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PREFACE

This report is the first stage in the ongoing efforts by the Department of Conservation to
investigate the old Fort at North Head, on Auckland’s North Shore. Over the years there
have been suggestions that the tunnels and underground structures visible today do not
constitute all that has existed at the Fort.

A number of people have claimed that they remember other tunnels that are no longer
visible. It has also been claimed that these "hidden" tunnels may contain old ammunition.

It is for reasons of public safety that this investigation is being carried out.

Before any physical examination of the Fort is started a full search of all the documentary
records available was carried out. This report records this work. It should be noted that this
is a working document, not a final report. It was prepared originally to-determine in which
areas it would be most productive to carry out further work. It is presented as a referenced
chronology with little analysis.

As well as the chronology, copies of a number of original documents are included. These
are mostly from the 1920s, when the Royal Navy used parts of the Fort and its magazine
space for storing naval ammunition. The Royal Naval assessors of the time have left a
fascinating account of the Fort and its layout at this date. Also included is a 1927 letter from
the Devonport Borough Council to the Minister of Defence voicing local fears over
ammunition storage in the Borough. The association of forts, ammunition and the concerns
of the residents of Devonport has a long history.

Any comments or further information are welcome. This can be addressed to
The Department of Conservation
Private Bag 68908
Newton
AUCKLAND
or Telephone (09) 307 9279

David Veart
Project Co-ordinator
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1.0

1.1

1.2

1.3

INTRODUCTION

Background to this report

In 1992 the Department of Conservation began an investigation into the rumours
concerning tunnels and ammunition concealed at North Head. At the request of and
under the direction of the Department, archival research was initiated as part of the
investigation and as a precursor to the physical examination of the site

Method

Rather than conduct a general review of all official records of the military
occupation of North Head it was decided to focus the investigation towards the
specific areas of public concern; the hidden underground structures, and the storage
of ammunition. However because of various claims that archival collections are
incomplete, or have been selectively purged, it was decided to try and conduct the
research in a way that could reveal if alteration.of records had occurred.

To this end it was also decided to establish-a chronology of entries concerning all
underground and excavated developments and of entries specifically recording the
storage and handling of ordnance ‘and ammunition. It was hoped that this
chronology could reveal significant gaps in the sequence if they occurred and that
the document could further reveal any underlying patterns of development on North
Head.

Summary

An examination of the following chronology will reveal that there are only two main
periods of major construction on North Head.-The first period includes; the initial
hurried fortifications of 1885, the re-working and consolidation in the 1890’s and
ends with the completion of the 12 pounder Battery in 1900. Although the main
magazine and the Mk VII battery were built outside this period they were planned
for much earlier, the abandoned Mk VII emplacement was begun in 1904.

The second major period of development extends from 1935 until the end of 1944
and includes; the construction of two search light emplacements, a Battery
Observation Post, and a 4" gun emplacement as well as alternations to the existing
engine room plus sundry barracks and workshops. Outside this period were the two
well recorded searchlight emplacements constructed during 1915 & 16.

The general picture revealed by the research is that, outside the periods of
development mentioned above, the intervening years were filled with military
routine and general maintenance. At times even the maintenance became neglected
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and North Head became run down, as occurred during the depression years of the
late 1920°s and early 1930’s. This picture was repeated in the 1950’s; the fort
becoming gradually derelict as the army presence diminished before they finally left
in 1964.

It would be hard to argue that the following chronology of North Head’s
development is complete and that every year and every construction is thoroughly
referenced in official records. It is, however, equally certain that every official
structure on the Head is referenced in time, if not in detail, within the country’s
archives. There are no excavated structures apart from Annies cave and the
impromptu south battery excavations that do not appear somewhere on official
records.

A full discussion of the archival research will be produced in a final report at the
conclusion of the investigation.



2.0 CHRONOLOGY OF CONSTRUCTION AND EVENTS ON
NORTH HEAD 1885 TO 1975
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APPENDIX 1
LIST OF GENERAL ABBREVIATIONS

AA Anti-Aircraft

AMTB Anti-Motor Torpedo Boat

ASC Army Service Corps

BL Breech Loading

BOP Battery Observation Post

CE Chief Engineer

CinCNZ Commander in Chief New Zealand
DE District Engineer

DEL Defence Electric Light

DBC Devonport Borough Council

DRF Direction Range Finder

EO Elswick Ordnance Co - Manufacturers of the 8" H-P guns
FCP Fire Control Post

GA Garrison Artillery

HCD High Current Density

HGMPBd Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park Board
H-P Hydro-Pneumatic - The disappearing gun mechanism
HQ Head Quarters

LMG Light Machine Gun

NMD Northern Military District

NZMF New Zealand Military Forces

OC (or CO) _Officer Commanding

pr pounder

PWD Public Works Department

QF Quick-firing

QMG Quarter-Master General

RML Rifle Muzzle-loading

RNZA Royal New Zealand Artillery

SAA Small Arms Ammunition

SL Search Light

SLDS Searchlight Direction Station



APPENDIX 2

LIST OF REFERENCE ABBREVIATIONS

AIM
AJHR
APL

ATL

DOC
DWC&MP
FRB
HGMPBd
NA AK
NA WN
NSTA
Pers. Comm.
RWDA

Auckland Institute Museum

Appendices to the Journal of House of Representatives
Auckland Public Library

Alexander Tumbull Library

Department of Conservation

Defence Works: Construction and Maintenance Programme Works
Fort Record Book

Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park Board

National Archives Auckland

National Archives Wellington

North Shore Times Advertiser

Personal Communication

Report on Defence Works of Auckland 1885-1895



APPENDIX 3
MATERIAL SURVEYED

National Archives Wellington - Army Files

Archival

Reference

ADI1 203/1/1 v1-17 Defence works: Construction & Maintenance Programme Works
AD1 203/10/7 Fortifications North Head

ADI 203/173/2 Survey of Magazine Security

ADI 203/47/1 General Buildings

AD1 205/8/v Defence Reserve North Head

AD1 206/1/34 v2  Ammunition Unexploded Handling
AD1 206/1/34 v2  Issue & Instruction re-handling & Return of Ordnance

AD1 205/1/5 Rifle Ranges .
ADI1 271/22/11 Mobilisation and Demolition Coastal Defence NZ
ADI1 244/2/43 Ammunition InsI[l@cnon stationary)
ADI1 63/9/9 v1 Routine Orders Lists & Gazettes
AD W1449 65/18/3 Ammunition Storage
ADI1 77/3/11 Administration Fort Cautley
AD1 1885/1302 Defence Work Cautle
AD1 57/82 8" BL EO Co general File
AD 1 57/69 Ordnance Obsolete Disposal
AD 3/282 Army File o
AD 3/282/4 North Head Buildings
AD 6/184 Estimation Arsenal in NZ )
AD 57/25 Report on Survey of Auckland Minefield 1888
AD 57/25 Electric Light at"South Battery North Head 1892
AD 811/4 Defence Engineers Wellington
AD 62/1 Early unsorted Defence papers
AD 10 14/4 Armament Auckland Coast
AD 10 14/6 Armament & Ammunition Navy
AD 10 14/7 Ordnance & Ammunition returns
AD 10 16/1 Coast Defence: Report on Efficiency
AD 10 /24 Coast Defence Auckland
AD 11 5/13 Coast Defences
AD 11 5/5/3 AMTB Defences
QB H 5/19 Coast Defence Auckland
AD 11 11/141 Coast Defence Modernising
AD 11 11/14/1 Coast Defence Modernising o
AD 11 MO5 Secret Registry Coast Defence Modernisation o
AD 11 (Secret Registry) 5/13 Coast Defence Scheme Northern District
AD 11 (Secret Registry) MO 5/13 Coast Defence Northern District
AD 11 (Secret Registry) 5/5/3 Anti submarine Defence
AD 11 (Secret Registry) 5/6 Coastal Defence
AD 12'(Unnumbered files )
AD 12 25/1/12 9.2 Batteries NMD
AD 12 25/6 9.2 Batteries General
AD 12 25/32 Review of Coastal and AA Defence
AD 12 25/39 Coastal Defence
AD 19 68/16 Report Auckland District
AD 19 68/693 Royal Artillery Committee Report
AD 33 Submarine Mining 1,3,4,5&8
AD 62.1 Early Defence Papers Drawings & specifications .
Series 66 Plans of NZ military Installations & Coastal Defence
AD 66z 1 Mt Victoria 8" Gun Ileltx’ magazine and ammunition lift
ﬁ:g ggz ?&6 Wharf at Submarine Mining Depot
z

AD 66z 8 Harrington engine and Dynamo Room




AD 66z 31 North Head engine room (missing)
AD 66 1362/1-2 Submarine Mining depot

AD 66 F & W Plans & Mai)_s 1939
(Map 1 104 North Head not listed)

RNZA Maps & Plans
AD 2/5/3 1-52 AD 2/5/3 No’s 1-52

Fort Record Books .

