fish samples were too degraded to test, but it is thought the marine animals which washed up on the beaches
were probably victims of recent prolonged stormy weather which is known to have a negative impact on marine life.
Test results from the weka are still pending.



—Ends—

Contacts

Communication Advisor Western South Island

% 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Emai

Background information
[Delete background if not applicable]

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:03 a.m.

fs 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)
Mark DaviesR 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

s 92, 9@ Media <Medix@xxx.xxxx.nz >

Subject: Re: Rat results

B 9@ 92)
(9)iD)
You have the wrong information, its the right way round, waiting on landcare.
s 9(2)
(@),

———————— Original message --------
From: E2QEaE0

Date: 18/11/19 9:55 AM (GMT+12:00)

ls 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ih)
Mark DaviesH 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

{s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(@)(i)
Subject: RE: Rat results

Media <Medix@XXX.XXXX.nz >

HI
I think this is the wrong way around’— | understand we have landcare but not the massey results.

From: RGO

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:49 a.m.
e 9@(@). 92)(@)()

s 9(2)(=), 9(2)()(i)
Subject: RE:Rat fesults

Mark Davies
. s 9(2)

Kia ora e

Are you able to share what the pathology results show?

Nga mihi,

s 9(2)
(a),

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)
ommunications and Engagement Manager, Predator Free 2050 | Customer Engagement Unit

3



Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

Cell: EREIHACIO

Conservation House, 18-32 Manners Street, Wellington.
www.doc.govt.nz

MNga kaupapa me nga whakahaere huri noa i Aotearca
conservationweek.org.nz

rom:
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:46 a.m.

To: 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i) s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(i)

Mark Davies
Subject: RE: Rat results

All pathology testing at Massey is complete.
We have toxicology results for 4 rats, we have 4 rats and 1 weka pending at Landcare, Wednesday | expect they will
be completed.

5 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)
Ranger, Biodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai
Kawatiri/ Buller District

(YR °@(@). 92)(@)() | =5 9)(@). 9()(9)()

Conservation leadership for our natute Takina teéhisTiakina, te ha o te Ao Tdroa

From:§ 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019.9:38 a.m.

To:k§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii) Mark Davies ISR

Subject: Rat results

5 9(2)(a),
(2)(0) 1) LG

Can | please have af update on next steps for rat results? | understand there is another batch undergoing toxicology
testing at Landcare and then there is pathology testing at Massey? Have | got that process right?

Do we have ah update on timelines?

We.are getting OIA requests for the results (and so is Landcare) so just wanting to make sure that we line up any
release of information with DOC's official response when it goes out.

Thanks
S 9(2)(@),
0(2)(g)ii)

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats



Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai

(R °@@). 9R)0)

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 44710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 1:14 p.m.
To: EREEREY

Subject: Re: Rats

One weka, although based on its state of decomposition it's likely it died days before the rats.washed up.

Original message --------
s 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

From:

Date: 13/11/19 1:11 PM (GMT+12:00)
To: EREEREN

Subject: RE: Rats

Thanks, are any of the other creatures besides the rats being tested?

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai

(R 9@ 9R)0)

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St} Wellington 6011

T:+64 44710726

Conservation leadership for our nattire Fakina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(n)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 1:10 p.m.

To: 3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: Rats

8-10, sameywilllbe processed this week, the remainder by the end of next week.

-------- Original message --------
5 9(2)(a), 9()(@)(i)

From:
Date: 13/11/19 11:54 AM (GMT+12:00)

To: RO

Subject: Rats

Higsgll, can you confirm how many samples have been sent away to be tested?

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)




Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS °2)(@). 9))(1)

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 44710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

Fom: ik vies A
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 2:25 p.m.
To: EREEREQ

Subject: (no subject)
Sounds great will keep you posted

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

p hone RRREREU

On 12/11/2019 2:22 PM, JNSISINERIL wrote"

Thanks Mark, and hello sl and s

| am running the team that is working on DOC'’s responsgit0,1080.issues from a legal ) and
compliance, comms ), engagement, informatiéon management (OlAs and proactive release) and security.

| report in to Amber and Hilary and | am interested in where things are at and how they are tracking as we will be co-
ordinating the OIA responses at this end; plus we take a keen interest in anything that might be 1080 related!

We meet 3 times a week to triage 1080 OlAsand deal with any related 1080 issues, so if there is anything we can
help you with please let me know.

Regards
5 9(2)(a),
0(2)(9)(i)

Karyn Stillwel
Programme Mdnhager = Threats
BiodiversityaGroup Kghui Kanorau Koiora

Department ofjConservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS )@, 92)G)(1)

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 4 471 0726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiiroa

From: Mark Davie SESAINEIOQ

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 2:08 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(il)

6



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Subject: FW: Please could you investigate and report on this

B 9()(),
Hi e
s 9(

(a)‘z) is leading this for me at the district level . Happy if you want to talk with her direct cheers Mark

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

phone RN
on 1271172019 1:50 P, R - o'

Hi Mark

I am working with Amber in the threats team and this was forwarded through to me — who is leadingithe response?

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)()

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai

M: + RGO

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6021
T:+64 44710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina t€ ha, o)te ao tiroa

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 9:26 a.m.

To: Erik van Eyndhoven RSSO

Subject: RE: Please could you investigate,and report.on'this

Thanks, we really need to know the results asap — do you know how the internal response is being managed?

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui K@nhorawmkoiora

Department of Conservation-Te Rdpa Atawhai
WS 92)(@). 9()()(1)

Whare Kaupap@ Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Consersation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T: +64/4 47210726

Cohsenvation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiiroa

From: Erik van Eyndhoven (ESECRN

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 6:58 a.m.
ro: R
Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

Fyi - I've advised Peter that securing samples should be a priority.

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer



---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Peter Brun{jNSIGINGIR

Date: 10/11/2019 5:49 PM
Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

To: Erik van Eyndhoven jNSEEEEN ,Amber Bill [ESSICEN

Cc:
Heads up and for any initial thoughts.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Davies IRSSINSIOL)

Date: 10 November 2019 at 4:37:47 PM NZDT
To: Michael Slater RSNSOI

Cc: Martin Kessick kil Peter Brunt SRRSO , Hilary Aikman

EIROERIOO)

Subject: Re: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi Mike

Absolutely | have already copied Hilary the note asking for her and her teams support./Ne don’t have the capability
or capacity to investigate this within the region. Let’s talk after you have gaught up with Martin and Hilary. | think
their thoughts will help give us the best way forward . Cheers

Mark Davies
YN 92)(a). 9)(@)0)

From: Michael Slater (RISRIOU

Sent: Sunday, November 10, 2019 4:34:23 PM
To: Mark Davies (RSSO

Cc: Martin Kessick kSl ; Peter Briuint RSNSOI ; Hilary Aikman

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi Mark

| need to establish with Martin’K/PeterB who will lead the response to this.
Can we please discuss.

Mike

Sent from Workspace ONEBoxer

---------- Forwarded,message ----------

From: 61 Sorsen I RNMSM

Pate: 10/11/2019 3:34 PM

Subject:‘Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

Ti6: Mark Davies jNSICINSIEN > Michael Slater JRSARSEN
s 9(2)(a). 9(2)(@)(i)

,Peter Brunt

Ce:

FYI

Lou Sanson
Director-General | Tumuaki-Ahurei
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai



———————— Original message --------

From: RS
Date: 10/11/19 3:27 PM (GMT+12:00)
To: eugenie.sage@parliament.govt.nz, david.parker@parliament.govt.nz, Lou Sanson ,

Martin Kessick IRSRISIOL)

Subject: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi
Please could you investigate and report on this
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=10212458854701511&id=1686122190&sfnsn=mo

SEAE)




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:16 a.m.

To: - -
ca ==

Subject: RE: Rat results

Thanks jSll - there’s some confusion here because last week we were advised they were landcare results® this was
the draft prepared by (Sa?%)(z) So this was wrong? We need to clarify urgently.

Media release
14 November 2019

Initial testing shows no 1080 in rats

Initial results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed uplen Bullef Beach near Westport last weekend show no
presence of 1080.

The Department of Conservation (DOC) sent ten rats to Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and Massey University
for independent testing to see if the rats had come fromamaerial 1080 predator control operation.

Landcare Research testing of four rats found no evidence of 1080. Four further rats will be tested next week,
following work by Massey University to establish th€ir cause of death. Two rats were too decomposed to test.

DOC West Coast Operations Director Mark Davies says “DOC wanted to share these initial results to reassure people
that the rats did not contain 1080.”

“We are still awaiting the pathology resultsifrom Massey University, which may determine how the rats died.
“Tissue from these rats is also being sent to Landcare Research for testing for 1080 next week.”

“However, at this stage it’s looking unlikely that these rats had been exposed to 1080.”

DOC was awaiting further patholdgy results but the exact cause of death and source of the rats may not be able to
be determined.

“We thought it was unlikely the.rats would have come from the Te Maruia predator control operation in the
headwaters of the Buller,River, 140 km from Westport but it's good to confirm this.”

“Rat numbers have exploded this year due to the heavy beech seeding and now that seed is germinating, they are
desperate for food. This will be driving rats into new areas and may cause them to cross waterways.”

“Predator control is‘ctitical to protecting our most at-risk population of native wildlife as rats turn to eating native
birds and bats, ‘and fuel stoat numbers.”

DOC rangers worked with other beachgoers for several days last week to remove almost 700 rat carcasses and
disposéd of thenvsafely according to West Coast Regional Council advice.

Aswell as tests on rats, a weka and several fish were also sent for testing.

The fish samples were too degraded to test, but it is thought the marine animals which washed up on the beaches
Wwere probably victims of recent prolonged stormy weather which is known to have a negative impact on marine life.
Test results from the weka are still pending.

—Ends—




Contacts

Communication Advisor Western South Island

J° 9@, 9@

Emai
Background information

[Delete background if not applicable]

From: EEEEZCM
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:03 a.m.

s 9@, 9(2)(0)(i)
S 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

s 0@, @) Media <XXXXX @ XXXXXXX. XX>

Subject: Re: Rat results

f85'92)(), 9(2)
Hi I
You have the wrong information, its the right way round, waiting on landcare.

9(2)
(),

Original message --------

From: 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Date: 18/11/19 9:55 AM (GMT+12:00)

Mark Davies I

s 9(2)@). 9(2)(@)(i) Media <Medix@xxx.xxxx.nz >

Subject: RE: Rat results

HI
| think this is the wrong way around — | understand, we have landcare but not the massey results.

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:49'a.m.
To: E2EEAED

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Subject: RE: Rat results

Mark Davies

. 5 9(2)
Kia ora paee

Are you able tofshare’ what the pathology results show?
Nga mihi,

S 9(2)
(),

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)()

ommunications and Engagement Manager, Predator Free 2050 | Customer Engagement Unit
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
cell: EREEARID)

Conservation House, 18-32 Manners Street, Wellington.
www.doc.govt.nz
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From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(iD)
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:46 a.m.
To: 3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i) Mark Davies IR

Subject: RE: Rat results

All pathology testing at Massey is complete.
We have toxicology results for 4 rats, we have 4 rats and 1 weka pending at Landéare,Wednesday | expect they will
be completed.

5 9(2)(a), 9(2)()(i)
Ranger, Biodiversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

Kawatiri/ Buller District
M: EEEERED

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te h7, Tiakina, te hdo te Ao Tdroa

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:38 a.m.

To: 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii) MarkiDaviesH 9(2)(a), 9()(9)(ii)

Subject: Rat results
59(2) , Mark

Can | please have an update@nextsteps for rat results? | understand there is another batch undergoing toxicology
testing at Landcare and then.thereiis pathology testing at Massey? Have | got that process right?

Do we have an update on timelines?

We are gétting OlA'requests for the results (and so is Landcare) so just wanting to make sure that we line up any
release of infermation with DOC’s official response when it goes out.

Thanks
5 9(2)(@),
9(2)(9) i)

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(i)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai

(R 9@ 9@

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House



PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 4 4710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(in)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 1:14 p.m.

To: 3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: Rats

One weka, although based on its state of decomposition it's likely it died days before the rats washed up.

Original message --------
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(@)(i)

From:
Date: 13/11/19 1:11 PM (GMT+12:00)

To: RO

Subject: RE: Rats

Thanks, are any of the other creatures besides the rats being tested?

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ih)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS °2)(@. 9))(1)

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellingtoh,6011

T:+64 4 471 0726

Conservation leadership for our nature Fakina te hijtiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

From: RSO

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2049,1:10,p«m.

To: ERRECU

Subject: Re: Rats

8-10, some will be procéssed thisiweek, the remainder by the end of next week.

———————— Originalmessage --------
From: ERCERE0

Date: 13/12/19111:54 AM (GMT+12:00)

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Rats

(S;)’)(z) , can you confirm how many samples have been sent away to be tested?

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai
WS °2)(@. 9))()




Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 44710726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiiroa

From: wrk oaves RN
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 2:25 p.m.
To: EREEREQ

Subject: (no subject)
Sounds great will keep you posted

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

p hon kSR

On 12/11/2019 2:22 PM JESSIERE > wrote:

Thanks Mark, and hello s and e

| am running the team that is working on DOC'’s response to 1080 issues from a legal ) and
compliance, comms ), engagement, information management(QIAsand proactive release) and security.

| report in to Amber and Hilary and | am interested in where things,areiatiand how they are tracking as we will be co-
ordinating the OIA responses at this end, plus we take a keenlinterest,in anything that might be 1080 related!

We meet 3 times a week to triage 1080 OIlAs and dealdwith anyyrelated 1080 issues, so if there is anything we can
help you with please let me know.

Regards
5 9(2)(a),
9(2)(9)(i)

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui K@nhorawmkoiora

Department of Conservation-Te Rdpa Atawhai
WS °2)(@. 9)()

Whare Kaupap@ Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Consersation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T: +64/4 47210726

Cohsenvation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

from: viark vaves
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 2:08 p.m.
To: EREGEARU

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: FW: Please could you investigate and report on this

HS02)@),
Hi e
A

@l is leading this for me at the district level . Happy if you want to talk with her direct cheers Mark

5



Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

phone AR
on 1271172019 1:50 P, R o'

Hi Mark

I am working with Amber in the threats team and this was forwarded through to me — who is leading the response?

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai

R 9@ %))

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 4 471 0726

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tiroa

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 9:26 a.m.

To: Erik van Eyndhoven (RISECOL

Subject: RE: Please could you investigate and report on this

Thanks, we really need to know the results asap — do yiou know,how the internal response is being managed?

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Programme Manager — Threats
Biodiversity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation- Te Papa Atawhai

(R 9@ 9R)0)(

Whare Kaupapa Atawhai/Conservation House

PO Box 10 420, Wellington 6143

Level 2 Conservation Hause, 18-32'Manners St, Wellington 6011

T:+64 44710726

Conservation leadershig fogour nature Takina te hi, tiakina te ha, o te ao tlroa

From: Erik van Eyndhoven R
Sent: Monday, 21 November 2019 6:58 a.m.
To: BEEELED

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this
Fyi - I've advised Peter that securing samples should be a priority.
Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Peter Brunt IR0

Date: 10/11/2019 5:49 PM
Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report on this

6



By s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(i) s 92)(a), 9(2)(a)i)
To: Erik van Eyndhoven_,Amber Bill

Cc:
Heads up and for any initial thoughts.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Davies jRNEC]

Date: 10 November 2019 at 4:37:47 PM NZDT
To: Michael Slater RSk

Cc: Martin Kessick gty Peter Brunt ghiaiaaiol , Hilary Aikman

Subject: Re: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi Mike

Absolutely | have already copied Hilary the note asking for her and her teams support. We dén’thave the capability
or capacity to investigate this within the region. Let’s talk after you have caught up with Martin ahd Hilary. | think
their thoughts will help give us the best way forward . Cheers

Mark Davies

PHI 9(2)(a), 9(2)a)ii)

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(g)(i)

From: Michael Slater
Sent: Sunday, November 10, 2019 4:34:23 PM

To: Mark Davies JRaRSER
S 9(2)(a), 9(2)a)1)

Subject: Fwd: Please could you investigate and report onthis

Hi Mark

I need to establish with Martin K/Peter Biwho will [eadthe response to this.
Can we please discuss.

Mike

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

---------- Forwarded messagey=----=-
From: Lou Sanson SRk

Date: 10/11/2019 3:34 PM
Subject: Fwd: Pleéasecouldd/ou investigate and report on this

To: Mark®avies IRl ,Michael Slatery
s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(g)(i)

,Peter Brunt

Cc:

FYI

LowSanson
Director-General | Tumuaki-Ahurei
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

-------- Original message --------

From:E& 9(2)(@)




Date: 10/11/19 3:27 PM (GMT+12:00)
To: eugenie.sage@parliament.govt.nz, david.parker@parliament.govt.nz, Lou Sanso>,

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Martin Kessick
Subject: Please could you investigate and report on this

Hi
Please could you investigate and report on this
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=10212458854701511&id=1686122190&sfnsh=mo

5 9(2)()




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 4:12 p.m.
To:

Cc: Mark Davies

Subject: RE: Rat Result MR

s 9(2)(a) 8
Thanks Seyy (:

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 4:11 p.m.
To: EREERED

Cc: Mark Davies > 9@, 92)(@)(i)
Subject: RE: Rat Result MR

S 9(2)
Hey Sl

Looks good. I'd leave out the bits I've crossed out below. | don’t think we need toleok up info about storm events
for them. We provided a possible explanation in the media release.

Cheers

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(g)(ii

5 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)
Viedia Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
DD |- E2CEICw

Otautahi / Christchurch Office
Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3 371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao tiroa; i roto iite ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz

From: SR

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 4:06 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)
Cc: Mark Davies skl

Subject: RE: Rat Result MR

Could you please look this one over too please Fpr?

We stated in the Media Release its not known how the rats died. Re your question around whether a
particular flood could have caused this, we have had a number of flood events lately, but we don’t hold
records of river levels etc — suggest you try Regional Council for that.



DOC did not test for other toxins that could have killed the rats because there has been no use of such
toxins by DOC. DOC is responsible for the effects of 1080 operations it undertakes, and as such we tested
for 1080 because there was a possibility that the rats could have died from use of this toxin — this has been
ruled out and we will not be undertaking further work to investigate the deaths of the rats.

From: Liz McDonald <liz.mcdonald@press.co.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 3:18 p.m.
To: EREERED

Subject: Fwd: Rat Result MR

Hi g4 | am taking over this story from Jo. Can we please get a bit more info if possible about what could have
happened to the rats and other animals washed up and if there was a particular floodevent'it could have been - and
whether this sort of washing up event has been seen before?

Many thanks. Liz

Liz McDonald
Senior reporter
The Press

E XXX XXXXXXXX (@ XXXXX.XX. XX
;s 9(2)(a)

Press House, 158 Gloucester St, Christchurch, 8140, New Zealand
Private Bag 4722

K

—————————— Forwarded message =-------

From: Joanne CarFfoll, <xxxxXX. XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.N2
Date: Wed, 20 Noyv 2019 at 14:17

Subject: Fwd:Rat:Result MR

To: LizMeDonald. <lix.xxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xx.xx_>, IO

Fromdoc

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: EEEEAR0

Date: Wed, 20 Nov 2019 at 2:04 PM

Subject: RE: Rat Result MR

To: Joanne Carroll <joanne.carroll@stuff.co.nz>




The time it takes for a rat to break down varies according to the environment — on land, in warm weather it could be
as quick as two weeks, but in water it would take longer. If the animals had been exposed to 1080, this would have
been picked up through the tests.

From: Joanne Carroll <xxXXXX.XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.N2

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:40 a.m.
To: EREQEARW

Subject: Re: Rat Result MR

Thank. Do you know how long it takes for 1080 to break down in carcasses? Just so we can include that if
people are wondering?

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E joanne.carrolx@xxxxx.xx.xk M S2

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

Kl

---------- Forwarded message ------4-
[N 92)(2). 9(2)()(1)

Date: Wed, 20 Nov 2019 atd1:22
Subject: Rat Result MR

To:

".,\ e R N o M

gy ' - =)
E 4 - o 1 M £ ~
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LEEN <t
- = ] ;ﬁ?;i.«"l.ff-?i‘l-:a‘-; release

20 November 2019

Testing shows no 1080 in rats

Results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed up on North Beach near Westport recently show no presence
of 1080.



Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research tested eight dead rats and one weka. None of these animals had any residue of
1080 toxin. Two other rats were too decomposed to test.

Massey University School of Veterinary Science undertook post-mortem examinations of five of the dead rats but
could not determine their cause of death. The weka was also examined with cause of death unknown.

Department of Conservation (DOC) West Coast Operations Director Mark Davies says the test results confirm that
the rats washed up on the beach are unlikely to have come from an area where 1080 had been used.

“We thought it was unlikely that rats had come from our aerial 1080 operation in Lewis Pass National Reserve near
Maruia, 140 km upstream from Westport.

“We don’t know the source of the dead rats but it’'s possible they came from beech forest areas closer to Westport
in the Buller Gorge, affected by flood conditions.

“Rat numbers have exploded in beech forests due to heavy seeding and now seed is germinating, they are desperate
for food, which can drive them into new areas and cause them to cross waterways,” says Mark:Davies.

“Predator control is critical to protecting our most at-risk population of native wildlife as‘rats turn to eating native
birds and bats and their young this spring and summer.”

DOC sent ten rats for testing. Five went to Massey University for post-mortem, and five to Maanaki Whenua
Landcare Research for toxicology testing.

Following post-mortem, the five rats were also sent to test fofi2080 although two were too decomposed to do this.
The weka was also sent for post-mortem and 1080 testing.

It’s likely the marine animals which also washed up nearWestportavere victims of prolonged stormy weather at the
time, which can have a negative impact on marine life!

About 680 dead rats were collected from North®each over the weekend of 9-10 November. The rats were buried
following advice from West Coast Regional Council.

—Ends—

Contacts

, Communieation Advisor Western South Island
Mobile:

9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Background.information

Copies of the Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research toxicology results and Massey University School of Veterinary
Science pathology reports are available on the DOC website at the following address
bttps://Www.doc.govt.nz/news/oia-responses/tiakina-nga-manu/

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)



Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika

Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. \We apoldgise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, any use,
dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it
should be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the written consent of the copyright ownet! If you have received this e-mail in error please advise
the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information
contained in this e-mail or attached files. Internet communications are not secure, therefore NifigiGroup does not accept legal responsibility for the contents
of this message or attached files.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may gontain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are’notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is gprohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the'message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E joanne.carrolx@xxxxx.xx.xkM GE2IE,

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

K

The,information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, any use,
dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it
should be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise
the sendefimmediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information
contained in this e-mail or attached files. Internet communications are not secure, therefore Nine Group does not accept legal responsibility for the contents
ofithis message or attached files.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:24 a.m.
To:

Subject: Rat Result MR

Thanks great work

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

phone SRR
on 201172019 1121 v, A o'

T higyl ¥

ey SR
\.'H'It':-r Et_l -'l-ﬁfo '?1

T Media release
20 November 2019

Testing shows no 1080 in rats

Results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washedyup on North Beach near Westport recently show no presence
of 1080.

Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research tested eight dead rats and one weka. None of these animals had any residue of
1080 toxin. Two other rats were too decemposed to test.

Massey University School of Veterinary Science,undertook post-mortem examinations of five of the dead rats but
could not determine their cause of.deathaThe weka was also examined with cause of death unknown.

Department of Conservation (DOC) West\Coast Operations Director Mark Davies says the test results confirm that
the rats washed up on the beach are unlikely to have come from an area where 1080 had been used.

“We thought it was unlikely that'rats had come from our aerial 1080 operation in Lewis Pass National Reserve near
Maruia, 140 km upstreamyfrom Westport.

“We don’t know the source of the dead rats but it’s possible they came from beech forest areas closer to Westport
in the Buller Gorgepaffected by flood conditions.

“Rat numbers havefexploded in beech forests due to heavy seeding and now seed is germinating, they are desperate
for food, which'can drive them into new areas and cause them to cross waterways,” says Mark Davies.
“Predatereontrel is critical to protecting our most at-risk population of native wildlife as rats turn to eating native
birds and#ats and their young this spring and summer.”

DOC sent,ten rats for testing. Five went to Massey University for post-mortem, and five to Maanaki Whenua
Landeare Research for toxicology testing.

Following post-mortem, the five rats were also sent to test for 1080 although two were too decomposed to do this.
The weka was also sent for post-mortem and 1080 testing.

It’s likely the marine animals which also washed up near Westport were victims of prolonged stormy weather at the
time, which can have a negative impact on marine life.

About 680 dead rats were collected from North Beach over the weekend of 9-10 November. The rats were buried
following advice from West Coast Regional Council.



—Ends—

Contacts

, Communication Advisor Western South Island
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Background information

Copies of the Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research toxicology results and Massey University Schoolfof Veterinary
Science pathology reports are available on the DOC website at the following address
https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/oia-responses/tiakina-nga-manu/

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika

Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)()




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 12:08 p.m.

To: ; Mark Davies

Subject: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139
Attachments: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139.docx

s 9(2)(a), . s 9(2)
Hi g, can you look this over please. Any comments Mark? fijgl]



“ Department of
‘ Conservation

Te Papa Atawhbai

Media release
14 November 2019

Buller Beach Rats not poisoned by 1080

The test results of rats who died and washed up on a beach north of Westport
on the South Island West Coast are back, and no presence of 1080 was
found, leaving a question around what killed the animals.

The rats which washed up were thought to would have been “a tiny fraction” of
the number killed in the recent Te Maruia Operation whereythg'rats were
thought to have originated from, but the test results confirm that theyrats were
not killed in this operation.

Mark Davies says there are multiple possibilities forgwhat may have caused
the rat deaths. The exact cause of death and source of the rats will most likely
not be able to be determined, but a natural cause eould be declining food
sources as seed in the forest is germinating,»causing rats to engage in
territory expansion, leading them to enterfand eross waterways.

“There are high numbers of rats in the environments this year, the presence
of these rats on the beach demonstrates a largely invisible issue we are
dealing with in our forests right around the country — in mast years they are
overrun by rats and mice, whichifuel high numbers of stoats, which has
devastating consequences for ournative wildlife.”

When DOC was alerted to the'rats on the beach, rangers worked with other
beachgoers to removeralmest 700 carcasses and disposed of them safely
according to West Coast Regional Council advice.

As well as tests’on rats, a weka and a number of fish were also sent for
testing.

Theweka was confirmed not to have been poisoned by 1080. Weka are
known t@ be susceptible to poisoning, although DOC takes measures such as
reducing the toxicity of bait, sowing less bait, and making bait less attractive to
birds to reduce the risk to native birds. The small number of birds lost will be
far outweighed by population gains.

The fish samples were too degraded to test, but fish are not susceptible to
poisoning and it is thought the marine animals which washed up on the
beaches were probably victims of recent prolonged stormy weather which is
known to have a negative impact on marine life.



—Ends—

Contacts

, Communication Advisor Western South Island
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Background information

[Delete background if not applicable]
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s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 4:13 p.m.

To: R - - ARG Viork Davies
ca ML /-

Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

I’'m just getting one of the buller staff to look this over to make sure all correct.

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 4:06 p.m.

Rick Zwaan

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Mark Davies
cc: EagEary Media
SXXXXX @ XXX XXXX. XX>
Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

H EEe
0(2)(9)(i) -
These are great. I've looped i 3(25(;()23 so he’s aware that this is our approach,if media challenge us on having

preliminary results — Mark — be good if you can approve/amend thesé messages so we can close the loop on this.
Cheers

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)
(9)(ii)

From:§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 3:55 p.m.
Rick Zwaan

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Mark Davies a2l

Subject: RE: Media Release - Bullepbeachrats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

Just to confirm the holding méssages,for reactive use only:

e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research but is awaiting
further results due next week before making a public announcement.

e We negd topwaitsntil we have all the test results in, including the results of pathology work, which
may thep determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing to Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and Massey
University.

e A weka and some marine fish species were also sent for testing and we are waiting these results
also.

Nga mihi

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(g)(ii

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 3:37 p.m.



Rick Zwaan

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Mark Davies§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Cc:
Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

Hi everyone

Thanks for the phone call Mark —we are now all agreed that we will wait for next week’s results before making any
public statements. The lines from are good with suggested change on the second line.

We should only use these reactively if media say they know we have some results. Otherwise just say we hope to
have all the results next week.

Cheers

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)
(9)(ii)

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 3:12 p.m.
To:

Rick Zwaan EEECR0

Mark
Davies § 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

i 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC<6128139

; 5 9(2)(a),
Kia oragyaKs

Thanks for these. | presume we would use these reactively only?

Reading between the lines of the second message — it suggests weknow what they didn’t die of and the addition of
the pathology may tell us how they did? In which casefit mayiinvite the question, “So you’re saying the early results
show they didn’t die of 1080 then?”. Could we amehd theximessage to say:

¢ We need to wait until we have,all the test results in, including the results of pathology work, which
may then determine how the rats,died.

Nga mihi,

5 9(2)
(a),

ommunications and Engagement Manager, Predator Free 2050 | Customer Engagement Unit

Department of Conservation | TePapa Atawhai

Cell:B 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

ConservatiomHouse, 18-32 Manners Street, Wellington.
www.doc.govi.nz
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s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:58 p.m.
To: Rick Zwaan [HSECOW

ark
Davies § 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

oy 02)@). 92
Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

Suggest the following holding messages until we’re ready to release results:

Message:

e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research but is awaiting
further results due next week before making a public announcement.

e We need to wait until we have all the 1080 test results, as well as results of pathology work, which
may determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing to Maanaki Whenua LandcareyResearch and Massey
University.

¢ A weka and some marine fish species were also sent for testing and we-are waiting these results
also.

Cheers

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(g)(ii

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)
Media Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
DDI: EREECw

Otautahi / Christchurch Office
Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bagy4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao taroa rotoi te"ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: RickiZwaan
Sent: Thursday, 14:November 2019 2:27 p.m.

WS 9(2)(a), 9(2)(@)(i)

Mark
Davies § 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

B 9C)(@), 92)(@)(i)
Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

TS 9(2)(a). 9(2)
| agree with g

Rick

From §
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:24 PM



s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)

To: Rick Zwaan

Mark

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Davies
Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

HI

| understand we have only tested four — but there’s still more to be done. | think it is prudent to wait until we have
all the test results — and then we can deal it with one story cycle rather than drawing it out. We should also be
seeking out some explanations of how they died and they came to be in the river.

Happy to discuss.

