MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
Te Tahuhu o te Matauranga

National Office Sector Enablement and Support Phone: 04 463 8000
45 — 47 Pipitea Street Fax: 04 463 8001
Thorndon www.minedu.govt.nz
PO Box 1666
Wellington OIA: 847150
9 May 2014 New Zealand IMB0/104/57/3

Tanya Jacob
fyi-request-1522-ffb65ea0@requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Tanya Jacob
Thank you for your letter of 6 March 2014 requesting:

(1) copies of all contact the Ministry has received expressing concern or complaint
regarding religious instruction (RI) in state primary and intermediate schools dating
back to the beginning of 2005. This would include any log of phone calls made to the
Ministry, as well as emails, letters and personal visits to offices,

(2) copies of any and all internal memos and reports pertaining to RI, including
advisories regarding public position statements,

(3) please attach dates;

(4) names of complainants;

(5) who dealt with the complaint, as well as;

(6)who that staff member directly reported to.

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982.

1. All contact the Ministry has received since 2005 re religious instruction
complains/concerns:

The Ministry has undertaken a search of electronic records and identified a number of
attachments that are relevant to your request. Copies of these documents are itemised in the
attached list and enclosed. We have included, where available, copies of the Ministry’s and
the Minister's office replies to enquires.

Please note, that the Ministry does not have a central database system so there may be other
documents relevant, but not included in this request.

A search of the Ministry’s archive records would entail substantial collation and research and
to this extent, the request is refused under section 18(f) of the Act.

There do not appear to be overriding public interest reasons that support the release of the
information withheld.

2. Copies of internal memos and reports pertaining to R, including advisories regarding
public position statements are included in the enclosed documentation:

Copies of the above are also enclosed in the documentation where available.




There do not appear to be overriding public interest reasons that support the release of the
information withheld.

3. To include dates:
Dates are included on copies where recorded.

There do not appear to be overriding public interest reasons that support the release of the
information withheld.

4. Names of complainants:
5. Who dealt with the complaint:
6. Who the staff member directly reports to:

Due to the Privacy Act, we cannot release this information. Consequently, this part of your
request has been refused under section 9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons, and
section 9(2)(f)(iii) to maintain the constitutional convention protecting the neutrality of others.

There do not appear to be overriding public interest reasons that support the release of the
information withheld.

Withholding

Withholding of information — Sections 9(2)(a) and 9(2)(f)(iii)

Deletions have been made under section 9(2)(a) of the Act to protect the privacy of natural
persons and under 9(2)(f)(iii) of the Act to maintain the constitutional convention protecting
the neutrality of officials.

There do not appear to be overriding public interest reasons that support the release of the
information withheld.

Withholding of information — Section 9(2)(h)
Deletions have been made under section 9(2)(h) of the Act to maintain legal professional
privilege.

There do not appear to be overriding public interest reasons that support the release of the
information withheld.

Under sections 19 and 28(3) of the Official Information Act 1982 you have the right to ask an
Ombudsman to review this decision

Yours sincerely




Document List

Doc No | Date of Doc Description Deletions/Withheld

1. 13 October 2005 Email and response from 9(2)(a)
parent re legal rights of staff (9)(2)(F)(iii)
and students in a state 9(2)(h)
secondary school in regards to
religion at Mt Albert Grammar
School and internal memo’s on
response

2. 28 February 2006 Email response to individual 9(2)(a)
from Ministry re Rl (9)(2)(f)(iii)

3. 23 August 2006 Acknowledgement letter from 9(2)(a)
Minister re Rl

4, 23 August 2006 Direct reply to individual from 9(2)(a)
the Minister re Rl

5. 23 August 2006 Direct reply to individual from 9(2)(a)
the Minister re RI

6. 23 August 2006 Direct reply to individual from 9(2)(a)
the Minister re Rl

7. 24 August 2006 Letter from individual to MP re | 9(2)(a)
religion in schools (9)(2)(F)(iii)

8. 24 August 2006 Direct reply to individual on 9(2)(a)
concerns for restrictions on
prayer

9. 24 August 2006 Enquiry re the secular clause 9(2)(a)

(9)(2)(1)(iii)

10. 24 August 2006 Direct reply to individual re Rl | 9(2)(a)
in schools

11. 24 August 2006 Letter from individual to Prime | 9(2)(a)
Minister office re schools and (9)(2)(F)(iii)
spirituality

12. 24 August 2006 Direct reply to individual re 9(2)(a)
religious instruction and
observances in state schools

13. 24 August 2006 Email from parent inquiry about | 9(2)(a)
bible studies (9)(2)(f)(iii)

14. 25 August 2006 Direct reply to individual from 9(2)(a)
the Minister re RI

15. 29 August 2006 Direct reply to individual from 9(2)(a)
the Minister re RI

16. 29 August 2006 Direct reply to individual from 9(2)(a)
the Minister re RI

17. 29 August 2006 Direct reply to individual from 9(2)(a)
the Minister re Rl

18. 30 August 2006 Direct reply to individual from 9(2)(a)
the Minister re RI

19. 30 August 2006 Email from parent re religious | 9(2)(a)
education in schools (9)(2)(F)(iii)

20. 13 September 2006 | Direct reply to individual from 9(2)(a)




the Ministry re Religious
Instruction

21.

01 September 2006

Internal memo re religion
advice FAQs

9(2)(a)
(9)2)(F)(iii)

22.

18 September 2006

Direct reply to Principal from
the Ministry

Nil

23.

15 September 2006

Letter to the Ministry and Direct
reply from Ministry to individual
re Rl

9(2)(a)
(9)(2)(A)(iii)

24.