AD 88 10 Mt Victoria

AD 88 10 Takapuna

AD 88 10 Castor Bay

AD 88 10 Waiheke

AD 88 10 Whangaparaoa

AD 88 10 Motutapu

AD-A 1449.1 Record Book for Toxg)edo Station Devonport

AD-A 1449.2 Army letter Book 1891

AD-A 1449.3 Army letter Book

AD-A 1449.4 RNZA Detachment

AD-A 1449.6 Diary of Auckland Militia

AD-A 1449 Drg No 4022 Fort Cautley 6" Battery 1908

AD-A 1449 Drg No AD) 1730 Coast Defence Auckland i

AD-A 1449 Drg No 15322 Whangaparaoa Battery Arrangements (Magazine &
Shell Store Details)

AD-A 1449 Drg No 15319 Searchlight emplacement North Head

AD-A 1449 Dr No ADO 17240 North Head Military Camp Layout Plan

AD-A 1449 Drg No 15352 Motutapu cabling

AD-A 1449 Drg No 15313 Examination Service )

AD-A 1449 Schedule Coastal Artillery Site Auckland Region

AD 1449 V14 Coastal Fortifications:

Drawing Folders 1-8 (Contents include: Whangaparaoa, Waiheke, Castor Bay, Motuora,
Wrights Hill, Russell.

AD S 6/4 Army File

F&W 1/1/26 Coastal Defences

AD S 13/4/1 NMD Home Defence Plan

AD S 44/8/4 Examination Service Auckland

AD S 25/1/8 Anti-aircraft Defences Auckland

AD 2518 ADA 63/9/6 Gazettes & Lists

AD 2518 AD-A 63/9/6 Lists & Gazettes
AD 2518 AD-A 77/3/1 Explosives & Demolition

AD 1 Box 1432 File 2
AD 1 Box 1460 File 20
AD 1 2nd seq Box 1403
AD 1 2nd seq Box 147
AD 1 2nd seq Box 145
AD 1 2nd seq Box 141
AD 1 2nd seq Box 175
AD 1'2nd seq Box 16
AD 1 2nd seq D35/16
AD 12nd seq D35/15

AD 2333 7/6/4 Coastal Defences Auckland

AD 2333 1/1/26 Forts: General 9.2 guns

AD 2333 7/6/5 Examination Service

AD 2333 1/4/4 Forts: Anti-torpedo boat armament

AD 2935.1 Correspondence

AD 2935.2 Instructions drill firing targets

AD 2935.3 Instructions drill firing targets

AD 2935.4 Machine Gun maintenance Instructions

AD 2935.5 Memo - roll information, general orders

AD 2935.7 Report of progress Defence Works Auckland from 1885-95
NAVY FILES .

N 110/5/2 Magazines Takapuna

N 110/5/3 North Head & Fort Victoria 1921-33



PWD FILES

W 123/174/

W 1 23/112/9

W 1 23/2/7

W 1 23/74 pts 1-3

Works Maintenance Defence Works
Magazines General

P North Head Maintenance
Artillery Barracks North Head

National Archives Auckland
Public Works Files 1911-1957

Archival
Reference

BBAD 1054/2495a
BBAD 1054/2495b
BBAD 1054/2495¢
BBAD 1054/248%a
BBAD 1054/2489b
BBAD 1054/2489c¢
BBAD 1054/2490a
BBAD 1054/2490b
BBAD 1054/2490c
BBAD 1054/2490d

BBAD 1054/2474c
BBAD 1054/2474b
BBAD 1054/2474a
BBAD 1054/2486a
BBAD 1054/2486b
BBAD 1054/2467a
BBAD 1054/2469a
BBAD 1054/2469b
BBAD 1054/2469¢
BBAD 1054/2469d

North Head and Takapuna Construction & Maintenance.
North Head and Takapuna Construction & Maintenance
North Head and Takapuna Construction & Maintenance
North Head and Takapuna Construction & Maintenance
North Head and Takapuna Construction & Maintenance
North Head and Takapuna Construction & Maintenance
North Head and Takapuna Construction & Maintenance
North Head and Takapuna Construction & Maintenance
North Head and Takapuna Construction & Maintenance
North Head and Takapuna Construction & Maintenance

Devonport Naval Base
Devonport Naval Base
Devonport Naval Base
Devonport Naval Base
Devonport Naval Base
Devonport Naval Base
Devonport Naval Base
Devonport Naval Base
Devonport Naval Base
Devonport Naval Base



Defence Records Registry, Wellington

Archival
Reference

D 14/19/1 v2
D 40/171/ vi&2
D 40/1/2 v 1-10
D 40/2/6

D 40/2/6

D 41/9/1 v 2&8
D 41/1/20

D 55/4/99 v 1

D 55/4/16 v 4
D 63/14/

D 63/5/12

D 203/10/1

D 203/10/5 v12
D 203/10/6 v1
D 203/10/ v3
D 203/10/29 v1
D 203/47 v7

D 203/47/2

D 203/47/4

D 203/65

D 203/169 v3
D 203/396 v3
D 205/18 v2

D 7833/414
D 1540-000
D 1325/3 v1-6
D 40/3/10 v1-2

uipment & Stores Supgl; & Provisioning Di"s&)osal of Stores

orks Building and Land Policy and General Work Programme.
Works Building and Land Policy and General Works Programme
Works Building Lands Navy - Auckland Area
Works Building Lands Navy Auckland Miscell
Equipment Stores: Supply and Provision Disposal of Stores
Army Weapons & Equipment Policy )
Information & documents & publications. Disposal of files, plans
& archives )
Requests for Historical Information ]
Works & Buildings. Miscell Pr?:nréy register
Works & Building North Head s & Buildings
North Head General .
North Head Wharf at Artillery yard
Electrical Installation North Head
North Head Land Exchange: House for Army Personnel
Lease for Devonport pumping stations North Head

Fort Cautley - Narrow Neck minor works =~ )

Fort Cautley Electrical reticulation, heating, lighting maintenance
Building Devonport Artillery I_yar_d :
Rangitoto Waiheke Harbour fortifications
Ardmore Magazine Area

Fort Cautley & Takapuna

NAVY FILES

Non defence pro expenditure HD HGMDB
General Adm?nisrt)l?arttl)(’)n pe

Aircraft North Head

Works Building Lands Army Northern Area



Naval Museum & Library, Devonport

"~ Title

Drawing Roll 1

North Battery Plan

North Battery Plan

Cross Sections Sunken Way
North Head & Cross Sections
Cross Sections Right Battery

North Head Cross Sections & Longitudinal
Section on Cart Road at right to Left Battery

Cross sections Left Batte

Cross section Left Batter;:y (different drawing)

Untitled Survey information for batteries
and sunken way

Roll 2

Left Battery Plan i
General Details of Batteries North Head
Emplacement Details CANCELLED
Right Battery Plan Emplacement Details
Left & Right Batte an
Blindage Engine & Test room
Abandoned) i
atteries North Head Site Plan
modes of fixing positions of pivots
and lines of fire CANCELLED i
Batteries on North Head Sundry details
of Ventilation fitting etc
Plan of land taken at Takapuna Head

Emplacement 6" 5 ton BLR gun on
HP carriage .
Batteries on North Head, details

7" emplacement CANCELLED

Emplacement for 8" 13 ton BLR Gun on
HP Carriage

*Dates sometimes refer to an administrative event and not a date of drawing completion or

issue.