Cheers

s 9(2)(), 9(2)
(©I0)

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:06 p.m.
To:

Rick Zwaa REEECOID

Mark
S 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)(i)

Davies
Subject: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

Looking at putting this out in the morning — and | are working on some other key messages that need to be
addressed. We also need to know that Mark is available as spokesperSomin the am. We are not planning on making

a joint statement with any other agencies. Kind regards,

Caution - This message and accompanying data may'contain,information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you,are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.



“ Department of
‘ Conservation

Te Papa Atawhbai

Media release
14 November 2019

Initial testing shows no 1080 in rats

Initial results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed up on Buller Beach
near Westport last weekend show no presence of 1080.

The Department of Conservation (DOC) sent ten rats to Maanaki \Whenua
Landcare Research and Massey University for independent testing to sée if
the rats had come from an aerial 1080 predator control operation:

Landcare Research testing of four rats found no evidence ef 1080. Four
further rats will be tested next week, following work by MasseysUniversity to
establish their cause of death. Two rats were too decomposed to test.

DOC West Coast Operations Director Mark Dayvies'says “DOC wanted to
share these initial results to reassure peopleithatthe rats did not contain
1080.”

“We are still awaiting the pathology résults from Massey University, which
may determine how the rats died,

“Tissue from these rats is also being sent to Landcare Research for testing for
1080 next week.”

“‘However, at this stage it’s looking unlikely that these rats had been exposed
to 1080.”

DOC was awaiting further pathology results but the exact cause of death and
source of the rat§'may not be able to be determined.

“We thoughtitwas unlikely the rats would have come from the Te Maruia
predater ¢ontrol operation in the headwaters of the Buller River, 140 km from
Westport but it's good to confirm this.”

‘Rat numbers have exploded this year due to the heavy beech seeding and
now that seed is germinating, they are desperate for food. This will be driving
rats into new areas and may cause them to cross waterways.”

“Predator control is critical to protecting our most at-risk population of native
wildlife as rats turn to eating native birds and bats, and fuel stoat numbers.”

DOC rangers worked with other beachgoers for several days last week to
remove almost 700 rat carcasses and disposed of them safely according to
West Coast Regional Council advice.

As well as tests on rats, a weka and several fish were also sent for testing.



The fish samples were too degraded to test, but it is thought the marine
animals which washed up on the beaches were probably victims of recent
prolonged stormy weather which is known to have a negative impact on
marine life. Test results from the weka are still pending.

—Ends—

Contacts

Background information
[Delete background if not applicable]

www.doc.govt.nz



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 3:12 p.m.

To: R - 2~ SRR ' Do
ce

Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

Sorry, been in another urgent meeting for the last hour...
| have some concerns with holding off on sending out this info.

While | agree it would be good to go out with 1 lot of info, the message that the initial tests have come back clear
has already been spread fairly widely.

We will be asked by media tomorrow, when we had said we expected to have results back from the testing as to
what the tests show. | think we do need to say that initial results on the tests have,come back®€lear, but there are
still more results to come back and we should be able to give a final confirmation.next week:

Obviously we don’t want to be premature, but if the word gets out that we.have therésults and aren’t talking about
them, it might lead to talk that we are holding back the results because they are bad and we are trying to hide
something.

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(in)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:58 p.m.
To: Rick Zwaan (RSSO

Mark
Davies § 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

s 92)(@). 9(2)(@)(i)
Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

Suggest the following holding messages‘until we’re ready to release results:

Message:

e DOC has receivedinitial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research but is awaiting
further results dueynext week before making a public announcement.

o We needsto wait until we have all the 1080 test results, as well as results of pathology work, which
may determine how the rats died.

o Tenratswere sent for independent testing to Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and Massey

University.
¢ . A'weka and some marine fish species were also sent for testing and we are waiting these results
also.
Cheers
5 92)@),
PR

5 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(i)
Media Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
DD EREEICW



Otautahi / Christchurch Office
Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3 371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao tdroa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Rick Zwaan
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:27 p.m.

Davies s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)
WS 9(2)(a). 9(2)(g)(ii)

Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

5 9(2)(), 9(2)

| agree with g

Rick

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:24 PM
Rick Zwaan

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ih)

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisgnedy 1080 - DOC-6128139

HI

| understand we have only tested four — but there’s still more to be done. | think it is prudent to wait until we have
all the test results — and then we can dealjit with one'story cycle rather than drawing it out. We should also be
seeking out some explanations of how they'died and they came to be in the river.

Happy to discuss.

Cheers

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)
(9)(ii)

rrom:
Sent: Thursdays 14 November 2019 2:06 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(@). 9(2)(9)(ii) s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Rick Zwaan
Mark
Davies AR

Subject:‘Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

Looking-at putting this out in the morning —and | are working on some other key messages that need to be
addressed. We also need to know that Mark is available as spokesperson in the am. We are not planning on making

a joint statement with any other agencies. Kind regards,

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 10:32 a.m.

To:

Subject: Going out at 11.15. Media release - Testing shows no 1080 in rats

s 9(2)
(@),
Thanks great work much appreciated

Can you please send a pdf version to and ask her to share with the conservation board thankssmark

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

ph one RN

on 20/11/2019 10:23 AM, REEEEETTTTNGGNGNNEEEEEEEEE  ot-:

Just have had results in and will be going out with this at 11.15. Mark is available forinterviews between 12.30 and
1, and 4.30 and 6, so will organise any interviews on that basis. Still need to update MR with link to test results on
DOC website. o

Testing shows no 1080 in rats

Results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed up on North Beach near'Westport recently show no presence
of 1080.

Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research tested eight dead rats and one weka. None of these animals had any residue of
1080 toxin. Two other rats were too decomposed to test.

Massey University School of Veterinary Science undertook pest-mortem examinations of five of the dead rats but
could not determine their cause of death. The weka,wasialso examined with cause of death unknown.

Department of Conservation (DOC) West Coast Operations Director Mark Davies says the test results confirm that
the rats washed up on the beach are unlikely to have come from an area where 1080 had been used.

“We thought it was unlikely that rats hadicome fromiour aerial 1080 operation in Lewis Pass National Reserve near
Maruia, 140 km upstream from Westpopt:

“We don’t know the source of the dead rats bubit’s possible they came from beech forest areas closer to Westport
in the Buller Gorge, affected by flood"conditions.

“Rat numbers have exploded in beech férests due to heavy seeding and now seed is germinating, they are desperate
for food, which can drive themPinto.new areas and cause them to cross waterways,” says Mark Davies.

“Predator control is critical'togorotecting our most at-risk population of native wildlife as rats turn to eating native
birds and bats and theif youngthis spring and summer.”

DOC sent ten rats for testingaFive went to Massey University for post-mortem, and five to Maanaki Whenua
Landcare Research*for toxicology testing.

Followinglpost:maftemm, the five rats were also sent to test for 1080 although two were too decomposed to do this.
The weka was,also,sent for post-mortem and 1080 testing.

It’s likelythe, marine animals which also washed up near Westport were victims of prolonged stormy weather at the
time, which d¢an have a negative impact on marine life.

About 680,dead rats were collected from North Beach over the weekend of 9-10 November. The rats were buried
follewing-advice from West Coast Regional Council.

—Ends—




Contacts

, Communication Advisor Western South Island
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)((i)

Email3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Background information
Copies of the Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research toxicology results and Massey University School of Veterinary
Science pathology reports are available on the DOC website.

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 10:41 a.m.
To: HiIary Aikman; Mark DavieS'
Subject: RE: FW: Toxicology Report and draft Media release re 'rat results' in the Buller

Hi. The toxicology report doesn’t deal with the 8 rats — only 4. Wont we look like we’re withholding the other
results? And be asked for the report for the other 4?
Cheers

s 9(2)(@),
9(2)(9)(iD)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential and subject to legal privilege. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, distr bution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you have received
this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for.the inconvenience. Thank
you.

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 10:06 a.m.
To: EREERED

Subject: Fwd: FW: Toxicology Report and draft Media release re 'rat resultshin the Buller

sent from my phone

—————————— Forwarded message
From: Hilary Aikman RN

Date: 20/11/2019 10:02 AM

Subject: FW: Toxicology Report and draftiMedia releasé re 'rat results' in the Buller
To: LWhakautu <xxxxxxxx@ XXX XXXX.XX

Cc:

fyi

From: Mark Davies IRSSIRSION)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:04 a.m.

To: Hilary Aikman (SRS Martin Kessic
S 9(2)(@), 9(2)()(1)

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

i 92)(@). 9)(9)i)

; Amber Bill
Ken Hughey

Subject: Fwd: Toxicology Report and draft Media release re 'rat results' in the Buller
Team ¢opy fyi this is going out this morning cheers Mark

Mark Davies
DirectorOperations
Western South Island

phon el 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

—————————— Forwarded message ----------
From: E2EERCD

Date: 20/11/2019 8:54 AM
Subject: Toxicology Report and draft Media release re 'rat results' in the Buller



To: Mark Davies ESISEEOQ)

Cc:

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Personal Assistant, Kaiawhina, to Director, Operations, Western South Island
Department of Conservation —Te Papa Atawhai

Mobile:
10 Sewell St, Hokitika 7810

Kia piki te oranga o te ao tdroa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz

Department of
Conservation

Ader ikt

Toro whenua hdu hei Kiwi

New Zealand Govermiment




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 11:55 a.m.
To: Mark Davies;
Subject: RE: MR about toxicology results

Good idea will do

From: Mar vovies I M
Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 11:47 a.m.
To: E2EEROU

Cc: KGRI

Subject: Re: MR about toxicology results

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)

Agree

s 9(2)
(), 9(2)

This will need input from the marine team as it's beyond our regienal level of understanding

Can you please reach out to them and see how you go

| like BRI suogested Q&A approach

Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Regien
ST 92)(@). SR)@))

From: I

Sent: Wednesday, Novembeér 13;52019 11:34:32 AM

To: Mark Davies

c<

Subject: RE: MR about toxicology results

Thanks Mark — if it is 1080 then we will need messaging or Q/A on any other potential risks to seafood and marine

life as this will be the major issues raised by the anti 1080 groups.



From: Mark Davies IRSSIRCIO0)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 10:48 a.m.

To: REEECOID

Subject: Re: MR about toxicology results

rhent R

Great that you guys are thinking about the next steps and messages. Really appreciate this.

The likely timing is Friday for the results so | think we will start getting asked for them by thé media either
on Friday or Monday. | have promised the EPA, WCRC and BDC and Public Health / Medi€al Officer of
Health that we will give them the results straight away and also the opportunity to comment on our media

release.

Can we look at this as two potential scenarios. | think there is a 50/50 likelihoad, that'the results will be
1080 or not. So

Scenario One
1080 caused the deaths

I think this needs to be proactive and that we are upfrontas set out by below. We anticipated this rat
plague as a result of the mega mast 12 months‘@goand these operations are to protect our ecosystems

and wildlife. We need to stress the point thatWwe target to kill rats with 1080 operations.

| think we need to have a clear message that how these dead rats turned up on the beach 140 km down
stream is still unexplained andg&inknown and that we will investigate this. | think we need to be upfront that

this was a surprise to us asawelllandsthat this has never happened before ??

| think we need to annolnee how we are going to get this event investigated so that we can answer this

question.

Just fyi

"am also trying via Hilary to get the EPA to agree to lead an investigation if this event is 1080 related.

Scenario Two

Not 1080 related

Our message is that this is not DOCs business and that this is a district council matter around public
health.

Does this make sense ??



Please let me know what you think

Thanks
Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Region
BTN 92)(2), 92)(a)()

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 9:35 AM

To: Mark Davies: RESHEAO
. ’

Subject: MR about toxicology results

Hi ya both

Just talking to Ba#El now and discussing what to do once we get these toxicology résults¥in, timing etc...looking at
some of the coverage, it would be useful to go out with a media release that celebrates the positive impacts of the
knockdown in rats and what that means for the eco system at Maruid, Jagii§ sgoing to talk to ggfii] about what we
have in terms of preliminary results for the operation with a viewyto'going/out with something late this week/ or

early next week — any update on when the toxicology results will bejia ?

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor-Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika

Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 3:36 p.m.

To: B - - R
ca

Subject: Re: MR about toxicology results

And why we did the operation in the first place

S
(2

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

Original message --------
s 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

From:
Date: 13/11/19 11:34 AM (GMT+12:00)
To: Mark Davies RSiSCOQ)

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: MR about toxicology results

Thanks Mark — if it is 1080 then we will need messaging or Q/A on any other potential risks to seafood and marine
life as this will be the major issues raised by the anti 1080.groups.

From: Mark Davies IRSSINSIOL)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 10:48 a.m.

To:B 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(il)

Subject: Re: MR about toxicology results

Thanks§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Great that you guys are thinking abaut the hext steps and messages. Really appreciate this.

The likely timing is Friday for the results"so | think we will start getting asked for them by the media either
on Friday or Monday. | haveypramised the EPA, WCRC and BDC and Public Health / Medical Officer of
Health that we will give themthe results straight away and also the opportunity to comment on our media
release.

Can we look atsthis, as two potential scenarios. | think there is a 50/50 likelihood that the results will be
1080 or net. Se

Scenagie@ne

#0380 cadised the deaths

| think this needs to be proactive and that we are upfront as set out by (Sa?.%)(z) below. We anticipated this rat
plague as a result of the mega mast 12 months ago and these operations are to protect our ecosystems
and wildlife. We need to stress the point that we target to kill rats with 1080 operations.

| think we need to have a clear message that how these dead rats turned up on the beach 140 km down
stream is still unexplained and unknown and that we will investigate this. | think we need to be upfront that

this was a surprise to us as well and that this has never happened before ??



| think we need to announce how we are going to get this event investigated so that we can answer this
question.

Just fyi

| am also trying via Hilary to get the EPA to agree to lead an investigation if this event is 1080 related.
Scenario Two

Not 1080 related

Our message is that this is not DOCs business and that this is a district council matter around public
health.

Does this make sense ??

Please let me know what you think

Thanks

Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Region
BTN 5(2)(@), A (G)()

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 9:35 AM

To: Mark Daves; RN

Subject: MR about toxicology results

Hi ya both

Just talking to now and discussing what to do once\we get these toxicology results in, timing etc...looking at
some of the coverage, it would be useful to go qut withia media release that celebrates the positive impacts of the
knockdown in rats and what that meansfer the ecosystem at Maruia, is going to talk to about what we
have in terms of preliminary results forfthe operation with a view to going out with something late this week/ or

early next week — any update on whéntheéxtexicology results will be in ?
Communications Advisor-Kaitoh@itehu Whakapa
Department of Consemvation, Hekitika

Western South Island'Région

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)



s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:

Sent: Thursday, 21 November 2019 4:08 p.m.

To: 5 9(2)(a). 9(2)(Q)(M)

Subject: RE: North Beach tide of dead rats test results.
Hi Brooke,

FYI — please see our response below in blue to be attributed to a West Coast DHB spokesperson.

Kind regards
s 9(2)(a),

9(2)(9)(ii)

ZIOEOOIUN | Senior Communications Advisor | West Coast District Health Board

PO Box 387, High Street, Greymouth 7840

Ya]Is 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ih)
Email JEBIUIEAICID) Web www.westcoastdhb.org.nz

From: REEELU

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 2:24 p.m.
To: E2EERCY

Subject: FW: North Beach tide of dead rats test resul
Hi Brooke,

Thanks for your email — | will come bac you on ne.

Kind regards
s 9(2)(a),

b)) I
RO COIOM | Senior Communicatiohs

PO Box 387, High Street, Greymouth 7840

Email JEBIQEACI0)

ooke Jenner RGO

ent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 2:14 p.m.
Communications <Communications@cdhb.health.nz>
Subject: North Beach tide of dead rats test results.

Good afternoon,

My name is Brooke and I'm one of the team at 1 NEWS.



Following the discovery of six hundred dead rats and other wildlife on North Beach on the West Coast earlier in
November, are you able to provide details on your involvement in the investigation, if any?

The West Coast District Health Board (WCDHB) is not directly involved in the investigation, however, the Medical
Officer of Health for West Coast has been made aware of the Department of Conservation’s (DOC) investigation and
the pathology and toxicology findings.

After reading through DOC's toxicology analysis and pathology report, it is clear - and the team has confirmed - the
only toxin tested for was 1080, which begs further questions on what killed these rats and potential ongoing threats
to the environment, animals and people.

Questions about further testing should be addressed to DOC.

In regards to water testing, ESR has advised we speak to public health officials regarding this
Are you aware whether the water is being tested for toxins, not just contaminants that may have killed thesats, but
also dead rats floating downstream spreading possible infections/diseases making the water unsafe?

The Buller River is not the source of drinking water for Westport (the town’s treated wasteWwater iS\discharged into
the river) and as far as the WCDHB is aware, no testing for toxins has been carriegsouifomyrivemwater. The West
Coast Regional Council is the agency involved in monitoring water quality in rivers and lakesyand compliance with
any resource consents permitting discharges into them.

The Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) carries out reqular monitoring ofsseawater and mussel flesh for shellfish
biotoxins at a site near Cape Foulwind (which is south of the mouth of the Baller River). The most recent results from
this monitoring do not show any elevated levels of biotoxins and theke isgettremtly no public health warning for this
site.

Dead animals are regularly washed down rivers in flood and while itlis’unusual to see such large numbers of a
particular animal, there is no public health risk providedipeople avoid handling carcasses or swimming in the river or
at the beach while carcasses are present.

The rats and other dead fish, birds and animals haye alllbeen buried and as such do not pose any ongoing risk to
human health.

Any information you are able to provide is/greatly appreciated.
Kind regards,

Brooke Jenner

This message has been scanned and found to be free of known security risks. The
Information ‘contained in this message and or attachments is intended only for the
persongor entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and or
privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or
taking, of any action in reliance upon, this information by person or entities other
than the intended recipient is prohibited. ITf you receive this in error, please
centact the sender and delete the material from your system and destroy any copies.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 4:46 p.m.
To:

Subject: FW: Rats on Westport beach

Mark Davies

Director, Operations
Western South Island Region
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile +REIEGOI)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te%4o(Turea

From: E2EEZC0
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 12:48 p.m.

To: Mark Davies (RSCR) Michael Meehan RSKEEION Hilary Aikman

Cc: Sharon Mason JARMRIO)

Subject: RE: Rats on Westport beach

Thanks Mark

While | don’t think it’s responsible for the rat'deaths, one of our West Coast health protection officers reminded me
that there is still detectible biotoxinstexinishowing up at Cape Foulwind and because algae are mobile there could be
more concentrated areas. This couldddea factor in the fish deaths. I’'m not sure if DoC or WCRC took any samples of
the dead fish but if they did, assays for biotoxins might be worthwhile (Cawthron is the lab which does the routine
testing for the monitoring programme). And yes, | do know that it’s not unusual for fish and seabirds to wash up on
shore after storm events= but.indinusual circumstances like this, you may need to be able to prove the obvious.

With regard to investigation process, | had thought EPA too but | would not necessarily want it to be the
responsibility of théir eompliance team, whose skillset is enforcement based — and there may well have been no
non-compliance whatever involved in this situation. Another possibility would be to ask another regional council to
carry thesinvestigation out, perhaps one of the larger ones, such as ECan. Mike may want to comment. | agree with
him that DoGds lead agency but the investigation needs to be cross-agency and could be led by an independent
investigators

S 9(2)(a),
Cheers, St

From: Mark Davies RSSO

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:18 AM

To: Michael Meehan 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i Hila ry AikmanB 9(2)(), 9(2)(g)(ii)
Cey Sharon Mason jaAREE




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(a)(ii)

Subject: Re: Rats on Westport beach

Thanks Mike

Appreciate this view and understand it completely. As you know | am keen to get this event investigated by
an independent person and body. This is a very unusual and unexplained set of circumstances and | am
keen to better understand what and how this happened. | am keeping an open mind on scenarios. | d@
think we can not discount interference by 1080 protestors and direct action to disrupt agencies. There will
be learnings that come out of a process like that which will be good for the sector. The outcomeyef the

toxicity is an important piece of the puzzle but | am keen to be ready to announce
Do you have any suggestions of a suitable investigation process ? My thoughts at the. moment are EPA ?

| plan to talk to my National Operations college Director Hilary Aikman latefitoday-aboutthis. If you have

any thoughts on who might be suitable can you please let em know

Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Region
BTN 5(2)(@), ) (G)()

From: Michael Meehan RISEQOU)

Sent: Monday, November 11, 2019 7:30 PM

To: Mark Davies

Cc: RRRECIORENN - Sharon Mason

Subject: Re: Rats on Westport beach

Hi Mark,

Givenfthebeach is clear of carcasses and you and your team has sent the samples away for analysis | am

notisure,what more anyone could actually do.

Think it is a grey area who is lead on this, but am certainly supporting DOC continuing in the lead role
given your focus on marine ecosystems and that it seems on the face of it to have no RMA illegal

discharge or activity associated with it.

Michael Meehan

Chief Executive



West Coast Regional Council

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

On 11/11/2019, at 2:48 PM, Mark Davies NS V' ote:

B 9(2)(a),
Hi S
Nice to hear from you. | am hoping to talk later today with Mike Meehan and ask him and the West
Coast Regional Council to lead an investigation into this incident. | have been in text coms wWith Mike

in last 24 hours and his thinking is to engage an independent investigator to do this work. | support

this approach.

From a Public Health perspective we took a proactive approach on Saturday aftésnoomsstipported by
about 10 members of the local Westport community and cleaned up thedNorth Beach for approx. 4
km of all dead rats and any other fish life. We have disposed of that by buryingit after advice from
from the regional council. We have sent 6 chilled and 6 frezen carcass to both Massey Uni
and LandCare at Massey to both to test for 1080 and or anyother position and autopsy. Hope to get

this done urgently but it will eb a few days.

My Westport team have also been walking thélbeaches,and monitoring if any more animals have

come onto the beach. At this point no furtherhave.
| will keep you posted and copyg/ouinto things from now on
Cheers Mark

Mark Davies
Director, Operations
Western South Island Region

Department.of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EERESCD

Conservation leadership for our natureTakina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tiroa

From: RGO

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 11:49 a.m.



To: Mark Davies ESERSEI

Subject: Rats on Westport beach
Hi Mark

You're probably sick of hearing about this by now. We’ve already had a few inquiries about this
asking about public health risk. So far, | have taken the view that as the rat carcases (and
presumably the other dead fish and birds) have been removed and buried, there is no public health

risk.

Like you, | find it hard to believe that the carcases came over 100km down river from the Te Maruia
drop zone but | guess it’s possible. When | heard about the incident my first thought wasthat there

hadn’t been any recent aerial 1080 operations nearby but that 1080 would inevitably'bé blamed.

I’d appreciate if you’d be able to keep me in the loop of the DoC investigationgfincluding the results
of autopsy and toxicology testing, on an in-confidence basis. | don“tithink the public questions will
go away in a hurry but | won’t be making any media camment ufiless asked and will simply reiterate

the advice I've already given about there being no public healthsFisk if | am asked.

5 9(2)(a),
Cheers, Seyem

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Medical Officer of Health, Mest Ceast/Apiha Hauora o te Hauora, Te Tai 6 Poutini
Community and Public Health/Te/Mana Ora

PO Box 443

3 Tarapuhi Strfeet

Greymough/Mawhera

Phonel 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Email§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)
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This email may contain privileged and confidential information, including health information

protected by the Health Information Privacy Code and the Privacy Act. It is intended solely for the



intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, redistribution, disclosure, or reproduction of this email
and/or its attachments is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete the original message, including
attachments, from your system. Any views or opinions expressed in this email are those of the
individual sender, and do not necessarily reflect those of the Canterbury District Health Board unless

otherwise stated.
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Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase all
copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for thejinconvenience. Thank

you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may containsnformation that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you aresotified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibitedylf you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the méssagesand attachments. We apologise for the

inconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:41 a.m.
To: Mark Davies; IRESIEIO0) Mark Davies; Michael Meehan;

Hilary Aikman; Sharon Mason; [ESAREA

Rats on Westport beach - Media Release sent out this morning.

Subject:

Media release
20 November 2019

Testing shows no 1080 in rats

Results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed up on North Beach near Westport recently show no presence
of 1080.

Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research tested eight dead rats and one weka. None of these animals had any residue of
1080 toxin. Two other rats were too decomposed to test.

Massey University School of Veterinary Science undertook post-mortem.examinations of five of the dead rats but
could not determine their cause of death. The weka was also/examined with cause of death unknown.

Department of Conservation (DOC) West Coast OperationsyDirector/Mark Davies says the test results confirm that
the rats washed up on the beach are unlikely to have eeme frém an area where 1080 had been used.

“We thought it was unlikely that rats had come fromouraerial 1080 operation in Lewis Pass National Reserve near
Maruia, 140 km upstream from Westport.

“We don’t know the source of the dead sats but its,possible they came from beech forest areas closer to Westport
in the Buller Gorge, affected by flood conditions.

“Rat numbers have exploded in beech forestsidue to heavy seeding and now seed is germinating, they are desperate
for food, which can drive them into_ new areas and cause them to cross waterways,” says Mark Davies.

“Predator control is critical to pratecting.our most at-risk population of native wildlife as rats turn to eating native
birds and bats and their young thisépring and summer.”

DOC sent ten rats for testing. Five;went to Massey University for post-mortem, and five to Maanaki Whenua
Landcare Research for toxicology testing.

Following post-mortem, thefive rats were also sent to test for 1080 although two were too decomposed to do this.
The weka was also sentffor post-mortem and 1080 testing.

It’s likely the marine animals which also washed up near Westport were victims of prolonged stormy weather at the
time, whichycan have @ negative impact on marine life.

About 680 dead rats were collected from North Beach over the weekend of 9-10 November. The rats were buried
following advice from West Coast Regional Council.

—Ends—



Contacts

, Communication Advisor Western South Island
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9) (i)

Email: ERRERLD

Background information

Copies of the Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research toxicology results and Massey University School of Veterinary
Science pathology reports are available on the DOC website at the following address
https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/oia-responses/tiakina-nga-manu/

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)()



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 2:04 p.m.
To: Mark Davies
Subject: Re: Testing of beach rats...

On tonight's over night courier service Mark

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

———————— Original message --------
From: Mark Davies jNSSIESION

Date: 11/11/19 2:01 PM (GMT+12:00)
To: EEEEIED

Subject: RE: Testing of beach rats...

Hi B

My understanding from is that these samples have been sent fromyWestport this morning.

Can you please get onto your Landcare contact and see what timeline wé can have or these tests. If they can be
done urgently and in the next few days that would eb great. Can'you let me know how you get on please

TA

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EEREQIO

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Taroa

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019_10:38 a.m.
To: E2EERED

Subject: RE: Testing of beach.ats...
Hi gl

a),
Can you talk with please about this

Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South'lsland Region

Department of,Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell"Sireety, Hokitika 7810

obile A

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tiroa
S 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)(i)

From:
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 10:32 a.m.

TorMark Davies

Subject: Testing of beach rats...

Hello Mark

| assume your staff have the pesticide residue testing arrangements sorted with Landcare Research?
Cheers

S 9(2)(a), 9(2)(@)(ih)
echnical Advisor - Animal Threats



Biodiversity Group—K3ahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)()

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 9:19 a.m.
To: EREEREY

Subject: Various
(a?'%)(z) Sorry | missed you call yesterday. Just tried calling you. Let me know if we can do some testing. We can fit in
urgent tests if needed.

Would you be able to supply contacts in various Doc offices we could contract to see if we can get live stoats. We

continue to struggle to keep up with demand and need to make a concerted effort to get some.

Team Leader Wildlife Ecology & Management Team
Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research

R 9@, 9(2)(@)(i) | M§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(g)(ir)
www.landcareresearch.co.nz

‘ Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Research

Please consider the environment before printing this email

Warning: This electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If youleceivedit in efror: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;
(ii) please contact the sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails,

The views expressed in this email may not be those of Landcare Research New Zgaland Eimited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

. s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)
From:

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 10:39 a.m.
To: Mark Davies

Subject: RE: Testing of beach rats...

Hi Mark

Will do

Thanks, ii&l
From: Mark Davies RSSO

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 10:38 a.m.

To: 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: RE: Testing of beach rats...

il

a),

Can you talk with please about this
Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EERESCD

Conservation leadership for our natuke Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Taroa

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Monday, 11 November2019 10:32 a.m.

Subject: Testing of beach ratsy..
Hello Mafk

| assum@é your staff have the pesticide residue testing arrangements sorted with Landcare Research?

Cheers

| ecinlcai ldvisor - Animal Threats

Biodiversity Group—Kahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)



s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(1)

From:
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 9:19 a.m.

To: ERREC

Subject: Various

fa?%)(z) Sorry | missed you call yesterday. Just tried calling you. Let me know if we can do some testing. We can fit in

urgent tests if needed.

Would you be able to supply contacts in various Doc offices we could contract to see if we can get live stoats. We
continue to struggle to keep up with demand and need to make a concerted effort to get some.

Thanks

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(9)(iD)

Team Lea!er Wi !Iife Ecology & Management Team

Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research

R 9@, 9(2)(@)(i)
www.landcareresearch.co.nz

‘ Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Research

Please consider the environment before printing this email

Warning: This electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, disclose, copy or retain it;
(i) please contact the sender immediately by reply email@nd then delete the emails.

The views expressed in this email may not be those of'Landeare Research New Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:30 a.m.

To: ° 9(2)(a). 92)a)) Mark Davies

ca
Subject: RE: Updated rat MR

Attachments: Media release dead rat results Nov 2019 - DOC-6132561.docx

Thanks, $8@#8lI've amended with those changes.

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:01 a.m.

Mark Davies
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(q)i)

Subject: RE: Updated rat MR

Hi all
DRRRRl and | are happy with the media release, some tweaks are needed

1. “Fish collected from the beach were too degraded to be sent for tésting.” This statement is false and
misleading, NO marine species were collected apart form eneundersize crayfish which was not suitable for
testing. The fish on the beach were not degraded beyond theypoint of testing, I've seen photos of some
pretty fresh carcasses on social media. This sentefce needs'to be removed.

2.“The rats were buried in a deep hole away from,water following advice from West Coast Regional Council.” Do
you mean water supplies??

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 19 November 201945:03 p.m:s

fs 9(2)(2). 9(2)(9)(i) Mark Davies
is 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

s 9(2)(). 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Updated rat MR
Hi Mark and A&

fa?%)(z , as discussedyl’ve updated the media release, presuming tomorrow’s results are negative. Can you
pieasefcheck that details are correct. If the results are different we’ll rewrite tomorrow.

Mark, let'me know if you’d like any changes.

I'suggest we provide links to PDF’s of the results on our website, with the names of Landcare Research and
Massey staff redacted, as we’re likely to be asked for them.