12 October 2006

Letter to individual from
Ministry re teaching of religion
in schools

(b) Letter from parent to
Minister of Education re Bible
in Schools in Amberley Primary
School

(b) Direct reply to individual
from the Ministry re Religious
Instruction

9(2)(a)
(9)(2)(F)(ii)

9(2)(a)

25.

16 October 2006

Letter from Ministry to CEC re
claims that CEC has been
approved by MOE

9(2)(a)

26.

16 October 2006

Internal memo from legal re
total hours of religious
instruction

(9)(2)(A)(iin)
9(2)(2)

27.

16 October 2006

Letter to CEC from Ministry re
the Ministry does not endorse
any voluntary providers of
religious instruction

Nil

28.

14 November 2006

Internal memo from legal re
Ministry view on religious
instruction -Avondale School

(9)(2)(F)(iii)
9(2)(a)
9 (2)(h)

29.

04
December 2006

Email from Massey university
to Ministry re complaint against
CEC

(9)()(R)(ii)
(9)(2)(f)(iii)
9(2)(a)

30.

11 January 2007

Internal emails from legal to
advisors re a letter re Bible
readings in state schools
Response from Minister

9(2)(a)

(9)(2)(A)(iii)
27(1)(h)

31.

02 February 2007

Email from Massey university
to Ministry re CEC complaint

(b) CEC documentation

(9)(2)(F)(ii)
9(2)(a)

Nil

32.

20 February 2007

Follow up letter from Ministry to
CEC re agreed changes to
wording on CEC website

9(2)(a)

33.

27 February 2007

Internal memo from legal guide
to Rl for local office

(9)(2)(F) i)

34.

15 March

Email response to parent re
religious education in schools

(9)(2)(F)(iii)
9(2)(a)




35. 20 March 2007 Memo to Regional Directors re | 9(2)(a)
parent complaint re Avondale (9)(2)(F)(iii)
School re R
36. 21 March 2007 Email and response from the 9(2)(a)
Principal of Albany School (9)(2)(F)(iii)
37. 27 March 2007 Internal memo from legal to (9)(2)(F)(iii)
local office re Rl
38. 10 July 2007 Email from individual to 9(2)(a)
Ministry asking advice on RI (9)(2)(f)(iii)
39. 1 December 2008 Email from parent re West 9(2)(a)
Auckland school to Ministry
with response from Ministry re
Bible Studies
40. 4 August 2009 Letter to individual from 9(2)(a)
Ministry along with proposed (9)(2)(f)(iii)
response re Rl
41, 11 August 2010 Direct reply to individual re RI 9(2)(a)
42. 15 January 2014 (a) Internal emails relating to St | 9(2)(a)
Heliers (9)(2)(Fiii)
9 September 2011 (b) Email to Ministry from 9(2)(a)
parent re Bible Studies in St (9)(2)(f)(iii)
Heliers School
43. 16 February 2012 Phone log: Request for 9(2)(a)
information from parent re (9)(2)(F)(iii)
Christchurch East School Bible
in Schools
44, 28 March 2012 File note: Phone call with 9(2)(a)
NZSTA re Christchurch East (9)(2)(f)(iii)
School Information is out of scope
of request
45, 10 October 2012 Direct reply from Ministry to 9(2)(a)
individual re teaching of RE in
schools
46. 15 October 2012 File Note: Contact re 9(2)(a)
Christchurch East School (9)(2)(F)(iii)
47, 15 October 2012 Email to and from BOT Chair 9(2)(a)
Christchurch East School (9)(2)(f)(iii)
27(1)(h)
48. 01 November 2012 Letter from and response (9)(2)(f)(iii)
parent re religious instruction in | 9(2)(a)
schools from Ministry
49, 04 April 2013 Open letter to Peter Hughes re | Nil (from requester)
religious instruction
50. 1 August 2013 Email from parent: Religious 9(2)(a)
study at St Heliers School (D) (2)(F)(iii)
9 August 2013 (b) Follow up emails to Ministry
re bible studies at St Heliers 9(2)(a)
School (9)(2)(f)(iii)
51. 11 August 2013 Letter to Peter Hughes for 9(2)(a)




repeal on Section 78 of the Act

(9)()(f)(iii)

52. 11 September 2013 | Direct reply from Jim Greening | 9(2)(a)
to individual re state schools
being secular
53. 8 November 2013 Email from parent re religious | 9(2)(a)
instruction at Dominion Road
School
Correspondence between 9(2)(a)
parent and BOT of Dominion
Road School
54, 20 November 2013 | Enquiry from parents and 9(2)(a)
response about Bible in (9)(2)(F)(iii)
Schools And out of scope
55. 3 December 2013 Call log religious education 9(2)(a)
enquiry from Board member (9)(2)()(iii)
56. 15 January 2014 Email from parent re bible 9(2)(a)
studies at St Heliers School (9)(2)(F)iii)
57. 29 January 2014 Email from individual re religion | 9(2)(a)
at Forrest Hill School (9)(2)(F)(iii)
58. 02 February 2014°- | Email from individual re religion | 9(2)(a)
at St Heliers School (9)(2)(F)(iii)
59. 11 February 2014 Email from BOT member 9(2)(a)
asking advice on Rl (9)(2)(F)(iii)
60. No Date General Religion in Schools Nil

FAQ
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'----:QOriginal Message----- ‘ . ' i ) j
From: Webb Raymond

Sent: Thursday, 13 October 2005 11:19 a.m.