Drawing No

1573/2
1573/3
1563/1
485 or 1211

21/7/84
1563/2

PWD 8713
1573/1

PWD 8712

1268
1284
1573

1570-1

Date

n/d
n/d
16/7/95
21/7/84
21/7/84
n/d
21/7/84
n/d
n/d

21/7/84

21/7/84
n/d
17/7/95*

n/d
n/d

n/d
15/10/85
18/12/85
n/d

n/d



Drawing Roll 3

Magazine at Summit: Interior fittings
Magazines to show excavation free measurements are taken
but rock should carefully be left standing between magazine

Magazines plan and section for 1 & 2 gun
Magazines plan and section for 1 & 2 gun

Roll 4

Auckland Fortifications North Head & Takapuna: Cable

Routes . .
Magazines No 1 & No 4 Gun Interior fitting

Roll 5

Submarine Mining Deport North Shore

gshow proposed cliff excavation & new building) .
buti(rjrganne Mining Depot Plan of proposed & existing
uilding

Roll 6

Submarine Mining Deport New forge (trace of old drawing)

Submining launch with winch )

Untitled oss1bl¥: barge Construction Drawing

Untitled Wharf Construction Drawing

Survey Plan of submarine Mining Deport

Site Plan Submarine Mining Depot Forge Closets

Survey Plan: Land required for Submining Depot

Submarine Mining Depot Sheds Details of Fittings

Plan & Details of Test Room Submarine mining dcépot

Plan showing land required for submarine mining depot

Submarine mining depot Ak Jetty Drawing 2

Submarine mining depot Ak Mine Store shed

Submarine mining depot storeshed for Whitehead Torpedoes

Submarine mining depot storeshed for Whitehead Torpedoes

Submining Pit for testing primus o

PDlan Showing land required-at'North Shore For Submining
epot

PlaIr)lo showing land required for submining depot

Roll 7

Racer foundations with access to cylinder for 6" 5 ton
Elswick HP Disappearing carriage
Untitled. Plan & ‘section of 6" gun pit )
Timber & concrete platform to 64 pr RML gun on colonial
carriage & C pivot Fplan and section)
Timber and concrete platform to 64 ﬁ)r RML gun on ~C’
ivot only (handwritten note for South Battery)
hell Traveller for magazines for 7" guns (suspended)
Magazine Fittings.
Emplacement for 6 pr Nordenfelt gun .
8" 13 ton BL Gun showing tramway round gun pit for
travelling stage. . .
" 13 ton Gun showing tramway round gun pit for
travelling stage .
Traversing gear for 7" RML gun on C Pivot
Plan showing ﬁx1;1tﬁ of racer for 64pr Mk at South Battery
North Battery North Head. .
Racer Foundation with ]?It for access to cylinder for 8" 13
ton BLR gun on Elswick HPDC.
Turntables trolley 6" & 8" shells.

Details Magaziné fittings
Traversing gear for 7“gRM'L gun on C Pivot

1556/3

1556/-
1556

1260

1993
1994

1561/2
156/1

1310
PWD14108

1634
1564-5
1564-4
1282/5
1564/7
1564/10
1564/12
1564/13
1564/15
1282/9

1282/11

1577/1
1577/2

1571/4

157173
1576
1566
1568
1569

1571/2
1541/5

1571/1
157072

1566/4
1571/1

17/7/95
n/d

n/d
n/d

20/3/37
18/3/85

22/4/96
21/1/98

1982
n/d
16/7/95
15/4/86
n/d

n/d
19/2/97
17/6/95
16/7/95
n/d
12/3/86
24/4/86
12/3/86
16/7/95*
n/d
26/6/86

10/2/98

17/7/91
17/7/91
/4/98

/4/85
3/10/88
8/7/84
1886

1887

n/d
20/10/86
1891

1887
1886
1886
n/d




Racer & Bed plate for 64pr RML on colonial carriage with - 3/4/85

C Pivot. 1886
Shell trollef' for 6" 5 ton BLR Gun on H-P. Carriage 1567 3/8/86
Untitled: Plans & sections: gallery & magazine & 6" gun pit 1566 3/8/86
Fort Takapuna 1566

Untitled: Associated drawing magazine and 6" gun pit



North Shore City, Devonport Service Centre

Domain Board Minute Book: 1881-98

Devonport Borough Council Minute Books: 1886-1974

NB Council minutes bound into volumes incorporating two years of entries.

File: Defence Properties 1925-45 'i

Drawings & Photographs: Drawing North Head Outfall - Sewage flow data 1964.
{)grg\giing North Head Outfall: Plans & section of tunnel & pumping chamber at beach site

N.S. Drainage Board: Plan of No 1 trunk sewer at Devonport Scheme 3 1966

Photographs (Aerial) 24%01 1959

North Head 1°’/1" scale 24102
24103



Whites Aviation, Browns Bay

Whites Aviation has a collection of aerial photographs of North Head dating from the 1930’s.

These photographs have been examined with care.

before the completion of the final report.

The Walsh Memorial Library, Museum of Transport & Technology

A further examination will be made

Xhe director of the museum has made a search of the IiBrary holdings. See letter Appendix

Works Consultancy Services, Auckland

Formerly the Ministry of Works and Public Works Department, Works Consultancy have
holding of microfilm records of public works. The following drawings have been examined.

ADO 1578
ADO 1576
ADO 1577-1

ADO 1577
ADO 1573
ADO 1573
ADO 13735

PWD 8715)
DO 1571

ADO 1571 SH4

ADO 1571/5

ADO 1571/6
ADO 1571/3
ADO 1567

ADO 1570/5

ADO 1570/1
ADO. 1569

ADO 1566/5
ADQO 1566/4
ADO 1566/3
ADQ 1566/2
ADO 1566/1
ADOQ 1565

ADO 1564

ADO 1564/4
ADO 1546/5
ADO 1564/7

ADO 1564/8
ADO 1564/6

ADO 1546/10
ADO 1546/10

Observing Station and shield

Shell Traveller for Magazines for 7" gun

Racer Formulation with pit for access to cylinder for
6" 5ton BL gun = )

Racer Formulation with pit for access to cylinder for
6" 5 ton BL gun _ .
Auckland Harbour North Head Blindage engine and
test room (abandoned) )

General Details North Head Details of Emplacement
for 64 pr emplacement (cancelled)

Pattern lamps ) ]
General Details North Sundry details of fittings and
ventilation )

Plan showing fixing of Racer for 64 pr ML at South
Battery

Timber and concrete platform for 64pr RML gun on
colonial carriage and ‘C’ pivot

Traversing gear for 7" RML gun on pivot

Racers and bedplates for 7" RML gun and 64 pr ML
on ‘C’pivot and colonial carriage
Timber platform with concrete bed for 7" RML gun
on.C pivot -
Shell ‘trolley for 6" 5 ton B.L.R gun on hydro
neumatic carriage = .
acer foundation with pit for access to cylinder for
8" 13 ton B.L.R. gun on Elswick H-P disappearing
carriage

Emﬁlacemeqt for Eight inch thirteen ton BLR gun
on H-P carriage (showing altered recesses)
8" 13 ton B.L.R gun. Plan showing tramway round
ﬁl'implt for travelling stage.
agazine Fittings élo.t included)
Details Magazines fittings
Magazine and Artillery store
Fort Takapuna
Fort Takapuna
Turntables (for 6" & 8" shells)
North Head: sketch submining depot (Fittings of
Test room
Fittings of Test room
Fittings of Test room o
Site Plan of Submarine Mining Depot at North
Shore showing forage, closets etc !
Site plan of submarine mining deport at North shore
showing storage closets, etc )
Submining Mining Depot (Bastion Point)
Submining Depot Mine Store = Shed
Submining pit for test primers