Be good to get this signed off as early as possible tomorrow.

Cheers,
5 9(2)(a),
0(2)(0)(i)



s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)
Media Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
DDI: EREECw

Otautahi / Christchurch Office
Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140

T:+64 3 371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao taroa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 12:11 p.m.
To:

Cc: Government Services

Subject: RE: Westport rats

That's the plan but it's all in Massey and Landcares hands

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

p hone 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

On 12/11/2019 12:10 PV, EESEEER wrote:
| have let him know that we expect results by the end of the week, that is what we,are saying publicly.
S 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(i)

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 12:07 p.m.
Cc: Government Services <GovernmentServices@doc.govt.nz>

Subject: FW: Westport rats

Hi Guys

Can you advise Rick please.

Thanks

(9)(i)

From: Rick Zwaan MR SR

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:21 a.m.
To: Media <Media@doc.govt.nz>; IGO0
cc: ElgEarw
Subject: FW: Westport rats

Hi team,

I’'m just drafting a response testhis‘media request and just wanted to check that we've yet to get
the testing on the rats back yetflikely not until Weds/Thurs right)?

FYI our key messages‘easthis are:

The Department of Gonservation’s Westport staff cleaned up the West Coast beach over the
weekend andsiStinvestigating how the rats died

o This Government is backing nature and we’re using all the tools we have in the box to save our
preciousikaka, kiwi and other wildlife from a predator crisis.

o 4The mega-mast year has meant a massive increase in rats, stoats, and possums which are putting
manyj species at risk of local extinctions. We’re not sitting around waiting while rats, stoats and
possums wipe out our birds and forests.

o We're getting on and doing the work to restore the dawn chorus by investing in conservation; unlike
the previous government who starved DOC of funding.

o If the rats were washed down from the Maruia operation which has yet to be established then it
highlights the large number of rats in those Maruia beech forests. Controlling so many rats
increases the chances of birds such as kaka, kakariki and South Island robin breeding successfully.

Rick Zwaan | Press Secretary & Acting Ministerial Advisor
Office of the Honourable Eugenie Sage

Minister of Conservation, Minister for Land Information
Associate Minister for the Environment

1



6R Bowen House | Parliament Buildings | Wellington 6160

Te Whare Paremata, Te Whanganui-a-Tara 6011, Aotearoa
[SEEMail]

From: Joanne Carroll [mailto:XxXXXXX.XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:06 AM
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(i)

To: Rick Zwaan <
Subject: Re: Westport rats

Thanks, they are pretty yuck! I didn't bother sending the photos of the rats, but here's some other wildlife
that was photographed on Westport along with the rats.







.car IX XX.XX.XkM s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i1)

uth, 7805, New Zealand

On Tue, 12 Nov 2019 at 10:47, Rick Zwaa wrote:

Kia ora Joanne,
What’s your deadline for this?
If you’ve got specific photos do you mind sending them through?

4



Cheers,

Rick

From: Joanne Carroll [mailto:XXXXXX.XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.N}

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 10:24 AM

Tos Rick Zwoan RN -

Subject: Westport rats

Hi Rick,

I'd just like to add a comment from Eugenie Sage about the huge amount of rats and other wildlife,
particularly fish and birds that were photographed washed up on Westport beach.

Is she concerned? Pleased the 1080 is doing its job in a mega mast year?

Is she concerned about the aquatic life photographed if they have been affected by the drop of 10802
Has she been briefed about the situation, could I request a copy of that briefing please.

Thanks

Joanne

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E joanne.carrolx@xxxxx.xx.xkM GESIOEEICI)

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is 0r may beéiconfidential. If you are not the intended recipient, any use,
dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached files is Unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it
should be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the written conseft'@fithe copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise
the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Nine'Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any
information contained in this e-mail or attached files. Internet communications are not secure, therefore Nine Group does not accept legal responsibility for
the contents of this message or attached files.

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, any use,
dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of thisie-mail or any attached files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it
should be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise
the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information
contained in this e-mail or attached files. Interhet communications are not secure, therefore Nine Group does not accept legal responsibility for the contents
of this message or attached files.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 12:57 p.m.
To:

Subject: Fwd: FW: Westport Rats

s 9(2)

(@,
Fyi cheers Mark

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

p honcahilSZR

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Hilary Aikman

Date: 12/11/2019 5:23 PM

Subject: FW: Westport Rats

To: Michael Slater RSINQOW

Cc: Mark Davies

Hi Mike

Speaking with Mark today, he has tried hard to get WCRC to take some@wnership/involvement in this matter but
they are not wanting to get involved, or do any type of investigation. The.current suggestion is that | contact Allan at
EPA tomorrow, suggesting that if any of the rats come back as having 1080 we ask will ask EPA to do an investigation
on this. Are you in agreement? Any advice from the Mapara experience? | will 3(92‘)2()?,),) to learn a bit more about
how they went about it. | am assuming that if there is no 1080,present we go back to the council again suggesting it
is not our issue.

Cheers Hilary

From: Mark Daves
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 9:06 a.m.
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

To: Lou Sanson

Cc: Michael Slater ARSI Karen Jones
5 9(2)@). 92 : Hilary Aikman ESRECl

Subject: Re: Westport Rats
Thanks Lou

Absolutely. Will do
Cheers Mark

Mark Dawies

Director Operations Western South Island Region
YN 5(2)(@), 9C)(@)()

From: Lou Sanson RSO

Sent: Monday, November 11, 2019 8:53:46 PM

To: Mark Davies (RSSINGIRN

Cc: Michael Slater IRSRECOL Karen Jones

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)()

Subject: Westport Rats



Hi Mark

Allan Freeth ( CEO - EPA) phoned stating media and k& want EPA comment.
Their stance is no comment unless rats come up as 1080 positive .

Could we let them know before media pse .

Cheers

Lou

Lou Sanson
Director-General | Tumuaki-Ahurei

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Sunday, 10 November 2019 10:53 a.m.
To:

Subject: RE: Media support

Love it cheers

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile + EEEEEO)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te%4o(Turea

From:§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(i)

Sent: Sunday, 10 November 2019 10:46 a.m.

To: Mark Davies RISIOL
BT (2)(a). 92)@)1)

Subject: Media support

Thanks Mark

P has done a great job supporting you on Oferation{idy Rat.

S 9(2)(@),
0(2)(g) i)
Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

On 10/11/2019 10:09 AM, Mark Davies> wrote:
-

| just want to let you beth,know that | have had exceptional media support fro over the weekend with an
issue that developed(on Saturday around dead rats on the beach in Westport. It really made a huge difference for

me fronting this_issue having that. Just thought you would like to know that cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director,.Operations

Westefn South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Seéwell Street, Hokitika 7810
Mobile + EEEEE0

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tiroa



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:52 a.m.

To:

Subject: RE: 12.50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio

That’s 100% fine! Just tell us ©

From: RGO

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:51 a.m.

To: Mark Davies INSSECOL

Subject: RE: 12.50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Yeah, | might need help chasing him tho if im swamped.

Froms ar vovies M
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:50 a.m.
To: ERGEARU

Subject: RE: 12.50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio
Hi, just for today and tomorrow can you please text this info straight toMark
aIthough is doing this one

k.

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 21:47"a.m.
To: Mark Davies (ESKECR
Subject: 12.50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio

s 9(2)(a), 9(2) . .. .
Hi s can we please lockark in for this mterwemm

From: Nancy Davies <xXXXXXXXXXX @ XXXXXXXXXX.XX.nZ >
Sent: Wednesday, 20,November 2019 11:43 a.m.

To: E2GERC0
Cc: Média<Media@doc.govt.nz>; IREAUNMEIOL)

Subject: Re: FW: Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Okay, some clarity! Can we please lock in 12.50pm?
Number to call is SR or My cellphone if any issues

NANCY DAVIES EXECUTIVE PRODUCER - RYAN BRIDGE DRIVE SHOW MAGIC TALK MEDIAWORKS
MOBIL E HeEeCI0



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 4:23 p.m.

To: 5 9(2)(@). 9(2)(0)(i) Rick Zwaan; IRSECCOID Mark Davies;
S 5@, 30

Cc: 5 5@, 5@

Subject: RE: Buller Rat Messages - use this version.

Prob one for ops to answer...

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 4:22 p.m.

To:
s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Rick Zwaan

Mark Davies§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)
ls 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: Buller Rat Messages - use this version.

-fa?,(?(z) —these look fine. Can you advise why no marine animals were@ent for testing — a big concern for the
anti’s is contamination of seafood.

From §
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 4:18 p.m.

To:
s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Mark Davies§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(iD)
WS 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Buller Rat Messages - use this version.

Hi All
Use this version, which | have chegkedhoffiwith IRSAUNSICICI Note — no marine animals were sent for testing.

e DOC has receiveddnitial‘ratdest results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research but is awaiting
further results due,next week before making a public announcement.

¢ We need to walit untibwe have all the test results in, including the results of pathology work, which
may then determine’how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing. They were tested for presence of 1080 at Maanaki
Whenua'Landcare Research and for cause of death at Massey University.

o _A.weka was also sent for testing and we are waiting this result also.

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 3:55 p.m.

Rick Zwaan

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Mark Davies a2l

Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139



Just to confirm the holding messages for reactive use only:

e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research but is awaiting
further results due next week before making a public announcement.

e We need to wait until we have all the test results in, including the results of pathology work, which
may then determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing to Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and Massey

University.
¢ A weka and some marine fish species were also sent for testing and we are waiting these results
also.
Nga mihi

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(9)(ii

From: RSO

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 3:37 p.m.
Rick Zwaan

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(@)(ii)

Mark Davies§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 -DOC-6128139

Hi everyone

Thanks for the phone call Mark —we are now all agreed that we will\wait for next week’s results before making any
public statements. The lines from Bl are good withANSAIMER suggested change on the second line.

We should only use these reactively if media say they know we have some results. Otherwise just say we hope to
have all the results next week.

Cheers

s 9(2)(2). 9(2)
(9)(ii)

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2049 3:124p.m.

Rick Zwaan B 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

ark
Davies § 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

i 92)(@). 92)(@)(i)
Subject: RE: Media,Release/~ Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

; 5902)(@),
Kia ora HEyey

Thanks forfthese. | presume we would use these reactively only?

Reading between the lines of the second message — it suggests we know what they didn’t die of and the addition of
the pathology may tell us how they did? In which case, it may invite the question, “So you’re saying the early results
show they didn’t die of 1080 then?”. Could we amend the message to say:

e We need to wait until we have all the test results in, including the results of pathology work, which
may then determine how the rats died.

Nga mihi,



s 9(2)
(a),

l!ommunlcallons and Engagement Manager, Predator Free 2050 | Customer Engagement Unit

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

Cell: EAEIHAICD

Conservation House, 18-32 Manners Street, Wellington.
www.doc.govt.nz

TE WIKI TIAKI A0 TUROA 14-22 MAHURU

Mga kaupapa me nga whakahaere huri noa i Aotearoa
conservationweek.org.nz

From: EEEEZCM
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:58 p.m.
To: Rick Zwaa TRSSICION

Mark

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)
WS 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by»1080 - DOC-6128139
Suggest the following holding messages until we’re seadyto release results:
Message:

e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research but is awaiting
further results due next week beforesmaking a public announcement.

¢ We need to wait until wé have all'the 1080 test results, as well as results of pathology work, which
may determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent fordndependent testing to Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and Massey

University.
¢ A weka and some marine fish species were also sent for testing and we are waiting these results
also.
Cheers
5 9(2)(@),
0(2)(9)i

5 9(2)@), 9(2)(@)(i)
Media Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
DD EREECw

Otautahi / Christchurch Office
Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3 371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao taroa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.
3



www.doc.govt.nz

From: Rick Zwaan RSO

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:27 p.m.

Mark

Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)
| agree with g .

Rick

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:24 PM
Rick Zwaan

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Mark
S 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)(i)

Subject: RE: Media Release - Buller beach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOG6128139

HI

| understand we have only tested four — but there’s still moreto,be'dofe. [ think it is prudent to wait until we have
all the test results — and then we can deal it with one story cyglé ratherthan drawing it out. We should also be
seeking out some explanations of how they died and they came to bejin the river.

Happy to discuss.

Cheers

S 9(2)(a). 9(2)
(9)(ii)

From: REEEGIOI

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 20192:06 pm«
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)(i)

Rick Zwaan
Davies RAQELGID
Subject: Media Releasé - Bullembeach rats not poisoned by 1080 - DOC-6128139

Looking at puttingthis outdn the morning - and | are working on some other key messages that need to be
addressedh,We als6 néed to know that Mark is available as spokesperson in the am. We are not planning on making

a joint statementwith any other agencies. Kind regards,

€aution+ This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legalprivilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
ineconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 10:53 a.m.

To:

Subject: Re: Are you happy with these responses?
5 9(2)

Thanks e

I would just tone down the direct link to 1080 in sentence two and just make the point that a precautionary
approach needs to be taken by the public and dog owners. You make that point well in theext couple of

sentences
This looks great over all cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Region
(BTN 92)(2), 92)(a)()

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 10:22 AM

o A

Cc: Mark Davies

Subject: Are you happy with these responses?
Messages - Rats — Buller Coastline — 11 November 2019

From: Jonathan Guildford <jonathan.guildford@stuff.co.nz>

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 20197:12’a.m.

Subject: Re: rats

H just coming back'to you this morning with some further information we received last night. We've been
told more rats are washing up at Waimangaroa beach. Is this true? If so, how many? and have other rats been
found in other spets? We've also been told there are warning signs erected at Waimangaroa warning people to
keep theirdogson a leash and not to let them scavenge. Is this true? If so, is there any public safety info you can
pass on2Also, | know you said any updates would probably come later in the week but has anything further come
this morning?

Asmall number of rats (6) were collected yesterday afternoon off a beach near Waimangaroa. As a precaution
warning signs advising people to keep dogs on a lead have been placed at beach entranceways. Dogs are very
susceptible to poisoning from 1080, and with their propensity to scavenge people do need to be careful and keep
their dogs supervised on leads or keep dogs away from beaches until the results of the toxicology tests come back .

As with any dead animal, precaution needs to be taken if they are handled and we would suggest that people do not

1



handle the dead rats. If they do contain toxin, naturally occurring bacteria will break this down overtime as the
carcasses disintegrate, there is no threat to human health.

Rats and a sample of marine life have been sent for testing to check whether they contain 1080. While it is possible
that the rats have been washed down from an area where rats have been targeted in a recent predator control
operation, it’s unclear what would have cause the marine life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of
the week.

Joanne Carrol

I'm just checking in on test results on the rats at Westport beach. Was any other animals (fish, birds etc) ec
for testing? When do you expect the results to be back? Any more wash up overnight?

A small number of rats (6) were collected yesterday afternoon off a beach near Waimangaroa. As a p

warning signs advising people to keep dogs on a lead have been placed at beach entranceways.

Rats and a sample of marine life have been sent for testing to check whether they contain hile it is possible

that the rats have been washed down from an area where rats have been targetéd i edator control
operation, it’s unclear what would have cause the marine life deaths. We expectfes of these tests by the end of

the week.

Dogs are very susceptible to poisoning from 1080, and with their propensityto scavenge people do need to be

careful and keep their dogs supervised on leads or keep dogs away n'beaches until the results of the toxicology
tests come back . As with any dead animal, precaution needs they are handled and we would suggest
that people do not handle the dead rats. If they do contain,to urally occurring bacteria will break this down

overtime as the carcasses disintegrate, there is no thréat to human health.

Laura Mills
Laura Mills - Hi after the rat plague, is it}safe for p to go fishings in the river downstream of the 1080 drop?
Trout are known to eat mice, but not r ich are typically much bigger than mice. If people have concerns, they

can follow the MPI advice we hav ich suggests people refrain from fishing for trout for a seven day
period after an operation. Fish h@erent metabolism to rats, mice and possums. This is thought to be why
trout are not affected by t@or much higher) dose of the toxin received by the animal predators targeted in
1080 operations.

More about this //www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests-and-threats/methods-of-control/1080/using-1080-

eration was completed on 3 November so now outside of that 7 day window.
er check the Pesticide summary/app on the DOC website to see where 1080 has been applied and when.
very susceptible to poisoning from 1080, and with their propensity to scavenge people do need to be
reful and keep their dogs supervised on leads or keep dogs away from beaches until the results of the toxicology
tests come back . As with any dead animal, precaution needs to be taken if they are handled and we would suggest
that people do not handle the dead rats. If they do contain toxin, naturally occurring bacteria will break this down

overtime as the carcasses disintegrate, there is no threat to human health.

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor-Kaitohutohu Whakapa



Department of Conservation, Hokitika

Western South Island Region
5 9(2)(a), 92)()(1)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 10:57 a.m.

To:

Subject: Re: Are you happy with these responses?
s 9(2)

Hi e

is with me in Westport in a training session
Yes happy for this to go our in my name

Cheers

Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Region
(=Y 92)(2). 92)(a)()

IS
rror S

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 10:54:58 AM

To: Mark Davies IRAINSIOL

Subject: RE: Are you happy with these responses?
Hi Mark, cant get hold ofat the mo, are you happy for me to'send the Laura response in your name — worked

with § S(e)a). 92)e)) and Z(g()a()?l)l) on it.

From: Mark Davies IRSSIRCIOL)

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 10:534a.m.

g ooy

Subject: Re: Are you happy with thesé reésponses?

Thanks e

I would just tone dowmithe direct link to 1080 in sentence two and just make the point that a precautionary
approach needs to bedaken by the public and dog owners. You make that point well in the next couple of
sentences

This looks greatiever all cheers Mark

Mark Davies

DirectornOperations Western South Island Region

PhE 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 10:22 AM

IS
To S



Cc: Mark Davies
Subject: Are you happy with these responses?
Messages - Rats — Buller Coastline — 11 November 2019

From: Jonathan Guildford <jonathan.guildford @stuff.co.nz>

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 7:12 a.m.

o

Subject: Re: rats

Hi just coming back to you this morning with some further information we received last night. We'veibeen
told more rats are washing up at Waimangaroa beach. Is this true? If so, how many? and have other ratsbeen
found in other spots? We've also been told there are warning signs erected at Waimangaroa warhing people to
keep their dogs on a leash and not to let them scavenge. Is this true? If so, is there any public safety info you can
pass on? Also, | know you said any updates would probably come later in the week but has anything further come
this morning?

A small number of rats (6) were collected yesterday afternoon off a beach near Waimangaroa. As a precaution
warning signs advising people to keep dogs on a lead have been placed at beach entraficeways. Dogs are very
susceptible to poisoning from 1080, and with their propensity to scavenge people do need to be careful and keep
their dogs supervised on leads or keep dogs away from beaches until thé results of the toxicology tests come back .
As with any dead animal, precaution needs to be taken if theys@afe'handled and we would suggest that people do not
handle the dead rats. If they do contain toxin, naturally oceurring bacteria will break this down overtime as the
carcasses disintegrate, there is no threat to human health.

Rats and a sample of marine life have been sentfor testingto check whether they contain 1080. While it is possible
that the rats have been washed down from an areawhe€re rats have been targeted in a recent predator control
operation, it’s unclear what would havefcause the marine life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of
the week.

Joanne Carrol

I'm just checking in on test result$,on the rats at Westport beach. Was any other animals (fish, birds etc) collected
for testing? When dofyou exp€ct the results to be back? Any more wash up overnight?

A small number ofsrats (6) were collected yesterday afternoon off a beach near Waimangaroa. As a precaution
warning signs advising people to keep dogs on a lead have been placed at beach entranceways.

Rats andmagsample of marine life have been sent for testing to check whether they contain 1080. While it is possible
that thed#fats have been washed down from an area where rats have been targeted in a recent predator control
operation, it’s unclear what would have cause the marine life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of
the week.

Dogs are very susceptible to poisoning from 1080, and with their propensity to scavenge people do need to be
careful and keep their dogs supervised on leads or keep dogs away from beaches until the results of the toxicology

tests come back . As with any dead animal, precaution needs to be taken if they are handled and we would suggest



that people do not handle the dead rats. If they do contain toxin, naturally occurring bacteria will break this down
overtime as the carcasses disintegrate, there is no threat to human health.

Laura Mills

Laura Mills - Hi after the rat plague, is it safe for people to go fishings in the river downstream of the 1080 drop?
Trout are known to eat mice, but not rats, which are typically much bigger than mice. If people have concerns, they
can follow the MPI advice we have received which suggests people refrain from fishing for trout for a seven da
period after an operation. Fish have a different metabolism to rats, mice and possums. This is thought to be wh
trout are not affected by the same (or much higher) dose of the toxin received by the animal predators tar di
1080 operations.

More about this here: https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests-and-threats/methods-of-control/1080 080-

safely/1080-and-trout/

The Te Maruia operation was completed on 3 November so now outside of that 7 day win

Fishers can check the Pesticide summary/app on the DOC website to see where e plied and when.
Dogs are very susceptible to poisoning from 1080, and with their propensity to'séave people do need to be
careful and keep their dogs supervised on leads or keep dogs away from beaches untilfthe results of the toxicology
tests come back . As with any dead animal, precaution needs to be taken ey are handled and we would suggest
that people do not handle the dead rats. If they do contain toxin, n ccurring bacteria will break this down

overtime as the carcasses disintegrate, there is no threatto h
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9) )

Communications Advisor-Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika

Western South Island Region
5 9(2)(@), 9(2)(@)(i)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Ken Hughey

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 5:53 p.m.

To: Mark Davies; Hilary Aikman; Amber BiII
Subject: Re: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats

All good Mark, but will call if need to!
Keep up the good work

Ken

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message --------

From: Vark Dvie
Date: 18/11/19 5:48 PM (GMT+12:00)
e i D << vshe, AR

To: Hilary Aikman (ESKECEN
Subject: RE: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats

Hi Ken

The point Hilary has made re precautionary is key. It was made by me based on any dead rodent in a public place
like the beach is a health risk to humans and dogs etc. 'made the call based on discussions with the distri t and
regional councils CEOs. This was reinforced by both local councils ie Buller and the regional councils via their
websites. The medical officer of health supportedthe advice notice.

| think another key point is this is not a dog matter. This is a local council matter . Happy to talk on the phone if you
want to give me a call cheers Mark

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

orone SN
On 18/11/2019 1:02 PM Hilary Aikman wrote:

Hi Ken

The warn‘regarding dogs on west coast beaches was highly precautionary — there is no evidence of the rat incident
on the Westport beach is related to the Te Maruia predator control operation and the incident is currently
unexplained: Half of the toxicology results are in, and they show no evidence of 1080. We are waiting for the
remaining results, which are expected on Wednesday this week. We are not expecting them to contain 1080 but are
keen to wait for the full set of results before going public with all the results. Mark Davies is leading on this incident.
CheersHilary

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 12:19 p.m.

To: Hila ry Ai kmang 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i) Ken H ughey s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)
Cc: Amber Bill§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Subject: RE: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats
Regarding the mega mast, there’s a summary below.
Regarding autopsy results on West Coast rats, we need Hilary’s guidance on whether this information can be relayed
by your deadline of tomorrow. No 1080 has been detected in the toxicology results to date. More lab work is
1




pending, but it appears the dead rats are unrelated to our aerial 1080 operations. | understand this information is
confidential, as there is a wish to go public once when all results are in.
Overview of 2019 mast response

e Results from extensive seed sampling across the country in February and March confirmed the biggest
beech mast for more than 40 years with exceptionally heavy seed loads in South Island forests. Rimu forests
and tussock grasslands in the South Island are also seeding heauvily.

e Forest seeding provides a bonanza of food for native species but also fuels rodent and stoat plagues that will
pose a serious threat to native birds and other wildlife as predator populations build up next spring and
summer.

e Eugenie Sage said that new funding of $81.2 million in Budget 2018 over four years had enabled DOC to
scale up its predator control programme to respond to the threat posed by the mega mast.

e DOC is planning its largest-ever predator control programme for 2019/2020, at a cost of $41 million, to
suppress rats, stoats and possums over about 900,000 hectares or 10 per cent of conservation land.Planhed
predator control areas are shown in the attached maps.

e Responding to the increased threat from introduced predators during such a big mast year isicritical' if we
are to retain our unique native species that set New Zealand apart from the rest of the world. If we don’t
act, we could lose populations of bird species like our tree-hole nesting orange-fronted parakeet and
mohua, and bats, which are so vulnerable to rat plagues.

e DOC’s Tiakina Nga Manu predator control programme, previously knowntas Battle for'our Birds, uses aerially
applied 1080 pesticide and large-scale trapping to protect native birdsjbats, frogs, lizards and giant land
snails at the most important sites across the country.

e This work is carefully targeted to sustain the most vulnerable populations ofkiwi, kaka, kea, whio/blue duck,
mohua/yellowhead, kakaraki/orange-fronted parakeet, rock wren/tuke, long and short tailed
bats/pekapeka, native frogs and Powelliphanta snails.

e Priority sites for predator control include Kahurangi, Abel Tasman,Arthur’s Pass, Westland, Mt Aspiring and
Fiordland national parks, the Catlins and Whirinaki. The programme includes more than 66,000 ha of
trapping with the remainder (roughly 850,000 ha) aerial 1080 operations.

e Aerially applied 1080 is the only tool currently available,that can effectively knock down rodents over large
areas before they reach plague levels after a beech mast. Numerous studies show that it protects vulnerable
wildlife and allows birds to produce more chicksto sustain and build their populations.

e DOC has been consulting with iwi partners, regionalcouncils and other pest control agencies, community
groups and neighbouring landowners since,2018as part of its planning.

e To date DOC has completed roughly 500,000 hectares of aerial 1080 predator control in 2019, with no
verified report of any significant'non=target impacts.

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)()
Department of Conservation
PO Box 528

Taupo 3351
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i))

WEB: www.doc.govt.nz
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

From: Amber Bill

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 11:19 a.m.
To: EEGEAEU Hilary Aikman ESERED

Cc: Amber Bill REEEZRT Ken Hughey RESEREU

Subject: FW: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats

HiAmber is away at a workshop all week, but after speaking with we believe this is best places

with yol to reply.

Thank you,

5 9(2)

().
9(2)

Personal Assistant to Amber Bill, Director Threats
Biodiversity Group K&hui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

Wl 52)(2). 92)(Q)() |

www.doc.govt.nz

From: Ken Hughey RN

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:32 a.m.




To: Amber Bill§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: FW: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats
Sorry Amber!

From: Ken Hughey

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:22 a.m.

To: Erik van Eyndhoven (ISR

[of° °©)@) 9200 Michael Slater N

Subject: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats

Erik, but it may be others?

Juliet Gerard contacted me over the weekend re the rats on the beach on the West Coast and the potential for
secondary dog poisoning. She would like me to provide a ‘once over lightly’ 1-2 page update just in bullet points re
this. | had previously talked to her about the mega mast and the mega number of rats on some areasi@speciallyin
Buller and NW Nelson but aware its an issue in some other places as well. Think what would be good would be an
update on mega mast, link to mega rats in places (which places, generally), suggestion of profound impact such will
have on birds in particular if left uncontrolled, means of control (largely 1080 given scale of problem),iconditions
(probably the huge rainfall events, or??) that have led to rats washing up on beaches, any autopsy results (re cause
of rats deaths), and then any consequential impacts. You may already have done this or want to point me to a
briefing — whatever the case | need to get back to her by tomorrow.

Thanks Ken



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Ken Hughey

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 7:18 a.m.

To: Mark Davies; Hilary Aikman; Amber BiII;
Subject: Re: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats

Hi team. Any update on remaining autopsies and generally on cause of death
Ken

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message --------

rom: ek Oovies R
Date: 18/11/19 5:48 PM (GMT+12:00)

To: Hilary Aikman (ESEECEN

s 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: RE: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats

Hi Ken

The point Hilary has made re precautionary is key. It was made by.me based on any dead rodent in a public place
like the beach is a health risk to humans and dogs etc. | made'the call based on discussions with the distri t and
regional councils CEOs. This was reinforced by both local councils ie/Buller and the regional councils via their
websites. The medical officer of health supported the advice notice.

| think another key point is this is not a doc matter. Fhis‘is.a local council matter . Happy to talk on the phone if you
want to give me a call cheers Mark

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

phone SR
On 18/11/2019 1:02 PM, Hilgfry Aikman_ 9(2)(a), 9)(@)() wrote:

Hi Ken

The warn regarding dogs on wést coast beaches was highly precautionary — there is no evidence of the rat incident
on the Westport beach s related to the Te Maruia predator control operation and the incident is currently
unexplained. Half of the teXicology results are in, and they show no evidence of 1080. We are waiting for the
remainingresultsywhich are expected on Wednesday this week. We are not expecting them to contain 1080 but are
keen to waitfer thesfull set of results before going public with all the results. Mark Davies is leading on this incident.
CheersfHilary

5 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

From:
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 12:19 p.m.

To: H|Iary Aikmang 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i) Ken H ughey s 9(2)(a), 9()(9)(ii)
Cc: Amber Bill§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats

Regarding the mega mast, there’s a summary below.

Regarding autopsy results on West Coast rats, we need Hilary’s guidance on whether this information can be relayed
by your deadline of tomorrow. No 1080 has been detected in the toxicology results to date. More lab work is
pending, but it appears the dead rats are unrelated to our aerial 1080 operations. | understand this information is
confidential, as there is a wish to go public once when all results are in.

