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19 November 2020

Bryan Stralow
By email: fyi-request-14095-58bb3726 @requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Mr Stralow

Official Information Act request: Airborne capabilities of methamphetamine,
clandestine laboratories

On 8 November 2020, you sent a request for information under the Official Information Act
1982 to ESR as follows:

“1) Please explain the following statement taken from the ESR website — ‘It is thought
that methamphetamine is released as an aerosol during the manufacturing process.”
2) Please confirm whether ESR have undertaken any in-house testing in order to
ascertain and verify the above statement”

Our response to your request:

1) This statement is evidenced from the high levels of methamphetamine detected at
clandestine laboratories and is supported by the references relating to
airborne/aerosolized methamphetamine produced through manufacture?.

2) No, ESR staff have not carried out in-house testing to ascertain the form in which
methamphetamine is deposited onto surfaces in the surrounding area of a
methamphetamine manufacturing process or methamphetamine smoking process.
ESR staff have carried out research relating to the level, nature and spread of
methamphetamine contamination within an environment where methamphetamine
manufacture and/or methamphetamine use (ie - smoking) has been carried out. This
has involved the collection and analysis of swabs taken from the surrounding areas
to the aforementioned processes, however, it has not included airborne sampling or
testing to determine the form in which the methamphetamine is carried.
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Your right to seek a review

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz
or freephone 0800 802 602.

Thank you for your request.

Yours sincerely

John Bone
General Manager Forensic
ESR
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