17/7/95
17/7/95

17/7/95*
17/7/95
17/7/95

n/d
16/7/95*
n/d

1891
1885

n/d

3/4/85
n/d
n/d

n/d

n/d

1887
8/7/86

n/d
3/10/8
3/10/8
n/d

17/6/86
17/6/86
17/6/86

n/d
12/3/86

20/4/86
/4/86



ADO 1546/16
ADO 1561/1
ADO 1561/2
ADQ 1299/1
ADO 124972

1299/3
1282/11
1282/10
1198

1198/3

ADO 1198/2

ADO 1198/1

AA B869/1A
Sh 3
AA 869/1A

Sh2

AA 869/1A
Shl

AA 869/1
AA 371/1

AA 468/2

ADO 21540
ADO 18303

ADO 18303-1

ADO 19374
ADO 9744

ADO 9744-1
ADO 4005/3
ADO 4005/1
ADO 4005/2
ADO 4357

Submining pit for test primers
Drawing for Barge (untitled)
Boat with windlass and boiler
Officers %uarters: Armed Constabulary North Head
Officers Quarters: Armed Constabulary shed and
Outhouse
Officers Quarters: Armed Constabulary North Head.
Shed and Outhouse.
Land required for submining depot
Site for submining depot )
Emplacement for gr RML gun for drill and
ractice at North Head (site sections)
emporary Emplacement for 64 pr RML gun for
firing practice
Site plan. Emplacement for 64§r RML gun at the
North Head (shows contours and site contextg
Locality plan. Emplacement for North Head 64pr
RML gun at North Head

Plans, section, elevations. Seaward Defence HQ
Navy North Head )

Alternative Timber roof Operations Roof. Seaward
Defence HO for HM Navy

Plan and section Operation room. Seaward Defence
HQ for Navy _

Site lglan of summit battery North Head

Auckland Storage, survey of storage built under War
Expenses Act

Mobilisation Camp

Fort Takapuna o )

I(;oastal Defences, Whangaparaoa Ammunition Hoist
00rS

1C)Ioastal Defences, Whangaparaoa Ammunition Hoist
00rs

NMNZS Tamaki

Royal Naval Magazine, Fort Takapuna Devonport

Royal Naval Magazine, Fort Takapuna Devonport

Site plan and levels, House FW Wilson

Site-Plan 6" Battery Burtons Point

Site plan levels o

New Zealand Defence submining Depot, sketch plan

showing present arrangements of buildings

Waiouru Army Museum

The following drawings have been located:

PWD 101 645 24

ADO 15188

PWD 101645 1-4
PWD 101645 4-4

PWD 101645

PWD 101645 3-4

ADO 15188

n/d
n/d
n/d
n/d
7/2/86
9/2/86
9/2/86
10/2/86
n/d
n/d
n/d
n/d

n/d

n/d
n/d
n/d

n/d

n/d
23/9/41

24/9/4

21/9/42
23/1/31
18/4/28
18/5/11
16/1/11
26/1/11

1911

Layout of foundation etc for engine room at North Head n/d

Alternatives to engine room North Head
B.O.P Site plans

B.O.P (sections)

Searchlight emplacement North Head

n/d
n/d
n/d
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ARCHIVAL CORRESPONDENCE
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H.M.S. "CHATEAM", - ¢
at Aduckland,
- 4
i 2nd May 1923. ) *
E MEMORANDUM for 3-— \
] ' The Chief Staff Officer, =
0 Navy Office, :
) ’ Kellington.
t After conversation with Colonel Standish and
liajor Sandalls yesterday, = having 'seen the correapondsnce
f irom Defence Headquarters :Yout ammunition being placed
4 in Mount Victoria magazines = I think I have induced them
, o reply to Headquarters as follows.
- 1.  That the magazines of the forts at

Devonport, i.e., North Head and Mount Victoria can
- satisfy the Naval requirements of 10,500 cubic feet.
2. That Mount Victoria alone, having a
capecity of 5,000 cubic feet roughly, cannot satisfy
i naval requirements by itself. O

S. That as the szloops' reserve outfits wmere
landed by "CHATHAM" and placed in North Head
nagazines with "CHATHAM'S® amrunition before the
arrival-of the said correspondence, " theCommodore -
particularly requests they be left there, and not
moved to Mount Vlictoria, observing that it makes
supervision by the Commissioned Gunner (ir. -Simmonds)
and staff puch simpler, by having all seagoing ships'

ammunition in one place. : ;f’é
. w8 .

. ©Rpie

4. That Mount Victoria megazine being™”

difficult of access should be eventually reserved
for the ammunition for D,& M.S., A.P,, and depth
charges, - : : : - SRS

, .
€
£

S. Please endeavour to get the matter
settled before "CHATHAM" leaves for her cruise

’
N

.
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- Submittad:-

- the rrass and weeds, and

- 1t 3s suepostad that:-

PRCI... The Gumery Cffics r, H.M.S. "CHATHAn"

TO... Th2 C-mmodor2 Cgrmmandine Naw Zaaland Station,

DATB..  5%h, May, 1523,

IS TORN SRpUP I

e

I visited North.Head yestarday Pridiy (4th !ﬁy)}, and was. sb 1
ciiomn over “the Sgsrchlightfsestio-“sa's"probsble ovarflow.atoyaqeiror ‘
Slrop's Besarvs Outfit.aad-2} years .praatios Allewancs.:.

- o e e .. -———
Major Sandall informed me that thares was no objection ' é

r
to the Navy havimg full use of the space ivailabls and that:he had ™ ¢
intimated to Hsidauarters that this section . was %o ba offared - to s,
I asked him 1£ I cnuld infarm tha Commadors. Commanding” N, Z."Station .
%o this a”fect and he raplied it womld be quite'in order and -wished °
m2 %o also forward 3 plan of section.  This is :additignal stowvage and 4 -
in no way altars arranzomsnts made re Forg Vic@pril._’. ! T ’

PR Y

2, Rouch Plan with dimansions of gtoréq_is forzarded haraqfﬁh;

3. Bsfore tha saction ‘can b> used for stowvage of a~munitiom
certaln rapgaies i1l b2 rRecessary, - ’ e
(2). Doors or gzatas to .be fitted whars shown onm plan. Hingss
fitt=d into the cament ars alrsady in place =7~ o T
(v). The  shutters for s8sarchli¢h®t cassmates ars in a1 ve
had atate and 11low easy .access firom the foot of cliff."Théaa»should
be brarded up or praferably a window fittad for li~hting iinm one -
sac*ion o? boardinme, . J. T o SO
c). Woodan battansifitted: and placed imhoth Locked stores.
(d). A stesl or iron hatch fittad on top of conmcrate Trunk ;
at snrfice ( at orassnt thers is a wooden hagch in disrepair), o
(e). Th2 rnadway l2adins to ton S?ngﬁ P is oversrown-and rsquirs
cl=2aning and in~21ps *+p roquire hreakine in Places,. : s
Major Sandal ‘informed ma that thare is a1 made .road under -

“ha2re anvears to he the rema‘ns of one,

STV W

-~

4..  Shenld the aYove.mentipned reasilrs ﬁéet'witﬁtyour a~mroval

(a), A numhar 0” ampty mactine~ cases no¥ stowvad a“reast the ship
may h2 annroariated for ~arine Ba*tans, Plonrineg and Doors,

(b)e Iren or St221 nlates may b= suonlled by Base for Hatchway
to -Crncrote Trunt, SR ot

(e).” Tackls and vira for hoistine and lowaring s“munitionztﬁfouwh
concraf? teunk to he su-olied trem ships rescourasos,

(d), Ths servicas af a shiparight b available
3,

.ot

for thaae'@ep;irs.