To: Breakwell Jan .
Subject: FW: Re querries on the legal rights of staff and students in a state secondary school in regards to religion,

Hi Jan

Can you give me some bullet points about how to respond given that the ' 'efere@@ry schools.

I think the school nees some advice and support from the HRC on w, 'to P& s
practices when the school is a 'magnet school' for a variety of cul ) v
Cheers | | ,

Ray
----- Original Message----- / %
From: . )
Sent: Thursday, 13 October 2005 10:57 a.m. - %
st i\ state secondary school in regards to religion.

To: Webb Raymond

Subject: FW: Re querries on the legal rights f\st

————— Original Message----- l

From:’ On Behalf Q ‘Auc I@
Sent: Thursday, 13 October 20 .

To:.
Subject: FW: Re querries g t | righ ff and students in a state secondary school in regards to religion.

Hi _ ? 'A %
Is this something% deaw
Thanks @ ®

teresting

----- Origina %e-—-—-— .
From: \In Behalf Of Resourcing Mailbox

13 October 2005 10:34 a.m.
» Bng £h

uckland
Subjecf: FW: Re querries on the legal rights of staff and students in a state secondary school in regards to religion.

Hi there,
Can you please forward this email on to the appropriate person for response?

1




Kind Regards,

Resourcing Officer

Resourcing Division - Te Wahanga Whakarato Rawa
Ministry of Education

DDI:

FAX: 04-463-8374

PO Box 1666, Wellington

From:

Sent: Thursday, 13 October 2005 9:55 a.m.
To: Resourcing Mailbox

Subject: Re querries on the legal rights of staff and students in a state secondary school in regards to religion.

To the Ministry of Education. I'm .
| wish to obtain information on the rights of staff and students regarding religion within state secondary schools. My
concerns relate to questions asked of me by some Year 11 students of Indian ethnicity, who enquired as to whether |
they had to attend / participate in the Christian prayers during assembly which are held each Friday. Jie response
from our _was that all staff and students had to partake in assempiies or find th gelves other
schools to teach or study in. Another senior management person claims that und ducation-chQ8

Board of Trustees and the Senior Management Team can insist upon religious dértha law and that |

< i!‘e board of

they have the right to dictate the school policy on this matter. And flnally, the :
%. gcted to take part

trustees has stated in an email that students and staff must observe our ey ar
i.e. read out aloud, just respect our culture or they can return to their ow

Issues that concern staff and students include; the rights of teach tudent ly can the BOT or the SMT
insist on compulsory participation in religious activities? What defi a cipafian? we be discriminated against

in terms of our views on religion? Incidentally, my ancestors ¢ 0: in South Otago and Southland:
in the 1860’s. To be told that | must return to my own cultuge & i

) - . .._....jand

have read extensively this on issues relating to the he other in our society, so | feel quite
strong about how the dominant culture of MAGS as\been conservative and Christian treats non-
Christian people..

If anyone can help assist the staff mem lCh mol : o of various cultural backgrounds — secularists,
Jews, Hindu’s Sikhs etc) could they pl t u - '

Yours truly,

@4
%




Religion in Schools

Primary and intermediate schools and “secular teaching”

o The Education Act 1964 is clear in stating that teaching in all primary and
intermediate schools must be ‘entirely of a secular character.”

Limited provision for “religious instruction and observances”

e For those school Boards of Trustees that wish to offer religious instruction or
observances, however, limited discretion is available to do so during periods
where classes or the school as a whole are considered closed. The perjods
where the school is used for religious instruction or observances cannot eed

either 60 minutes in any week or 20 hours in any school y nd any in ion
can be led only by voluntary instructors. Any stud ichpati hege
activities is voluntary, and students may be given an gxe rom icigation
if a parent requests this in writing. 52 %

o In this way, the aim of education legislatjer, is a if religious
instruction and observances are offered, th ffectiv ed off” from the

& provision of religious instruction
ability to offer education about

) pedée
religion. The neutral pregentation ion about religion is a legitimate part
of secular teachi e@' ma idcussed in many parts of the national
curriculum, inclUARIIHE s ies and health and physical education

e It is important to note thajth
" and observances in no

\

%d, uction and observances involve education in
et observances include programmes based on a
s the Bible in Schools programme, the recitation of
ymns. " These are not neutral activities and either
s belief on the part of students or actively encourage

Se ne schools and the discre;tion of Boards to manage as
@ fig? v -

u e%ary and intermediate schools, secondary and composite schools are

‘ ct to a secular. teaching requirement. This means that Boards may

56 to include religion in the life of a secondary or composite school through

el general discretion ‘o control the management of the school as it thinks fit’

Q ovided under-the Education Act 1989.2

Section 77
2 Qection 75




e This may extend beyond the teaching about religion through the curriculum to the
inclusion of religious instruction or observances. Once again, however, student
participation is not compulsory and students may be excused from tuition under
the Education Act 1989 for sincerely held religious or cultural views.®> “Tuition”
includes attendance at assemblies or other whole-of-school events where
religious instruction or observances may feature.