Overview of 2019 mast response



e Results from extensive seed sampling across the country in February and March confirmed the biggest
beech mast for more than 40 years with exceptionally heavy seed loads in South Island forests. Rimu forests
and tussock grasslands in the South Island are also seeding heavily.

e Forest seeding provides a bonanza of food for native species but also fuels rodent and stoat plagues that will
pose a serious threat to native birds and other wildlife as predator populations build up next spring and
summer.

e Eugenie Sage said that new funding of $81.2 million in Budget 2018 over four years had enabled DOC to
scale up its predator control programme to respond to the threat posed by the mega mast.

e DOC is planning its largest-ever predator control programme for 2019/2020, at a cost of $41 million, ta
suppress rats, stoats and possums over about 900,000 hectares or 10 per cent of conservation land. Planned
predator control areas are shown in the attached maps.

e Responding to the increased threat from introduced predators during such a big mast year is_critical ifwe
are to retain our unique native species that set New Zealand apart from the rest of the world. If we don’t
act, we could lose populations of bird species like our tree-hole nesting orange-fronted parakeet and
mohua, and bats, which are so vulnerable to rat plagues.

e DOC's Tiakina Nga Manu predator control programme, previously known as Battle for our Birds, uses aerially
applied 1080 pesticide and large-scale trapping to protect native birds, bats, frogs,dizards and giant land
snails at the most important sites across the country.

e This work is carefully targeted to sustain the most vulnerable population$iof Kiwipkakaykea, whio/blue duck,
mohua/yellowhead, kakaraki/orange-fronted parakeet, rock wren/tuke, long.and shert tailed
bats/pekapeka, native frogs and Powelliphanta snails.

e Priority sites for predator control include Kahurangi, Abel Tasman, Arthur’s Pass, Westland, Mt Aspiring and
Fiordland national parks, the Catlins and Whirinaki. The programme includes more than 66,000 ha of
trapping with the remainder (roughly 850,000 ha) aerial 1080,0perations.

e Aerially applied 1080 is the only tool currently available that can'effectively knock down rodents over large
areas before they reach plague levels after a beech mastaNumerous studies show that it protects vulnerable
wildlife and allows birds to produce more chicks to sustain‘and build their populations.

e DOC has been consulting with iwi partners, regional councils and other pest control agencies, community
groups and neighbouring landowners since 2018 as part of its planning.

e To date DOC has completed roughly 500,000, hectares of aerial 1080 predator control in 2019, with no
verified report of any significant non-target impacts:

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(il)
Department of Conservation
PO Box 528

Taupo 3351
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

WEB: www.doc.govt.nz
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(in

From: Amber Bill

Sent: Monday, 18 Novembgr 2049,11:19 a.m.
To: EREEREQ Hilary AikmanEEEEC0

Cc: Amber Bil| gAY Ken Hughey
Subject: FW: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats

Hi BRI Ambefis away at a workshop all week, but after speaking with IESASNSIICEEN \ve believe this is best places
o(2)(0)()

with you tolseplys

Thank youl,

s 9(2)

(a),
0(2)

Personal Assistant to Amber Bill, Director Threats
BiodiVersity Group Kahui Kanorau Koiora
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

LV/Bs 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(i) |

www.doc.govt.nz

From: Ken Hughey ISR

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:32 a.m.

To: Amber Bill§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: FW: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats
Sorry Amber!




From: Ken Hughey

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:22 a.m.

To: Erik van Eyndhoven (RISECOL

[o]° °@)@ 9200 Michael Slater N

Subject: PM's Chief Science Advisor - interested in rats

Erik, but it may be others?

Juliet Gerard contacted me over the weekend re the rats on the beach on the West Coast and the potential for
secondary dog poisoning. She would like me to provide a ‘once over lightly’ 1-2 page update just in bullet points re
this. | had previously talked to her about the mega mast and the mega number of rats on some areas especially in
Buller and NW Nelson but aware its an issue in some other places as well. Think what would be good would be an
update on mega mast, link to mega rats in places (which places, generally), suggestion of profound impact such will
have on birds in particular if left uncontrolled, means of control (largely 1080 given scale of problemj;®éénditions
(probably the huge rainfall events, or??) that have led to rats washing up on beaches, any autopsy/results (re,cause
of rats deaths), and then any consequential impacts. You may already have done this or want to peint me to a
briefing — whatever the case | need to get back to her by tomorrow.

Thanks Ken



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:34 a.m.
To:

Cc: Mark Davies

Subject: Q&A

Hi gl

Here's the updated Q&A. Suggest you circulate these to Social Media etc if you’re happy with them.
Q&A

How did the rats die if they weren’t poisoned?

Massey University School of Veterinary Science did post-mortem examinations‘on, fivesdéad rats but
couldn’t determine the cause of death. Likewise, they couldn’t determine why.the weka died.

We don’t know how the rats died. It's possible they came from beech forest areas in the Buller Gorge
affected by flooding. Rats are in high numbers in beech forests due to the heavy beech mast (seeding)
earlier this year. The remaining seed is now germinating, and hungef could be driving rats into new areas
or to cross rivers.

Why didn’t DOC send fish or marine life for testing?

Our priority was to collect a sample of rats for testing to determine whether they had been exposed to
1080.

Secondary poisoning of the fish and other marinedife was,considered very unlikely and it was not a priority
to try and determine cause of death for these species.

DOC staff were also focussed on the safe disposahof the trailer load of potentially poisoned dead rats.
Why were only 10 rats tested?

Science advice was to test a sample of ten rats, which was considered above the minimum requirement to
ensure high certainty of detecting 2080in‘the washed-up rats.

Eight rats were able to bedested for1080 residue and all were negative, which makes it very unlikely that
any of the rats that washedup were exposed to 1080.

How many rats were picked up?

About 680 rats were.collected on the weekend of 9 and 10 Novermber. Another 6 rats were later collected
at Waimangaroa. There were some reports of rats washed up at Punakaiki but numbers were not
quantified. There were no further reports of dead rats washed up after 13 November.

How were the rats disposed of?

DOC sought advice from the West Coast Regional Council on safe disposal of the rats, which were buried
in a deep hole well away from any water bodies or habitation.



Cheers

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(g)(ii

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)
Media Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
DDI: EREECw

Otautahi / Christchurch Office
Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3 371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao taroa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz




From:
To:

Cc: Mark Davies

Subject: RE: Q&A

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:19:38 a.m.

Thanks 3§ Good to have that info if questioned further.

Cheers

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(9)(ii)

Media Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

DD |- EREERY

Otautahi / Christchurch Office

Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3 371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao turoa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.

To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz

rrom

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:18 a.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)
Cc:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i) Mark DaviesR 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: Q&A
The number 10 was higher than strictly required - lisent Mark (via Hilary) that info and
recommended a minimum of 5 — the actual calctilatiohs.afre:

Based on epidemiological calculations “sample size tayachieve specified population level (or herd,
flock, cluster, etc) sensitivity” - If we want 99%,sure that we detect it, and we assume that 95% of
the rats have died of 1080 and have detectablelevels in the tissues (which should be the case if
it is the cause of death), and theytest is 99%accurate (which it is because it is specific to 1080),
then the sample size is 5.

Probably don’t want that level of detail in the reply to the Q&A, but it is good to have it recorded
to back up our actions

9(2)(a), 9(2)
Cheers ghys
From: EEREIE0

Sent: Wednesday, 2QuNovember 2019 10:57 a.m.
To: EREEAED

c N - - 1
S 9(2)@), 2@

Subject: RE: QRA

Yés all ok. | assume Mark had a copy of the sampling instructions we received which were 10 rats
would be enough to confidently rule out 1080 as the cause of death

s 9(2)

rrom:

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 10:36 a.m.
o Y@@, 92)@

Ce: RO Mark Davies

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)()

Subject: Q&A

s 92)
Hi g




Further to our conversation, here’s a Q&A around fish/marine life and rat sample size.

Let me know if you want any changes.

Why didn’t DOC send fish or marine life for testing?

Our priority was to collect a sample of rats for testing to determine whether they had been
exposed to 1080.

Secondary poisoning of the fish and other marine life was considered very unlikely and it was not
a priority to try and determine cause of death for these species.

DOC staff were also focussed on the safe disposal of the trailer load of potentially poisoned dead
rats.

Why were only 10 rats tested?

Science advice was to test a sample of ten rats, which was considered sufficient to be able to
draw conclusions about the washed up rats.

Eight rats were able to be tested for 1080 residue and all were negative, which makes it very
unlikely that any of the rats that washed up were exposed to 1080.

Cheers

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(9)(ii)

Media Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(@)(i)

Otautahi / Christchurch Office

Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3 371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao turoa, i roto i te ngatahitanga; ki‘Aotéaroa.

To work with others to increase the value of conservation,for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:02 a.m.

To: S 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

ce oo 7 IO
Subject: Re: PCR 1080 Label - August 2019

92)(@),
Thanks Sy

Much appreciated

Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Region

PHa 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 9:20:52 AM
To: ark Davies
c- A /o' Somers

Subject: PCR 1080 Label - August 2019
Hi again Mark. PCR label attached. Same 600mm carcass burial requirement - See "Handling instructions"
- Livestock on right hand column.

Cheers

9(2)(a),
9(2)(9)(iH)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:03 a.m.

To:
Subject: Fwd: PCR 1080 Label - August 2019

Attachments: PCR 1080 Label - August 2019.pdf; ATTOO00L.txt

Team

Fyi

Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Region

PHa 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 9:20:52 AM
To: Mark Davies jSSSECNNGG
ce: T /" Somers

Subject: PCR 1080 Label - August 2019
Hi again Mark. PCR label attached. Same 600mm carcass burial requirement - See "Handling instructions"
- Livestock on right hand column.

Cheers

9(2)(a),
9(2)(9)(iH)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:04 a.m.

To: 5 9(2)(a), 9(2)(@)(i)
Cc: 5 9(2)(a), 9@
Subject: Re: 1080 Orillion approved label

N2,
Hi SEH

Can you please talk with the Buller Operations Manager. He oversaw this worjkl@Stiweekend:
Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director Operations Western South Island Region

PH 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)
From: AR

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 9:15:15 AM
_

Subject: 1080 Orillion approved label

Hi Mark. Not sure if you're aware but we have an OIA about how the rat carcasses are being buried, with
reference to the 1080 label requirements. The Orillion label attached stars under "General information” that
poisoned carcasses should be buried at 680mm depth, and DOC needs to comply with the label. You're no
doubt aware of this, but | just wantyto feiterate how important it is to comply with this requirement.

Im on leave until Thursday, but please get in touch and | am checking emails and have my phone (but out
of action for the rest of today)s is all over 1080 issues if you need to discuss any of this
today.

I will email through the PCR label as well, separately.

Im also very kees'totknow what bird species were washed up and whether these are being tested too.

Cheers, thanks

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(g)(ii)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 8:48 a.m.
To: Mark Davies

ca

Subject: FW: Rats on Buller River Edge Ariki Falls.
FYI

s 9(2)

BN is going to have a look this morning and sign post the site (warning keeping dogs / children clear). If anything is
found he will recover and dispose.

The Police record doesn’t mention any rat numbers...............

B

From: REEEGIOI

Sent: Sunday, 17 November 2019 7:51 p.m.
To: EEEEAOU

ol °(2)@): %))

Subject: Rats on Buller River Edge Ariki Falls.

%5 5C) (@), 92)0)
H

We took a complaint through our visitor center today about,dead,rats alongside the Bullef River near Ariki Falls. |
s 9(2)

expect that would be in your patch but if it is legitlit couldbe from the Maruia 1080 op.

AYEAUMENN, our duty ranger wasn't able to contaét the complainant directly and ended up leaving a phone message
with AR thinking he ran that operatiofs

The complainant has also talked to the MurchRolice who forwarded their record to me. His name is a
known anti-1080 activist near Murchisoniand/mnot above a bit of mischief to further the cause.

| will forward you both the police récord separately.
I'll leave with you.

s 9(2)
Cheer g

Sent from Workspace' ONE Boxer



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Monday, 2 December 2019 8:44 a.m.

To: R /- il iy i
Cc: Media; Social Media;; Mark Davies
Subject: Anti 1080 group forged a scientific report - kiwi blog: good summary of Dave Hansford article

December 1, 2019 3:00pm by David Farrar

Anti 1080 group forged a scientific repart

Have a read of this excellent story at The Spin Off. It will leave you in no doubt that an anti 1080
group called Flora and Fauna of Aotearoa (F&F) fabricated or forged a documient claiming to be a
lab analysis of how some rats and mussels etc died on the West Coast. It is a superb destruction of
the credibility of the so called lab analysis, and the result should be that'no media anywhere ever
guote something from F&F again.

Their report from an “independent laboratory” concluded the rats etc died from 1080, with 41
pages of “evidence”. The problems were:

Contradicted reports from both Landcare and"Massey

The lab was not named, and they refuse to doso

The lab templates appear to be copied from the website of Virginia Tech

The results were hand written which is strange asresidue analysis is a digital process

The lab managed to do testing protocols for three species for which no protocol exists

They claimed to have tested 15 samples,in‘two days

It claimed the level of poison in theratswas 30 times the normal lethal dose and that

starfish managed to imbibeta dosagelevel while underwater that was 10 times the lethal

level

8. The fluorocitrate levels were ten times higher than the 1080 levels, which should be
impossible as not all thext080,converts to fluorocitrate

9. The testing protocol ¢laimed to be used is unheard of

10. F&F published thewresults0f the testing three days before the lab was supposed to have
completed the testing

11. The lab claipied tohave used a product from a supplier which the supplier stopped selling

in 2015

NoosrwbE

If the group tries stich a stunt again, | suspect they’ll end up facing charges for fraud.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 4:22 p.m.

To: RGN V'ark Davies; RS
ce

Subject: Ariki Falls Rats

Folks has visited this site plus several others today (shingle banks in the upper Buller and Mauria Falls) No
sign of any rats or the stench the complainant raised with police at Murchison.

B



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 2:23 p.m.
To:
Subject: this is my response to Mike

Hi Mike and the Westport sought advice from the Buller District Council and the West Coast Regional Council
for a safe and suitable site for burial. They also took the DOC SOP for disposal of baits into account which specifies
300 mm depth. The burial site is on an area above the beach and the depth was 3 m. The regional council.and
district council were happy with the approach taken. The senior ranger on the day also sought advice fromEPA and
Publi Health . Neither responded to her request for advice. | am comfortable with what was carried out. Cheers
Mark

Mark Davies
Director Operations
Western South Island

p hone RRRERCU



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 4:24 p.m.

To: ; L\ALL Hokitika based staff
cc

Subject: Further to email regarding rats this morning.
Hi Everyone.

Further to my email this morning, we will wait until next week when we receive all of the results of thestestingof the
rats before issuing a media release.

Please continue to hold off sharing information about the preliminary results(:
Any questions give me a bell or come chat(:
The following is what we’ll be saying to media who have heard we might have reSults to share:

e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare'Research but is awaiting
further results due next week before making a public announgement.

e We need to wait until we have all the test results in, including the results of pathology work, which
may then determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing. They were ‘testedifor presence of 1080 at Maanaki
Whenua Landcare Research and for cause of death at,Massey University.

¢ A weka was also sent for testing and we are waiting this‘result also.

Thanks everyone ,

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 12:00 p.m.
To: L\ALL Hokitika based staff <L_ALLHakitikabasedsxxxx@xxx.xxxt.nz>
Subject: FW: Report for rat carcasses Westport Beach

Hi All
Mark has asked for the attached Landcare report for the rat carcasses from Westport Beach to be shared with you
all.

The results have come back/showing zero 1080.

Regards

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Zealand Limited. http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 11:56 a.m.
To: Mark Davies SR <<~ S
Subject: FW: 1080 tests Westport

FYI And sure enough here’s the line of questioning we expected.

From: Media <xXXXXX@ XXX.XXXX.XX>

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 11:48 a.m.
To: R

Cc: Media <XXXXX @ XXX.XXXX.XX>

Subject: FW: 1080 tests Westport

More on rats.
S.

From: Farah Hancock <farah.hancock@newsroom.co.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 11:41 a.m.

To: Media <Media@doc.govt.nz>

Subject: 1080 tests Westport

Hi
Are you able to add me to your press release list?

Also, I’'m keen on following up the Westport dead rats'so would appreciate getting sent the test results when
available.

Are you able to help with information whichiis not in the release on your website?
- How many rats are being tested
- What other creatures aredeing tested
- Are any other tests being cofiducted at the same time?

| would also be interested imahy information you can give me about the risks of secondary poisoning for seabirds
and sea life.

And ... any information Yeu'can share about the pest levels in the area where 1080 was dropped, and examples of
wildlife which were affected by pests there.

Thankst

Regards
Farah™Mancock
Reporter

Nnewsrooml.

http://newsroom.co.nz

e: farah.hancock@newsroom.co.nz p: P 92 | @newsroomnz

1
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s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 8:07 a.m.
To: Mark Davies

Subject: FW: Emergency works

FYI

From: EEEEZCM

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 4:30 p.m.
To: E2EEROU

Cc: KGRI

Subject: RE: Emergency works

Hs 9(2)
Hi e

Confirming the receipt and acceptance of the notification of emergency works'yet have forwarded on behalf of
DoC. Providing no ongoing adverse effects from the works occur (from the information provided it appears this is
the case) then this notification is sufficient and no application for retrospegtive consent under S330A for the RMA is
required.

RRRINCIOON is 'd into this email for DoC.

Kind regards,

s 9(2)(@),
9(2)(g)(i)

s 9(2)(2), 9()(9)(ii)

Consents and Compliance Manager
Tel. ERCEIOD
s °(2)(@). 9(2)(9)(ii)

PO Box 66, Greymouth 7840
THE WEST COAST 388 Main Soudth Road

REGIONAL COUNCIL WWW.WCrc.govitnz

From: 3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(n)

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 2:26 PM
To: EREERED

Subject: Emergency works

. AT
Hi e



Please find attached the emergency works notification pursuant to s330 of the RMA from the Department of
Conservation.

| can further advise that the site presented no risk of leachate into surrounding waterways.

It is one location that is experiencing accretion rather than erosion therefore it is not expected any coastal processes
would expose the site prior to complete decomposition of the rats.

Kind regards
5 9(2)
(2), 92)

Buller District Council | Phone 0800 807 239 | www.bullerdc.govt.nz

PO Box 21 | Westport 7866

Community Driven | One Team | Future Focused | Integrity | We Care

Email Disclaimer: This correspondence is for the named person's use only. It may contain confidential@ legally privileged information or both.
No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any mistransmission. If you receive this @frespondence in error, please immediately delete
it from your system and notify the sender. You must not disclose, copy or relay any part ofghis correspondence if you are not the intended
recipient. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, ex€enthage the sender expressly, and with authority,
states them to be the views of Buller District Council.

B,

BULLER

DISTRICT COUMNCIL

Te Kaunihera O Kawatiri




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:48 a.m.
To: ; Mark Davies
Subject: FW: need advice on effect of 1080 rats on sea life...

Hi Guys — see below, I've sought clarification on whether marine life is at risk and haven’t really got any satisfaction
yet..,. you might well be right about the dodgy algaebut unless we have some test results its just our word —il
really do recommend, if there is any possibility, getting some of those creatures tested.

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 5:41 p.m.
To: E2EEROU

Cc: 5 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: need advice on effect of 1080 rats on sea life...

s 9(2)
Sorry e

All of the literature that | am familiar with involved brofidacoum. | suspectgio research has been undertaken on the
effects of 1080 in the marine environment because it breaks down so rapidly in water (see Parliamentary
Commissioner for the Environment’s report (https://www.pce.parliafientnz/media/1294/evaluating-the-use-of-

1080.pdf).

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(9)(iD)

rrom:
Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 2:09 p.m.
s 9(2)(@). 9())(1)

ls 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: need advice on effect of 1080 rats en sea life...

Thanks SRRl will do (:

S 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:

Sent: Friday, 15 Novembern201972:05 p.m.
s 92)(@). 9()(Q)(1)

s 9(2)(@). 9(2)(a)(i)

Subject: RE: needadvice on effect of 1080 rats on sea life...

. JIA)
Hi )

It would'probably be more useful to talk to the threats team about this. We don’t know anything about 1080, or its
possible effect on marine life.

| don’t know if we could blanket state that other marine creatures are not at risk of 1080 poisoning, but if 1080
makes it into the ocean environment, | imagine it is going to be so diluted that it’s unlikely to affect anything (again
you should check in with the threats team, they are the ones with the expertise on how 1080 works). As far as I'm
aware, there hasn’t been any research or work done on 1080 and marine life and this is an unprecedented event.



You should maybe be asking the people who made the decision not to sample marine creatures “because they are
not at risk” why they made that decision as | don’t know who provided that advice.

Sorry we can’t be more helpful than that.

Cheers,

Harme iec!nlca Advisor | Kaimatanga Takutaimoana

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

Phone: E2EERO0

www.doc.govt.nz

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:17 p.m.
To: EREGEARU

Cc: 5 9(2)(a). 9(2)(g)(ii)

Subject: RE: need advice on effect of 1080 rats on sea life...
s 92)(),
i

Could you provide us with a point as to why other sorts of marine creatures are not at risk of 1080 poisoning...we
didn’t end up doing any tests on marine creatures - our reasoning for that'is,that they are not at risk, but could you
please provide a bit of clarification of that?

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 3:09 p.m.
To: EEGEARU

Cc:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(a)(i)

Subject: RE: need advice on effect of 1080 rats on sealife...

NS 9(2)
Hi e

| will try to answer your questions as best | can but it is a lot of unknowns. The messages are probably similar for
other non-marine species that might feed on‘the carcasses. Have cc’d various others who may wish to comment.

Regarding seabirds, the only/likely species that would scavenge carcasses in that area are skuas, giant petrels, and
gulls. If there is a chance thatfhere is still active poison in the rats (if this is the cause of the event) then there would
be a chance of secondary poiséming. You should get some more info from the Threats team as to how long 1080
would be active inside afcarcass though.

Regardingseals, it'would be unlikely that they would scavenge on such carcasses but if they did, again they could be
at risk of secandaryspoisoning if the poison was still active.

Sharks | guess could in theory scavenge on the carcasses if they get washed out to sea, and if the poison hadn’t
diluted could be at risk but I’'m not sure what the impact of 1080 on sharks is and whether this is known. | imagine
the dosage for such large animals would need to be quite high.

| would imagine that species would only be at risk if they were to scavenge on the carcasses. Possible poison
leaching into the ocean environment is unlikely to impact other species as it would become very diluted very
quickly.

| don’t know how long the carcasses would take to break down.

Any risk would last until the poison was broken down.



Let me know if you have any follow up.

Cheers,

5 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(i)
Marine Technical Advisor | Kaimatanga Takutaimoana

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

Phone: E2EEAOU

www.doc.govt.nz

rrom
Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 2:35 p.m.
To: ERGEARU

Subject: need advice on effect of 1080 rats on sea life...
Importance: High

s 9(2)(a),
Hi R
| am dealing with questions about the effects of the Buller 1080 rats on beaches and wondering if one of your team
can give some advice on the following points?

Is there a risk of secondary poisoning for seabirds and sea life? If so, why? {f' not why?
Are seals at risk? (we always get asked about seals...)

How long will it take for the rats to break down in the ocean?

If there is a risk to sea creatures, how long would the risk last?

Thanks —I'll try to give you a call about this too.

Kind regards

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 21 November 2019 4:01 p.m.
To: Mark Davies
Subject: FW: Re:

Suggested response for you to letter in Greystar from Paul Thomas of Reefton. Thought because he is a pretty
reputable member of that community be worth responding...

SEIAIEN

From: Laura Mills
Sent: Thursday, 21 November 2019 1:57 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re:

Argh | forgot to paste it!!! Sent because in one bit he asks a question of DOC. PS editor on leave for a month

Westport rats

| read with great interest the news item re 'No 1080’ found in Westport rats. That's not what independent testing of the
dead rats found! Most likely it was 1080. The independent lab tested for the metabolites,of 1080, that is the chemicals
that are created with the reaction of fluorocacetate (1080) in the cells of animals that it comes in contact with.

If DOC did not test for the metabolites and only tested for the presence of fluoroacetate as the test forms produced for
DOC show, then that is most likely why they did not get a positive resultfor, 1080.

The question then that should now be asked of DOC is, "did you test forthefmetabolites of 1080 or fluoroacetate and
if not why not?".

The concerning thing is that given DOCs announcement that there is,no 1080 in the Westport rats the public now
think there is no risk to them, with the presence of any dead rats still to’be found on the beach or dead marine
creatures and that is not correct, given the independent labtest results.

It's important in my opinion that we get to identify the s@urce ofithe rats and what 1080 operation they were
associated with.

In addition there is the position held by the anti L080 maovement, which I'm part of, that the continuing use of 1080
should stop and that an inquiry should be held as'to,why this catastrophe occurred.

Paul Thomas

Reefton

On Thu, 21 Nov 2019 at 13:50, IRSKEEICN) wrote:

Cant see it?

s 9(2)(a)

From: Laura Mills
Sent: Thursday, 21 November 2019 12:08 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii) N

Subject:

Letter to ed if you want to respond? I'd need a reply by 10am tomorrow



From: Media

To:

Cc: Mark Davies

Subject: FW: Statement

Date: Monday, 11 November 2019 8:27:46 a.m.
Attachments: image003.jpg

image004.jpg

@)
Morena s

Had some fun over the weekend @

Are you able to pick this up now please.

| understand the latest info is that there have been no more rats found following high tidés and
24 of those picked up on Saturday are being sent to Massey for toxicology/necropsy with results
due by end of the week.

Nga mihi

Advisor Communications | Central North Island Region| Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

WHAKATANE
V- RN

From: Maddy Lloyd <xXXXX.XXXXX @ XXXX.XX.XX>

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 6:48 a.m.

To: Media <XXXXX (@ XXX.XXXX.XX>

Subject: Statement

Hi guys,

| understand the rats have been removed from'Westport’s North Beach, and samples from the
rats are now being tested?

I’'m just wondering if you can confirm this and provide a statement on the latest information you
have about it and what the next steps will be?

Thanks so much!

Maddy Lloyd
Christchurch Breakfast Reparter

FNNYS ©(2)(2). 9(2)(9)(1)
s 9(2)
(a)vg(z) £ =
Il
2] 2]

WA N

Follow usi#Eacebook | Iwitter | YouTube




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 1:48 p.m.

To: s 9(2)(a), 92)(@)(i)

ce LI - 0=, R
Subject: FW: Westcoast Rat Deaths

FYI

5 9(2)(a). 9(2)(0)(i)
Media Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
DDI: E2EEICw

Otautahi / Christchurch Office
Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3 371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao tiroa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz

s 9(2)()

From:

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 12:10 p.m.
To: ERGEARU

Subject: RE: Westcoast Rat Deaths

Thanks — sadly was hoping we could get a more detailed tox screen but guessing money doesn’t allow for such
things.

Also looks like everything was pretty rotten by the time it made it to the labs so it’s all very inconclusive which is a
shame.

Thanks for your time;

From: REEALIO

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 12:03 PM

TO: s 9(2)(a)

(oot °(2)(@. 9(2)(Q)) Media <Media@doc.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Westcoast Rat Deaths

Hi s 9(2)(a)

Thanks for your interest. You can access the toxicology and pathology reports on the DOC website:
https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/oia-responses/tiakina-nga-manu/

Nga mihi



s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(g)(ii

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)
Media Advisor | Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

Otautahi / Christchurch Office

Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3 371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao taroa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:58 a.m.
To- EaE

Cc:§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Subject: RE: Westcoast Rat Deaths

Hi eSSl thanks for your email, | have sent this on to jSSll and $8gi t6 get back to you
Cheers, 8

Media <Medxx@XxXX.XXXX.Nz>

From:§ 9(2)(a)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:56 a.m.
To: Media <Media@doc.govt.nz>
Subject: Westcoast Rat Deaths

Hi

| have been working with the Science,Media Centre offering comments on 1080 safety and toxicology over the past
few months. I’'ve just been sent through.a copy of the latest press release about the rats deaths on the West Coast
and am very relieved to hear thatthereiwas no 1080 present in the tested samples.

| was just wondering theugh if | cauld view a copy of the toxicology and post-mortem reports from this incident. My
interest is in making sure/we,don’t miss other potential causes of the deaths. | know there will be multiple scientists
working on this and many well-qualified people have been employed but | come from the perspective that another
set of professional eyes may just notice something that others have missed. | am not interested in presenting any
hypothesesior idéas that | have to the media but would feed these back to DoC through the appropriate channels.
My request.is‘purely professional interest rather than scandal making, | would expect to treat the reports as
confidential as per standard practice.

If you could pass this request on to the appropriate people within the team then this would be very much
appreciated.

Many thanks

s 9(2)(a)

Lecturer and Programme Director in Toxicology
Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology
University of Otago

PO Box 56



Dunedin 9054

s 9(2)(a)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please

notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:37 p.m.

To: 5 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)(i)

Cc: Mark Davies

Subject: FW: Westport Catastrophe Press Release
Attachments: PressReleaseWesportCatastrophe.docx

Hi both, the latest. | have told Laura she should ask for a copy of the toxicology report and where the rats were
tested. Kind regards, jit
From: Laura Mills jNGa

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:27 p.m.
To: E2EEROU

Subject: Fwd: Westport Catastrophe Press Release

Hi just received this ...

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Flora Fauna of Aotearoa <xxxxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XXmM >
Date: Fri, 15 Nov 2019 at 13:10

Subject: Westport Catastrophe Press Release

To:§ 9(2)(a)

Dear Laura,
Please see the attached press release from Flora and Faunajof Aotearoa and Clean Green New Zealand Trust.
Thank you for your dedicated work on this,issue.

Kind Regards,

s 9(2)(2)

Flora and Fauna of Aotearoa
CARING FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT - FLORA, FAUNA & WATERWAYS
Kaitiakitanga mo te Taiao - Guardianship of our Environment

Laura Mills

Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)(@)



From: s 9(2)(a),

To: s 9(2)(@), 50

Subject: RE: pretty sure I got it...RE: Who can tell me where the places are....W: FW: Westport Catastrophe Press
Release

Date: Friday, 15 November 2019 4:55:09 p.m.

Ha. If they had a positive test from a lab they'd be flashing the test cert like it was a trophy.
Even "dodgy test" is giving them too much credit. I suspect these tests exist only in their
hallucinations.

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

on 15/11/2019 4:47 PM, EESEEEETTTTGEEEEE ot

Hi 8l some people are saying they got a sample tested and it was positive for 1080, but

sounds like a dodgy test. I wanted to be able to tell media which were the accredited labs
in nz for tests...

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

On 15/11/2019 4:37 PM, jRERSER wrote:
Hij 9(2)

(@),
| just got off the phone with the AsureQuality lab. They candest,fofnl080 but | need to email
them what sort of samples we would want to use thém to test. The person was not sure if they
would be prepared to test degraded samples (soundsslike ushjzaind I’'m not sure of the Limit of
Reporting they do and how this compares to the Method Limit of Detection we have from LCR
(0.001pg/g). They will provide more informatign, but IeeAot around much next week

Not sure if | understand correctly here but isithere some kind of perception benefit from getting
samples from the same incident tested at a different lab?

Cheers
5 9(2)
(@),

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(0)
From: i

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 4:15 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)
Cc: § 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: pretty sure | got it...RE: Who can tell me where the places are...W: FW: Westport
Catastrophe Press Release

s 9(2)
all.)
Yep doing it now

Cheers



From: EEEEREY

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 4:07 p.m.