All necessary ranairs can be carried out by “he ships . stkarg, ~

..t
i =

G b Gt

LIBUTBNART (G)

j
L]
e~
- Lans .’—’"
I el W T —e—a—nsent




74//1 - In replying

e

pleass quote these numbders.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,

Auckland . N.z._l3_th_!!.alﬂh-._19-2i‘-o—-

2o s Br—

re Magazine Accommodation, Defence Department, North Head

-,

powec i Y

Memoraudum for

PR S

The Officer Commanding,
Detachment R.N.Z,A.,
Devonport,

With reference to your memo, D.29/21 of the 19th
ultimo I have to advise you that an inspection has been made
of the engine room which it is proposed to use for storage
purposes and it was found that a condiderable amount of expense
would be necessary to put the work in satisfactory conditien.
Extensive repairs are required to concrete floora and the roof
is in a very leaky condition, About 450 cubic yards of soil
would require to be fted to allow of the concrete roof being
repaired and coated With tar and sand,

& approximate eaﬁimate of the cost of carrying out
the work required is as follows:-

Rough filling for fleor,
6 yda- @ 5/-..000 ......... £111°.000

Concrete for floors,
17 cub,yds. @ £4..........68..0,.0,

shifting 450 cub.yds, of
Boil @ 5/-......-........112.10.-0.

Terring and sanding,
2 coats, 230 yds. @ 2/6d, 28.15..0.

Providing ventilation..... 5..0..0.
Providing scakage pipe.... 6..0..0.

Fares and contingencies..._15..5..0,

£238..0..0.

Di striet Engineer,

d S et . L

e Under 2qiiREteh: o /L_,r @t s

For your informatiecn, L,__r-’ = G D‘éb
- E

LT o < S D.E. _‘____(,




‘DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. C.14/6/Arty.
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE,
HEADQUARTERS OFFICE,
WELLINGTON.
g June, J924. ;
Confidential. . ) !
Chief Staff Officer, -
Navy Office, A
Wellington.

Be :- Storage of Naval Ammunition at Auckland. o
Adverting to your office N.A. 11/2/11 of 28th. March, 4
1923, and my reply thereto numbered as sbove and dated 8/5/23, - ]
I have now to advige you that the immediate arrival in Auckland . ]
from England of a comparatively large consignment of Army Ammun- ?
ition and the, as yet, non-provision of magazines at Ngaruala.hia,,;:

has placed considersble difficulties upon us in the matter of ]
finding temporery accommodation. .i
In connection with the provieion of msgazines at Ngarna- i
wahia, this Department has been, and is still in, conastant and ‘-\
pressing negotiations with the Public Works Department, but in ‘ o
consequence of obstacles which have arlsen - primarily moneta.ry‘;_
considerationg - our pressing needs in the matter of magazine
accommodation there have not yet been met. ©Plans and speciﬁ.?.

cations are now being prepared, however, by the Public Works

Department end it is hoped that work will DPe commenced this

o

RS

year. -
In view of these elrcumstances, 1t is thought that per-—_g}‘
haps the Navy could see its way clear to help us and in this. L

connection the following suggestions are put forward :- 1A
(1) Postpone the arrivel in the Dominion of any’ '?jl

further Navael ammunition until accommodation® l
at Ngaruawahia has been provided for Army e
smmunition. L
et
(2) Tranefer from North Heed to Fort Victoria as muc
Naval emmunition as can be conveniently send
adequately stored at the latter place, resul -
ant space at North Head being utilized for %
storege of Army ammunition pro-tem. <
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H.M.S. "Philomel"™
st Devonport, HN.Z.
1l0th Juns, 1924.

In compliance with the Commod..re's verbal orders, I have the

honour to submit for your consideration the following points relative

to the stowage of ammunition at Mount Vistoria.

(1). Safety.

(2}. Psths.

(3). Lighting.

(4). Stowage.

The Commanding Officer,

H.H.s-

"PEILOMEL".

At present there are no sentries or guards on the
h4ill and nothing to hinder any persan going %to the
magasine and interfering with the ammunition.

The entrances to the magasine is open, the.various
stores being closed with wooden doors locked with
ordinary locks. .

In view of the cordite for D.B.i.3. shortly
arriving and the faoct of this magasine to be the
main one for the Havy, I would submit that the
following preceaution ds taken. :

{1). To sover in the gun pit with wooden and
canvas covering srd to place an armoured door at
the entrance to the passage way leading down to the
magezins.

(11). That the house on the hill at present
occupied by a soldier working in the Takapuna fort
to be taken over by the Navy and occupied by the
two pensioners recommended to be employed on the
staff of the 4.8.0. These two pensioners with b
the Gunner's Maste would form three watches, one
of whom is to be cortinually on the hill.

The paths to the magazine reguire clearing. The
ashes &t presert discharged from H.K. Ships could
be ‘utilised for this purpose with the ocost of
cartege only. This would be done economical with

the 3 ton lorry of the Post and Telegraph Department.

The speed in transit of these lorries being the
greatest asset.

At present there are no lamps supplied.
Regulations for Naval Armament Services, Page 156,
gives a list of lamps for general use in magazines.

Fermission is requested to demand these lamps
from England. (10 in number would be reig}red.)

B it

It is eubmitted that the stowage of ammdgfﬁipn be
concentrated on this magazine. That thesReserve
ammunition for "Chatham™ be left at Horth Eead until
the Admiralty decision as to the disposal of same be
known. The Sloops emmunition and sub-calibre, 3
inch, and small erm ammunition for "Dunedin” be
transferred to Mount Vietoria {this will clear the
Yevy out of Cantley entirely and out of the South
Battery with the exception of one store). That
the llevy retain the North Battery at North Head

until suck times as can be said édefinitely that the -

whole of the ammunition can be stored at Vigtori

When the Admiralty éacision re the it
is known the South Battery can be surrendered
altozether., £%:%,

These megazines could be taken overshe
‘ eri:-by~the K
entirely for caretaking and upkeep. ﬁggg& R

I have the honour to be, Sir
Your obedient Bervant, '

eS. SIM 7
2 13&¥#@§?5Gun£;r,

ressyve ammunition

. e ’
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s C. 14/6/4rty.
DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE,
HEADQUARTERS OFFICE,

WELLINGTON.

- 4
26~ 1erch, 1925,

CONFIDENTIAL.

The Chief Staff 0fficer,
H.M. Navy Office,
Wellingtan.

Re :- Storsge of Naval Ammunition ‘= auckisnd.
With reference to my C. 14/6/Arty. dated 27th.
June, 1924, kindly note that Hesdzuarters, Northem Mil-
itary Commend, reports that the following magazine accommo-
dation at North Head is still occupied by Naval Ammunition :=
North Batter : The whole megazins.
South Battery : One long passage and one largs
magazine. ‘

Three smell magazines.

Fort Cautl ey H
Sub-ilining Tunnel : One long passage.

It is understood the move of ermunition to Fort
Victoria was delayed pending completion of certain struct-
ural alterations at the latter place.

Cen you please inform me how the matter sfdhaa_gnd

what prospect there is of all Naval dmmunition being moved-.

from North Head to Fort Victoria at an early datel ~

P OO S

= “Lt.-Colonel,
Director of Artillery.

II

K

e Commanding Officer
H.M, 8. *PHILOMEL

Forwarded for remark

please,
- —
Navy Ooffice

26th Mareh 1925 aval Sesretary,



H.)M. S. "DUSEDIN"
st Auckland,
17th June,1925.

The Commodore Commanding
New Zealand Station.

Submitted:~ With reference to Commanding
Officer H.M.S."PHILOMEL'S" letter, the f#ollowing report is

forwarded.
i :;“-5,?3;2' The space required for Naval purposes is
'“C'“z 'Y\ ghown in Memo. 1., of the 15th June,1922, (11000 cublie
- feet). This was not affected by the chenge from Ngapuawahia
v D 2}/5 to Auckland later om, (Memo. la.).