Integrated and designated character schools

e Both integrated and designated character schools operate in accordance with an
approved special character, which may be religious in nature, thus offering
parents an alternative to state “secular” education. Where a school’'s special

character is religious in nature, it is able to offer religious instructiorn>and
observances as appropriate, but student participation in t activitie ins
, optional as in other types of state schooling.* @
The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act and its impact on religi cheol ,
e Boards of a;ll state schools are subject to the Ne and B '6f Ridhts Act, and

tains. The Act
instruction and

must protect and promote the rights and
contains five rights that have a direct 2
observances in schools:

e freedom of thought, cong &S N\ @7 section 13), by which
everyone has the right 4, t, conscience, religion and
9 opi witMout interference;
has the right to Y s QRN\BEr religion or belief in worship,
observance, cti ) gither individually or in communities
with others {
e freedom imip gction 19), by which-everyone has the right
to fre Jj i
secH @h G Rights Act, including religion and the lack of a
reli@ iefahd”
/SRS
. o) inguistic minority in New Zealand shall not be denied

unity with other members of that minority, to enjoy the
tWO ss and practise the religion, or to use the language, of that:

Qgection 25A

* Students attending designated character schools may be exempt from participation under the EA1989, while students
attending integrated schools may be exempt under section 32(2) of the Private Schools Conditional integration Act.




From:

Sent: Tuesday, 28 February 2006 5:08 p.m.

To:

Subject: Religious instruction in state schools

Attachments: Religiuos instruction in State schools (Trevor Mallard).doc
Hi Rosemary,

Further to our conversation earlier today, please find attached a copy of a letter sent by Trevor Mallard to a member,
of the public last year on the subject of religious instruction in schools. While not focused on the particular issue you
raise, this does provide some good, general information about what state secondary schools are currently able to do
in relation to religious instruction. :

H

If you are interested in looking at the matter further, the relevant sections of the Education Act 1989 are:

Section 25A (release from tuition)
Section 75 (the Board of Trustee's general powers of discretion in school governangs)

By way of comparison, you may also be interested in looking at the relevant seg# e E ti t 1964, as
this applies to primary schools. See: . :
Section 77 (all teaching to be of a secular character) -

Section 78 (Board may close the school for purposes of religious instpugtion ances

h the HymMan Rights & New Zealand Bill of
ictlar relevance to Boards when

In addition, as noted on the phone, all Boards of Trustees are
Rights Acts. For those sections of the New Zealand Bill of Ri
considering religious instruction or observance, see sect

All the above Acts can be found online here: hitp://

| hope this information will be of some help. e
Many thanks, ]

Education Manageinent Polj
Ministry of Education .




A distinction needs to be made between “religious education” in schools, and the teaching
about religions, belief systems and cultural practices that takes place as part of a school’s
education programme.

New Zealand schools are self-managing and determine their own curricula beyond the core
requirements of national regulation. New Zealand’s curriculum policy is designed to allow
schools to deliver programmes appropriate to the needs of their student cohorts. Decisions
about offering “religious education” time are made by a school’s Board of Trustees, after
appropriate consultation with the school community. Similarly, the degree of emphasis on
religious and cultural practices as part of curriculum delivery is decided by the principal and
teachers within each school.

Religious education

While teaching in state primary schools is required to be entirely of a secular character, the
1964 Education Act, sections 78 to 81, sets out limited circumstandeSunder whé%gious
instruction and observances may take place. These allow Boards g s 1 sp\any class
or classes within the school, or the school as a whole, for a periqd’nd{efces inutes a
week for religious observances or for religious instructio by vaNpafasy instructors
approved by the Board. Pupils cannot be required t6~adund” oretake \art where their
cip

parent/guardian does not wish them to and advises th al¥of ¢hi

religious observances or instruction, and there

participation.
In taking decisions about class or schoo ‘et _’ :

about the nature of the education, ‘
responsibilities under the New Zeakagd\By

that their actions do not result in di i
particular aspect that needs ¢ Q ange of faiths in the school community.

Another is the impact of t osures. Schools are not able to abrogate their
responsibility for their s ; @

closed for religious i . 1SEs,

community is import sho

schools and their communities.

sher direct or indirect. An example of a
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Dear

Thank you for your email of 23 August 2006 concerning religious instruction and
observances in state schools.

The Education Act 1964 requires that the teaching in all New Zealand state primary and
intermediate schools is entirely of a secular character. On this basis, religious instrt%smd
) as a

observances may be offered by schools only during periods where &ither the sc,
whole, a class or classes, are considered closed for the purposes of s chi

observances in state primary and intermediate schools to\all relig

You are right in stating that restrictions around the prov%r iou
because of the unique place of Maori language and culfars,in

associated obligations to reflect and promote this the Waitangi, the
relationship between secular teaching and schools’ i fti {dori requires special
attention.

. The-Education Act 1989 co

obligations under the Treaty of Waitangi v
. These include: . @ @ : .
e sectio @lch Z for the National Education Goals; and
o $'Wwh f 4, diveets all Boards to develop policies and practices
j 7 1| 4

aland 's cultural diversity and the unigue position of
to enSure that all reasonable steps are taken to

icligious content to be observed in the manner envisaged by the
tent contained in Education Act 1964. A karakia, for instance, may
s or both; in all cases, it remains an intrinsic part of tikanga Maori. For
always possible or appropriate to limit those aspects of tikanga that may
contaip/rsligious” elements, such as-karakia, to times when the school is closed for the
purp fsecular teaching. o

in

W\ltu
(& eCuidy,
.i

‘r participation, however, is not compulsory, and in much the same way that students
be exempted from participation in religious instruction and observances, they may also
be released from participation in aspects of tikanga Maori on religious or cultural grounds.

give effect to their _




This exemption is available under section 25A of the Education Act 1989 and may be

requested by students themselves if aged over 16, or by parents where students are aged under
16.

I thank you for taking the time to put your concerns in writing and trust that this information
will be of use to you.

Yours sincerely

Steve Maharey '
Minister of Education - :

S

Page 2




. Dear

Thank you for your email of 23 August 2006 concerning religious instruction and
observances in state schools.