To: KGRI
[oeg° 22)@: 9R)(@)

Subject: RE: pretty sure | got it...RE: Who can tell me where the places are....W: FW: Westport
Catastrophe Press Release

Good to know, is anyone able to check with them whether they still do these tests?

rrom:
Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 3:58 p.m.
o 2@, 92)(@)

Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: RE: pretty sure | got it...RE: Who can tell me where the places are...\: FW: Westport
Catastrophe Press Release

Hi

is right, Landcare. There is potentially one other, AssuresQuality at Wallaceville who have
been able to (in the past at least), but the preference,is to use'LGR.

Cheers

(),
From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i))

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 3:47 p.m.
To: EREEIED

Cc:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: RE: pretty sure Lgot.it.2RE:AVho can tell me where the places are....W: FW: Westport
Catastrophe Press Release

HI all,
| only know'ofdlandcare for (accredited laboratory commercially available) 1080 testing.

Cheers
s 9(2)
(a),

-
Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 3:43 p.m.
To: ElGERED

Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: FW: pretty sure | got it...RE: Who can tell me where the places are....W: FW: Westport
Catastrophe Press Release

s 9(2)
Hi Tl

A @A) . .
and @l do you know if there are other places? Is there a list somewhere?



Thanks

(2),
From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 2:01 p.m.
To: EREEaED

Cc:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: pretty sure | got it...RE: Who can tell me where the places are....W: FW: Westport
Catastrophe Press Release

Sounds like Landcare Research is the only place that tests for 1080 presence in NZ...if you have
other info...please let me know. Cheers (:

rrom: RRRN
Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:45 p.m.
o Y@@, 92)@

[oeg° 22)@: 9R)(@)

Subject: Who can tell me where the places are...W: FW: Westport Catastrephe Press Release
Importance: High

Where animals can be 1080 tested — an exhaustive list of @uthorised suppliers for this test...in
case we have some backyard chemists.

From: Laura Mills iRES

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:38 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: FW: Westport CatastrophePress/Release
I've just requested that now cheers?)

On Fri, 15 Nov 2019 at 13:35, (NSKECIO wrote:

Hi, as suggested justtbefore, | suggest if this is correct, they will have a toxicology report
that can be viewed which will state where the animal was tested and what the results were.

Kind regafds, gl

From: laura Mills ieEs

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:27 p.m.

To:8 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Fwd: Westport Catastrophe Press Release

Hi just received this ...

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Flora Fauna of Aotearoa <xxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX (@ XXXXX.XXX >
Date: Fri, 15 Nov 2019 at 13:10

Subject: Westport Catastrophe Press Release

To:§ 9(2)(2)




Dear Laura,

Please see the attached press release from Flora and Fauna of Aotearoa and Clean Green New
Zealand Trust.

Thank you for your dedicated work on this issue.

Kind Regards,

s 9(2)(a)

Flora and Fauna of Aotearoa

CARING FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT - FLORA, FAUNA & WATERWAYS
Kaitiakitanga mo te Taiao - Guardianship of our Envirenment

Laura Mills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)(a)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this @mail in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the mesSage and‘attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

LaurayMills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

5 9(2)(@)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 10:04 a.m.
To: Mark Davies

Subject: Rats - questions from media.

Hi guys,

Two lots of questions re the dead rats this morning — from Greystar and Maddy Lloyd from TVNZ.
Questions from Maddy

| understand the rats have been removed from Westport’s North Beach, and samples from the rats‘are now being
tested?

I’m just wondering if you can confirm this and provide a statement on the latest informatign yow have about it and
what the next steps will be?

Questions from Laura

| see on social media 600 were picked up, is that right?

How many other dead animals were there, and what were they? Are they alse being autopsied?
When are results due?

Have there been reports of rats on beaches anywhere else?

Are they still coming down (washing up)?

How long should people keep dogs off the beach there for?

Also, what is sowing rate at Maruia?

Thanks - deadline is 11.30am please.

Laura Mills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)



Laura Mills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

5 9(2)(a)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or
subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this efhail

in error, please notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We
apologise for the inconvenience. Thank you.

Laura Mills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)(a)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: 5 9(2)@), 9(2)(9)(i)

Sent: Tuesday, 19 November 2019 8:37 a.m.

To: Government Services; RSAINGION

Cc: FEOECCINE - Do PrivateSecs: RIQEROM Mark Davies; EEEEEE0

Subject: RE: 1080 response

Categories: Business

Hi everyone

We are hoping to have the last batch of results back tomorrow so you might want to hold off beyond a general
acknowledgement until then — we are aiming to make the results public as soon as we can after receiving them.
Cheers

s 9(2)(2). 9(2)
(9)(ii)

From: Government Services <GovernmentServices@doc.govt.nz>

Sent: Tuesday, 19 November 2019 8:24 a.m.
To: EREEREQ

Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

PrivateSecs <docprivatesecs@parliament.govt.nz>;
Subject: RE: 1080 response

s 9(2)(a),
Hi SRR
Just to help us come up with the right response, can yousonfirmyis'this for a ministerial response and/or are they
seeking information (as in an OIA)? Would also be helgful to know what sort of questions are being asked.

thanks

Government Services&GovernmentServices@doc.govt.nz>

Doc
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)(ii)

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)
)

Government Services Advisor (Government Seryices)
Policy and Visitors Group

Department of Conservation-Te Papa Atawhal
Phone: (ii§3<2)(a). EAIE)

Conservation House (Level 2) 19-32MannerssStreet [ PO Box 10420, Wellington 6143 ] tel 64 4 471 0726
Kia piki te orange o tea o turoaj 1 roto'I'te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa

To work with others to inerease, the'value of conservation for New Zealanders

www.doc.govt.nz

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Tuesday, 19 November 2019 7:47 a.m.

To: Government Services <GovernmentServices@doc.govt.nz>

co R O
PrivateSecs <docprivatesecs@parliament.govt.nz>

Subject: 1080 response

Kia ora

We seem to be inundated with 1080 complaints from the West Coast being transferred to us from the Prime
Ministers office — can we have a standard response please?

Nga mihi

s 9(2)(a),
9(2)(g)(ii)



ERIORRIOID | private Secretary (Conservation)
Office of Hon Eugenie Sage

Minister of Conservation | Minister for Land Information | Associate Minister for the Environment
6R Bowen House, Parliament Buildings | Private Bag 18041 | Wellington 6160 | New Zealand
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ih)




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:37 p.m.

To: 5 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)(i)

Cc: Mark DavieS'

Subject: FW: Westport Catastrophe Press Release
Attachments: PressReleaseWesportCatastrophe.docx

Hi both, the latest. | have told Laura she should ask for a copy of the toxicology report and where the rats were
tested. Kind regards g
From: Laura Mills jNSS)

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:27 p.m.

To: REEECOID

Subject: Fwd: Westport Catastrophe Press Release

Hi just received this ...

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Flora Fauna of Aotearoa <xxxxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XXmM >
Date: Fri, 15 Nov 2019 at 13:10

Subject: Westport Catastrophe Press Release

To:§ 9(2)(a)

Dear Laura,
Please see the attached press release from Flora and Faunajof Aotearoa and Clean Green New Zealand Trust.
Thank you for your dedicated work on this,issue.

Kind Regards,

s 9(2)(2)

Flora and Fauna of Aotearoa
CARING FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT - FLORA, FAUNA & WATERWAYS
Kaitiakitanga mo te Taiao - Guardianship of our Environment

Laura Mills

Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)(@)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Saturday, 9 November 2019 5:48 p.m.
To: Mark Davies
Subject: Fwd: Re: Media Release re rats on Westport Beach

Hi Mark do you answers to these 2 questions?
Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Emma Dangerfield <emma.dangexxxxxx@xxxxx.XX.Xx>

Date: 9/11/2019 17:35

Subject: Re: Media Release re rats on Westport Beach

To-

Cc:

Hi thanks for this, any idea how long until the carcasses are removed fram.the beach?And also what sort of
area we are talking about in distance along the beach?

Senior Journalist, Stuff

E emma.dangerfiexx@xxxx.xx.xx| M iREIGN
6 Durham St,

PO Box 114,

Rangiora, 7400

Kl

On Sat, 9 Nov 2019 at 16:35, ESAECIER) wrote:
Please see attached media selease fordimmediate use.

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)
(9)(ii)

Duty Communieatiens|Advisor
Department of Canservation

Caution’- This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or
subjectitodegal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email
in error, please notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We
apologise for the inconvenience. Thank you.

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, any use,
dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it
should be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise
the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information
contained in this e-mail or attached files. Internet communications are not secure, therefore Nine Group does not accept legal responsibility for the contents
of this message or attached files.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 12:00 p.m.
To: Mark Davies;
Subject: FYI - what we sent to media. FW: media log rat rats ratty rattiest ratter

From: RSO

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 12:00 p.m.
o
Cc: Media <XXXXX @ XXX.XXXX.XX>

Subject: media log rat rats ratty rattiest ratter

Rats On Buller Beaches
After a busy ratty weekend for on this issue, we received follow up,guestiens this morning from the
Greystar, TVNZ Breakfast and Stuff. Responses attributed to at'thé end of the log. JAieA

Rats On Buller Beaches
Questions from Maddy Lloyd — TVNZ Breakfast Show

I understand the rats have been removed from Westport’s North Beach, and samples from the rats are now being
tested? 680 rats were collected.

I’m just wondering if you can confirm this and provide a statement on the latest information you have about it
and what the next steps will be?

DOC is taking a precautionary approach in case the rat§ have been poisoned by 1080. Rats and a sample of marine
life are being sent for testing to check whether they'¢ontain 1080. While it is possible that the rats have been
washed down from an area where rats have beehn targeted in a recent predator control operation, it’s unclear what
would have cause the marine life deaths:, We expectresults of these tests by the end of the week.

Rangers checked Westport and surrounding,area beaches yesterday and did not detect any further rats washed up.
A further check will be made today after high'tide.

Questions from Greystar

| see on social media 600 werepicked up, is that right? 680 rats were collected.

How many other dead.animals were there, and what were they? Are they also being autopsied?

Some marine life (fish) weéremalso found and will be autopsied but as fish are not susceptible to 1080 toxin, we do not
expect this to be the cause of their deaths.

When are results due? We have asked for urgent tests, results should be back by the end of the week.

Have there been reports of rats on beaches anywhere else?

Some reperts of rats washed up at Punakaiki but numbers were not quantified.

Are they still. coming down (washing up)?

Beaches were checked yesterday and no sign of any rats, there will be a further check after high tide today.
How.long should people keep dogs off the beach there for?

Beaches are signposted warning people to take care and keep dogs on leads. 1080 is very toxic for dogs, so until the
allclear is given, a great deal of care should be taken to keep dogs away from carcasses.

What was the sowing rate?

Sowing rate at Maruia was 0.15% baits — 2kg/ha

Questions from Jonathan Guildford, Stuff
Just checking back in on the dead rats that washed up on a Westport beach yesterday. Has a cause been

established? Have anymore washed up on the beach? Is there anything else you can add?
1




I’'m just wondering if you can confirm this and provide a statement on the latest information you have about it
and what the next steps will be?

680 rats were collected, and DOC is taking a precautionary approach in case the rats have been poisoned by 1080.
Rats and a sample of marine life are being sent for testing to check whether they contain 1080.

While it is possible that the rats have been washed down from an area where rats have been targeted in a recent
predator control operation, it’s unclear what would have cause the marine life deaths. We expect results of these
tests by the end of the week.

Rangers checked Westport and surrounding area beaches yesterday and did not detect any further rats washed up.
A further check will be made today after high tide.

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)()



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: Mark Davies

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 1:54 p.m.

To:

Subject: Fyi

Hi Mark

Just checking on some info has told me about with the Westpirt rats.

He says there are some pictures circulating on Facebook of a big pile of rats that have been picked upand.then
another of them being buried by a small digger on what looks to be the upper beach.

Given we dont know whether these are poisoned rats or not just wanting to be assured we have followed our SOP
requirements about burying poisoned carcasses.Dont want this to be the issue that we get caught omand have to
publically dig them up or whatever.

I'm sure you have this all clearly thought through but thought | should ask so we can confidently’say that everything
met approp standards if we get asked or challenged.

Cheers Mike

Get Outlook for Android




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:45 a.m.

To: L\ALL Hokitika based staff

Subject: no 1080 peops...FW: Rat Result MR

Attachments: Media release dead rat results Nov 2019 - DOC-6132561.docx

Follow up as per info last week. This has gone out to media now. Kind regards (sa?%)(z)

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:21 a.m.

Media release
20 November 2019

Testing shows no 1080 in rats

Results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed up on North Beach near Westport recently show no presence
of 1080.

Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research tested eight dead rats and one weka. None of these animals had any residue of
1080 toxin. Two other rats were too decomposed totest.

Massey University School of Veterinary Science Undertook post-mortem examinations of five of the dead rats but
could not determine their cause of death:. The wekawas also examined with cause of death unknown.

Department of Conservation (DOC) West,€oast Operations Director Mark Davies says the test results confirm that
the rats washed up on the beach are unlikely to.have come from an area where 1080 had been used.

“We thought it was unlikely that ratsshad .come from our aerial 1080 operation in Lewis Pass National Reserve near
Maruia, 140 km upstream from Westport.

“We don’t know the source ofithe'dead/rats but it’s possible they came from beech forest areas closer to Westport
in the Buller Gorge, affected bysfléod conditions.

“Rat numbers have exploded in béech forests due to heavy seeding and now seed is germinating, they are desperate
for food, which can drivefthem into new areas and cause them to cross waterways,” says Mark Davies.

“Predator controlsis,criticalto protecting our most at-risk population of native wildlife as rats turn to eating native
birds anddats anddheir young this spring and summer.”

DOC sent ten,rats.fortesting. Five went to Massey University for post-mortem, and five to Maanaki Whenua
LandcaresResearch for toxicology testing.

Followinggpost-mortem, the five rats were also sent to test for 1080 although two were too decomposed to do this.
The weka,was also sent for post-mortem and 1080 testing.

Its likely the marine animals which also washed up near Westport were victims of prolonged stormy weather at the
time, which can have a negative impact on marine life.

About 680 dead rats were collected from North Beach over the weekend of 9-10 November. The rats were buried
following advice from West Coast Regional Council.

—Ends—




Contacts

, Communication Advisor Western South Island
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9) (i)

Email: ERRERLD

Background information

Copies of the Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research toxicology results and Massey University School of Veterinary
Science pathology reports are available on the DOC website at the following address
https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/oia-responses/tiakina-nga-manu/

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)()



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 10:04 a.m.
To: Mark Davies;

Subject: Rats - questions from media.

Hi guys,

Two lots of questions re the dead rats this morning — from Greystar and Maddy Lloyd from TVNZ.
Questions from Maddy

| understand the rats have been removed from Westport’s North Beach, and samples from the rats‘are now being
tested?

I’m just wondering if you can confirm this and provide a statement on the latest informatign yow have about it and
what the next steps will be?

Questions from Laura

| see on social media 600 were picked up, is that right?

How many other dead animals were there, and what were they? Are they alse being autopsied?
When are results due?

Have there been reports of rats on beaches anywhere else?

Are they still coming down (washing up)?

How long should people keep dogs off the beach there for?

Also, what is sowing rate at Maruia?

s 9(2)(a), B B
Thanks ggm deadline is 11.30am please.

Laura Mills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)()



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 4:30 p.m.

To: Mark Davies; 'Michael Meehan'; RSNSOI

'Jamie Cleine'; 'Sharon Mason'
Cc 5 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Subject: Rats announcement - holding off till next week.

Good afternoon everyone

Following up on this email - we are going to hold off going out on the results until next week, when we haveithe full
picture in front of us. Happy to talk about this if required.

Please continue to hold off sharing information about the preliminary results.

The following is what we’ll be saying to media who have heard we might have results to share:

e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research but is awaiting
further results due next week before making a public announcement.

e We need to wait until we have all the test results in, including the results of pathology work, which
may then determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing. They were tested for presence of 1080 at Maanaki
Whenua Landcare Research and for cause of death atdviassey University.

¢ A weka was also sent for testing and we are waitingythistesult also.

Kind rega rdsk 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(in)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 12:42 p.m.

To: Mark Davies ; Michael Meehan jESEEEEL

'Jamie Cleine'

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)
Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

9(2 ,9(2 ii
- Sharon Mason [k

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

Hi'All, just to/follow up from this. Can you please wait for an ok from us before you go out publicly with this info.

Kind rega rds, § 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
’
s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)



From: Mark Davies IRSINSIOL)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:56 a.m.
To: Michael Meehan

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)(i)

'Jamie Cleine

Sharon Mason 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii) s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: FW: Rats for necropsy

Copy fyi

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile +REIEGI)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te 4o Taroa

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From:
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:53 a.m.

To: Mark Davies SNSRI

Subject: FW: Rats for necropsy

Massey results Mark — again no toxin detected
B

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)()

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:49 a.m.

To: 3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)
Cc:§ 9(2)(@), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

From: RSSO

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:47 AM

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

Hig 9(2)(a),

b(2)(0)(i) - I
Could you please resend to j4gllas he doesn’t have a copy RSN
Thanks
s 9(2)
(@),
From: 22K

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:41 a.m.



To:
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(0)ii)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

, | emailed the first three pm reports to and the muscle samples (including the 3 rats from

yesterday) have been sent to Landcare, the analysis will take around 10 days,
5 9(2)(a),
0(2)(9)(i)

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 11:38 AM

ls 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

Als 9(2
Hi T
Are we able to get a ETA on the post mortem analysis for the rats/weka?

Cheers
5 9(2)
(@),

rom:
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 4:47 p.m.
To: EREEREQ

Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Subject: RE: Rats for necropsy

5 9(2)

Hello iy

We can certainly do the post mortem anralysis and semd’'samples to Landcare Ecotoxicology for you, but you will
need to arrange payment for the 1080 tgstihg directly with them as this is not part of our contracted pathology
service for threatened species. We can{gost mortem feral animals if there is a clear conservation benefit to
threatened species projects. Can youngivelusa reason for this?

Thanks
s 9(2)
(@), 9(2)

From: E2EE2E0

Sent: Monday, 41 November 2019 4:40 PM
To: EEGERED

Cc: ELRERND

Subject: Rats forinecropsy

Hello B

(@, 9(2)
lthave'sent two rats, one frozen collected 9/11/19 and one collected 11/11/19. Please find attached form.
Kind regards

Eanger, glo!lversity - Kaitiaki, Kanorau Koiora

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai
Kawatiri/ Buller District

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te h7, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tdroa



Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in efor, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise forithe
inconvenience. Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received thisiemailin error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apelogise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Friday, 22 November 2019 9:51 a.m.
To: Mark Davies

Subject: RE: Re:

Importance: High

Hi Mark — sorry, thought | had included that — Laura needs something by 1- suggest following.

“DOC uses reputable labs that are accredited to test for 1080, and the sample size used was in excess of that needed
to give a reliable result. Copies of the Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research toxicology results and Massey University
School of Veterinary Science pathology reports are available on the DOC website at the following address
https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/oia-responses/tiakina-nga-manu/

From: Mark Davies IRSSIRSIO0)

Sent: Friday, 22 November 2019 9:47 a.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i) s 9(A)(a), 9()(g)(i)

Subject: RE: Re:

Hi g
@)

| have only just got to this

Have we missed this opportunity to respond ?

If not can you pull something together for me please
Thanks

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhali

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EERESD

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Tiroa

From: SR

Sent: Thursday, 21 November 2019 4:01 p.m.

To: MarkDavies NSSECOL

Subject: FW: Re:

Suggested response for you to letter in Greystar from Paul Thomas of Reefton. Thought because he is a pretty
reputable member of that community be worth responding...

s 9(2)(a)

From: Laura Mills
Sent: Thursday, 21 November 2019 1:57 p.m.

To: 3 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Re:




Argh | forgot to paste it!!! Sent because in one bit he asks a question of DOC. PS editor on leave for a month

Westport rats

| read with great interest the news item re 'No 1080’ found in Westport rats. That's not what independent testing of the
dead rats found! Most likely it was 1080. The independent lab tested for the metabolites of 1080, that is the chemicals
that are created with the reaction of fluorocacetate (1080) in the cells of animals that it comes in contact with.

If DOC did not test for the metabolites and only tested for the presence of fluoroacetate as the test forms produced for
DOC show, then that is most likely why they did not get a positive result for 1080.

The question then that should now be asked of DOC is, "did you test for the metabolites of 1080 or fluoroacetate and
if not why not?".

The concerning thing is that given DOCs announcement that there is no 1080 in the Westport rats the public now.
think there is no risk to them, with the presence of any dead rats still to be found on the beach or dead marine
creatures and that is not correct, given the independent lab test results.

It's important in my opinion that we get to identify the source of the rats and what 1080 operation theyswere
associated with.

In addition there is the position held by the anti 1080 movement, which I'm part of, that the continuing use of 1080
should stop and that an inquiry should be held as to why this catastrophe occurred.

Paul Thomas

Reefton

On Thu, 21 Nov 2019 at 13:50, RSO0 > wrote:

Cant see it?

s 9(2)(a)

From: Laura Mills
Sent: Thursday, 21 November 2019 12:08 p.m.

To: 3 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject:

Letter to ed if you want to respond? I'd need a reply by 20am tomorrow

Laura Mills
Chief reporter, GFeymouth Star

s 9(2)(a)

Caution™=This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or
subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email
I error, please notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We
apologise for the inconvenience. Thank you.



From: Mark Davies

To:
Ce:
Subject: RE: Help with OIA on West Coast beach rats
Date: Thursday, 14 November 2019 8:57:00 a.m.

s 92)(@), 9(2)
Hi P ..
The best person for you to work with on this is the Buller Operations Manager
Please give him a call
Cheers Mark

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EREEEC)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao'Tukoa

From: EEEERE

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 8:48 a.m.

To: Mark Davies

Subject: Help with OIA on West Coast beach rats

Hi Mark,

We've received an OIA on the West Coast rats, and I’'m hopingyou ¢an help point me in the

direction of the people who hold the information. I'velpasted the request below with my

questions in red:
Please send me all the correspondence between DoC, Local Councils and any other public
or private entity, group or individual ségarding the above incident this weekend where a
large number of dead animals and fish'were washed up on Westport beaches. Do you
know who in DOC would have @ealt with this type of correspondence? We only need to
provide the informatio@up to théwdate of the request, which was Sunday 10 Nov at
10.46am
Please also send me the details of the Press Release sent to media regarding the incident
- when and howhisswassent and to whom. I’ll get this from the media team
| would like to know the following, please:
Who authorised.the®dead carcasses collected by volunteers to be buried; what were those
instructions-and to what extent did they (not) comply with the poison manufacturer’s
guidelinesiand the Health and Safety legislation about the disposal hazardous waste; Do
you knowwho | should speak to to find this out?
What (if any) species were retained for testing of poisons; a summary of the species
collected and those retained and how they were stored until testing, what poisons were
tested for and what the outcomes were; who did the testing and whether this included
any metabolites for 1080 poison; whether any additional testing of samples was carried
out and what the details were (e.g. soil and sand and water). | know we don’t have the
results yet, but do you know who | should speak to to source the rest of this info?
In light of any results from the poison testing, what actions (if any) will be carried out by
DoC, councils or any contractors or volunteers. | imagine we will make this info publicly
available once we get the results

Kind regards

A)
(),



From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Media
Cc: Mark Davies
Subject: RE: Statement
Date: Monday, 11 November 2019 9:46:05 a.m.
Attachments: image001.jpg
image002.jpg

Thanks S8, ves will pick this up (:
From: Media <xxxXX @ XXX.XXXX.XX>

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 8:28 a.m.
To: EREEIED

ooy |
Cc: Mark Davies
Subject: FW: Statement
Morena e
Had some fun over the weekend @
Are you able to pick this up now please.
| understand the latest info is that there have been no more rats found fellowinghigh tides and
24 of those picked up on Saturday are being sent to Massey for toxicalogy/necropsy with results
due by end of the week.
Nga mihi
Advisor Communications | Central North Island Region | Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

WHAKATANE
V- EECEREN)

From: Maddy Lloyd <xXXXX.XXXXX (@ XXXX.XXHX >

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 6:48 a.m.

To: Media <XXXXX(@ XXX XXXX. XX >

Subject: Statement

Hi guys,

| understand the rats hayetbeeniremoved from Westport’s North Beach, and samples from the
rats are now being tested?

I’'m just wonderingfif you canfconfirm this and provide a statement on the latest information you
have about it and'what the next steps will be?
Thanks so muchl

Maddy Lioyd
Chrigtchurch Breakfast Reporter

Follow us: Facebook | Twitter | YouTube




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:18 p.m.
To: Mark Davies
Subject: RE: Status item re Westport beach?

Great thanks Mark.

Cheers

5 9(2)(@),
0(2)(g)ii)

S 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(i)

overnment Services and OIA Advisor

Te Papa Atawhai

/. EREEaE ’
From: Mark Davies SNSRI

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 1:54 p.m.
To: EEEGEARQ

Cc:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: Status item re Westport beach?

5 9(2)(@),
Thanks
Really appreciate you being proactive
| have already given the Ministers office a heads up on,the l[atest development NO 19080 in the rats

So | think | will leave it at this for this week

Mark Davies

Director, Operations

Western South Island Region

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

10 Sewell Street, Hokitika 7810

Mobile EEEEQO

Conservation leadershipsfor our nature Takina te hz, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Taroa

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Thursday;, 14 November 2019 1:39 p.m.

To: Mark Davies iSO
Ce: E2EEEEN

Subject: Status item re Westport beach?

Kia ora Mark

I’'m collating the Status Report at the moment and was wondering if you think an item regarding the washed up rats
in Westport would be useful for the Minister? | imagine she has already been briefed through other channels, so it

may be that she doesn’t need anything further, but thought I'd raise the question just in case.

If you would like to include an item we can still slot it into the report up until about 1pm tomorrow.



Cheers
0(2)(g)i)
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)()

Government Services and OIA Advisor
Policy and Visitors Group

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
M- R 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i

Kia piki te oranga o te ao tlroa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)
From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 2:19 p.m.
To: Mark Davies

Subject: Signing off on the rats now

Hi Mark,

I’'ve finished my week on media duty as of this morning and just wanted to sign out of the rat gig you’ve been
running.

For the most part, it was kind of fun and | enjoyed working with a director who was prepared to make a decision‘and
front it. Thanks for that.

Also thanks for the kind words you shared wit and others, it was quite unexpected and | certainly don’t go
looking for it.

On a final note, have you already requested (or considered) asking for DNA sequencing forihe dead rats which could
be compared with local rats and rats from the Inangahua?

Demonstrating how closely related the victim rats were to other populations could well help dispel suggestions
carcasses regularly travel outside drop zones (at least in the minds of reasonable folks whoare not totally convinced
one way or the other).

Anyway, have fun with the rest of the saga.

Nga mihi
Advisor Communications | Central North Island Region| Kaitohutehu Whakapa
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

WHAKATANE
M- EEREREN)



s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 8:55 a.m.

To: Mark Davies

Subject: Toxicology Report and draft Media release re 'rat results' in the Buller
Attachments: T7334.pdf; Media release dead rat results Nov 2019 - DOC-6132561.docx

%ant, Kaiawhina, to Director, Operations, Western South Island
Department of Conservation —Te Papa Atawhai

Mobile:

10 Sewell St, Hokitika 7810
Kia piki te oranga o te ao tUroa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.

To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz

© )

Toro whenua hou hei Kiwi -

Nesw Fe=tand Government




s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Tuesday, 19 November 2019 5:03 p.m.

To: DR Mark Davies

ce

Subject: Updated rat MR

Attachments: Media release dead rat results Nov 2019 - DOC-6132561.docx

. 5 9(2)
Hi Mark and s

fa?%)(z) as discussed, I've updated the media release, presuming tomorrow’s results are negative. Can you
please check that details are correct. If the results are different we’ll rewrite tomorrow.

Mark, let me know if you’d like any changes.

| suggest we provide links to PDF’s of the results on our website, with the names of'kandcare Research and
Massey staff redacted, as we’re likely to be asked for them.

Be good to get this signed off as early as possible tomorrow.

Cheers,
5 9(2)(a),
0(2)(0)(i)

aeila igwsor Kaitohutohu Papaho

Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai
[B]BJH° 9@, 92)(a)()

Otautahi / Christchurch Office
Grand Central, 161 Cashel St | Private,Bag,4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140
T: +64 3 371 3700

Kia piki te oranga o te ao turoapmiyroto i te ngatahitanga, ki Aotearoa.
To work with others toJdncreasehe value of conservation for New Zealanders.

www.doc.govt.nz




From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)

To: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ih)

Subject: FW: rats

Date: Monday, 9 December 2019 11:40:58 a.m.
Attachments: image001.png

From: REROID

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 3:04 p.m.

To: RRREECY

Subject: RE: rats

Thankyou (:

From:3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 3:03 p.m.

To:3§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: RE: rats

Best way to look is through the pesticide summary viewer as it shows all the OSPRI ops as well.
http://maps.doc.govt.nz/mapviewer/index.html?viewer=pésticidesummary | can show you if need
be.

From: RGELOID

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 2:59 p.m.

To: KRR

Subject: RE: rats

Can you give me the info for Budller'drops as well? Or point me to where this is on website?

From: RREROID

Sent: Tuesday, 12 Nevember 2019 1:29 p.m.

To: RRIEROD

Subject: RE: sats

s 9(2)
Hi e

At TelMaruia 46,209ha was treated with aerial applied 1080 over 3 days on 1,2,3rd November.
Judging by their state of decay and the timing of the operation it is most likely that they came
from this operation. The area is shown on the attached map. This block was treated with 2kg of
cereal bait per hectare.
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Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 12:57 p.m.
TO: 9(2)(g)(i1)
Subject: FW: rats



Can you help please?

From: Joanne Carroll <xxXXXX. XXXXXXX @ XXXXX. XX.XX>
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 12:45 p.m.

To: KRR

Subject: Re: rats

?;)’%)(2) can you point me to information on the recent pest control operation in Buller - how
much kg per ha, how much area in total, when were the drops and where? There's just been so
much speculation on social media and in our emails asking us for more information.

Thanks

Joanne

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E X0xx | M§ 9(2)(a)

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

On Tue, 12 Nov 2019 at 11:29, INSSECIO) wrote:

Hi Joanne, you can attribute this info to Mark;Davies, Director Western South Island.

I'm just checking in on test results on the rats,at Westport beach. Was any other animals
(fish, birds etc) collected for testing? When'do you expect the results to be back? Any more
wash up overnight?

A small number of rats (6) were collected yesterday afternoon off a beach near Waimangaroa.
As a precaution warning signs-advising people to keep dogs on a lead have been placed at beach
entranceways.