3. A definite assurance wWad given by the Defence

‘pepartment (Memo.2.) of 19th June,1923, that 6000cubic feet

12 at North Head, and 5000 cubic feet at Mount Victoris, have
been definitely allocated for Naval use.

4. On 9th June,1924, (Memo.3.), Defence

. asked
2 Depertment if Navy could removse all ammunition to Mount

T . .
iectoria as & temporary measure, to assist them till

Ngaruawshia was completed. This has been very nesarly complied

-¢ ! - » B e e A
With,(ﬁemO.4.). JJ:'."'“" L =lie - <,‘L’

T

; De An entirely new idea was putl forward on 4th

NV R

] e July,1924, (Memo.5.) that Navy ghould "eventually evacuate

North Heed altogether”. This is quite out of the question,
as will be shown later.

6o At present, "DUNEDIN'S™ reserve outfit, and
sioops reserve outfits with two and half years yractice
allowance, also shell for D.E.M.S. guns, are atowed at Mount
Victoria, and therels no mors stowage 8pace available.
North Battery (et North Head) has m::!:i:im in it and six
warheads and Shree depthcharges, and the Searchlight Station

has fifty smoke floats in 11:’_:...“0-@&%.

7. When "DIOMEDE'S" reserve outfit arrives on theg

space
gtation, 1t will be necessary to utilise the stowege at

North Battery (epproximately 3000 cubic feeot).

If d e e o868 00
end when —

P



11,

If end when a third cruiser arrives, additional
gpace will bPs required at North Heoad,
8. Svggested Reguirements.

All Mount Vietoris magazines.

North Battery,North Head.

Sonth Battary North Head.
I am unable to agree with my predecessors letter(Memo.6.) that
the Searchlight shelter can be considersd a asuitable atowage
for ammunition. The smoke floats alrsady thers are deteriorating
rapidly through damp. The need for North and South Batteriss
will not awise until more cruisers arrive oﬁ the station.

Q, Digtribution of Ammunition.

Mount Victoria magazines, being the largest, can
hold onecruiseré and two sloop; outfits, and & proportion of
the D.E.M.S. ammunttion, North or South Battery will each
hold a crulsers outfit, and a proportion of the D.E.M.S.
smmunition. Suggest Militery caretaker ms at present:

10. Conditions of Stowage.

North and South Battsries are both in good repair,
and suitable for immediate stowage. The question of ownership
is-noﬁ clear, &g the Defence Authorities have never stated
which magazines were turned over to the Navy. Naval ammmition
was previously stowed in both North and South Batteries and
Fort Cautley. Smoke floats sre the only explosives that have

aver been stowed in searchlight sheltsr.

-

i B2

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER.(G).
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-
_n. Dizeeter of .Artﬂhq.
nqtﬂ-ut -af Defenoe, ¢

o v .  HEADQUARTERS Offioce,

YELLINGTOX.
'i - Vith reference teo your c14/6/m: -t the

26& nm 3925 oconcerning starage eof lutl Aynnition at "

.
A redetmed

Auekhﬂ. I beg to repert that the Commanding Officer,

x.u.s.'rxn.oun_.' states s tono!n_: -

R

(a) Horth te
' gan’iﬁ %:n s The shell in the North Battery is nu‘

being meved to M.Videria.Oning te*,ﬂ

lagk ¢f room in the masnzines. fd.
shell 1s being stowed:in-the fire™
' eomirol pesition,to ‘vhier'position aj

. road:
“eord3e”

-BAs Tecently beqn made, LA
ip Hoxth Battary, vmg!tnuni

ies three-saill migasines axd sll~thed
. anuniiien in- Btlth~ht$m_.kmw 'lnﬁ
' returned té ‘England
{b) Port cautley The *hree mgasimt at Yart c:utlo*
were sltared in August lamt, Iwo of
them are vacant, and’ ‘Nilitery hnu.nii-
=ion is stowed in the otheri G

(ejgn‘b-min;x_zg The passage in the qnl-niniu‘
lunnel. tunul will hc elurzd lhq_:tlx.

2. It is Tegretted that there sppnn to e po )nlﬂpn;tx of

remowing before J‘uu ‘er July, the azzunitien thieh hu te !l !,llli
to xnchu as’ -hipptu Companies at this tmon af. tlu A
obtein full eargoes am rlmn to taks these stores whieh _Ip,;ld

delay thelir ships. The delay in clearing
7 .48 regretted.

ub-mining tunnel

val Reeretarv.
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HoeMo S+ "DUREDII"
at Wellington, N.Z.
2nd, ‘m’t' 1926.

COIODOR3

The following rema:ks on the stowage of Ammunition;at North
Head and Lount Victoria are sudbmitted for your informationge‘

{14} The prosent spaces availsble for stewage of Xaval Ammmitiesn
are t= All Mount Yicteris and the XNorth sine and B

_at Jorth Head; Shese have proved suffieciemt,wmntl ruuﬂyl for the
stowage of all Naval $im. The reserve supply ef 4" High
Angle amnunition of H.M.3.'DIQUEDE", whish was reeeived shout six
weeks ago, ocannot be acoeyedsated in the abeve opesos, with $he
result that it 1s, at present, xept {1 the gumn~momnting shed st the
Base,

(41) A leSter bas been received from the Admiraliy stating the
amommt of ammunition that will be maintained at the Base for D.X.S.
Fast Liners and Logcal Defence Vessels, A certaln ameount of this
has besn recei¥ed and is correctly stowed; thie 1s about ene third
of the total so thut there remaines $wo thirds, of which no informa=
-tion 13 ye$ avallable as to its date of arrival; this may happem
at ﬁ time. There 18 no stowage at all availadle for the

ace dation of this ammuni tiem.

(1411) The samunition at present kept in the spaces mentioned in
Paregraph (1) 18 as follows :=
Complete supply of Resdervs Ammwnition for H.M.Ships of the
Hew Zealand Division, vis T.M.3hips "DUNIDIR™ & "DIOMEDR"
Complete supply of Reserve Amxunitieon for Nsjierial Sleops
viz H.M.Shipa "VERONICA" & "LABURNUM",
One third of D.M.S. Ammmition as stated {n para.(4i).

(1v) Uy predecessor anticipated this diffieulty arising dut, et
that time, 4id not kmow th. umount of D.M.S. Ammmumition which
would be maintained on the Station; however, realising that there
would be insuftficient accommodation, he applied for the use of the
South Magasine at North Head. No record of the correspemdence on
this subdject i3 available in your 0ffice but it &5 belfeved %o de
kept at Navy O0ffice. I have been given to wnderstand that we
were informed by the Military that the South Magasine would de
avallable for the stowege of Maval Avcunition ®s soon as the
Military Depot at Ngsruawahia could agcoommodate the Military.
Ammunition now gtowed in the South lagasine. The South Uagasine
‘would be suffiolent to scoomaodate all the D.M.3, Ammumition which
hae not yet beeun received.

(v] I understand my predecessor slso stated that, with the South
iagazine, there would be esuffioient wpace available for the stowage
of all ammunition now anthorised and also for the reserve smmynition
of a ¢hird oruiwer, should one be attached to the Station. At the
resent time I ocannot endorase this opinion as he was not expecting
go have to aocommodate so large an amount of D.M.3. Ammunition.

The queation of etowage 13 a diffioult ome as only certzin types

of exnlosive may be stowed together with the result that there is
necessarily a certain amount of space wasted.