As you may be aware, the rules applying to the provision of religious instruction and
observances within the public education system differ according to schooling t&nd
levels.

While state primary and intermediate schools are required by law t de tea hat is
entirely of a secular character, there is no such restriction o econdar omposite
schools. Similarly, there are no restrictions around states -atéd gcho which have
approval to operate in accordance with a special charactepfhyt is offens us In nature.

Student participation in religious instruction an
however, it is my view that there are no undpe~
activities in integrated schools or in secondary, a1

2ch65 tary in all cases,
iCHo participation in these
osig%) .

Pa

o .
E religious education — that is,
in any state school. Religious

Further, I would note that there are no restx
the neutral presentation of informat;
education is distinct from religious inst

in or of religion — and may be throug

oy, arts of the New Zealand curriculum,
& education curricula:

is ki3t scope within the public education system to
e3tudents and to provide neutral information about this

Saharey

Minister of Education




Dear .

Thank you for your email of 23 August 2006 concerning religious instruction and
observances in state schools.

Education law requires that the teaching in all New Zealand state primary and intermediate

schools is entirely of a secular character. On this basis, religious instruction and obgef¥ances
may be offered by schools only during periods where either the sch whole s or
classes, are considered closed for the purposes of secu1a1 teaching

Although the New Zealand nat1onal anthem contains a refere @ ote), it does
not function as a religious observance and is, instead, afvexpsesSio f ciyic or national
1dent1ty Accordingly, there are no restrictions around mgmg tional anthem in
state primary or intermediate schools.

The Ministry of Education became involved i
complaints from parents and other member

may betrbreachof the Ne
been received by the Human Rights

More 1ecenﬂy, the ministry was als& on ‘issues around the teaching of
religion, religious observances e infl igion on the ethos and life of schools’

by the Education and Scienc m@ |
: e issuing any guidelines or similar to schools

s, however, the ministry will continue to respond to
s, ' when and as these are brought to its attention.

f a steady stream of
ng school practices that

As you may be aware,
about religious instructi

any queries or com t K
Thank you fors} your thoughts with me on this matter; I trust that this information will
] > é\"\( rafsed. ;

: Saharey

Minister of Education

' aints-of this-typehave-also —-—




Dear

Thank you for your email of 23 August 2006 concerning religious instruction and
observances in state schools. The Prime Minister has asked me to respond on her behalf.

Education law dating back to 1877 requires that the teaching in all New Zealand state primary
and intermediate schools is entirely of a secular character. On this basis, religious ingfpuction
and observances may be offered by schools only during periods wh ther the as a

whole, a class or classes, are considered closed for the purposes of y chi@
I dr%n

There has been no recent change in the law and teaching in S\gthools thi continues
to be secular in nature.” Equally, for parents who wish the be exgosed to some

religious instruction or observances, the option re availa any schools to
participate in these activities outside of school hours.

The restrictions in place around religious insty d s apply equally to all
religious beliefs and are not intended to exclz@é\?@n ‘reljgien tnpparticular.
- \/ s
I agree that it is important for our publj
values that we all hold, such as respgs{
this is to incorporate some of the

Curriculum. As you may be awarenthe cure{e(ip (LN currently being revised to ensure that
values are given a more proma hce

AN
e thétime

will be of use to u%! %%i\%
Yours si w v

©
| fES{

o> o
reinforce the common societal

r concerns in writing and trust that this information




6 September 2006

Hon Harry Duynhoven
MP for New Plymouth
Parliament Buildings
Wellington

Atin: Electorate Secretary

Dear Electorate Secretary

--—On-behalf of Hon-Steve Maharey
your Minister's letter of 5 Septem
and the proposed guidelines for rgl

The letter is with the Minis
reply shortly.
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5 September 2006

Hon Steve Maharey

Minister of Education
Parliament Buildings
WELLINGTON

&8

Q‘ .
e

Dear Steve

nstituent expressing
ak’to release guidelines

I understand that since the lettg
would not be moving apgad
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———— Phorne
Email::

24™ August 2006

The Honourable Harry Duynhoven
Parliament Buildings

Private Bag

WELLINGTON

RECEIVED
2 8 AUG 2008

Dear Harry

I write in response to the news that the Ministry of Educationgroposes T@sa
guidelines regarding religious instruction or events which co ire @s )

have to ‘opt-in' so their children can participate.

Information in the media notes a ... a “modest strea &nte thet the schools
could be breaching the Education Act... and cou/cTio @he Bill of Rights
if parents felt their children were humiliated j ot ¢ wtés by leaving
religious classes..." ( Daily News 24.08.06) %‘

It seems that the Ministry is more co @Jo &neﬁcal litigation from a
miniscule minority than about provi NYTor young people in our state
schools te experience the benefh‘é@s‘r r ideas and practice. Quality, non-
dogmatic religious education, *ggether wirhsdasiive inclusion of prayer as a normal
part of everyday life, help @., e~ded

value as individuals, and @. ers of a community - and the joys,

ith crises, gain some insight into their
sadness and responsi
h T% ing and purpose of life, how we express our
it

ose around us. Religion helps us develop a
frameworlwith\giich fQexpiore and express the spiritual - it gives us language,
ritual g %ﬁ
enco eha

' 0 hl‘% gtapple with some of the mysteries of life as well as
\% and attitudes which can build up society and strengthen
pe n@ e loved and precious, '
Whil % hot to replicate the dominance of the ‘established’ Church of England
in ced N.Z's establishment of a ‘secular' educational system, we fool ourselves if
S W that both the spiritual and the religious are not woven throughout our lives. |




The return of the Unknown Warrior was both a spiritual and religious event - there
were symbolic acts of connection and songs of lament as well as formal prayers in the
Christian tradition - this event was deeply moving for many New Zealanders. .

