IN CONFIDENCE

== N MEETING BRIEFING
> Ministry of Transport

TE MANATU WAKA

23 February 2021

Hon Michael Wood
Minister of Transport

0C210123

MEETING WITH ROBERT COURTS MP, UK PARLIAMENTARY
UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE AT THE DEPARTMEN’T OF

TRANSPORT

Snapshot

Minister Courts requested a meeting with you to:

1. discuss how the UK and NZ can cooperate on mternatloaaites’cmg standards and vaccine
certificates to help reopen international travel

BT T e S O AR Not in scope

Withiheld Under section 6(b)(i) of the Official Information Act 1982

Time and date

Venue

Other Attendees v

%.45am, 25 Febraary 2021

Via TEAMSs

UK™
e\ Head of Office and Private Secretary to Robert Courts MP
Officials

e Deputy Director: International Aviation Travel

e Senior Policy lead: Aviation Restart & Recovery
e Senior Policy lead: International Aviation

NZ officials

Kirstie Hewlett, Deputy Chief Executive, Regulatory and Data
Melanee Beatson, Principal Adviser, Ministry of Transport
Joanna Pohatu, Principal Adviser, Ministry of Transport
Sarah Maclndoe, Senior Policy Adviser, New Zealand High
Commission London

Agenda

No agenda has been provided. We expect it to be a free-flowing
discussion around the two topics proposed.
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Attachment FORMAL MESSAGE: COVID-19 VACCINES/BORDERS
INTERSECT: INITIAL UK VIEWS ON VACCINE CERTIFICATION
AND GLOBAL FRAMEWORKS FOR COVID-SAFE TRAVEL,
London, 26 January 2021

Contacts
Telephone First.cantact
Bev Driscoll, Manager Regulatory Policy PN v
Ewan Delany, Manager, Environment, Emissions & Y P . .,: f
Adaptation _)_\ y 4 FalPh
Joanna Pohatu, Principal Adviser, Environment, AVA) i\}:-_
Emissions & Adaptation * ‘ \':é_\_'._;-'*-n
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MEETING WITH ROBERT COURTS MP, UK PARLIAMENTARY
UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE AT THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORT

Key points

e We expect Minister Courts will be interested in a general overview from your ministerial
perspective of New Zealand’s Elimination Strategy; how the Government is managing the
border; our current COVID-19 status, particularly following the most recent outbreak; and
our vaccine roll-out. : '

Traveller health passes/vaccine certificates and international trayel

¢ We recently provided advice to you on Goxernment agentyp.work on the concept of health
certificates [0C210035 refers] and deve,}egin_ig; an,“end;\'éo-_end\“- work programme. [l

I
i 3
i
L

itheld under section 6(b)(i) of the Official Information Act 1982
¢ The International €iuil Avfation Organization (ICAO) Council is likely to be a key focus for
international standards.
B e ave’keen build our relationships in this area and welcome the opportunity to

. V.1
engage, with the'UK. ’ Withheld under section 6(a) of the Official Information Act 1982

Not in scope
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Traveller health certificate/vaccine certificates and international
travel

Withheld under section 6(a) of the Official Information Act 1982
1 Traveller health pass/vaccine certificates are set to become a cgfe international focus

in 2021, as vaccines are rolled out and countries seek to relax t?h&Tr border seitmgs
once the science shows that it is safe to do so. .

2 By nature, these issues are — and future solutions will’ bev embedded |n an*
international system. International standards and witi be critical for &kovemments to
have confidence in traveller information, as W|I1_ﬁthe _dmlopmgnt ofteehnical solutions
that are globally interoperable. New Zealand#vilkneed to understaiid the standards
being developed internationally, seek to |Wﬁce where mqmred and ensure we can
aligh with international standards and not be ’§

eft behmd"

I ' Proposed objectives of

our work on traveller health certificates are to:
5.1 “Keep it out’ (Elimination Strategy)

5.2 Progressively open our borders, through letting in more people MIQ-free
e when the health science indicates it is safe to do so, and
e the Government is comfortable with the level of risk and associated health
measures, and
Withheld under section 6(b)(i) of the Official Information Act 1982
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e recognising that international connectivity remains fundamental to the
economic and social wellbeing of New Zealanders and NZ's recovery

5.3 Enable people to travel from NZ to other jurisdictions. We expect traveller health
passes to become an enduring legacy.

Agencies agree
that relevant initiatives underway in the World Health Organization (WHO) and
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ) should be our priority.

Withheld under sections 6(a) and 6(b)(i) of the Official Information Act 1982
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I Vhile New Zealand‘will be=a te@hnology “taker”, we need to
understand how they woufd abply in our éontext ‘and how they interact with

Government policy settmgé* Wthheld unde‘f section 6(a) of the Official Information Act 1982

1 Two digital mdust!y hased solut(ons that have gained attention are:

-_—

11.1 the Internatrcnal Air Transport Association’s (IATA) Travel Pass app, which is
drivensy airlines mtemé'tbonally This week, Air New Zealand announced it
wouldtrial the Travel Pass app on its Auckland-Sydney route in April
R AR S e

! A Withheld under section 9(2)(q)(i) of the Official Information Act 1982
- 11 2 The Cpmnﬂgﬁass app by the Commons Project, a non-profit public trust
' backed by the World Economic Forum and RockeFeller Foundation.
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