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Purpose @ %
1 An export application h reseived fron: K\ (latter handled

by the family's agent, A

as bee \
.‘. irstow) t e ly export the following object
to the United Kingdony:

arde% nt Stewart Guthrie of NZ Police,

ed to Sargent Stewart Guthrie posthumously
na incident in 1990

awar rgent Stewart Guthrie in 1989, however this is not a protected New
ject under the Protected Objects Act 1975 (the Act). The export
Ileation is attached as Annex A.

:%ni on of a protected New Zealand object

A protected New Zealand object means an object forming part of the movable
cultural heritage of New Zealand that—

4 @Z 0,000
@& @;;ation included a Police Long Setvice and Good Conduct Medal,
dt

(@) is of importance to New Zealand, or to a part of New Zealand, for
aesthetic, archaeological, architectural, artistic, cultural, historical,
literary, scientific,  social, spiritual, technological, or traditional reasons;
and

(b)  falls within 1 or more of the categories of protected objects set out in
Schedule 4 of the Protected Objects Act 1975.




4  Examples of the George Cross awarded to a New Zealander, or related to New
Zealand, are expressly included under the 'Numismatic and philatelic objects’
category in Schedule 4 of the Act. This category of objects do not have additional
criteria like many of the other object categories do.

Criteria for refusing export permission

5  Section 7A(1) of the Act holds that the chief executive m g?%;\f\s ant an_— \

application for permission to export if the chief executive “that a(\/
~ \/

\ \/

(a) is—
(i) a protected New Zealand object; and- \\
(i) substantially physically authentlc a

(A) made or naturally occu Zea n&j\or\
(B) made with New Zl-:&?ag ﬁerlals é;r/\x
(C) used by New Z
(D) related to Ne '%nd‘ and \\ .
(b) is— \em ) e /
(i) associated with;. or representativ 5&\ stivities, events, ideas,
movements o] personYﬁ es of importance to New

Zealand e N \
import ew Ze 1an\{ \its technical accomplishment or
dem ‘r rt excel,leﬁﬁ bolic, commemorative, or research

of a <wi Hétonca[ scientific, or cultural collection or

émblage |rbR\ﬁance to New Zealand; and

\/}as of suc%mﬂcance to New Zealand or part of New Zealand that its

expo W Zealand would substantially diminish New Zealand's

o

%rﬁ )mth Expert Examiners

C ““Sedtion 7B of the Act requires that, when determining an application for
O®

\permlssmn to export, the Chief Executive must consult two or more expert
examiners. Experts are asked to complete a report that addresses the relevant
sections in the Act. Ihey are asked to assess whether the object under
application is a protected New Zealand object; and, if so, whether they consider
the criteria for granting or refusing permanent export have been met.

7 Expert examiner advice was received from.

. -, Canterbury Museum
. ) ~ , Auckland War Memorial
Museum



Expert examiner advice

8  The expert examiner advice received recommends that the application for this
object to be permanently exported be approved for the reasons set out below.
The full examiner assessments are attached as Annex B and C.

Protected object criteria &

This section relates to definition of a protected New Zealand quired
at s 7A(1)(a)(i) and as defined at s 2 of the Act. The obje S n asse
under the ‘Numismatic and philatelic objects’ category of protested New Zea
objects, as both examiners believe it falls under thj gory. .

provides some further reasoning:

out i ' 4 of the
Protected Objects Act 1875, 7(2)(d) S en xathiples of the
George Cross medals. Stewart G rﬁ is one of three
awarded to New Zealanders ol gﬁ%};xrmatef rded in total. The
George Cross is the secon the

Kingdom’s honours
system and is awarded for a ge in circumstances of
extreme danger but

bravery honours 6 ge Cross award was replaced
by the New Zeeur Shighest award for civilian bravery.
10 portant for historical reasons. In her
reasoning,

S t\Stewart orge Cross medal is of historical importance fto

Ne nd and is intfisically connected to the mass shootings at Aramoana

1 in wh 1 3 people died including Sergeant Guthrie. Police Sergenant
rfe IS nd s only civilian recipient of the George Cross.

n tders the object is of importance for historical and cultural
reas s'S mments:

orge Cross awarded to Sergeant Guthrie marks a traumatic event in

Zea!and s social history, a mass shooting that resulte among other things

m amendments (Arms Regulations 1992) fto the Arms Act 1982, and

contributed to ongoing discussion with the 1997 Thorp ‘Review of Firearms

@ Control in New Zealand', and further amendments fo the Act introduced in
2012.

The award itself is one of only three such recognitions bestowed on New
Zealanders (all posthumously) under the British Commonwealth system of
gallantry awards, Guthrie's being the last before the implementation of a New
Zealand system. The institution of the New Zealand Gallantry and Bravery
awards reflected a cultural shift in this country’s notion of its own identity.

12 Both experts consider the medal to be a protected New Zealand object. The
experts agree that the object forms part of the movable cultural heritage of New
Zealand that is of importance to New Zealand, or to a part of New Zealand, for
historical reasons. Therefore, It is considered the object meets all of the criteria




to fall under the ‘Numismatic and philatelic’ category of protected New Zealand
objects.