This week we have just seen the Maori Queen's tangi, and could recognise that
spirituality and religion afe an integral part of Maori life. Blended together in her .
service were elements of traditional Maori spirituality, indigenous expressions of
Christianity in Pai Marire and Ratana, and a variety of Christian prayers and readings o
offered by representatives of a number of Christian denominations. o

We see prayer in all sorts of contexts and three current examples illustrate this: -

- our new Governor- General yesterday ended his speech of commitment th

e

. prayer - 'So help me God'"; ;
- wesing the words of “God defend New Zealand" - a pra I W@porﬂng
o%r j

gatherings: ~ '
- acandle is lit for a missing cameraman, as prayers& “for\Kis return

Wihistry of Education

under the Bill of - Rights should that be H, + ew whose children might
be *humiliated' by having to leave a relig;

~ nse is that if such children
were helped to understand that it W) 8 for them to be follow their
family's particular religious frame

' something to be ashamed of,
then there would be no need @nbarr ' .

It seems to me that the
- taken to absurd and di

stance. New Zealand-ch
‘sense, if these guid




Dear

Thank you for your email of 24 August 2006 concerning restrictions placed on when and
where you feel you able to pray. The Prime Minister has asked me to respond on her behalf.

I would like to assure you that Government has no plans to introduce any restrictions on when
and where individuals may choose to pray. Religion is a private matter and your fight to

freedom of religion is protected in law by the New Zealand Bill of Rl@t.
me_bkatink) on the

New Zealand state schools,. however, are public and this dog
practice of religious beliefs. There are two particular points& t Mhinl portant to
note. ) ;

First, the teaching in all state primary and intermedi S irely of a secular
character. This means that prayers cannot be i paﬂ@ ecular teaching and
learning that occurs in these schools. Scho?l{s\\ o% ose to offer religious
instruction and observances, including pray¢< diymy peridds re either the school as a
whole, a class or classes, are considered clo e purposed of secular teaching. Parents
can choose whether they wish their childk icjp %se activities or not.

Second, despite being seculaf, all s i

secondary and composite schog yst hav
Rights Act, under which

every person h iGNt 1 t that person’s religion or belief in worship,
observance, pr. or t , either individually or in community with others,
and either i ¥ KDLt :
In a school &f , it is to individual Boards of Trustees to give reasonable
accommodagtion i W of the Act, but it may extend to the accommodation of
religio ch s prayers) during the school day, if these are required by a
stude igtousPeligrs:

I%@a‘[ i8 sofgrmation has helped to clarify the place of prayer in New Zealand’s state
choods a u for taking the time to put your concerns in writing.

Steve Maharey
Minister of Education

1




28 August 2006

Dear . "_ @

On behalf of Hon Steve Maharey, Ministg i %you for your letter of
dgs for Mlgtous instruction in schools.

24 August 2006 regarding the proposed €ujs

shortly.

Yours sincerely g%@




Email;

24 August 2006

The Honourable the Minister of Education
Parliament Buildings
Wellington

Dear Mr Maharey,

I note some extremely silly remarks at a Select Committee
Education regarding religious observances in schools. I
you to call a consultation of theologians to discuss wi
role of religious practice in our society.

Inote:
1. Recent attempts to privatize religio
society. Claims as to religion as
. current debate in theological oifsles

theology.”
2. Extremely silly remarks ¢

speak about “spiritualjfs hdut co

comes to expressig pitual,

divorced from it Ce'hn el i
3. Assumptions a ers or karakias that do not address “God” in some

h
form. Itis del naiv ssly discriminatory to think that one can address
e as Jews and Muslims do, but not as Christians do —

ine
¢t at the ‘1&@ sustained ignorance now present in our society arising in
ationa] system that does not deal with the stories and practices that
. ot funny that people can leave school not knowing what
sjare about — or for that matter what the Exodus or the Haj are about,

1Ectly aware of the pluralism in our societyand the. diversity of practice and belief.
o¥er atesponsible education system deals positively and creatively with this. It does not try
IRPYse an outmoded form of nineteenth century reductionism and think that it s being




I note that various forms of extremism particularly from fundamentalist Christians attempts to
skew any responsible discussion. Because fundamentalism whether Christian, Jewish or Islamic
is a social phenomenon that is causing hostility and division, is no reason for our educational
authorities to react in stupidly ignorant ways. Before your people speak again bin this area, they
&840 become informed on the role of religion in society.

Frépéat that a high level consultation with informed thinkers would be one good step on the way,

Yours sincerelv.

R & S
- | &@
o
@®Y’
Vol
@?'@@ '
Al
©
&




Dear

Thank you for your email of 24 August 2006 concerning religious instruction and
observances in state schools.

considered closed for the purposes of secular teaching. Partici

strictly voluntary and any student may be withdrawn 89 articipatg arent requests
this in writing. ?;\g

9,
No change to the Education Act 1964 is n , which means that

students’ exposure to religious instructig yb¥ery, ugh state schools will
continue to occur on a voluntary basis o v

I agree that everyone has the right {e b' ‘ \ow our society works, and believe
that the best way to do this is to ite cQ cietal values into the New Zealand
Curriculum. As you may be gRase, the cu }¢ currently being revised to ensure that

values are given a more piR @ place in ic education system in the future. If you
are interested in viewi Acogrenti % the>draft curriculum, it can be found online at:

http://www.tki.ore. nzéedxédpiulupafy

N
I thank you for tak '@i t ur concerns in writing and hope that this information
may be ofusg t %
Yo w&@ V . .
S Eﬁy
@( of Education
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From:

Sent: Thursday, 24 August 2006 3:19 p.m.