(vi) It is reslized that more accommodation will be available in

the ¢l1d Boiler Housep NNorth Head, when certain alterations are made,
Thie {3 not a satisfootory stowage at the present time owing to the -

fact that the road leading to it is freguestly impassable for lorriet
during the winter months. It 13 belleved, however, that thias has
been taken in hand for remaking by the :ulita.ry coumenoing this week,

(v11) I will not risk a definite opinion but it weems prebable 3hat
with the Jouth Magazine and the old Boiler House altered as




Necessarythat there will be Toom for 2ll ammnitlon now authorised
and algo for tihe acoomaodation of s thiré eruisaer's roserve

awm 1uni tion, 4 definite opinion gould be given vhen the D.d.8,
amuni tion now authoriged hay been receivead, If 1t 13 found that
the tdird cruiser's TOe38erve ammunition comlu not all be acoomnodated
I consider that the emount of extra aspace required for this womld
be small,

(v111).Summed wp, the Situation may b stated as follows e

Further accommodation 18 required at once. I oonaider
that the 11t tary Authorities be again asked 1f the South Msjasine
can be surrendered to $he Ravy, If no further space oan be made
»vailsble for the atowage of 11,3, Ammwiition then a aable be sent
to dngland stopping sll shipments of ammunition other than those
required for H.M.Ships "DUNEDIN" and "DIOMED :", "VZRONICA" and
"LABURNUM", uwntil further orders. In my opinion thers is no
nt.ﬂativ.n

(1x)  The stopping ez any further D.M.3.XZmmunition boing sent out
t0 Auckland would be a serious matter., Nearly all the gund and
nmountings have been received and ars 4in stors; these wounld be
valusless without the emmun{ tion,

{x3 I have been informed, rightly or wrongly 1t {s not possible
for me to say, that there 19 ample acoommodation completed at
Ngaruawahia to take all the ammunition stowed by the Militeary in
the South Magazine at North Head, If this 1s a faot therse appears
t0 be no reason why this magaszine should not be cleared at Onoe,

As regards future policy, it does not appear to me to be necsgsary
‘for tho Military to retain &ny smmunition at North Head beyond what
is reuuired for the &" Battery anad Saluting Guns, At the present
time I should estimate that about 75% of the Military ammunition
atowed there is in no way eonnectaed with the Battery. It would be
& matter of interest 1f the Ullitary Authorities counld lot us have .
an outline of their Polioy ot thig subject.

{xi) I£ I may be pardenss for siring = personal opinion, it sprears
thati.the Mil{itary Authorities are not rogarding this matter from a
Defance point of view but rather from the point of view of one
business firm dealing with another, The matter of armament for
Tast Iiners, D.M.S. and Logal Defence Vesuels ia ag important to
the Dominion as the eyuipment of Hilitary Batteriea, Troops, eto.
It appears to me that, withont adeguate defehocefor the ports and
for vessels carrying the Dominion's Overseas Trad:, a state of
affairs would arise which might have very serioug rogults to the
Dominion =8 s whole. This can be largely safegunrdesd by the
clogest co-operation between the Haval and Militar; Authorities.

-
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SGUADRON GUNIARY OFFICEZR.
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E.Ls.'pumn'
at 'Qllinstcn' H.Z.
11lth. August, 1926, i
- 3
COMMODORE .
Submi tted. ] -
1. In acsordancs with your instruetions I Preces

~8d to Auckland by train on 8th. August, On arrival I made - -
arrangements to mest Lisutsnant-Catensl:8ymonds and Lieutenant- ;
-Colenel Burgess at North Head 30 visit the Magasines at that 3
rlace and to inspest the buildings at Fort Takapunaj; it had been '
suggested that the latter might prove suitadle as additional - .- j

L]

TR - S

magaziness - . p

2. Commander Bradley was present at the inspection which j
commenced by proceeding to the various magazines at North Head -/ =3
in which Naval Ammmmition 18 stowed. . It was apparent from T

convergation with the Military Officers.that they sre seriously |
presaed for msgazine stowage, as we arep and they were quite fra
in saying thgt it would hepp them coneiderably if arrangements
could be made by which we cleared North Head of all Naval
Ammuni tion. . ‘

. ‘n\\.'l -h u&g

[ NN

3. After North Head & visit was made to Fort Takaspuna; this
is situated about a mile from Devonport Pier and i3 within a few -
hundred yards of the new concrets road so that lorry transport

is simple ; the Fort is within a small Military Cemp which is but
off from the Public by a high fence. The Camp 18 umased period).%

-
R T S

~ally for the tralning of Territorials but usually containes & -
caretaker, a few Military ranks and One Officer. R

4. Tekapuna Fort is now considered obsolete. There are tlg
gun-pits, at one time mounting 6" guns on disappearing mountings;?
one of them is now 4ismounted, the other is in place. It was ?
suggested that these gun-pits could be roofed over and uwsed as .
megazinesas has been done at & Fort near Wellington. The )
-plts are Jjoined by a moat whic™ lesads to a large briok house i
which, a2t one time, acted as megazine and also living quarters 4
for the crew of the battery. The whole of this bdbuilding, whiek.
appears . to be 1n fairly good condition, is below the level of the.

surrounding ground and is encircled by & ditch. i

R

5. We were given to understand that this Fort would leased ;;I
to the Navy at a purely nominal rent and could be used entiredy %
for the stowsge of Navel Ammunition.

6.p Before Fort Takapuna could be used as a Naval Magazine )
a considerable amount of alterations and improvements would have;
to be effected; the Engineer Officer of the Base was saked to R
estimaete the cost of these arnd his report is attached. After ,?3
further discussion it wes decided that the following should be .:%
added to his estimate := ik
I’ishting..ooo..o..Qo..-c.lo...c.l...'..l'.-.lc..£8°. ':_
Wa.tel' ggrvice for fire m&inﬂ. escscsovasoecessece -£500.._~'?; .
Removing wooden floors of living rooms A
and replecing with concret@ececccececccccccsee £110, -

These would bring the total eatimate to just over 21,8
The Naval Officer in Charge, Auckland, suggests that a Supp B
-ary Estimate of £2,000 be asked for if it is decided to take 3

over Tekaspuna Fort.
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7. Plans of the Fort are now be rinted at Auckland
and will be forwarded as soon as completad. 1t can be seen frem
them that the whole site would form & compact magazine. It is
calounlated that, using the present space at Mount Victoria and
also Fort Takapuna, convarted accord to the Estimates, there
would 11:;. ro:m ﬁﬁiﬂl D.l(.ii, Fast Liner ‘a.nd.tI-oclil De:tonoo' .
ammuni tion in on %o e ve ammmnition of. e

claas cruisers. and two iﬂPOﬁ-‘rf ocps. ) mes D

8. The Enginecr.m'ﬁcor of the Base eatimated that he

gould have the attached alterations carried out in about 3 months -.°
from the date of oommencing. I ccnsider that temporary arrangee -

~ments conld bs made for the stowage of any ammunition which
ghould arrive before Port Takapuna is ready, provided it is
commenced as soocn as possible. - : '

9. - I consider that £2,000 would be well spent in obtaining
8 settled policy as regards the skowage of Naval Ammunition, Fort

.Tekapuna appears tc be eminently suitable for this purpose, the

only disaedvantage appsars to be the expense of its conversion.
When completed it will be more conrenient then North Head as the
roads are better and there should be ho further elashing of the

needs of the Navy and Army departmqnts.

10. In conclusion, I recommend. that arrangements be made to
lease Fort Tekapuns from the Military Authorities as soon as
posaible and to requewt them to arrange for the dismounting of

" the remaining 6" e If thisg ia dome, then the alteratiens

and additions mentioned in persgraph 6 should be commenced as
goon as possible.

11. If it 18 not possidble for this to be carried out there

appears to be no alternative but to stgg further sugplies of
emmunition being sent from Englsand, ers is no stowage availe
~able for amm tion which may arrive in the future and it doces
not appear that sny will be forthooming unless money is

o,

SQUADRON GUNNERY OFFICER.

...J.A..mm 'liq- oA

. . ,
SR TP R S PP DY 5, WA L TP

RPN e

?

JOY A, SO

LR

[ TP PR,

R | S

A




R

e

. thers; but undertook no responsidility fer its safety,
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HISTORY OF STOGAE3Z OF NAVAL AMCUNITION n mmn. v T
ZRALAXD, 193“"39. = £
Soese © I S
ag26. %
g
1. In 1926, after the ssoond Cruiser arrived ea the 3

Hew Zealand Btatien, the situatien rocu-uu ths stewmge
ashore of Eaval reserve u-uzﬂ.u ws highly uutututh-

NS AL .

