% Te Tari Taiwhenua
Internal Affairs

29 June 2020 Office of Ethnic Communities
45 Pipitea Street

PO Box 805, Wellington 6011

Freephone 0800 656 656

Telephone +64 4 494 5784

John Luke
Email: fyi-request-12768-7bfc350a@requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Mr Luke

Thank you for your email received 2 June 2020 asking for the following information under the
Official Information Act 1982 (the Act):

“Thank you for your reply on my earlier request under the OIA EC20200144.

As noted on your reply, ‘an external panel considers requests of over 510,000. The
panels consist of four to six members each.’

May | ask the member who sit on this external panel and how you select them from the
general public? How much fees they have been paid for each meeting and any
reimbursement they have received. Also, how long are their term of appointment and
any bio of the member you can share. How many meeting they have had so far and
may | have the minutes of all their meeting.”

In response to your request, external panel members are appointed for a period of two to
three years, with the potential to reappoint for a further term. Information on current
members is attached as Appendix A.

OEC reviews its nominations database (see our response to your OIA request on the
nominations database) and seeks input from Community Engagement teams on prospective
panel members.

The panel members are selected by the Executive Director, Office of Ethnic Communities
(OEC) for their broad understanding and experience of refugee and migrant communities
(including government priorities in relation to these) and their ability to contribute their
knowledge and expertise to benefit those communities. The Executive Director considers
geographical spread and ethnicity when selecting panel members to provide a diversity of
opinion to recommendations.

The panel members are selected on the basis of their knowledge and understanding of:

° community funding programmes

° the issues faced by ethnic communities

° current government priorities and initiatives in relation to refugee and migrant
communities

° the purpose, priorities, and desired outcomes of the Fund and of OEC.



Fees for external panel members are based on the Cabinet Fees Framework and align with
the Department of Internal Affairs (DIA) meeting fees paid to the Crown Fund Panels. The
current fee structure is:

° $215 for each full day meeting (in person)

. $54 for each virtual meeting

° $215 reading fees for every 50 reviews undertaken

° Travel and accommodation made by DIA, or actual and reasonable costs claimed

® half day meeting rate of $108 for panel member induction session, where the length of
training is 3 hours or less.

Members have held meetings on 27 November 2019, 16 January 2020, 26 February 2020,
and 25 March 2020. Minutes of their meetings are attached in full.

Thank you for taking the time to write to us.
Yours sincerely

0,Q0r

Anusha Guler
Executive Director, Office of Ethnic Communities
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