To: Ministerial Requests

Subject: Assigned for Direct Action: (M37351) Schools and Spirituality

draft reply, Hon Maharey to write on behalf of PM please
Thanks

————— Forwarded by on 24/08/2006 03:18 pm ----- g
To: @ @

24/08/2006 02:37 o
pm . Faxto: » )
Subject: Assigned for Direct ActiQly; (M3€851) §fhools and
Spirituality @
Details: % @
Assignee: @ @
Initiator: @ @
Hi, can your Minister repl@s one@.

thanks %

.@ |
FS _
_ @V @f : T(;; <pm@ministers.govt.nz>

cc:
@%00 @ Subject: Schools and
Spirituality

Q&
Io)

Dear Prime Minister

I wanted to express my growing concern about new Zealand prompted by this

~file:///C:/Users... . AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/T... 10/04/2014




Page 2 of 3 |

mornings Christchurch Press article about Religious education in schools, in the hope
you will be able to respond with your understanding of the concerns of many

"Generation X" people and in my view the majority of Gen Y people coming through.

My concern is the ridiculous concept in New Zealand that one can separate the secular
~ from the spiritual. The article makes the comment that it is inappropriate in Maori
culture to separate secular and spiritual. Well, it is inappropriate in most cultures
worlwide to make this separation. Only a modernist western worldview would attempt

to do such a thing.

are observing a growing conservatism in society. Among others rend hag

As Prime Minister, committed to representing New Zealand faithfully I am sur&
f 0

observed in the recent NZ Lifestyles survey released by the U
growing aspect of this, accepted almost without question a
recognition that humnas are spiritual beings. Although thi

g is the
ot nec
translate into Christianity most people under 40 today would grofes§o S%e form of
spirituality in their lives. %

The Select Committee note a concern that stg gkt a ¢ the law by
including religious practices in the school d 301 a oubt that this has been
S ¢ MOA

ut because an Underlying
4 S0

Principle in our NZ Health Curricul Mpwell-being) which inlcudes
the four elements of physical, mengal, 2l apd NI nl. The model is that these are
like four walls of a house, without a e *-Q’QB

is not just a Maori concept b gest adp@s
tyring to include this Heal W
breaking the law in doi

7
i

: %’nsight into our changing culture and wisdom

I do hope that yo
about the humap ¢ on frect this bizarre push to convince our children that
spirituality c&f parated Ot from the rest of life.

Sim@f @f
S0
Dio@%& Adviser
Dir iaM
O°

Aile///c:/cm 7 ‘AppData/LLocal/Microsoft/Windows/T... 10/04/2014
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Dear

Thank you for your email of 24 August 2006 concerning religious instruction and
observances in state schools. The Prime Minister has asked me to respond on her behalf.

Education law dating back to 1877 requires that the teaching in all New
and intermediate schools is entirely of a secular character. On this bagly] ¥6i
and observances may be offered by schools only during periods whk

whole, a class or classes, are considered closed for the purposes S

There has been no recent change in the law and teaching in tHede schoolstperef§i$ continues

to be secular in nature. Equally, for parents who wish childfen posed to some
religious instruction or observances, the option pe ailgble. ny schools to
participate in these activities outside of school hou@

Although the New Zealand national anthem u‘@ avefe
not function as a religious observance and NS\ vstead

.- Yound

identity. Accordingly, there are no regffict
state primary or intermediate school@
I thank you for taking the tim N c(@ss
Yours sincerely @ é? @
S gre

j ¢ ot@ 0

Like od (as you note), it does
i ression of civic or national
sing of the national anthem in




From: .

Sent: Monday, 28 August 2006 11:11 a.m.
To:

Cc:

Subject: FW: Religious Education

Hi .
I have been told by in legal services to forward this query directly to you for a
response.

Ka kite

From: '

Sent: Friday, 25 August 2006 6:11 p.m.

To: ,

Subject: RE: Religious Education <§E§:> <:é§§;:>

I would suggest that you go directly <:)

> to the ) TN

> school concerned, to seek clarification. I und hat ‘éf

> be times that different religious groups visi an S

> copies of publications to students, but that 1 0

> voluntary basis, held during a lunch brea er” school.

Thank you,

My question really is: is it Ministry cati ¥y that schools have to ask parents
if they will allow their childrep fd\be pres h as session.

Can you please answer that o <::::>
I will also check with .
Thanks %: :

pe¢low, I would suggest that you go directly to the school

NS cation. I understand that there may be times that different
chools and offer copies of publications to students, but that this

y basis, held during a lunch break, or before or after school.

If you are

fo get clarification or a satisfactory response from the staff or
principa may wish to write directly to the Board of Trustees for clarification.
Ka et

SchooTIs Development Officer

From: . ) ) R
Sent: Thursday, 24 August 2006 11:41 a.m.
To: Enquiries Dunedin

Subject:, Religious Education




Hello

My Year 9 son recently came home from his state secondary school with a copy of the New
Testament.

He told me all Year 9 students were given a talk and offered a copy of this book on the
way out. He said that they were not given the option of not attending.

This is the first time I had heard about this. Is the school supposed to inform and seek
consent first from parents before students attend such talks?