T

G
"“d‘-«-.& —
]
-

2a The axmunition was stowed at that tims in the ,'

@galleries and ether ah-lm nndmuth the various umd
Jorts on the lom llllt of .\nkhu muu. \ ] o i
Thess Yerte are under the sharge of the Mlitary /!

]

<
.
&
H

Authorities who n.uoud the kni ammunition to be stowed

mhim

3. The 6° gordits was stoved in a gau:uv at Tert
Victoria where it was so esongested that xt s lucuuy,,,}o
unstow every case in order to eaning uuu at the buk oﬂi.

the gallery,
The 6* shell wers stowed in underground galleries, Vo

at North Head, whers they wers dsteriorating very rapidly
through rust and damp,.

There was no lighting system whatever in these
galleries, and ragasine lamps were used for all purposes and
proved very inadequate, The galleries were always damp,

4, In June 1926, in connection with proscsals to

send out reserve ammunition for D.E.L.5. etce, the Haval

Officer in Charge reported that it was impossible to stow ’

any more axmunition.
S In September 1926, negotiations were put in hand /

to take over Fort Takapuna fror the Defence Department as [
Neval Arcament Depot and to evacuats all other stowages, .
Fort Takapuns was equally convenient to the Do

and was no longer.required by the Defencs Department, 7
1927 <o of
;i
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HISTORY OF STOWAGR OF NAVAL AMMUNITION AT DEVONPORT, NIV
ZBALAXD, 1936 = 1929,

6e Approval was oh‘huud to prvesed uth the nonuav
YOIk iamedistely) betn the 467 Gun pits ar tne Ters wery \
notuuuoq'nu utuuml mwu __
Feur were repaired. to uzn A% shell ntonu tn' in mu- _; '-

O».

ha were erecied as (o7, e SR AR o
7 m&héﬂﬂmﬂntinomuhudnn
‘Tound to be is Yoy’ ul sonditien, nu-uuﬁu lwtu
and rmutm the -w.c of the 6* shel) mma .
8. Tiie Chief Inspector of Bxplosives in New znum !
. exazized the site in Naveh 127 andsgproved the srrangments |
which were being made, ' ' _ _ _ ,.
e In June 1927, to allsy #fm public spprensnsion
the kayor of Dﬂ.m;ﬁ and some ef the Counciliors were
sscorted over the Fort and the arrangsments were explained

N

-::.l;__”_ .

3
L 4

to them, :
10, in September 1527, a Cexmittss was lppointod D
oonsisting ef Captain J.S.M. Ritchise, ReXe, (aumn) with
~.,\t‘hc Guanery ﬁtnun of the tw Cruisers as n-bm to decide \‘s
i

o

upon the u-n tbution of the nmmh uomuoa and te
make other rocmnmo _

1. The Coumittee drev up & nh.c of ate £
szmniticn acesrding ta the elassification of .tplld:?--p
noting that this ™4 in acosrdanse with the Regulatiems fer
Faval Armament’ Servises, " the ﬂcptﬁﬁ that 13 was not
possidle to stow all the differsnt §Teups of explosives in
entirely smntc buildings nor to nu.ntun the correct .
distaness hetwveen them, The conuttu considered th}t;ig
Yiew of ghe small tetal mmount in. ouh poup i

. S -:-_--.y. L. _ g -~
e e

: uctptd. which nooeruncl.y was dones ,!:_-:;”_. T

’ ' ) . - bf_..-,--'*“" el

\\ Lt f"?;zw. P 5.

A SRR 0"~

. \-\ T e LT e L

. - - - . “.--’-‘:,;.' A -y :‘_f_‘-”d' N



oMU
A 4 co —C47‘°~’

TO BE ADORNESSED
TOWN CLEmK
ROBox3
DevonromT

orsice Houms

wegm Davs P AM. To 12.30 P M.
L.30.PM vo «30.P M,
Sarumaars $.AM. YO Noow

The Hon. the Minister of Defence.
¥ELLINGTON,

Bir, Re storage of Ammunition on Mt.Victoria

I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 23rd. ult., advising that steps are being taken te
evacuate MteVictoria and remove to amother Magazine.

It is learned that it is aimply intended to remove
Ifrom Mt.Vioctoria this large quantity ef explosives teo another
magazine within the Borough.

The Council does not consiéer the Department®s repl;:-'
at all satisfactory; and isem 791‘ the opinien that
& closely populated Borough such as this, is not & fit place
R -;:.-3_"' to bave such Marge quantities of explesives stored.

The Ceuncill views the situation with alarm; but as
pointed out in a previous communication has dealt with the
matter ®in Commitiee®, However, in a recent issue of a local
newspaper (clipping enclosed) the matter was made publie
without the anthority of the Councile If the teotal amount
of exploskves stored in the Borough were made known to the
public the Council fears a scare would be created which would
have a detrimental effect on Devonport for which the

Council will take no respomsibility.

Yours faithfully,

i
/o [ A peeys
J / 1{;?27

TOWE CIERK.

NAVAL SECRETARY.
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MUSEUM OF TRANSPORT AND TECHNOLOGY OF NEW ZEALAND

and

CHAIRMAN, J.0. HAWORTH, FCA, FNZIM
NEW ZEALAND SCIENCE CENTRE SIEEE o s, DEAF MG, Ene

15th July 1992.

Jeremy Treadwell,
104a Grey Street,
ONEHUNGA,
AUCKLAND.

Dear Mr. Treadwell,

In response to your recent enquiry regarding tunnels at Noarth Head,
Devonport and the poss:.b111ty of Boeing aircraft being stored there, I
wish to report that despite extensive searches in the archives,
photograph collections and printed sources in the Walsh Memorial Library,
no information has been found.

Tours faithfully,

Lorraine Wilson, JP, FTICL, ANZLA, NZLA cert.
Librarian,
Walsh Memorial Library.

P.O. Box 44114, Pt. Chevalier, Auckland, N.Z.
Phone 0-9-846 0199. Fax 0-9-846 4242
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FACSIMILE MESSAGE

Date: 29 Septermber 1992 LAND MANAGEMENT
) RESOURCES BRANCH
To: _ Depadment of Conservakion HQ NZ DEFENCE FORCE
' PRIVATE BAG
Ruckland Conservaney WELINGTON
Fax Na: (09) 377-2919 Fax 4960- 839
Attention: __Qrasme Campball Telephone: _4860-937
Your Reference: Doe o3 - Page i of i
Our Reference: N2©F 1325/3 From: Lenad / Facilities Poliey
NORTH HEAD
1. Please refer to your letter DOC 013-10 dated 23 July 1992,

subsequent facsimile, and recent conversation with
Ian Bradley, Capt RNZN Retd.

2. We have turned up nothing new. It is understood that
Jeremy Treadwell had access, amongst many other files, to the
"six" Defence volumes in the 1325/3 file series which canvass the
"search” for aircraft, and ammunition, said to be buried within
the old tunnel fortifications on North Head.

3. We have not located a record of the Forts and Works
Register - presumably, the Northern Military District "Works"
register of files or plans. A copy of the drawing, Forts and

Works N.W 1104, appears in the August 1990 Conservation Study -
North Head: The Development of a Fort by David Veart, at page 36.
We can provide a further copy of this same drawing, if required.
There is no trace of further drawings in this series which would
probably have been enlargements of individual or groups of
buildings shown on N.W 1104.

4. We also have copies of ten (10) early drawings of the gun
fortifications at North Head and the Boatyard. These same
mostly PWD drawings (from Drawer 15) are also recorded in the
Veart study appendices. We can provide further copies, if
required.

5. In conclusion, records relating to old fortifications at
North Head would have been transferred to National Archives after
disbandment of Army units. Any other early material of North
Head is held in the former Works and Development Services,
Conservation or Survey and Land Information records as referenced
in Appendix 4 to 7 of the Veart study.

- W O

G. WALLINGFORD
for Chief of Defence PForce
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