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Thank you for your email ol 6 August 2000 to the Mindstry™n ncatiofi] nigies Centre
regarding religions instruction in primary schools. Pl

As you are aware, religious instruction in primury 2 _
ol trustecs decide if their schaol Wwill 0ifer religipus-nloed raatty'in consullation with®

instiuclion at the schoal.

The Ministry ol Education is 1ng
nstroetion, You may wish fo

I amn eoncerned that yo
children and some a awal fom veligious instruction, T suggest you
speak with your scho irst instance to resolve thig issue, If you arc still
unhappy, you sho h;l;,x e tn% ik al lrustees of your childeen’s scheol, ontlining your

CAN1CeIn s,

Thanlc }%lmy g thur thouglhts,

O

%"ﬂnﬂ zh

cipg Croup Manager




From: _

Sent: Wednesday, 15 January 2014 12:28 p.m.
To: g

Subfect: RE: Bible Stidlss, Saint Heliers Schonl
Hi

This is an ongoing concern for the schoal, 1 have dealt with this issue on two oocasions with both the Board and the
Frincipal.

—The-parent who is taking-thedssueto the Human Rights-Gommission-isvery narrow in his understandingoftle——

legislation. The Board has reviewed |15 policles and procedures and has obvlously continsing o provide ious
Educatlen toyears 1 and ? Students

They are not breaking the law and have heen very carcful to follow the policles qf l. ﬁ®1 has
been held by the Board and iy understanding is that there is an overwhelm A aht fro 5 that the RE
programme cantinues. 1 will forward thils communication to the school and ral anipask thag hw supplhy us
with @ copy of their procedures and pelicias an RF, &

s,

has alerted me that this parent |s wanting some answe I\; to
Cheers Q &

Mindstey of BduraHon

Senior ﬁ;:iﬁsm' - :
Edueation Currimmlim ad Perlormmes Pe
Mavngmwlin Noctlwm Repgional Opecalfif
Tl 4 e 5 Building % %“
Cru Kdwin Strect psd Mo 13

Mt Tl
Privale Bug 92644 = )
Syrnemeds Slrael :

Aty _ mrmimed govt.ne

AUCKLANTD ]

From: g
Sont: Wednhes
To: "
Subvject;

2014 11:33 aamn,
udies, Saint Heliers School

Hi
Cany lcle this up? See reply bobow, has also answered guerles [ike this in the past.

From: - “ |
Sent: Wednesday, 15 January 2019 11:30 a,m.

" To:
Subjeck: Bihle Studies, Saint Heliers School




| ®now this iz a bit of "hot potata” at the moment.

From: mamail.com)
Sent: Wednasday, 15 January 2014 10051 a.m.
To: Enquiries Auckland

Subject: Fwd: Bible Stidies, Salnt Heliers Schoo)

Hi

Our 2nd daughter is about fo start attending the school in year 0 in June this year. Ya!

| contacted you in 2011 when our eklest daughter started to attend STHaRiers School, &mal cxehange is bil%_
school was on TV 3 news, discussing hible studies at St Heliers Schoal, from what |
the issue wifi the both the principle ard the board, and now have taken the iss

& parertdrgmair
ier they have fliscussad
man rfimission, |
dor’t have more details at this stage.  ~ . . ; 2
| am an concerned parent and just want to understand what the r]ghts@atians @nl are before our 2nd
2. that thers are altematives to religious study.,

daughter joins the school this year.
- r_ rbeen told officially by
3., what the scope and toples are thal will be cove

For our first daughter, | had no idea tha o8 was ?n and that the school had to provide equivalent care
as the school is not officially closed : to baslcally plead with the principle to get an
cally the child was put into the ELS room (English as a

aiternative care to be provided. Th
secand language), giver art m a@; ol frawings for the 1 hour, Giver that the school was not officially
L] |

shut, | think all the above is b Tisfry 85,
3 : ey
As a result of this, | g ronfused on igations of the school when it comes to bible studies,

1. Does th die t@;ﬁvise parents that the school is shutting for regions studies, and how should they

do th|<?§\/ 7
2. Does the %)Qﬁmar state what topics will be covered by religious studles and adviso parents in writing of

ch
this?

