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Dear John Luke

On 6 July 2020, you emailed the Ministry of Social Development (the Ministry)
requesting, under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act), the following
information:

e The current members of the Social Workers Complaints and Disciplinary
Tribunal (SWCDT - the Tribunal)

s Their bio if possible

« Does the Social Workers Complaints and Disciplinary Tribunal have any lay
[fmember?

» The sitting members’ job description, pay rate, and how many days they attend
Social Workers Complaints and Disciplinary Tribunal business each year since
1st Jan 2017.

» How does the department call for nomination from the public if there is a lay
member position?

On 21 July 2020, you received a notice from the Ministry that the following parts of
your request had been transferred to the Social Workers Registration Board (SWRB):

e The sitting members’ pay rate

e How many days do the sitting members attend Social Workers Complaints and
Disciplinary Tribunal business each year since 1st Jan 20177

The Ministry has subsequently received this information from the SWRB. This
information is included in this letter,

The Tribunal is an external body to the SWRB. It is comprised of a chairperson or
deputy chairperson (who is a practising lawyer), five registered social workers, and a
lay person.

Concerns regarding a social worker’s conduct (breach of the Code of Conduct) are first
referred to the SWRB Board. The Board considers the matter and decides whether it
needs to be referred to a Professional Conduct Committee (PCC). In serious cases, the
PCC can lay a charge before the Tribunal.

When a charge is laid before the Tribunal, it will hold a hearing which will likely be
conducted in public. Prior to the hearing, the Tribunal may impose restrictions on the
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social worker's practice. The social worker will be able to present their case to the
Tribunal. The Tribunal may make a penaity order against the registered social worker
and the decision would be open to appea' ¥~ th~ Dickrick Canrk Mara infarmatinan an
the complaints process can be found here:

For the sake of clarity, I will answer your questions in turn:

s The current members of the Social Workers Complaints and Disciplinary
Tribunal (SWCDT — the Tribunal)

Please find the current SWCDT member list enclosed to this letter {(Appendix 1).
+ Their bio if possible

Current SWCDT members’ CVs contain personal information and are withheld under
section 9(2)(a) of the Act in order to protect the privacy of natural persons. The need
to protect the privacy of these individuals outweighs any public interest in this
information.

« Does the Social Workers Complaints and Disciplinary Tribunail have any lay
member?

The SWCDT has five lay members, as can be seen from the table in Appendix 1.
e The sitting members’ job description, pay rate, and how many days they attend

Social Workers Complaints and Disciplinary Tribunal business each year since
ist Jan 2017.

Please find the sitting members’ job description enclosed.

The rates for meeting fees are $340 per day for members and $540 per day for the

Board Chair, subject to withholding tax where applicable. A day is defined as at least

6 hours and up to 8 hours,

Please find a table below, showing how many days the sitting members attend SWCDT
business each year since 1 January 2017.

Year Number of charges Number of hearings Number of days
2017 2 2 3
2018 0 0 0
2019 3 1 1
2020 3 1 {2019 charge) 1

Four charges are yet to be heard {currently 9 days estimated). This includes one
charge yet to be heard from 2019 over 3 days.
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+» How does the department call for nomination from the public if there is a lay
member position?

To fill a lay person position on the SWCDT, the Ministry seeks nominations through an
open nominafinne mrnrece A notice is blaced on the Ministry of Social Development’s
website, inc inviting expressions of interest from
suitably quwiiew canaiuaces. These arc unncu w the SWRB website. The Ministry also
seeks nominations from other government, population-based agencies,

The principles and purposes of the Official Information Act 1982 under which you made
your request are:

¢ to create greater openness and transparency about the plans, work and
activities of the Government

» to increase the ability of the public to participate in the making and
administration of our laws and policies

e to lead to greater accountability in the conduct of public affairs.

This Ministry fully supports those principles and purposes. The Ministry therefore
intends to make the information contained in this letter and any attached documents
available to the wider public. The Ministry will do this by publishing this letter and
attachments on the Ministry of Social Development’s website. Your personal details
will be deleted and the Ministry will not publish any information that would identify you
as the person who requested the information.

TF wmn wich  tn diesnice thig response with us, please feel free to contact
If you are not satisfied with this response regarding information on the SWCDT
members, you have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman.
T fomrm bl bt ke g make  a complaint is  available at

or 0800 802 602,

Yours sincerely

R
G
Organisational Planning, Performance and Governance
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Appendix 1: Current member list of the SWCDT

{Deputy Chair}

14 August 2015

Reappointed:
20 September 2019

Name City/Town Date of original Expiry date of
appointment present term

Jo Hughson Wellington 14 August 2015 8 June 2022

(Chair)

Catherine Garvey Auckland

13 August 2021

Registered social worker members

Naomi {Tracey}
Robinscn

Foxton

9 June 2020

8 June 2023

Lareen Cooper

Palmerston North

16 October 2015

15 October 2020

Reappointed:
20 September 2019

Kim Fry Palmerston North 16 October 2015 15 October 2020
Sue Jarvis Auckland 18 February 2016 17 February 2021
Peter McGurk Christchurch 18 February 2016 17 February 2021
Lay members
Bernard Marra Christchurch 16 October 2015 15 October 2020
Tim O'Donovan Wellington 16 October 2015 15 October 2020
Phil Comber Levin 16 Qctober 2015 15 October 2020
Jackie Pearse Napier 21 June 2018 19 September 2022
Reappointed:
20 September 2019
Winston McCarthy | Hastings 5 December 2018 4 December 2022
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