Rats and a sample of marifne life have been sent for testing to check whether they contain
1080. While it is'possible that the rats have been washed down from an area where rats have
been targéted ih,a recent predator control operation, it’s unclear what would have cause the
marine. life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of the week.

Also howdong does it take for 1080 to dissolve in water? How far along the Coast should
people keep their dogs off beaches? For how long?

Dogs are susceptible to poisoning from 1080, and with their propensity to scavenge, people do
fieed to be careful and keep their dogs supervised on leads or keep dogs away from beaches
until the results of the toxicology tests come back. At this stage, we have had reports of rats on
beaches north of Westport so far as Waimangaroa. Dog owners should take a precautionary
approach with other beaches. As with any dead animal, precaution needs to be taken if they are
handled and we would suggest that people do not handle the dead rats. If they do contain toxin,
naturally occurring bacteria will break this down overtime as the carcasses disintegrate, there is
no threat to human health.

Check out this link for info about how 1080 dissolves in water.




safely/1080-and-streams-rivers-and-lakes/

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase all
copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank
you.

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidentialylfayou are not the intended
recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail offany attached files is unauthorised. This e-
mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or communicatéd without the written consent of the copyright
owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all
copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any inforfnation contained in this e-mail or attached files.
Internet communications are not secure, therefore Nine Group does not accept legal résponsibility for the contents of this message or
attached files.



From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)

To: S 9(2)@), 9()(0)

Subject: RE: 12.50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 12:02:00 p.m.

Another one — Conan Young from RNZ at 12.35 — RS , its prerecorded.

From: EEEERE

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:59 a.m.

To: ERGCEEO

Subject: RE: 12.50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Goodo .. just let me know what is needed and | will text Mark as he is better on text than email.if
we need him urgently.

Although in saying that I'm going to lunch between 12 and 1pm but will keep my phoneswith me.
Easy does it kiddo .. soon this will be fish n chip paper ©

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)(1)

Personal Assistant, Kaiawhina, to Director, Operations, Western South Island
Department of Conservation —Te Papa Atawhai

Mobile: REIRELO

Kia piki te oranga o te ao turoa, i roto i te ngatahitanga, ki/Aotearoa.
To work with others to increase the value of consefvation for New Zealanders.

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:56).m.

To: Mark Davies INSSECOL

Subject: RE: 12.50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Im not going to be able to.text'detailed messages to mark — only email. Texting is flaring up my
RSl and | need to keep these’arms working. Sorry.

From: Mark Davies USRIl

Sent: Wednésday)20°November 2019 11:52 a.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Subject: RE: 12°50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio

That’s$i100% fine! Just tell us ©

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:51 a.m.

To: Mark Davies SSESOL

Subject: RE: 12.50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Yeah, I might need help chasing him tho if im swamped.



From: Mark Davies RSSERCIOL

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:50 a.m.

IS
To S

Subject: RE: 12.50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Hi, just for today and tomorrow can you please text this info straight to Mark

... although SRR is doing this one

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:47 a.m.

To: Mark Daviest 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: 12.50 - Interview request - Magic Talk radio

s 9(2)(a), . L . 5 9(2)
Hi fyé¥gll. can we please lock Mark in for this interview.. g

From: Nancy Davies Jeaa

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:43 a.m.
To¥

Cc: Media <xxxxxX@XxXX.Xxxx.xx_>; ISk

Subject: Re: FW: Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Okay, some clarity! Can we please lock in 12.50pm?

Number to call is RSN of My cellphone if any issues

NANCY DAVIES EXECUTIVE PRODUCER - RYAN BRIDGE DRIVE SHOW MAGIC
TALK MEDIAWORKS MOBILE



From: Nancy Davies
To: S 50%a). 50|
Cc: Media; SR
Subject: Re: FW: Interview request - Magic Talk radio
Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:43:30 a.m.
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg

Okay, some clarity! Can we please lock in 12.50pm?

Number to call is SN o My cellphone if any issues

NANCY DAVIES EXECUTIVE PRODUCER - RYAN BRIDGE DRIVE SHOW MAGIC
TALK MEDIAWORKS MOBILE

On Wed, 20 Nov 2019 at 11:33, Nancy Daviesm wrote:
It will be prerecorded at that time - if he's on the line bang on .10 to that will be perfect.
I'm actually just waiting to confirm a few other commitments Ryan has todayy sofcan we

please pencil in a 4.40pm slot as well and I'll be able to confirm whichsone by. midday?
Sorry to be so difficult, it's just a tricky juggle today!

NANCY DAVIES EXECUTIVE PRODUCER - RYAN BRIDGE DRIVE SHOW. MAGIC
TALK MEDIAWORKS MOBILE

On Wed. 20 Nov 2019 at 11:30. RN~ + ote:

Sure thing, is it live or prerecorded, just so I can lét Markikknow...what number shall I get him to
call on, and what time exactly...

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:24 a.m.

Cc: Media <Media(@doc.govt.nz>; §
Subject: Re: FW: Intérview request - Magic Talk radio

Thanks , just got your release as well.

h. Canawve please book in 12.50pm?

\
. NANCY DAVIES EXECUTIVE PRODUCER - RYAN BRIDGE DRIVE SHOW MAGIC
| I TALK MEDIAWORKS MOBILE

On Wed. 20 Nov 2019 at 11:22, wrote:

Hi Nancy, Mark Davies is available to speak on this between 12.30 and 1 or 4.30 and 6.



From: Ny Davis R
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 10:28 a.m.

Subject: Re: FW: Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Great, thank you. What interview opportunities will be available off the back of that?
We can prerecord before we're onair at 2.45, or do something live at 4.10pm? Just
over the phone for 5 minutes.

NANCY DAVIES EXECUTIVE PRODUCER - RYAN BRIDGE DRIVE SHOW MAGIC
TALK meniaworks moBiLE EECHIE

On Wed, 20 Nov 2019 at 10:24, |SSSINSEI > wiote:
Hi Nancy. yes we do expect results today. and you andare on our list to send these
too. fa?(z)

Sent: Wednesday., 20 November 2019 10:21 agm.
To: Media <Media@doc.govt.nz>
1c Ta|!’ 1‘a!10

Cc: | ’
Subject: Re: FW: Interview request -dMag

Good morning,

Thanks for keeping us updated on this. Just checking in to see if results are
expected today?

NANCY DAVIESIEEXECUTIVE PRODUCER - RYAN BRIDGE DRIVE SHOW MAGIC
TALK MEDIAWORKS MOBILE

. On Mon. 18 Nov 2019 at 10:00, Media <Media@doc.govt.nz> wrote:

V Hi Nancy, the key information is below and we are expecting results
Wednesday or Thursday this week and can look at interviews after this.

e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare
Research but is awaiting further results due later this week (Wednesday or
Thursday) before making a public announcement.

e We need to wait until we have all the test results in, including the results of
pathology work, which may then determine how the rats died.



e Ten rats were sent for independent testing. They were tested for the
presence of 1080 at Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and for cause of
death at Massey University.

« A weka was also sent for testing and we are waiting this result also.

From: Nancy Davie
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 8:52 a.m.

Media <Media@doc.govt.nz>
Subject: Re: FW: Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Good morning,

Just following up on this - when will the test resultsdbe annoufced? And when will
a spokesperson be available for interview with Ryan Bridge?

Best,
Nancy

NANCY DAVIES EXECUTIVE PRODUCER -RYAN BRIDGE DRIVE SHOW MAGIC
TALK MEDIAWORKS MOBILE

On Tue, 12 Noy 2019 atyls: 11, PR > wrote:

o

The below is the latest...

I A small number of rats (6) were collected yesterday afternoon off a beach near
Waimangaroa (north of Westport). As a precaution warning signs advising people to
keep dogs on a lead have been placed at beach entranceways.

Rats and a sample of marine life have been sent for testing to check whether they
contain 1080. While it is possible that the rats have been washed down from an area
where rats have been targeted in a recent predator control operation, it’s unclear what
would have caused the marine life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of
the week.

9(2
rrom: A



Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 3:04 p.m.

o
Cc: Media <xxXXXX@XXX.XXXX.X%>; Nancy Davies_
radio

Subject: Re: FW: Interview request - Magic Talk

HIs 9(2)
Hi il

Have there been any further updates on this? Do you know when you might expect the
toxicology results back?

Thanks very much.

| EXECUTIVE PRODUCER | MAGIC TALK
vosILE: EECHIIIEG

sTupio: EECHIIEN

MEDIAWORKS

Image removed by sender.

On Mon, 11 Nov 2019 at 14:21, (RSSO0 wrote:

Hi3 9(2)(a)

We-don’t really have much to report on this since the statement on Saturday so no
interview at this stage.

You can attribute the following info to Robert Dickson, Buller District Operations
Manager. | presume you saw the media release on Saturday? | can send it to you if

needed. Kind regards JRSINSION

As at this morning, 680 rats were collected, and DOC is taking a precautionary
approach in case the rats have been poisoned by 1080.

Rats and a sample of marine life are being sent for testing to check whether they
contain 1080.



While it is possible that the rats have been washed down from an area where rats have
been targeted in a recent predator control operation, it’s unclear what would have
caused the marine life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of the week.

Rangers checked Westport and surrounding area beaches yesterday and did not detect
any further rats washed up. A further check will be made today after high tide.

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(i)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika

Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(2), 9()(9)(ii)

eron:
Sent: Monday, 21 NovemDber.2019 12:57 p.m.

To: Media <XXXXXIE@ XXX XXXX X%
Subject: Interview request - Magic Talk radio

Hi there

Would a DOC spokesperson be able to come on Magic Drive this afternoon to talk
about the rats on the West Coast? What we know so far, what happens next etc.

Timing-wise we would be looking at around 4.50pm for a 3-4min live phoner. Or we
could pre-record up until 2.45pm. Would either of these be possible?

Thanks very much for your help.

| EXECUTIVE PRODUCER | MAGIC TALK

MOBILE: E&Ie)
STUDIO: ey



N

MEDIAWORKS

Image removed by sender.

Attention:

The information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended only for the person or entity to whicl
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, refransmission, dissemination or ot
of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other han he intended recipie
prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact he sender, and delete the material from any system and de:
copies.

Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may ¢
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not
are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or this message or
data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, pleas us immediately
and erase all copies of the message and attach s. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.
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from any system and destroy any copies.
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confidential or subj

age and panying data may contain information that is
legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are

notified that any emination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies ssage and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in
please contact the sender, and delete the material from any system and destroy any copies.
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copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank
you.

Attention:

The information contained in his message and/or attachments is intended only for the person or en ity to which it is addressed and
may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in



reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please
contact he sender, and delete the material from any system and destroy any copies.

Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase all
copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank you.

Atten ion:

The information contained in his message and/or attachments is intended only for he person or en ity to which it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemina ion or other use of, or taking of any action in
reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please
contact the sender, and delete the material from any system and destroy any copies.
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From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Brooke Jenner
Subject: 1080 rats question...
Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 2:38:00 p.m.
Attachments: image001.png
image002.png
Hi Brooke

Just to clarify...Pathology would have showed any physical signs of causes of death such as
disease, drowning etc. Toxicology shows if there was a toxin involved.

DOC is responsible for the effects of 1080 operations it undertakes, and as such we tested for
1080 because there was a possibility that the rats could have died from use of this toxin'= this
has been ruled out and we will not be undertaking further work to investigate the deaths ofithe
rats.

DOC did not test for other toxins that could have killed the rats becausg thereshas been no use of
such toxins by DOC. The cause of the death of the rats would possibly be'a mattenfor the
Regional Council or the DHB to look into.

Perhaps your questions around the multiple possibilities of theéat deaths could be answered by
a vet or toxicologist.

The source of the rats is unknown.

From: Brooke Jenner IRakNSIO0)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 20192:04 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: does this responseloek alright? RE: tested for other substances? - 1080 rats
question...

NS9(2)
Hi il
Thanks for thesresponse, but it leaves some unanswered questions.

Whendheérdeadsats first appeared, DOC put out a statement saying it did not believe it
was 1080 that caused the death, however it had put out a cautionary warning to dog
owners, but reiterated it did not believe 1080 was the cause of death.

Which begs a few questions:

1. If you were hoping pathology would answer how the rats died, why did you only
test for 1080 and not other toxins?

2. Six hundred dead rats washing up is an anomaly. What more are you doing to
establish the cause of death?

3. What more testing are you doing?



4. Are there any possible contaminants that could have killed these rats that you may
never be able to test for now, as the half lives are so short they will have
disappeared?

5. Where did the rats come from in the first instance?

Kind regards,

Brooke

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: 20 November 2019 13:13
To: Brooke Jenner RIARNSIOL

Cc: Media <xoox@xxx.xoxx.xx>; IO

Subject: RE: does this response look alright? RE: tested for other substances? - 1080 rats
question...

rrom: AN
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 1:03 p.m.
To: EREEaED

Cc: Media <xoxx@xxx.xxxx.xx__> RSSO0

Subject: does this response look alright? RE: tested for otherstbstances? - 1080 rats question...

Hi Brooke
We had hoped that the pathology result wouldiprovide some more information about how the
rats died.

The possibility of 1080 as a causerof death of the rats was raised, and as operations had occurred
in catchments that have had 1080 treatment that could have possibly led to the rats on the
beach, and because of thespublig,interest in this matter, this was the toxin that was tested for.
The cause of death is unknown — but the deaths are not a result of 1080 poisoning.

Kind regards

(@),

)

CommudnicationssAdvisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Departmeént of Conservation, Hokitika
Western'South Island Region

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

From: erooke Jerne: MMM
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 12:56 p.m.
To: EREEIED

Cc: Media <x0ox@xxxooxx.xx>; SIS

Subject: Re: tested for other substances? - 1080 rats question...




s 9(2)
Good afternoon s

Are you able to provide a reason (for background) for only having tested for 10807?
Will other toxins will be tested for from both water samples and rat carcass samples?

And is that to say a cause of death is still unknown?

Kind regards,

Brooke Jenner
Assignments Desk Coordinator

s 9(2)a)
d ) _

E}

[-<]

Follow us: Facebook | Twitter | YouTube

From: 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)in)

Sent: 20 November 2019 12:00
To: Brooke Jenner iRaiaell)

Cc: Media <Media @dQC govt @i7>; s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Subject: tested for other substances?* 1080 rats question...

Hi Brooke, | can confirmife tested for 1080, but not other substances.

9(2)(@), 9(2)(a)(i)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department ofiConservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)ii)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase all
copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank
you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is



confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase all
copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank
you.



From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: HDXX

Cc: Media

Subject: RE: 1080 tests Westport

Date: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 1:57:00 p.m.
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Farah

No more rats were found today, we expect the test results later in the week and will have a bit
more info for you then. Kind regards,

From: Media <xxXXX @ XXX.XXXX.XX>

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 11:48 a.m.
To:

Cc: Media <XXXXX@ XXX XXXX.XX>

Subject: FW: 1080 tests Westport

More on rats.
S.

From: Farah Hancock <xxXXX.XXXXXXX (@ XXXXXXXX.XX.XX >
Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 11:41 a.m.

To: Media <xXXXXX@ XXX XXXX.XX >

Subject: 1080 tests Westport

Hi
Are you able to add me to your press release ist?

Also, I'm keen on following upfthe Westport dead rats so would appreciate getting sent the test
results when available.

Are you able to helpswithlinformation which is not in the release on your website?
e How manylratsfare being tested
o Whatther créatures are being tested
e Are anylothertests being conducted at the same time?

I'weuld@lsobe interested in any information you can give me about the risks of secondary
peisohing for seabirds and sea life.

And ... any information you can share about the pest levels in the area where 1080 was dropped,
and examples of wildlife which were affected by pests there.

Thanks!

Regards
Farah Hancock
Reporter



http://newsroom.co.nz

e: farah.hancock@newsroom.co.nz p: E | @newsroomnz

Newsroom NZ Ltd First floor 48 George St, Kingsland, Auckland 1024

Caution: The information contained in this email is CONFIDENTIAL. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction is strictly prohibited.
received this message in error, please notify Newsroom immediately. Thank you.
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From: Farah Hancock

To: ESC)E) 50)
Subject: Re: 1080 Westport rats
Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 1:25:25 p.m.
Attachments: image001.png
5 9(2)
Thanks
From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 at 1:22 PM

To: Farah Hancock <xxxxx.XXXXXXX @ XXXXXXXX.XX.XX>

ce-
Media <XXXXX@ XXX XXXX.XX>

Subject: RE: Re: 1080 Westport rats

We had hoped that the pathology result would provide some moré&informationabout how
the rats died.

The possibility of 1080 as a cause of death of the rats was raised, and as DOC operations
had occurred in catchments that have had 1080 treatment that could have possibly led to
the rats on the beach, and because of the publicinterestifi this matter, this was the toxin
that was tested for.

The cause of death is unknown — but the déathgarenot a result of 1080 poisoning. DOC
has not used brodificaum (talon) in this@reajit is only very rarely used on the mainland.

rrom:
Sent: Wednesday) 20 Nevember 2019 12:57 p.m.
To S,

Subject: Fwd: R€: 2080 Westport rats

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Farah Hancock <xxXXX. XXXXXXX (@ XXXXXXXXXX.XX >
Date: 20/11/2019 12:34 PM

Subject: Re: 1080 Westport rats

To-

Cc:

I’'m so intrigued by this rat death mystery!




| notice just 1080 was tested for. Was there any reason why tests weren’t done for other toxins?
Could samples still be tested for this?

I've heard talk of talon and a farmer and to be honest poison just sounds more plausible than
them getting washed away in heavy rains.

| got no response to my request to see the test results clean green nz referred to btw.

Regards
Farah

From:§ 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Date: Monday, 18 November 2019 at 10:15 AM
To: Farah Hancock <xxxxX XXXXXXX (@ XXXXXXXX. XX XX >
Subject: RE: 1080 Westport rats

That makes sense then! I’'m on call this week so managing the mediainbox, so Ifyeu email
and Media Wednesday hopefully we will have something then (Wednesday appears to be the
timeline I'm seeing)

From: Farah Hancock <xxxXX. XxXXXXX (@ XXXXXXXX XX XX >
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:07 a.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: 1080 Westport rats

Hi

Yes, | noted they have given viftually no infesmation about the testing. Given all the gaps in
information there’s certainly adoetef speculation going on — which is why | keep bugging you for
info!

Regards
Farah

From:& 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i)

Date: Monday, 18 November 2019 at 10:03 AM
To: Farah Hancock <xxxxx XXX xxxX (@ XXXXXXXXXX.XX >
Subject: RE: 1080 Westport rats

Hi again Farah, you should ask the anti-1080 groups to see the toxicology report, rather than rely
on their media release.

They should have a toxicology report that can be viewed which will state where the animal
was tested and what the results were

From: Media <xxxXX(@ XXX XXXX.XX >
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:01 a.m.




To: Farah Hancock <xxxxx.XXXXXXX @ XXXXXXXX.XX.XX > Media <XXXXX@ XXX XXXX.XX >
Subject: RE: 1080 Westport rats

Hi Farah, the key information is below and we are expecting results Wednesday or
Thursday this week and can look at interviews after this.

e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare
Research but is awaiting further results due later this week (Wednesday or
Thursday) before making a public announcement.

e We need to wait until we have all the test results in, including the results of
pathology work, which may then determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing. They were tested for thé presence of
1080 at Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and for cause of death at Massey
University.

e A weka was also sent for testing and we are waiting this result also.

From: Farah Hancock <xxxxX.XXXXXXX (@ XXXXXXXX. XX XX >
Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:29 a.m.

To: Media <XXXXX(@ XXX XXXX.XX__>

Subject: 1080 Westport rats

Hi

Can | please get an update on this? | understand the test results should be back by now and | see
the anti-1080 groups are saying they have independent test results back

Regards
Farah Hancock
Reporter

p
, 2]

httes//MewsSroom.co.nz

NS 9(2)(@)
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From: Science Media Centre

To: s 9(2)(@). 9(2)
Subject: Re: FW: Dead rats on the West Coast
Date: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 3:12:48 p.m.

No! But now | want to.

These be strange times

Science Media Centre

www.sciencemediacentre.co Nz | XXx@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.XX | EeIC) (A/H)

On Wed, 13 Nov 2019 at 15:11, INSRRSEE > wrote:

Did you ever see that movie with the frogs falling from the sky? — Magnoliass..

From: Science Media Centre <xxX(@ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX . XXKXX
Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 2:54 p.m.

To: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ih)
Subject: Re: FW: Dead rats on the West Coast

No more rats! At least they aren't falling from the sky...

Thanks Bigl ©)

Science Media Centre

www sciencemediacentre.co.nz JAXxx @XMXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.XX. | ENCIS) (A/H)

On Wed /13.Nov 2019 at 14:44, RESASEE > wrote:

Hi @ ne'more rats today. Looking like it will be the end of the week for results.
Kind regards,

From: Science Media Centre <xXX(@ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XX XX

Sent: Wednesday, 13 November 2019 2:43 p.m.
To: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: FW: Dead rats on the West Coast

S 902)
HI e

Just checking in to see if you've heard anything and what the timelines are likely to be



like.

Nga mihi,

SEAE)

Science Media Centre

WWW.sciencemediacentre.co Nz | XXX@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.XX (A/H)
On Mon, 11 Nov 2019 at 15:59, SRR wrote:
Cheers!

From: Science Media Centre <xxX@ XXXXXXXXXXMEXIXXXX. XX XX
Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 3:58 p.m:

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(i))

Cc: Media <XXXXX (@ XXX XXXX. X%

Subject: Re: FW: Dead rats on the West €oast

Thank so much for responding . I just saw the advisory saying testing would
take 48-72 hours. -

I'll be in touch WedsyorEhurs.

Thanks!

s 9(2)(a)

Media Advisor

Science Media Centre

Www.sciencemediacentre.co Nz | XXX@XXXXXXXKXXXXXXX XX (A/H)
On Mon, 11 Nov 2019 at 15:53 JSkREER wrote:

HI s 9(2)(a)

We don’t yet have the toxicology results but will do by the end of the ek.

Maybe give me a bell in a couple of days for this info? Kind regards,



From:
Sent: Monaﬁ, 11 November 2019 3:10 i.m.

To: Media <XXXXX@ XXX XXXX XX
Subject: FW: Dead rats on the West Coast

For allocating

From: Science Media Centre <xXXX(@ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XX XX

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 2:09 p.m.
TO' 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i1)

Subject: Dead rats on the West Coast

45 9(2)(a),
a1k o) o))

Il nere. Long time, no contact! | hopeyoulre’doing well.

We're fascinated by this story about the hundreds of dead rats washing up on the
West Coast. Very macabre!

The RNZ article on it mentioned,DOC was getting toxicology results from
Manaaki Whenua and Massey Vet:School. Will you be releasing the results of
that publicly? We'ddove to seeithe tox results once they're public. Do you know
when they might be.eoming out? Or will it be from the West Coast DOC office?

Thanks! Let us know if you have anything coming out soon.

s 9(2)(a) Ns9(2)(@)

Media Advisor

Science Media Centre

www.sciencemediacentre.co Nz | XXX@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. XX, KNI
(A/H)
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From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)

To: Laura Mills

Cc: Media

Subject: RE: FW: Westport Catastrophe Press Release
Date: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:59:00 p.m.

Hey — other thing is....we are only aware of one testing laboratory where testing for the presence
of 1080 can be undertaken - Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research.

prom: Laura vils R
Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:38 p.m.
Y Y@@, 92)@0

Subject: Re: FW: Westport Catastrophe Press Release
I've just requested that now cheers :)

On Fri, 15 Nov 2019 at 13:35, EIISELIOQ wrote:

Hi laura, as suggested just before, | suggest if this is correct, they will.have a toxicology report
that can be viewed which will state where the animal was tested aftdiwhatithe results were.

Kind regards, g

From: Laura Mills RES

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 1:27 p.m.

To: EREEREY

Subject: Fwd: Westport Catastrophe Press Release

Hi just received this ...

—————————— Forwarded message, ---------

From: Flora Fauna of Aotearoa, <xxxxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX (@ XXXXX. XXX >
Date: Fri, 15 Nov 2019 at 13:10
Subject: Westport Catastrophe Press Release

To: s 9(2)(a)

Dear Lauray

Please see the@ttached press release from Flora and Fauna of Aotearoa and Clean Green New
Zealand Trust.

Thank you for your dedicated work on this issue.

Kind Regards,

s 9(2)(a)

Flora and Fauna of Aotearoa
CARING FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT - FLORA, FAUNA & WATERWAYS



Kaitiakitanga mo te Taiao - Guardianship of our Environment

Laura Mills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)(a)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient youare
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvénience.
Thank you.

Laura Mills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)(a)



From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)

To: Laura Mills
Subject: RE: Media release dead rat results Nov 2019 - DOC-6132561
Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:14:00 a.m.

From: Laura Mills iRES

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:12 a.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: Media release dead rat results Nov 2019 - DOC-6132561

Always safe with us as all we ever do it put a one sentence teaser on our site and link to
Facebook, and always after 1.30.

On Wed, 20 Nov 2019 at 11:10, IREKEO0) wrote:

Ace (:

From: Laura Mills RS

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:10 a.m.

To:} 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: Media release dead rat results Nov 2019,- DOC-6132561
Ah brilliant. Won't go anywhere until 1.30pmgs)

On Wed, 20 Nov 2019 at 11:05, INSKESEQ wrote:
Hiya
You wont be able to view the results for about 15 minutes yet, but here is release so you

can get started today...den’t put it on SM yet tho because | will get my butt kicked for
sending it before its on website

Caution - This mesSage and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential/or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you
are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or
data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately
and erage all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconveniénce. Thank you.

Laura Mills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)()

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is



prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

Laura Mills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)(a)



From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Media

Subject: FW: Rat Result MR

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 2:40:00 p.m.
Attachments: image001.png

fyi

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 2:40 p.m.
To: Joanne Carroll <XXXXXX.XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX>
Subject: RE: Rat Result MR

The rat itself, but we expect a carcass would have 1080 in it if that was how the animal died.

If the 1080 was in pellet form, yes, it would wash out of the pellet quickly, but thisfdoes not
happen in a carcass, hence the risk to scavenging dogs.

From: Joanne Carroll <xxxXxX . XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX>
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 2:08 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: Rat Result MR

Thanks, do you mean the time it takes for 1080t@break.down in a dead rat? Or the rat itself?
Wouldn't it be quicker for the 1080 to break‘down imywater than on land?

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

€ o N

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

On Wed, 20 N6w2019,af 14:04, NS > v rote:

The time it takes for a rat to break down varies according to the environment — on land, in
warm weatherit could be as quick as two weeks, but in water it would take longer. If the
animals had been exposed to 1080, this would have been picked up through the tests.

From: Joanne Carroll <xxXxXXXX.XXXXXXX (@ XXXXX.XX.XX>
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:40 a.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Re: Rat Result MR

Thanks. Do you know how long it takes for 1080 to break down in carcasses? Just so we
can include that if people are wondering?

Joanne Carroll
Reporter



E x0xx | M§ 9(2)(a)

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

—————————— Forwarded message ---------
Date: Wed, 20 Nov 2019 at 11:22
Subject: Rat Result MR

To:

DOC_logo_horizontal

Media release

20 November 2019

Testing shows no 1080 in rats

Results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed upfon North,Beach near Westport
recently show no presence of 1080.

Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research tested eightfdead,rats'and one weka. None of these
animals had any residue of 1080 toxin. Two other rats were too decomposed to test.

Massey University School of Veterinary Sciehce ‘undertook post-mortem examinations of five
of the dead rats but could not determine their cause of death. The weka was also examined
with cause of death unknown.

Department of Conservation,(DOC) West Coast Operations Director Mark Davies says the test
results confirm that the rats washed up on the beach are unlikely to have come from an area
where 1080 had been used.

“We thought it was unlikely thatsats had come from our aerial 1080 operation in Lewis Pass
National Reserve near Maruia, 140 km upstream from Westport.

“We don’t knowsthe souree of the dead rats but it’s possible they came from beech forest
areas closer to Weéstport in the Buller Gorge, affected by flood conditions.

“Rat numbers haveé'exploded in beech forests due to heavy seeding and now seed is
germinating, they are desperate for food, which can drive them into new areas and cause
them ta'cross'waterways,” says Mark Davies.

“Predator control is critical to protecting our most at-risk population of native wildlife as rats
turn.to eating native birds and bats and their young this spring and summer.”

DOC sent ten rats for testing. Five went to Massey University for post-mortem, and five to
Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research for toxicology testing.

Following post-mortem, the five rats were also sent to test for 1080 although two were too
decomposed to do this. The weka was also sent for post-mortem and 1080 testing.

It’s likely the marine animals which also washed up near Westport were victims of prolonged
stormy weather at the time, which can have a negative impact on marine life.

About 680 dead rats were collected from North Beach over the weekend of 9-10 November.
The rats were buried following advice from West Coast Regional Council.

—Ends—



Contacts

AR Communication Advisor Western South Island

Mobile: RSO
Email: R

Background information

Copies of the Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research toxicology results and Massey University
School of Veterinary Science pathology reports are available on the DOC website at the
following address https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/oia-responses/tiakina-nga-manu/

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)()
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From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)

To: Liz McDonald

Subject: RE: Rat Result MR

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 4:17:00 p.m.
Attachments: ~WRDO000.jpg

image001.jpg
image002.png

From: Liz McDonald <xxx.XXXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX>
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 4:14 p.m.
o Y@@, 92)@0

Subject: Re: Rat Result MR

Thanks that's helpful.

Liz McDonald

Senior reporter
The Press

E x@x0z
B 50) )

Press House, 158 Gloucester St, Christchurch, 8140, New Zealand
Private Bag 4722

Image removed by sender.

On Wed, 20 Nov 2019 at 16:13) RSSO wrote:

We stated in the Media Release that it's not known how the rats died. Re your
guestion around whether a particular flood could have caused this, we have had a
number of flood events lately, but we don’t hold records of river levels etc — suggest
you try Regional Council for that.

DOC did not test for other toxins that could have killed the rats because there has
been no'use“of such toxins by DOC. DOC is responsible for the effects of 1080
operations it undertakes, and as such we tested for 1080 because there was a
possibility that the rats could have died from use of this toxin — this has been ruled out
and'we will not be undertaking further work to investigate the deaths of the rats.
In'terms of washup of marine animals, it's not uncommon for animals to be washed
up after storm events.

From: Liz McDonald <XXXXXXXXXXX @ XXXXXXX.XX_>
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 3:18 p.m.