Thanks

A
S
<
S6
VO »
&0
P
S AN
O
o)
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Dear

Thank you for your letter of 25 August 2006 concerning religious instruction and observances

in state schools. The Prime Minister has asked me to respond on her behalf.
and intem%
ffer, io

ole, §'\class)or

Education law requires that the teaching in all New Zealand state pri
schools is entirely of a secular character. Schools may, however, ¢
instruction and observances during periods where either the schqo

classes, are considered closed for the purposes of secular teachin
ools

There has been no recent change in the law and teaching ip-these efo1;continues
to be secular in nature. Equally, for parents who wish ildren sed to some
religious instruction or observances, the option i1 avail } any schools to
participate in these activities outside of school hour

nstwticted at a Christchurch

a
Finally, I would note that the prayer room @
school without the approval of the then M N Edudatt o advised at the time that

)
this was an inappropriate use of public :

Thank you for taking the time to put y cer, @g.
Yours sincerely @: : @

Steve Mahar

Minis d\x\@& ati< V




Dear .

Thank you for your letter of 29 August 2006 concerning religious instruction and observances
in state schools.

In response to your request for material that ‘states explicitly what es ar Sta.
schools and whether there are any exceptions for integrated schools’ d encldged

. e asummary of the different rules applying to different in Velsian

e all relevant legislative references from the Educatiop-Acts N4 andN989;

> on religious

e a copy of advice provided to the Ministry ¢ v own Law Office in
2005 on the impact of the New ZealafichB ights Met~on the provision of
religious instruction and observances hool <

Please note that the Crown Law Office
in accordance with Cabinet rules.

There is no ruling that allows @m
I hope that this informatiu@ fuge
Yours sincerely




Dear

Thank you for your email of 29 August 2006 concerning religious instruction and
observances in state schools. The Prime Minister has asked me to respond on her behalf.

Education law dating back to 1877 requires that the teaching in all N é ar
and intermediate schools is entirely of a secular character. On thii%k ioys ikstiug
e [ Q
gct¥ar

and observances may be offered by schools only during peri%

-whole, a class or classes, are considered closed for the purpos - teaching

There has been no recent change in the law and teaching [ese schools re continues
to be secular in nature. Equally, for parents who wj sik.child xposed to some
religious instruction or observances, the option i i many schools to

This does not mean, however, that chil
cultural history’ as you state in your
between religious instruction and o
and religious education, which involve

. ‘\
MR AN
$\§ gtation of information about religion.

{4 seQulpf teaching and can be taught through
Multiding the health and physical education and

Religious education is entirel atible
several parts of the New Ze cul
social studies curricula.

ident.

In this way, New Zead i1l able to gain exposure to the current and historical
place of religion i nd go-di

i i he cultural, literary, moral and legal ideas related to
this through theycu m occur in a ‘prayer free’ secular environment.
I thank you g s timg to put your concerns in writing and trust that this information
will b W ouzi
V @e Maharey

Minister of Education
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-7 . New Zealand

Dear”

Thank you for your letter of 29 August 2006 regarding religious instruci#of, gnd obsery
in state schools.

As you may be aware, since we met a decision has been madeABtNg\isSde an M} STy of
Education guidelines to schools about religious instructio observagces. \ We will,

however, continue to provide advice on a case-by-case bgsis abo

Trustees may offer religious instruction and observanc y that 3\EQusis

New Zealand Bill of Rights Act. The ministry’s Vie@ hat ¢ e’best practice in
i

this area has not changed since our last meeting, apd
schools that request our advice in the future. Q
Thank you once again for your letter. @ %
Yours sincerely @
Martin Conne é%

Senior Man

Educatioe Man ent W

@%
IS




Dear

behalf.

Education law dating back to 1877 requig
primary and intermediate schools is ¢

ffored ¥
where either the school as a whele, y :
purposes of secular teaching,

continues to be secul
exposed to some rgh
many schools to i

Thank you for your letter of 30 August 2006 re religio tion and
observances in state schools. The Prime Mini h d ' ond on her

A
v

4 @ - éea@ New Zealand state

ckgracter. On this basis,
gsitools only during periods
‘e considered closed for the

or
‘ éntt'teaching in these schools therefore
@v O parents who wish their children to be
Qr-observances, the option remains available in
tivities outside of school hours.

i Vﬁn Qlace ious instruction and observances apply equally to
\e¥f's and a& ended to exclude any one religion in particular.

ow time to put your concerns in writing and hope that this
i to you. :

Steve Maharey
Minister of Education




From: , B B
Sent: Wednesday, 30 August 2006 229 p.m.
To:

Subject: RE: Religious Education

Secondary schools are not legally required to seek

> the

> consent of parents (or students, if aged over 16) for participation in
> any religious instruction or observances they may provide. It is,

> however, good practice to do so.

Thanks for your comprehensive reply, : ;g

My fourteen-year-old said he wasnt asked if he wished to attend

but t is
ol. I a y for my

One of my concerns is that schools may call it 'religious e
"Christian education': this happened at my daughter's pri
children to be taught about all the different main religid¥ns the @qrld vlong with the

choices they have to be an atheist or an aghostic but to be ' \Jjust the
Christian 'perspective'.

Thank you orfe;again- @ @
. @Z é

&0

&
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New Zealand
Dear

Thank you for your letter of 1 September 2006 regarding religi instructio
observances in state schools.

3 Q b \
Zealand’s 326 state-integrgt6e ) Erals
religious nature, thus pro «‘Q;' 3 {Mithex .i choice for parents who wish their children to
receive a non-secular . o

On this basis, the i of does not consider that there is any need to broaden
the provision fpr rgligivus in n and observances that already exists within the public
education s

Thé%%@kin iiw put your concerns in writing.
n@
l; artin Connelly

Senior Manager
Education Management Policy




