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whether a given in-zone address is genuine or not.

Under Section 11P(2)(a) the Secretary has the authority to direct a board to enrol a student
who the board has previously declined to enrol on the grounds the student does not live
within the school’s home zone, but the Secretary makes the finding the student is in fact
living in the home zone.

zone should be based on whether or not the student’s given address is his or her usual place
of residence.

It is the Ministry’s view that any decision on whether or not a student lives within a home %%

A student is considered to be living in the home zone when the student currently (at thosec}'
times when the school is open for instruction) has his or her place of residence at an
within the home zone and intends to remain within the zone.

The intention of remaining within the home zone is shown by any of the followin

1. The student lives with his or her parent(s)/guardian(s) in a house in thenKl\"@ne

owned, leased orrented by the parent(s)/guardian(s).

2. The student lives with a family member or some other responsib who has been
given a primary duty of care by the student’s parent(s)/guardi a house in the
home zone owned, leased or rented by that adult. Students a@ ed for a school hostel
are also covered by this description. O

3. Astudent over 16 lives independently and owns, leas ts or occupies a house in the
home zone either with the agreement of the studx rent(s)/guardian(s) or in
situations where the student has been granteNn pendent Living Allowance.

The board will periodically have to make a degsi difficult situations, such as shared
custody or temporary living arrangements w, ople are recent arrivals to an area. In the
case of shared custody it may be that t’s usual place of residence can only be

of new arrivals to an area, the board should

defined in terms of two addresses. In t
remember that “usual place of res s not the same as “permanent place of residence”
and this may mean that somebody\hé is genuinely, but temporarily, living in the home

zone has to be enrolled. Q
Schools must consider ga ication on its own merits and may not have blanket rules
requiring students to di a minimum period of residency within a home zone.

Issues associated witiNtemporary residence are explored in more detail in a later section.

Determ% genuineness

The onus the parent to provide evidence that will enable the board to judge whether
thengivematldress will be the student’s usual place of residence when the school is open for
in ion. If, at the time of application, the parent is not able to provide the board with
vidence, the board may decide to decline the application. In cases where an applicant
6[ n requests a directed enrolment under Section 11P(2)(a), the Ministry will ask the board
@ o explain the basis for its conclusion that the student is not living in the school’s home
zone.

@\Q The difficulty for the board is the issue of determining “genuineness”.

At the time of application, boards may seek proof of residence from applicants. Schools have
found documents such as power bills, bank statements, rates demands, leases or tenancy
agreements and statutory declarations to be useful in the past. Experience has shown,
however, that not even these documents will necessarily provide evidence of “genuineness”.

The appendices to these Guidelines contain two documents that could assist schools at the
time ofapplication.
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Conclusion

In most cases, no individual piece of evidence will be conclusive on its own. But, collectively %L

different factors can give a good indication as to the likely genuineness of the situation.
Importantly, asking such questions of applicants will give the oppoertunity for genuine
applicants to prove they are genuine, despite their unusual circumstances.

Although seeking additional information can be time-consuming for a board, it is far more \
efficient to be thorough at the point of application, rather than having to effect an

annulment at a later point.

In some situations, however, suspicions will remain despite there being no reasonable

ground to decline an application. The Ministry recommends that schools compile< |18 of

such students for further investigation at a later date, after attendance hasg@ ed.

The Ministry also recommends that schools should keep full and accurate K s and notes
on all applications that are declined and enrolments that are annulled. will be
valuable to the Ministry if the parent later makes an application for enrolment
under Section 11P. In some cases, it can be difficult for the Minis owphold a board’s
decision if proper records have not been kept. {
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