To: 3 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Fwd: Rat Result MR

Hi. | am taking over this story from Jo. Can we please get a bit more info if possible about



what could have happened to the rats and other animals washed up and if there was a
particular flood event it could have been - and whether this sort of washing up event has been
seen before?

Many thanks. Liz

Liz McDonald
Senior reporter
The Press

E liz @xnz
pPS 9(2)(a)

Press House, 158 Gloucester St, Christchurch, 8140, New Zealand
Private Bag 4722

Image removed by sender.

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Joanne Carroll <xxxXXX.XXXXXXX (@ XXXXX.XX.X%>
Date: Wed, 20 Nov 2019 at 14:17

Subject: Fwd: Rat Result MR

To: Liz McDonald <xxX.XXxo @ XX XX.XX > INaa

From doc

—————————— Forwarded message -==-----

rrom: A
Date: Wed, 20 Nov 20197t 2:04.PM

Subject: RE: Rat Result MR

To: Joanne Carral <xxXXExaXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX>

The time'it takes for a rat to break down varies according to the environment —on land, in
warpim weatheFit could be as quick as two weeks, but in water it would take longer. If the
animals had been exposed to 1080, this would have been picked up through the tests.

From: Joanne Carroll <xxXXXXX.XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX>
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:40 a.m.

To: EREEREY

Subject: Re: Rat Result MR

Thank. Do you know how long it takes for 1080 to break down in carcasses? Just so we
can include that if people are wondering?

Joanne Carroll
Reporter



E XXXXXXXXXXXXX@XXXXX.XX. k1 SAUC

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

o
Date: Wed, 20 Nov 2019 at 11:22

Subject: Rat Result MR

To:

DOC logo_horizontal

Media release

20 November 2019

Testing shows no 1080 in rats

Results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed up on North Beach near Westport
recently show no presence of 1080.

Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research,testedheight dead rats and one weka. None of these
animals had any residue of 2080 toxin.hwa other rats were too decomposed to test.

Massey University School of Meterinary Science undertook post-mortem examinations of five
of the dead rats but could not detérmine their cause of death. The weka was also examined
with cause of death upkown:

Department of Conservation (DOC) West Coast Operations Director Mark Davies says the test
results confirmthat the¥ats washed up on the beach are unlikely to have come from an area
where 1080 had®eeniused.

“We thoughtdtiwas unlikely that rats had come from our aerial 1080 operation in Lewis Pass
National ReServe near Maruia, 140 km upstream from Westport.

“Wie dof’teknow the source of the dead rats but it’s possible they came from beech forest
areas closer to Westport in the Buller Gorge, affected by flood conditions.

“Ratinumbers have exploded in beech forests due to heavy seeding and now seed is
germinating, they are desperate for food, which can drive them into new areas and cause
them to cross waterways,” says Mark Davies.

“Predator control is critical to protecting our most at-risk population of native wildlife as rats
turn to eating native birds and bats and their young this spring and summer.”

DOC sent ten rats for testing. Five went to Massey University for post-mortem, and five to
Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research for toxicology testing.

Following post-mortem, the five rats were also sent to test for 1080 although two were too
decomposed to do this. The weka was also sent for post-mortem and 1080 testing.

It’s likely the marine animals which also washed up near Westport were victims of prolonged
stormy weather at the time, which can have a negative impact on marine life.



About 680 dead rats were collected from North Beach over the weekend of 9-10 November.
The rats were buried following advice from West Coast Regional Council.

—Ends-

Contacts

AR Communication Advisor Western South Island

Mobile:B 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)
Email B 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Background information

Copies of the Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research toxicology resultsiandMasseyaldniversity
School of Veterinary Science pathology reports are available on the DOC website at the

following address https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/oia-responses/tigkina-nga-manu/

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)

Caution - This message and aecompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any usg, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

The igformation‘contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not the
intendeddecipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached files is
unauthorised/This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the
written‘censént of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the sender immediately by return
e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information
contained in this e-mail or attached files. Internet communications are not secure, therefore Nine Group does not accept legal
responsibility for the contents of this message or attached files.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

Joanne Carroll



Reporter

E XXXXXXXXXXXXX@XXXXX.XX. k ¥/ SIS

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

[~

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not the
intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached files is
unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the
written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the sender immediately by réturn
e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information
contained in this e-mail or attached files. Internet communications are not secure, therefore Nine Group dogs'@haccept legal
responsibility for the contents of this message or attached files.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information‘that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended, recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files|is or may be confidential. If you are not the intended
recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copyihg of this &-mail or any attached files is unauthorised. This e-
mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or. communicated without the written consent of the
copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error pleasé advise the'sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and
delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accura€y or completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or
attached files. Internet communications are not secure, therefore,Nine Group does not accept legal responsibility for the contents of
this message or attached files.



From: s 9(2)(a), 9C)

Bcc: Mel Logan; FAGIGN Westport News; Lee Scanlon; Laura Mills (GEGICN
Science Media Centre; SEBIE)

nelsonmail; National
Business Review; Nelson Mail; Newroom.co.nz; 3¢ Inside tourism newsletter; Northern Advocate; nz
geographic ; NZ Herald newsdesk; NZ News Wire - 3@ICY ; Otago Daily Times; Outdoors New
Zealand ; JEIGIONN; Scoop; Southland Times; SEIGIC ; stuff2; Sunday Star Times; Taradaki Daily
News; The Press; TIA -tourism RGN Timaru Herald; Tourism NZ 1; tourism nz 2; visual media;
voxy ; Waikato Times; waikato times 2 ; Wairarapa Times Age; Wairoa Star; Wanganui Chronicle;
whakatane beacon; Wilderness editor; wilderness magazine; wwf 1; wwf 2; SEQICIEEGNNE :
s 9(2)(@) ; Messenger, The
(000X @XXXXXXXX. XX XX) ; TG Press contact list; - Radio Live;
News (RNZ); NewstalkZB (Radio(; Prime; rnz auckland newsroom; tv3; TV3 Wellington§ tvnz;»TVNZ Well
newsroom; SEIBIEN ; Scenicland FM
(XXXXXXXXXXXX @XXX. XX. XX) SACICY TVNZ; Te Karere; TVNZ - Te Kaéa; 3EIBICN

Subject: Rat Result MR
Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 11:20:00 a.m.
Attachments: Media release dead rat results Nov 2019 - DOC-6132561.docx

image001.png
image002.png

Media release
20 November 2019

Testing shows no 1080.in rats

Results of toxicology testing'of dead rats that washed up on North Beach near Westport recently
show no presence of 1080s

Maanaki Whenuadlandcare™Research tested eight dead rats and one weka. None of these
animals had any residue/of 1080 toxin. Two other rats were too decomposed to test.

Massey UniyersityaSchool of Veterinary Science undertook post-mortem examinations of five of
the deadyrats put could not determine their cause of death. The weka was also examined with
cause of death unknown.

Department of Conservation (DOC) West Coast Operations Director Mark Davies says the test
résultsiconfirm that the rats washed up on the beach are unlikely to have come from an area
Wwhere 1080 had been used.

“We thought it was unlikely that rats had come from our aerial 1080 operation in Lewis Pass
National Reserve near Maruia, 140 km upstream from Westport.

“We don’t know the source of the dead rats but it’s possible they came from beech forest areas
closer to Westport in the Buller Gorge, affected by flood conditions.

“Rat numbers have exploded in beech forests due to heavy seeding and now seed is germinating,
they are desperate for food, which can drive them into new areas and cause them to cross
waterways,” says Mark Davies.

“Predator control is critical to protecting our most at-risk population of native wildlife as rats
turn to eating native birds and bats and their young this spring and summer.”



DOC sent ten rats for testing. Five went to Massey University for post-mortem, and five to
Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research for toxicology testing.

Following post-mortem, the five rats were also sent to test for 1080 although two were too
decomposed to do this. The weka was also sent for post-mortem and 1080 testing.

It’s likely the marine animals which also washed up near Westport were victims of prolonged
stormy weather at the time, which can have a negative impact on marine life.

About 680 dead rats were collected from North Beach over the weekend of 9-10 November. The
rats were buried following advice from West Coast Regional Council.

—Ends—

Contacts
, Communication Advisor Western South Island

Mobile§ 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Email:

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Background information

Copies of the Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research toxicelogyarésults and Massey University
School of Veterinary Science pathology reports are @vailable on the DOC website at the following

address https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/oia-re§ponses/igkina-nga-manu/

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)



From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Khalia Strong

Subject: RE: Rat Result MR

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 4:35:00 p.m.
Attachments: image001.png

Yip all good

From: Khalia Strong i

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 2:13 p.m.
To: EEEERED

Subject: Re: Rat Result MR

Actually, could we please make it 4.45pm.

Many thanks

From: Khalia Strong i

Sent: 20 November 2019 14:09

To: EEEEEED
Cc: Demelza Jackson RS

Subject: Re: Rat Result MR

'?ag);’%)(z) ,
Could we please lock in 4.30pm?

This would be a prerecordedsinterviewsand usually takes up to 5 minutes. We will use clips
from that in our news bulletins.

Demelza will be running therintéfview with Mark - the number at the newsroom is

Thankyou,

Khalia'Strohg

From: E2EE2E0
Sent: 20 November 2019 14:06

ToxKhalia Strong

Subject: RE: Rat Result MR

Hi Khalia, Mark has time available between 430 and 6 — let us know when suits and whether this
will be live or prerecorded, also a ph number to call in on. Kind regards, NN

From: Khalia Strong i

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 1:56 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)



Subject: Re: Rat Result MR

s 9(2)
Hello il

| just left a voicemail on your phone - who is the person to speak to for a quick phone
interview about this?

It would be a pre-record, and we'd take a few clips of that to use in our bulletins.

Kind Regards,
Khalia Strong
NewstalkZB

rrom: Y - bhif of Netalk 28 News

<XXXX (@ XXX XKXX >
Sent: 20 November 2019 12:58

Tor Khalia Strong

Subject: Fw: Rat Result MR

D: Eag)
E: ©oxx

From:§ 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 Novembler 2049 11:21 AM
Subject: Rat Result MR

Media release

20 November 2019

Testing shows no 1080 in rats

Results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed up on North Beach near Westport recently
show no presence of 1080.

Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research tested eight dead rats and one weka. None of these
animals had any residue of 1080 toxin. Two other rats were too decomposed to test.

Massey University School of Veterinary Science undertook post-mortem examinations of five of
the dead rats but could not determine their cause of death. The weka was also examined with
cause of death unknown.

Department of Conservation (DOC) West Coast Operations Director Mark Davies says the test
results confirm that the rats washed up on the beach are unlikely to have come from an area



where 1080 had been used.

“We thought it was unlikely that rats had come from our aerial 1080 operation in Lewis Pass
National Reserve near Maruia, 140 km upstream from Westport.

“We don’t know the source of the dead rats but it’s possible they came from beech forest areas
closer to Westport in the Buller Gorge, affected by flood conditions.

“Rat numbers have exploded in beech forests due to heavy seeding and now seed is germinating,
they are desperate for food, which can drive them into new areas and cause them to cross
waterways,” says Mark Davies.

“Predator control is critical to protecting our most at-risk population of native wildlife as rats
turn to eating native birds and bats and their young this spring and summer.”

DOC sent ten rats for testing. Five went to Massey University for post-mortem, and five to
Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research for toxicology testing.

Following post-mortem, the five rats were also sent to test for 1080 although two were too
decomposed to do this. The weka was also sent for post-mortem and 1080 testing.

It’s likely the marine animals which also washed up near Westport were victims ‘ofprolonged
stormy weather at the time, which can have a negative impact on marifie life.

About 680 dead rats were collected from North Beach over the weekend 0f,9-10 November. The
rats were buried following advice from West Coast Regional Council.

—Ends—

Contacts
, Communication Advisor Western,Southilsland

Mobile: B 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)(ii)

Email:

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Background information

Copies of the Maanaki WhenuajLandcare Research toxicology results and Massey University
School of Veterinary Science pathology reports are available on the DOC website at the following

address https://wwwadoe.govt.nz/news/oia-responses/tiakina-nga-manu/

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department’of Conservation, Hokitika
Western, South Island Region

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase all
copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank
you.



This email and any attachments are strictly confidential and subject to copyright. They may
contain privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient please delete the message
and notify the sender. You should not read, copy, use, change, alter or disclose this email or its
attachments without authorisation. The company and any related or associated companies do
not accept any liability in connection with this email and any attachments including in
connection with computer viruses, data corruption, delay, interruption, unauthorised access:er
unauthorised amendment. Any views expressed in this email and any attachments do not
necessarily reflect the views of the company or the views of any of our related or associated
companies.

Any information contained in this e-mail in relation to an advertising booking are subject to, and
should be read in conjunction with, our standard advertising Terms & Conditions

NZME Ltd / NZME Holdings Ltd / NZME Publishing Ltd / NZME Radio ltdy/ NZME Educational
Media Ltd / GrabOne Ltd

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are notthedntended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distributiofl or capying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in errorgpleasemotify us immediately and erase all
copies of the message and attachmentsqWe apologise for the inconvenience. Thank
you.

This email and any attachmentsiarestrictly confidential and subject to copyright. They may
contain privileged informationglf you are not the intended recipient please delete the message
and notify the sendéfr Youshould not read, copy, use, change, alter or disclose this email or its
attachments witheut‘authorisation. The company and any related or associated companies do
not accept afy liabilitysin connection with this email and any attachments including in
connection with camputer viruses, data corruption, delay, interruption, unauthorised access or
unauthorised amendment. Any views expressed in this email and any attachments do not
necessarily reflect the views of the company or the views of any of our related or associated
companies.

Any information contained in this e-mail in relation to an advertising booking are subject to, and
should be read in conjunction with, our standard advertising Terms & Conditions

NZME Ltd / NZME Holdings Ltd / NZME Publishing Ltd / NZME Radio Ltd / NZME Educational
Media Ltd / GrabOne Ltd




From: Mel Logan

To:
Subject: Re: Rat Result MR

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 12:19:54 p.m.
Attachments: image001.png

Great, pre-recorded. Thank you.

MEL LOGAN
NEWS MEDIAWORKS DDIXEE EXTENSION MOBILE Eeg)
H
On'Wedr20 Nov 2019 at 12:16, IEENSER wrote:

Just after 12.40 would prob work...

s 9(2)(a)

From: Mel Logan

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 12:15 p.m.
To: s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Subject: Re: Rat Result MR




Ok. Is there any chance of earlier? It would take approximately 3 minutes.
MEL LOGAN

NEWS MEDIAWORKS DDIEES] exTENsIONGEE wmoeiLE SRS

On Wed, 20 Nov 2019 at 12:14, > wrote:

Would be Westcoast. He has availability between 430 and 6 if you want to pick a time
= let'me know if its going to be live or prerecorded..

s 9(2)(a)

From: Mel Logan
Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 12:12 p.m.

S 9(2)(a), 9(2)()i)
To:

Subject: Re: Rat Result MR

If it's Wellington, then yes TV, but if West Coast, then by phone for radio. My DDI



. . . s 9(2)(a)
for a pre-rec radio interview IS_

MEL LOGAN

NEWS MEDIAWORKS DDI EXTENSION MoBILE EEE

On Wéd, 20 Nov 2019 at 12:061 wrote:

HiMel

Yes, we can arrange that, are you thinking of an audio or a tv interview with
stringer?

s 9(2)(a)

From: Mel Logan

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 12:04 p.m.
To: EEEEEED

Subject: Re: Rat Result MR




s 9(2) . . . .
Hi e will an interview be possible?

MEL LOGAN EROADCAST JOURNALIST
NEWS MEDIAWORKS DDIEES] ExTENSIONGRE moBILE SRS
I
2]
On Wed. 20,Nov 2019 at 11:21, S wrote:

I P—OCj)go_horizontal
L 2]

Media release

20 November 2019

Testing shows no 1080 in rats

Results of toxicology testing of dead rats that washed up on North Beach near
Westport recently show no presence of 1080.

Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research tested eight dead rats and one weka. None
of these animals had any residue of 1080 toxin. Two other rats were too



decomposed to test.

Massey University School of Veterinary Science undertook post-mortem
examinations of five of the dead rats but could not determine their cause of death.
The weka was also examined with cause of death unknown.

Department of Conservation (DOC) West Coast Operations Director Mark Davies
says the test results confirm that the rats washed up on the beach are unlikely to
have come from an area where 1080 had been used.

“We thought it was unlikely that rats had come from our aerial 1080 operationsin
Lewis Pass National Reserve near Maruia, 140 km upstream from Westpoft.

“We don’t know the source of the dead rats but it’s possible they came from
beech forest areas closer to Westport in the Buller Gorge, affected by flood
conditions.

“Rat numbers have exploded in beech forests due to heavyy se¢ding andfow seed
1s germinating, they are desperate for food, which can drive them mto new areas
and cause them to cross waterways,” says Mark Davies:

“Predator control is critical to protecting our mostat-risk population of native
wildlife as rats turn to eating native birds and bats and their young this spring and
summer.”

DOC sent ten rats for testing. Five wentfto Massey University for post-mortem,
and five to Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research for toxicology testing.

Following post-mortem, the fiye rats wete also sent to test for 1080 although two
were too decomposed to do thisyTheyweka was also sent for post-mortem and
1080 testing.

It’s likely the marine-amimals which also washed up near Westport were victims
of prolonged stormy weather at the time, which can have a negative impact on
marine life.

About 680,dead rats were collected from North Beach over the weekend of 9-10
NovemberThe rats were buried following advice from West Coast Regional
Couneil.

—FEnds—

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(g)(i)
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)i)

Background information

Copies of the Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research toxicology results and Massey
University School of Veterinary Science pathology reports are available on the

DOC website at the following address https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/oia-



responses/tiakina-nga-manu/

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika

Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Caution - This message and accompanying@ata may»contain information that
is confidential or subject to legal privilege. Ifyou are not the intended recipient
you are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify
us immediately and erase all copies of thesmessage and attachments. We
apologise for the inconvenience."Thankiou.

Attention:

The information contained in this message,and/or attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain.confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use
of, or taking of any actign in reliance®pon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is
prohibited. If you received this inferror, please contact the sender, and delete the material from any system and destroy
any copies.

Thank you.

Caution/-"Fhis message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you
are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or
data/is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately
and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

Attention:

The information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of,
or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If
you received this in error, please contact the sender, and delete the material from any system and destroy any copies.

Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is



confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data
is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and
erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

Attention:

The information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed
and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking.ef
any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is proh bited. If youfreceived
this in error, please contact the sender, and delete the material from any system and destroy any copies.

Thank you.

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that'is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying ofithis‘'message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us'immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the iRconvenience.
Thank you.

Attention:

The information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and
may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review setransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any
action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities gther than the‘intended recipient is proh bited. If you received this in
error, please contact the sender, and delete the material from any system and destroy any copies.

Thank you.



From:

To: : 91;J43b. 9(2)

Subject: rat tests

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 8:53:57 a.m.
Hi ?a?vizl

It’s Teresa here rather than Lee — she’s away for a couple of days so I'm filling in.

Just wanted to check about when the DOC release about the tests on the rats found at North
Beach is likely to be sent out — I understood it would be today?

Many thanks

2
S
“,

The News daily deadline is 1pm.



From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)

To: 5 9(2)(@), 92)(0) (i)

Subject: RE: RATS - please call

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:53:00 a.m.
Thanks ¥ (:

From: EEEERE

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:47 a.m.

To: ERGCEEO

Subject: RE: RATS - please call

| have this R
From: EREEIEL

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:41 a.m.

To: RO

Subject: RE: RATS - please call

Hi I rang Mel and left a message saying it would be useful to.have her email address to send
these to. Cheers, iigll

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:00 a.ms

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: RATS - please call

Mel at Newshub

s 9@ — wants results apdifterviews

IS
Cheers, 48

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications"Advisar | Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Customer Engagement’Unit | Wahanga Apataki
Department of/Conservation

2 Southend Avenue

RO BoXx 842

WHANGAREI 0140

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(@)(i)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, Tiakina, te ha o te Ao Turoa
After Hours Media Support: Phone: +64 4 496 1911 / Qxx




From: Laura Mills

To: ESC)E) 50)
Subject: Rats at Westport
Date: Monday, 11 November 2019 8:47:43 a.m.

Hi just after an update please.

I see on social media 600 were picked up, is that right?

How many other dead animals were there, and what were they? Are they also being
autopsied?

When are results due?

Have there been reports of rats on beaches anywhere else?

Are they still coming down (washing up)?

How long should people keep dogs off the beach there for?

Thanks gl - deadline is 11.30am please.

Laura Mills

Chief reiorter, Greymouth Star



From: Media

To: s 9(2)(a). 9(2)

Cc: M

Subject: FW: Rats in Westport

Date: Monday, 11 November 2019 10:41:16 a.m.
Hi gl

Another asking about rats.

S.

From: Jonathan Guildford <x@x

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 10:29 a.m.
To: Media <@x%

Subject: Rats in Westport

Morning team,

Just checking back in on the dead rats that washed up on a Westpor ay. Has a
cause been established? Have anymore washed up on the beach? Is t ing else you can

add?

Thanks,
Jonathan.

Jonathan Guildford
Reporter

E daxx

The information contained in this e-mail d any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not the intended
recipient, any use, dissemination ding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached files is unauthorised. This e-
mail is subject to copyright. No p ould be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the written consent of the
copyright owner. If you have receivs is e-mail in error please advise the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and
delete all copies. Nine Gr rantee the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or
attached files. Internet j are not secure, therefore Nine Group does not accept legal responsibility for the contents of

this message or attach

\&



From: 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g))

To
ce: FGRRGEN  ccia

Subject: FW: rats, 1080

Date: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:26:40 p.m.
Importance: High

H B

For you. I understand ji§iNERIRN to'd them there was a release ready to go so they have been

holding the press.

9(2)(a),
9(2)(g)(ii)

From: Media <Media@doc.govt.nz>
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:23 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a) (i)

Subject: FW: rats, 1080

From: Lee Scanlon

Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 2:23:02 PM (UTC+12:00) Auckland, Wellington
To: Media

Subject: rats, 1080

Hi

We understand DOC has a media release ready. for the test results on dead rats found on
Westport beaches.

We're about to go to print with'today’s paper.
Are we able to have the release please?
Thanks

Lee

Lee Seanlon
Chief reporfer
The News

s 9(2)(a)

The News daily deadline is 1pm.



From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Joanne Carroll

Cc: Media

Subject: RE: rats...

Date: Friday, 15 November 2019 9:18:00 a.m.

Wednesday or Thursday | expect.

From: Joanne Carroll <xxXxxxX.XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX>

Sent: Friday, 15 November 2019 9:17 a.m.
Y Y@@, 92)@

Cc: Media <XXXXX@ XXX XXXX.XX>
Subject: Re: rats...

Hi,
Do you have a day for when all the results are back and an announcem@ntmade?
Thanks

Joanne

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E XXXXXXXXXXXXX@XXXXX.XX. k| SILIO)

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

On Thu, 14 Nov 2019 at 16:32, ISSREON wrote:
Hi Joanne
Thanks féryourieall, here is some info for you.

e DOC has ree€ived initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare
Researchbut is awaiting further results due next week before making a public
annouricement.

o We need to wait until we have all the test results in, including the results of
pathology work, which may then determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing. They were tested for presence of
1080 at Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and for cause of death at
Massey University.

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika



Western South Island Region
s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(@)(i)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenienc
Thank you.

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not the inte
recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached files is
mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the written 1
copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the sender immediately by return e- lephone and
delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in'this eAmail or
attached files. Internet communications are not secure, therefore Nine Group does not accept |
this message or attached files.




From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Maddy Lloyd

Cc: Media

Subject: Rats...

Date: Monday, 11 November 2019 11:45:00 a.m.

Hi Maddy, you can attribute the below to Robert Dickson, Buller District Operations Director.

I understand the rats have been removed from Westport’s North Beach, and samples from
the rats are now being tested? 680 rats were collected.

I’'m just wondering if you can confirm this and provide a statement on the latest information
you have about it and what the next steps will be?

DOC is taking a precautionary approach in case the rats have been poisoned by 10803Rats and a
sample of marine life are being sent for testing to check whether they contain 1080. While it is
possible that the rats have been washed down from an area where ratSthaye beentargeted in a
recent predator control operation, it’s unclear what would have cause the‘marine'life deaths.
We expect results of these tests by the end of the week.

Rangers checked Westport and surrounding area beaches yester@ay and did not detect any
further rats washed up. A further check will be made today afterhigh tide.

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)()



From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Joanne Carroll
Subject: RE: rats...
Date: Thursday, 14 November 2019 5:10:00 p.m.

Thanks Joanne, | passed that on.

From: Joanne Carroll <x@ x
Sent: Thursday, 14 November 2019 4:59 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: rats...
DOC was able to say what they thought happened in this case before all the results wereack:

https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2019/zip-reports-kea-deaths-in-#Hredator-

removal-trial2/

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E X000 XXXXXXX @ XXXXX. XX, KM
Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

On Thu, 14 Nov 2019 t 1632, T -

Hi Joanne
Thanks for your callghere is somesinfo for you.

e DOC has received(initialrat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare
Research but isfawaiting further results due next week before making a public
announcement.

e We need,t0 wait until we have all the test results in, including the results of
pathology werk, which may then determine how the rats died.

¢ Ten rats were sent for independent testing. They were tested for presence of
1080 at Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and for cause of death at
Massey University.

s 9(2)(a), 9()(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(@)()



Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not the intende
recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached files is unauthorised. This
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copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone

delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this e-m
attached files. Internet communications are not secure, therefore Nine Group does not accept legal responsibility for the
this message or attached files.




From: Laura Mills

To: s 9(2)(@). 9(2)
Subject: Re: rats.
Date: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:41:46 a.m.

| just never know what we will be writing about next.
On Tue, 12 Nov 2019 at 11:40, R wrote:

Its true. Case in point today, the sun is out.

SEIAIE

From: Laura Mills

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:31 a.m.
To

Subject: Re: rats.
The Coast never fails to deliver with unexpected events!

On Tue, 12 Nov 2019 at 11:25, EEANSEN wrote:

Be later in the week, but of course!

From: Laura Mills_
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019.11:23 a.m.
To: %>

Subject: Re: rats.

Thank you : )/ meantito say yesterday, Like every man and his dog, I'm keen for the
results pleasest.

OnFuel 12 Nov 2019 at 11:10, jaRiSEeERl > wrote:

Hi after the rat plague, is it safe for people to go fishing in the river
downstream of the 1080 drop?

Hi Laura, you can attribute the below to Mark Davies, Western South Island
Operations Director.

Trout are known to eat mice, but not rats, which are typically much bigger than
mice. If people have concerns, they can follow the Ministry for Primary Industries



(MPI) advice to anglers to avoid eating trout from waterways in a 1080 operation
area for seven days after the operation. MPI is the government agency responsible
for food safety.

More about this here: https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests-and-threats/methods-of-
control/1080/using-1080-safely/1080-and-trout/

The Te Maruia operation in the Maruia valley was completed on 3 November.

Fishers can check the Pesticide summaries on the DOC website, which shows where
and when pesticides, including 1080, have been used on conservation land.

People need to take a precautionary approach with dogs, which are susceptible to
poisoning from 1080. With their propensity to scavenge people do need to be
careful and keep their dogs supervised on leads or keep dogs away from affected
beaches until the results of the toxicology tests come back. As with any dead
animal, precaution needs to be taken if they are handled and we wouldsuggest that
people do not handle the dead rats. If they do contain toxin,smaturally ocedrring
bacteria will break this down overtime as the carcasses disintegrate, there is no
threat to human health.

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu, Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika

Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you
are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or
data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately
and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.



Laura Mills

Chief reiorter, Greymouth Star

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data
is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and
erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.

Laura Mills

Chief reiorter, Greymouth Star

Caution - This message and accampanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received thisiemail in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

Laura Mills

Chief reiorter, Greymouth Star



From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

To:

ce:

Subject: RE: Rats

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:32:49 a.m.
Attachments: ~WRDO000.jpg

Hi

We are expecting a media release to go out today, j§#can give you an ETA on this
IS
Cheers, ¥

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:31 a.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: Rats
Thanks S8R, can you send me the results/release as soon as it is availablesthanks:

Do you have an estimated time you might have them back?

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E X0%x | M§ 9(2)(a)

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

On Tue, 19 Nov 2019 at 42-53, IS0 wrote:

HiJoanne, we ar€ expecting this tomorrow

From: Joahnne Carroll <xxxxxxX XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX>
Sent: Tuesday, 19 November 2019 11:31 a.m.

To: EESESE Media <XXXXX@ XXX XXXXXX__>

Subject: Rats

Hithere,
| would like to check if all the results are back yet?

Also | have been told there is a big clean up happening of rats on the Heaphy Track by DOC. |
this right? Can you tell me about this please, when where how many etc

Thanks

Joanne



Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E 0% | M§ 9(2)()

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

[

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are notthe
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e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information
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responsibility for the contents of this message or attached files.
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this message or attached files.



From: Lee Scanlon

To: 92)a), 9)

Subject: RE: rats

Date: Monday, 18 November 2019 1:47:04 p.m.

Thanks gl

From: 9(2)(a), 9(2)(g)in)

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 12:46 PM

To: Lee Scanlon gk

Subject: RE: rats

Hi Lee, we wont have anything until mid week for you sorry.

Froms Lee scanion IS

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 12:45 p.m.

To:B 9(2)(a), 9(2)(a)(i)

Subject: rats

il

We've been told the media release on the rats is ready. Cand/ou help please?
Thanks

Lee

Lee Scanlon
Chief reporter
The News

9(2)(a)

The News daily deadlime is 1pm.

Caution - Thismessage and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential @r subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that.any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prehibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase all
copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank
you.



From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Laura Mills
Subject: rats
Date: Monday, 11 November 2019 11:38:00 a.m.

Hi Laura - you can attribute this to Robert Dickson, Buller District Operations Manager.

Did you get the MR on Saturday? | can send that through if you need i

| see on social media 600 were picked up, is that right? 680 rats were collected.

How many other dead animals were there, and what were they? Are they also being
autopsied?

Some marine life (fish) were also found and will be autopsied but as fish are not susceptible to
1080 toxin, we do not expect this to be the cause of their deaths.

When are results due? We have asked for urgent tests, results should be back by the endief the
week.

Have there been reports of rats on beaches anywhere else?

Some reports of rats washed up at Punakaiki but numbers were not quantified.

Are they still coming down (washing up)?

Beaches were checked yesterday and no sign of any rats, there will bexd further check after high
tide today.

How long should people keep dogs off the beach there for?