‘Chief executive may not grant applications for permission to export in certain

circumstances’ criteria
&ction 7A (
ires th

_t exami
r ated to Ne

13 After determining that an object is a protected New Zealand ObJ
asks whether the object is ‘substantially physically authentic’s;
object to also meet one of the criteria under s 7A(1)(a)(ii)(A)-(D).
believe the object is 'substantially physically authentié a\

Zealand', ' notes:
The object appears to be physically authentr %eh’en Whﬂe
produced in the United Kingdom the ob,ke /e!ate !Eﬁ - Zealand
through being awarded posthumous_f « nd ithrie for his
ﬂ{s worst mass

\ \\

bravery during the tragedy at Aramk\ in
ject is¢

murder. \\O
14  The next test, at s 7A(1)(b) as \s\\%\: (\ /
AN

(i) associated with, or/r senfatwe ities’ events, ideas, movements,
objects, person e% es of im G@al eto New Zealand; or

(i) important t aland, ' \(ec\.hnlcal accomplishment or design,
artistic e ”“IN rsy @ emorative, or research value; or

(iiiy part of ‘& wider |stor| scientific, or cultural collection or assemblage of

d’.

lmpx New Z
consi \Qe Object is ‘important to New Zealand for its technical
w} éhme t or design, artistic excellence, or symbolic, commemorative, or
\'K atch value™. She gxpialns

</\W N White t é ect is naturally of the most significance to the surviving members
* of:the Sfuart Guthrie’s family, it has importance to New Zealanders as

3 yrnpb!rc recogmt:on of the courage and sacrifice made by Guthrie while
\mspondmg to a horrific event.
\/\

<}§ considers the object is 'associated with or representative of,

‘activities, events, ideas, movements, objects, persons, or places of importance
tn New Zealand' She notac:

The George Cross is a tangible reminder of the Aramoana rampage which
remains the most deadly shooting spree in New Zealand and the personal,
local and national effects of which have been long-lasting. The event
triggered social reflection in a number of areas including the law.

17  The final test in section 7A(1) asks whether the object is ‘of such significance to
New Zealand or part of New Zealand that its export from New Zealand would
substantially diminish New Zealand's cultural heritage’. Both examiners
answered 'no’ to this question. In her reasoning, explains:

Stewart Guthrie’'s George Cross medal is one of three awarded to New
Zealanders. Both of the other two medals (Lance Corporal David Russell



18

&S
o)

19

20

1948 and Sergeant Ken Hudson, 1974) are held by the National Army
Museum at Waiouru where they are viewable.

At present Stewart Guthrie’s medal is held privately by his family and is not
available for viewing by the New Zealand public. Given that the family would
like to sell the medal and its probable high value, it is unlikely to end up in a

public institution. It is preferable for the medal to go to an interhational
museum rather than a private collection.

It is proposed by the Guthrie family that the George Cro sold to
Lord Asheroft so that it can be added to his permanently dlisplayed colle
at the Imperial War Museum in London.

w
The export of Stewart Guthrie’s medal to the Loxd.Ashgroft collgst
Imperial War Museum will allow the medal jcly displaye
"
od]

‘5@ ery will
2dVietoria Cross

ery will be able to
possible in a New

provide an international caple
Zealand setting. \/

The export of the an inten % seum does not preclude the
medal returnin alan rary basis for display.
@ i rther as follows:

T

he Gg <Z72 0sses ed posthumously to New Zealand military
petsonn pl D/ Rus e Sgt M.K. Hudson are both held at the National
eum,
Whi
ese re

acknowledging the exceptional bravery and deservedness of both
ients)1-believe that the context for Police Sgt. Guthrie’s George
his decoration of greater national significance than either

ple.

Cros

gument that export is an appropriate action because the award
iginated in Britain is not relevant to the discussion in my opinion, and the
stated alternative to export is unfortunate. However, while it would be
preferable for Guthrie’s George Cross to remain in this country in a public
institution where more New Zealanders might have the opportunity to connect
with it, the intended destination is an acceptable repository being a well-
known collection on purportedly permanent public display in a stable,
respected and well-managed institution.

The examiners recommend that export permission be approved, as they believe
that the object is not of such significance that its export would substantially
diminish New Zealand's cultural heritage.

Both examiners also recommend that the Ministry impose a condition on the
export. recommends a condition that ‘the medal is sold to Lord
Ashcroft for his collection and placed on display at the Imperial War Museum’.

N




recommends that ‘the George Cross remain on display in the
Ashcroft collection’.

Recommendation

21 It is recommended that permission be approved to permanent ort this
protected New Zealand object under section 6 of the Protected O ((@975

» George Cross (GC) awarded to Sgt Stewart G@of NZ P@‘Qe,\&’/

posthumously in 1991

@SAGREE
22 Furthermore, it is recommended th \&awlng 4% imposed on the

permanent export approval:

on dlsplay Im erial War Mu

\%@:ﬁ AKX ( AGRE}E’ / DISAGREE
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19,01 rots

\ﬁ
e Thatthe obJe t dto ord< f\r is collection, and be placed