Beaches are signposted warning people to take care and kegp,dogs,on leads. 1080 is very toxic
for dogs, so until the all clear is given, a great deal ofycare(shodldde taken to keep dogs away
from carcasses.

What was the sowing rate?

Sowing rate at Maruia was 0.15% baits — 2kg/ha

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitoh@itehu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)



From: Joanne Carroll

To: 5 92)(@). 9(2) HEVELIE

Subject: Rats

Date: Tuesday, 19 November 2019 11:31:33 a.m.
Hi there,

I would like to check if all the results are back yet?

Also | have been told there is a big clean up happening of rats on the Heaphy Track by
DOC. I this right? Can you tell me about this please, when where how many etc

Thanks
Joanne

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

€ o | RN

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying may. be confidential. If you are not the intended
recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copyin@ is or any attached files is unauthorised. This e-
mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapte nunicated without the written consent of the
copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the senderimmediately by return e-mail or telephone and
delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy p
attached files. Internet communications are not secure, there; Ni

this message or attached files.

roup does not accept legal responsibility for the contents of

\&



From: Jonathan Guildford

To: s 9(2)(@). 9(2)
Subject: Re: rats
Date: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 7:12:53 a.m.

Hi 7l just coming back to you this morning with some further information we received
last night. We've been told more rats are washing up at Waimangaroa beach. Is this true? If
so, how many? and have other rats been found in other spots? We've also been told there
are warning signs erected at Waimangaroa warning people to keep their dogs on a leash
and not to let them scavenge. Is this true? If so, is there any public safety info you can pass
on? Also, | know you said any updates would probably come later in the week but has
anything further come this morning?

On Mon, 11 Nov 2019 at 11:52, IRESEAGER wrote:
Hi Jonathan

See below, you can attribute this to Robert Dickson, Buller District @perations'Manager.

Just checking back in on the dead rats that washed up.0n a Westport beach
yesterday. Has a cause been established? Have anymorewashed up on the beach?

Is there anything else you can add?

I’m just wondering if you can confirm this and provide a statement on the latest
information you have about it and what the'next steps will be?

680 rats were collected, and DOC is taking a precautionary approach in case the rats
have been poisoned by 1080. Rats and‘a sample of marine life are being sent for testing
to check whether they contain 1080.

While it is possible that the fats have been washed down from an area where rats have
been targeted in a recent predator,control operation, it’s unclear what would have cause
the marine life deathss\W/e expect results of these tests by the end of the week.

Rangers checked\Westport and surrounding area beaches yesterday and did not detect
any further rats washed up. A further check will be made today after high tide.

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika

Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)



Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

Jonathan Guildford
Reporter

E m | [=)s 9(2)(a) | M3 9(2)(a)

158 Gloucester Street, Christchurch 8011, New Zealand
[ 2]

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is\@r may,be confidential. If you are not the intended
recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copyingrofithis € mail or any attached files is unauthorised. This e-
mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the written consent of the
copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the senderimmediately by return e-mail or telephone and
delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy omeempléteness of any information contained in this e-mail or
attached files. Internet communications are not secure, therefore Nine\Group does not accept legal responsibility for the contents of
this message or attached files.



From: Laura Mills

To: ESC)E) 50)

Subject: Re: rats

Date: Friday, 15 November 2019 10:46:16 a.m.
Cheers

On Fri, 15 Nov 2019 at 10:39, wrote:
e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare
Research but is awaiting further results due next week before making a
public announcement.

e We need to wait until we have all the test results in, including the results of
pathology work, which may then determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing. They were tested forpresence
of 1080 at Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and for cause of death at
Massey University.

s 9(2)(@), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika

Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Cautien,- Thisimessage and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

Laura Mills

Chief reiorter, Greymouth Star



From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: XXX

Cc: Media

Subject: rats

Date: Monday, 11 November 2019 11:51:00 a.m.
Hi Jonathan

See below, you can attribute this to Robert Dickson, Buller District Operations Manager.

Just checking back in on the dead rats that washed up on a Westport beach yesterday. Has a
cause been established? Have anymore washed up on the beach? Is there anything else’you
can add?

I’'m just wondering if you can confirm this and provide a statement on the latest information
you have about it and what the next steps will be?

680 rats were collected, and DOC is taking a precautionary approach in case the ratsthave been
poisoned by 1080. Rats and a sample of marine life are being sent for testing to.chéck whether
they contain 1080.

While it is possible that the rats have been washed down from an areawhere rats’have been
targeted in a recent predator control operation, it’s unclear what wouldthave‘¢ause the marine
life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of the wegk.

Rangers checked Westport and surrounding area beaches yesterday and did not detect any
further rats washed up. A further check will be made today after high tide.

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)()



From: Joanne Carroll

To: s 9(2)(@). 9(2)
Subject: Re: Rats
Date: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 10:24:50 a.m.

Thank388f Also how long does it take for 1080 to dissolve in water? How far along the
Coast should people keep their dogs off beaches? For how long?

Joanne Carroll

Reporter

E X0 | M ERE

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

On Tue, 12 Nov 2019 at 09:33, JEERREEL Wrote:

Hi Joanne, will get something to you a bit later this morning.

From: Joanne Carroll <xXXXXX XXXXXXX (@ XXXXX. XXX

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 9:30 a.m.
To: %

Subject: Rats

S 902)
Hi e

I'm just checking in onstestiresults on the rats at Westport beach. Was any other animals
(fish, birds etc) collected far testing? When do you expect the results to be back?

Any more wash upsevernight?

Thanks

Joanne

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E %K | M R

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand
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From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Joanne Carroll
Subject: RE: rats
Date: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 12:57:00 p.m.

Ive asked for some info...

From: Joanne Carroll <xxxxxX.XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX>
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 12:45 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: rats

Thanks (Sag)’y(z) , can you point me to information on the recent pest control operation in Buller -
how much kg per ha, how much area in total, when were the drops and where? There's just
been so much speculation on social media and in our emails asking us for more ififormation.

Thanks

Joanne

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E 0% | M§ 9(2)(a)

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

On Tue, 12 Nov 2019 at 11:29, ESSESR wrote:

Hi Joanne, you can attributé this info to Mark Davies, Director Western South Island.

I'm just checking in oh test results on the rats at Westport beach. Was any other animals
(fish, birds etc) collectéd for testing? When do you expect the results to be back? Any more
wash up overnight?

A small numper of rats (6) were collected yesterday afternoon off a beach near Waimangaroa.
As aqpFecaution’warning signs advising people to keep dogs on a lead have been placed at
beachséentranceways.

Rats and‘a sample of marine life have been sent for testing to check whether they contain
1080» While it is possible that the rats have been washed down from an area where rats have
been targeted in a recent predator control operation, it’s unclear what would have cause the
marine life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of the week.

Also how long does it take for 1080 to dissolve in water? How far along the Coast should
people keep their dogs off beaches? For how long?

Dogs are susceptible to poisoning from 1080, and with their propensity to scavenge, people
do need to be careful and keep their dogs supervised on leads or keep dogs away from
beaches until the results of the toxicology tests come back. At this stage, we have had reports
of rats on beaches north of Westport so far as Waimangaroa. Dog owners should take a



precautionary approach with other beaches. As with any dead animal, precaution needs to be
taken if they are handled and we would suggest that people do not handle the dead rats. If
they do contain toxin, naturally occurring bacteria will break this down overtime as the
carcasses disintegrate, there is no threat to human health.

Check out this link for info about how 1080 dissolves in water.

safely/1080-and-streams-rivers-and-lakes/

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(@)(i)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa
Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contaift information that is
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delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee théaccuracy er completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or
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From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: XXX
Subject: rats
Date: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 11:26:00 a.m.

Hi Jonathan, you can attribute this to Mark Davies, Director Western South Island.

Kind regards, g}

From: Jonathan Guildford <xxXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX (@ XXXXX. XX.XX>

Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 7:12 a.m.

To:

Subject: Re: rats

Hi, just coming back to you this morning with some further information we received last
night. We've been told more rats are washing up at Waimangaroa beach. Is this true? Ifiso,
how many? and have other rats been found in other spots? We've also been told there are
warning signs erected at Waimangaroa warning people to keep their dogs onaleash.and not
to let them scavenge. Is this true? If so, is there any public safety info you can'pass on? Also, |
know you said any updates would probably come later in the week but has anything further
come this morning?

A small number of rats (6) were collected yesterday afternoon eff a beach near Waimangaroa. As
a precaution warning signs advising people to keep dogs on.a;leadihave been placed at beach
entranceways. Dogs are susceptible to poisoning fram 1080, ahdawith their propensity to
scavenge people do need to be careful and keep theirdegssupervised on leads or keep dogs
away from beaches until the results of the toxicology tests'eome back . As with any dead animal,
precaution needs to be taken if they are handle@andwesvould suggest that people do not
handle the dead rats. If they do contain toxif, naturally occurring bacteria will break this down
overtime as the carcasses disintegrate, there,is ne, threat to human health.

Rats and a sample of marine life have been sent for testing to check whether they contain 1080.
While it is possible that the ratsthave beenWashed down from an area where rats have been
targeted in a recent predator gontrel operation, it’s unclear what would have cause the marine
life deaths. We expect results'of these'tests by the end of the week.

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications,Advisor: Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department/of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South‘Island Region

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ih)



From: Media

To: Tom Kitchin; SRRIQEGHE

Cc: Media

Subject: RE: rats

Date: Monday, 18 November 2019 10:00:47 a.m.
Attachments: ~WRDO000.jpg

image001.jpg

Hi Tom, the key information is below and we are expecting results Wednesday or
Thursday this week and can look at interviews after this. Please note, we are
not withholding results, we have not received these as yet.

e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare
Research but is awaiting further results due later this week (Wednesday or
Thursday) before making a public announcement.

¢ We need to wait until we have all the test results in, including theyresults/of
pathology work, which may then determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing. They were tested forithe presence of
1080 at Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and faf cause of death at Massey
University.

¢ A weka was also sent for testing and we are waiting this result also.

From: Tom Kitchin TRk

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:02 a.mx
o
Cc: Media <XXXXX@ XXX XXXX.XX>

Subject: Re: rats

His 9(2)
il

I'm a reporter from ThegRress in Christchurch. | understand my colleagues Jonathan Guildford
and Joanne Canroll werelin touch with you last week regarding the rats on the Westport beach.
You told uslastaveek, as published in this story:

A spokesweman said on Thursday that DOC had received initial results back from Maanaki
Whenuadan@dcare Research. However, it was awaiting further results due next week before
making-awpliblic announcement.

"Ten rdtts were sent for independent testing. They were tested for presence of 1080 at Maanaki
Whenua Landcare Research and for cause of death at Massey University," she said.

Can | just these questions please - my deadline is noon today.

1. Why are you withholding the preliminary results that you have received?

2. When do you expect to have the final results ready to share?

Kind regards,
Tom

On Mon, 11 Nov 2019 at 12:49, Jonathan Guildford <xXXXXXXX.XXXXXXXXX (@ XXXXX.XX.XX> Wrote:




Nothing new yet unfortunately.

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: IRGREEO

Date: Mon, 11 Nov 2019 at 11:52
Subject: rats

TOT XXXXXXXX. XXXXXXXKX (@ XXXXK XK XX <XXXXKHKK . XXXXXXXKX (@ XXXXK XK XX >

Cc: Media <xXXXX@ XXX XXXX.XX__>

Hi Jonathan
See below, you can attribute this to Robert Dickson, Buller District Operations Managetr.

Just checking back in on the dead rats that washed up on a Westport beach yesterday. Has
a cause been established? Have anymore washed up on the beach? Is there anything else
you can add?

I’m just wondering if you can confirm this and provide a statement on the latest
information you have about it and what the next steps will be?

680 rats were collected, and DOC is taking a precautionary approach in‘¢ase the rats have
been poisoned by 1080. Rats and a sample of marine life arébeing sent for testing to check
whether they contain 1080.

While it is possible that the rats have been washedidown ffom an area where rats have been
targeted in a recent predator control operation, it’s uncleafwhat would have cause the
marine life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of the week.

Rangers checked Westport and surrounding areasbeaches yesterday and did not detect any
further rats washed up. A further checkawill'be made today after high tide.

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor-.Kaitehutehu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Région

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

Jonathan Guildford
Reporter
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Tom Kitchin Reporter (Breaking News)
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From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)
To: SEIQICVEIAICIDN : joanne Carroll

Cc: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)

Subject: RE: Rats

Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:33:00 a.m.
Attachments: image001.jpg

Sorry, don’t know what time this will be.

From:§ 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:33 a.m.
To: Joanne Carroll <XXXXXX.XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX>

[oeg° 22 9R)(@)

Subject: RE: Rats

Hi

i H s 9(2) . .
We are expecting a media release to go out today, can give you amETA onithis
Cheers, ¥

From: Joanne Carroll <xxXXXXX. XXXXXXX (@ XXXXX.XX.XX>

Sent: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 9:31 a.m.
To: EREEIED

Subject: Re: Rats
Thanks S38Hl can you send me the results/release@s sogn as it is available thanks.

Do you have an estimated time you mightthave them back?

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

e o v RN

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

On'Tuep19 Nov 2019 at 12:53, EIAINEIOL wrote:

Hi'Joanne, we are expecting this tomorrow

From: Joanne Carroll <xxxXXX.XXXXXXX (@ XXXXX.XX.XX>
Sent: Tuesday, 19 November 2019 11:31 a.m.
To: RSSO Media <XXXXX(@ XXX XXXX.XX >

Subject: Rats

Hi there,



| would like to check if all the results are back yet?

Also | have been told there is a big clean up happening of rats on the Heaphy Track by DOC. |
this right? Can you tell me about this please, when where how many etc

Thanks

Joanne

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E X0 | M ERE

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

)

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not the
intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or capying,of this e-mail or any attached files is
unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should,be repfoduced, adapted or communicated without the
written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail.in efrorlease advise the sender immediately by return
e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Nine Group does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information
contained in this e-mail or attached files. Internet communications ate not'secure, therefore Nine Group does not accept legal
responsibility for the contents of this message or attached files.
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From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Laura Mills
Subject: rats
Date: Friday, 15 November 2019 10:39:00 a.m.

e DOC has received initial rat test results from Maanaki Whenua Landcare
Research but is awaiting further results due next week before making a public
announcement.

¢ We need to wait until we have all the test results in, including the results of
pathology work, which may then determine how the rats died.

e Ten rats were sent for independent testing. They were tested for presence of
1080 at Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research and for cause of death at Massey
University.

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(), 9()(9)(ii)



From: Media

To: Tom Kitchin; SRRIQEGHE

Cc: Media

Subject: RE: rats

Date: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:04:04 a.m.
Attachments: ~WRDO000.jpg

image001.jpg

Thanks Tom, | secgde is in a meeting until after 11am but she has your email
IS
Cheers, ¥

From: Tom Kitchin gk

Sent: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:02 a.m.
o
Cc: Media <XXXXX@ XXX XXXX.XX>

Subject: Re: rats

s 9(2)
all) o)

I'm a reporter from The Press in Christchurch. | understand my colleaguesyonathan Guildford
and Joanne Carroll were in touch with you last week regarding the rats on the Westport beach.
You told us last week, as published in this story:

A spokeswoman said on Thursday that DOC had received initial results back from Maanaki
Whenua Landcare Research. However, it was awaiting further.results due next week before
making a public announcement.

"Ten rats were sent for independent testing. ThéVawerestested for presence of 1080 at Maanaki
Whenua Landcare Research and for cause ofdeath atMassey University," she said.

Can | just these questions please - my deadline isinoon today.

1. Why are you withholding the preliminary results that you have received?

2. When do you expect to haveithe final results ready to share?

Kind regards,
Tom

On Mon, 11 Nov 2019@t12:49, Jonathan Guildford <XXXXXXXX.XXXXXXXXX (@ XXXXX.XX.XX> Wrote:

Nothing newgetunfortunately.

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

Erom - e

Date: Mon, 11 Nov 2019 at 11:52
Subject: rats

TO T XXXXXXHX. XXXXXXKKX (@ XXXXK XK XX <XXXXKHKK . XXXXXXKKX (@ XXXXK XK XX >

Cc: Media <xXXXXX@ XXX XXXX.XX__>

Hi Jonathan
See below, you can attribute this to Robert Dickson, Buller District Operations Manager.

Just checking back in on the dead rats that washed up on a Westport beach yesterday. Has
a cause been established? Have anymore washed up on the beach? Is there anything else



you can add?

I’'m just wondering if you can confirm this and provide a statement on the latest
information you have about it and what the next steps will be?

680 rats were collected, and DOC is taking a precautionary approach in case the rats have
been poisoned by 1080. Rats and a sample of marine life are being sent for testing to check
whether they contain 1080.

While it is possible that the rats have been washed down from an area where rats have been
targeted in a recent predator control operation, it’s unclear what would have cause the
marine life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of the week.

Rangers checked Westport and surrounding area beaches yesterday and did not detect@ny
further rats washed up. A further check will be made today after high tide.

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)(i)

Caution - This message and accompanying data‘may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you.are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution*er copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this emailin‘error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.

Jonathan Guildford
Reporter

E %0xx | P§ 9(2)(a) |M§ 9(2)(a)

158 Gloucester Street, Christchurch 8011, New Zealand

Tom Kitchin Reporter (Breaking News)

The Press/Stuff

M: | E R Twitter: @inkitchnz
Press House, 158 Gloucester St. Christchurch., New Zealand | Private Bag 4722, Christchurch 8140
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From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

To: 5 92)(@). 9(2) HEVELIE
Subject: Rats
Date: Monday, 18 November 2019 9:31:40 a.m.

Hi, another rat enquiry please
Mel from newshub — K , wants to know when results are in and requests an interview

stating this update as well.

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor | Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Customer Engagement Unit | Wahanga Apataki

Department of Conservation

2 Southend Avenue

PO Box 842

WHANGAREI 0140

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(Q)(i)

Conservation leadership for our nature Takina te hi, Tiakina, te haote Ao flroa

After Hours Media Support: Phone: +64 4 496 1911 / QX




From: 5 9(2)(a), 92)

To: Joanne Carroll
Subject: RE: rats
Date: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 3:03:00 p.m.

Best way to look is through the pesticide summary viewer as it shows all the OSPRI ops as well.
http://maps.doc.govt.nz/mapviewer/index.html?viewer=pesticidesummary

From: Joanne Carroll <xxxxxX.XXXXXXX @ XXXXX.XX.XX>
Sent: Tuesday, 12 November 2019 12:45 p.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject: Re: rats

Thanks g4gll, can you point me to information on the recent pest control operation in Buller -
how much kg per ha, how much area in total, when were the drops and where? There's, just
been so much speculation on social media and in our emails asking us for more information.

Thanks

Joanne

Joanne Carroll
Reporter

E ¥ | v e

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand

On Tue, 12 Nov 2019 at 11:29, IS0 wrote:

Hi Joanne, you can attribute this info to Mark Davies, Director Western South Island.

I'm just checking in on‘test results on the rats at Westport beach. Was any other animals
(fish, birds etc) collected for testing? When do you expect the results to be back? Any more
wash up overnight?

A smalltnumber of rats (6) were collected yesterday afternoon off a beach near Waimangaroa.
As @ precdution warning signs advising people to keep dogs on a lead have been placed at
beachientranceways.

Ratsiand a sample of marine life have been sent for testing to check whether they contain
1080. While it is possible that the rats have been washed down from an area where rats have
been targeted in a recent predator control operation, it’s unclear what would have cause the
marine life deaths. We expect results of these tests by the end of the week.

Also how long does it take for 1080 to dissolve in water? How far along the Coast should
people keep their dogs off beaches? For how long?

Dogs are susceptible to poisoning from 1080, and with their propensity to scavenge, people
do need to be careful and keep their dogs supervised on leads or keep dogs away from
beaches until the results of the toxicology tests come back. At this stage, we have had reports



of rats on beaches north of Westport so far as Waimangaroa. Dog owners should take a
precautionary approach with other beaches. As with any dead animal, precaution needs to be
taken if they are handled and we would suggest that people do not handle the dead rats. If
they do contain toxin, naturally occurring bacteria will break this down overtime as the
carcasses disintegrate, there is no threat to human health.

Check out this link for info about how 1080 dissolves in water.

https://www. . .
safely/1080-and-streams-rivers-and-lakes/

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications Advisor- Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department of Conservation, Hokitika
Western South Island Region

s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(g)()

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or gepyingiof this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments. \We apolegise for the inconvenience.
Thank you.
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From: s 9(2)(a), 9(2)

To: Laura Mills
Subject: RE:
Date: Monday, 11 November 2019 9:58:00 a.m.

Will see what | can find out.

From: Laura Mills iRES

Sent: Monday, 11 November 2019 9:27 a.m.

To:§ 9(2)(a). 9(2)(9)(i)

Subject:

Also, what was the sewing rate at Maruia???

Laura Mills
Chief reporter, Greymouth Star

s 9(2)()



From: Laura Mills

To: s 9(2)(@), 9(2)
Subject: See attached
Date:

Monday, 11 November 2019 11:18:12 a.m.

Attachments: Capture.JPG

Laura Mills

Chief reiorter, Greymouth Star



From: Joanne Carroll

To: s 9(2)(a). 9(2)
Subject: Test results
Date: Thursday, 14 November 2019 3:43:38 p.m.

s 02
Hi e

Can I please have the results of the testing from the rats and sealife washed up on Buller
beaches, | understand they are back?

Thanks

Joanne
Joanne Carroll
Reporter

€ | RN

Greymouth, 7805, New Zealand
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From: Brooke Jenner

To:
Ce: Media;

Subject: Re: tested for other substances? - 1080 rats question...
Date: Wednesday, 20 November 2019 12:56:13 p.m.
Attachments: astedlmagebase640.pn

astedlmagebase641.pn

Good afternoon il

Are you able to provide a reason (for background) for only having tested for 10807
Will other toxins will be tested for from both water samples and rat carcass samples?
And is that to say a cause of death is still unknown?

Kind regards,

Brooke Jenner
Assignments Desk Coordinator

d. ¥ 9(2)(a)

Follow us: Eacebook | Twitter | YouTube

From:§ 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Sent: 20 November 2019 12:00
To: Brooke Jenner iR

Cc: Media <XXXXX@ XXX XXXX.XX>'
Subject: tested for other substances? - 1080 rats question...

S 9(2)(@), 9(2)(0)(ii)

Hi Brooke, | can confirmfwedtested for 1080, but not other substances. (Sa?(z)

s 9(2)(), 9(2)(9)(ii)

Communications,Advisor# Kaitohutohu Whakapa

Department(of Conservation, Hokitika
Western_South'Island Region

s 9(2)(a), 9(2)(9)(i1)

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is
prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase all
copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank
you.



Summary of 1080 testing & necropsy reports on Westport rats

P 92)(@. 92O DOC Veterinarian
November 2019

Purpose

The purpose of the testing was to determine if 1080 toxin was present in the bodies to answef
the question “did these rats die from 1080 and wash down into the ocean?’.

Sample size

Based on the population size of the event at an estimated 600 rats, we calculated that a'sample
of 5 rats tested for 1080 would provide an accurate indication of whether or not 1080 was the
cause of death.

We decided to expand on that to also undertake some necropsies viadMas§eyaUnivefsity to
determine if there was any other indications of cause of death e.g. ttauma, otheritoxin, disease.

Five rats were sent direct to Landcare for 1080 testing from stomach contents and muscle, and 5
rats were sent to Massey for necropsy and subsequent 1080 testing of muscle tissue samples. In
addition, a dead weka was also sent to Massey for necropsy and 2080 testing of muscle.

Of five rats sent to Massey, four were suitable for gfoss necfopsy and collection of tissues for
1080 testing. One was too decomposed to be necropsied. Theweka was necropsied and tissues
sampled for 1080 testing.

Necropsy results

Results of the 4 rat necropsies did not determinela cause of death. The gross examination ruled
out severe trauma (which would show agbroken bones or crushed bruised tissues), and there
were no signs of other toxins ordiseases. Unfortunately the bodies were too decomposed for
detailed examination of the organsiand tissues to look for cellular damage, and too rotten for
collection of bacterial testing samples. Therefore a diagnosis of the cause of death cannot be
determined.

The weka necropsy€howedsarbird in poor to moderate body condition with no fat stores and
reduction in musclesffass: Its head was missing but this was diagnosed to have happened after
death. Because the bady had been frozen, there was no value in collecting bacterial samples and
the examinatiofl of tissues was affected, however no obvious abnormalities were found. So the
cause of death remains unknown, although this bird was skinny prior to death.

1080)results

All'results of 1080 testing were negative (below the minimum level detectable on the test). This
shows that 1080 did not kill the rats or the weka.

Time since death

The state of decomposition of the rats is consistent with having been dead for approximately 3-
5 days before they were collected, but this is an estimate and is affected by environmental
conditions after death, such as air, ground and water temperature, exposure to direct sunshine
and time in the water. Therefore it is an general estimate only.



\<

Example of the state of decomposition of @rat'sent to Massey for necropsy.
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Text messages

9 Nov 12:51pm: Mark Davies to Mike Slater, Hilary Aikman and JiSiSIREN

HI Mike and Hilary just a heads up that we have a unique situation that has presented it's self to us
that we have not encountered before. We have hundreds if not thousands of dead rats turned up
today on the Westport beaches. We can only conclude that these have come from the Te Maruia
operation from last week. The thinking is they have been brought down via the flood waters we have
in the catchment at the moment. This is something new for us. We have taken the precaution of sign
posting the beach access to warn dog owners. We will do a beach clean up on Monday when the
flood waters are antisipated to ease . There will be media interest so | will give he media team a
heads up. Don't know the toxicity of these dead carcass as they will have been in water for a couple
of days but we need to be caucious in the meantime. Give me a call if you want to talk about'this
cheers Mark

9 Nov 1.20pm: Mike Slater to Mark Davies

Crickey

This is indeed something different.lts a heck of a long way for them to come down from Maruia but |
don’t have another credible explanation either.How quickly can we get same tested as we will be
significantly at risk if that many carcasses in a very public place(dogs particularly) ifiin fact they do
have a level of toxicity.Definitely get media response lined u with some_“expert” who can be quoted
or can speak to it.Also need to get some info into Ministers Office asap so she has an awareness and
knows how we (or her) will respond.

Cheers Mike

9 Nov 4:40pm: Mark Davies to Mike Slater and Hilary Aikmart an SIS

HI Mike and Hilary

Copy of update | have just sent the media team.

Great thanks B8RSl the Westport team have already dohe a beach clean up and have removed 600
plus dead rats carkass and disposed off them'in alocation approved by the regional council. They
will monitor the beaches over the next couple ofidays and tides. We will send carkass to both
Massey Uni and Land care reseafich on Monday for both autopsy and toxicology assessment. | will
keep you posted cheers Mark

9 Nov 4.44pm Mike SlatergoiMark,Davies

Thanks Mark

That’s a good actiontortake-600 doesn’t seem too dramatic (rather than 1000s) so there could be a
range of reasons | guess.Still will be good to have toxicology tests done to hopefully dismiss 1080 as
a factor.

Cheer Mike

9Nov 4.48pm/Mark Davies to Mike Slater

Absolutely.have been working with Hilary to see if we can get anything done over the weekend but
it'syjustinot possible. Monday is the earliest we can get animals into the lab. Will keep you posted
cheers Mark

9 Nov 5.37pm Mike Slater to Mark Davies

.hi

Just checked out Newshub reporting.Looks like they have pretty much quoted the messages in the
draft media statement you sent me so that will now be out there. | think we need to be careful from
here how we play this as this will be exactly the opening (about risk) that and others will be
looking for.l think anything further at this stage needs to stick to the simple messages we talked of



and not venturing into the potential speculation until we have some more information.
Cheers

9 Nov 5.42pm Mark Davies to Mike Slater
Thanks Mike agree cheers Mark

12 Nov 12.42pm: Mike Slater to Mark Davies

Hi Mark

Just checking on some info has told me about with the Westpirt rats.

He says there are some pictures circulating on Facebook of a big pile of rats that have beengpicked
up and then another of them being buried by a small digger on what looks to be the upper beach.
Given we dont know whether these are poisoned rats or not just wanting to be assured we have
followed our SOP requirements about burying poisoned carcasses.Dont want this to be the issué
that we get caught on and have to publically dig them up or whatever.

I'm sure you have this all clearly thought through but thought | should ask so we can confidently say
that everything met approp standards if we get asked or challenged.

Cheers Mike

12 Nov 1:59pm: Mark Davies to Mike Slater

Hi Mike and the Westport sought advice from the Buller District Council and the West Coast
Regional Council for a safe and suitable site for burial. They also took the DOC SOP for disposal of
baits into account which specifies 300 mm depth. The burialfsite.is on‘an area above the beach and
the depth was 3 m. The regional council and district council'wére happy with the approach taken.
The senior ranger on the day also sought advice from EPA"and Publi Health . Neither responded to
her request for advice. | am comfortable with what was carried out. Cheers Mark

12 Nov 8.25pm Mike Slater to Mark Davies

Thanks mark

That’s all good and would seem to coveroff our tisks nicely.Just trying to mitigate th
factor and ensure we are watertight.

Cheers Mike

13 Nov 8.41am: Mark Daviesito Mike'Slater
Thanks Mike absolutely. Keen'tofget a head of all this and to be in the proactive space. | am getting
great support from Hilary and the coms team which is much appreciated

20 Nov 10:26am:Mark Davies to Mike Slater
Good morning Mike the final results have now arrived. All confirmed no 1080. | have shared the
results andwdraft media release with 388ll. The medical release will go out in the next hour. | have

also talkeddto Hilary so we are all on the same page.

Just,onanother matter. There is a good looking weather window on the horizon. We are going to
grab it for completing the toxic for Kahurangi plus pro feed for the Landsbrough. So will keep you
posted on that cheers Mark



9 Nov 1.16pm: SNSRI to Mark Davies

Might be prudent to check local beaches north of the grey river | think

9 Nov 1.18pm: Mark Davies to kRN

Agree can you do that please

9 Nov 1.20pm: to Mark Davies

Yeah sure thing. | will flick you a message if | find anything and we can go from there

9 Nov 1.20pm: Mark Davies to

Thanks much appreciated



s 9(2)(2), 9(2)(9)(i)

9 Nov 2.12pm: Hilary Aikman to
Hi hilary here sorry to contact at weekend. 100s of dead rats found on west coast beach and
keen to get contacts to determine cause of death. Hilary

9 Nov 4.28pm: to Hilary Aikman

Just emailed lots of info. Happy to discuss. @