3. 1f ji 15 not officially shut, what sort of care needs (o be provided for those not attending?

s

1 Ll . . . ] -\-‘-\-‘-\-"‘-1
1, the school is officially closing for religious studie %

4.0 chool have fo officialiy state that there is an alternative to bible studies?
Mane of the above is happening in our school which | find guile alarming,

Reus,




On 23 Seplember 2011 11:34, liFminedn, govt. ne wrote:

Good morking

‘Tha ministry guidelines are as follows:

1, A board of frustess can decido to closa the schaal for up to 80 minutes per waek o offer refigious ins&

2, For this time, the scheol js technically "closed”, Your child is therefore HCZ@@M w.\;?@)ﬁ
3. The board of trustees, usually through its p|‘in6ipal, must notify &bt is %ﬁ schaal far this specific

purposs, %
4. Parents have the right ta withdraw their child fran % 5 ingkr ‘fﬂ:-l hay should notify the school of their
decision in writing, i 5 g% *§

5. The school has a responsibility of ¢ en i af schaol but not partisipating In the pragramme, This
means that they should be supervi : Atter school, ie playground suparyvislon. The school |

nct obliged to provide an altern?iz : ; 000l is technically closed),
Any concerns you ha e board@n to close the school for this purpose should be refered o lhe

chairperson of the b rogedural mater should be referred to the principal
| hope ur@
[ind rcga@@%

Senior Advisor | Education Curriculum and Performance | Ministry of Education | Northern Region |
Privatn Bag 92644, Symonds Strook, Aucklond 1150, New Zealand | DO
Crnadl @minceu.govt.nz | Websito www, minedu.govlng

3




Frum ; ) i

Sent: Thursday, 22 Seplember 20711 9:56 a.m,

Ta: Enguidrles Auckland

Subject: Fwcl: bible studies at St Heliars Primary Schaal

i,

T sent the below email (o the peneral etnail address but have not had any leedback. \/E

Tust wondering i this is anything you cun help wilh? 3\@

4@

Reqs, g % @
susmmennes Forwarded message ---—--— @

From: ) .

Drate: 9 September 2011 14:33

Subject: bible studies al 51 Helicrs Primary Sc

Ta: infof@mminedu,govt.nz

Hi,
Our d’mghtc.l attends St Held %J rSche St Heliers, Aucldand. She iavear ] and has been
altending sinee the stagt of N

a x
‘E dies¢lass on every wednesday for 1 hour, 1 did not pay much allention

Wenolieed that yea )
1 same friends of owr who have childien in other schools in

{o (his, but thendas diswdasi
Auclkiand v

i g a@? “padtie sehools do not tun any form of bible studies as the pubic schiools were not
ool h -

They
meant

ligious siudies
Can you ple % it'this is correct? |f this is correct, they why is 8t Heliers Primary School run bible
sludies? ;

Rugﬂ@
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View Worldlow C_':*') Page 1 of 3
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Contact Management System [ [ |8

Christchureh Bast Schaol ErguingGovernance Religious Education, 16-Falb-2012

) O [
0. Active Statust Closed ID: 294771
| Lodged By: Dake Ladged: :‘(;;FEIJ-ED 12 11144
1., C o -
i Lask Changad By: Date Changed: i:;]uu-?t” 2 G
Start Date: ifriiFr:'h-?.Eli?. 114 cakogory: i
Citstomer Datails | &\
Z S e
| Nama: T s e A A it t@;;i |
Ul'i;a nisation:
Aeldrass:

Phone (Work):

Cellphone: (.;\
| AFER

Actual Start Dabe: % M@ W

Select Schaol fprtead -7 |/ o

Sh: 4 Qi}\\} MoE ;ii‘fm Facility | Eunei
f—a@ Mumber Advisor Type Type
@) | vor | PP |00
%  Ehristchurch | 3317 Primary | State
1 East Schoaol , Full

%Elli dvisor:
a&gﬁ

< o
pe: Pareqnk

@% act Details:
IFT H +
x /YCall Type Enipuliry B
Enter Key Words: Categony Subjeck Topic |

Q : 2 | Guvemance | Religious Education | {Unspecified) |

& S
& .

n-
[y

Isste or Regliest: wanted Informakion ahout parents' rights under Seclions
77 - 79 argund the Bioles in Schoal programime.

hitp:ifknowledgebase.minedu goving/Shared/Workflowlive/FiveGeneric- View.asp?ID...  9/04/2014
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Mext Minlstry Action {0 Furier Actlar
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Ministry’s Responsc:

School *s Response
(rewly added fAeld):
Risk: Loy

£ny hlah or critical risk must be "Also Motified" to TL/LOM/ECP Manager

Provided Information abaut parents' and schaaol's dghts,

I'age 2 of J

Related CMS:
Actual .
g Contact Contact Call
Sttt MMarre Type Type
Date: ! Be

Enter
Key
Words

-|Me-recordsto display: — ———

%@

R
(@)

Create An Actlon:
1 1gn= af

Description @h ort
[y

) [temq\q;{\J

her

[nstroctions -

N\

Craate 4 File Nota:

N _
Nunmu/;;g@ //(%57{:}1 itoms3 D tn 0 of 6,
Page ). of:

C

_p-‘

ctions Addditicnal
Rega
Arising E_Dmplalnt Motes
%10 display.
Page & of
Ma attachmants,
Action Officer: F
Escalation 1:
Escalation 2:
Escalation 3
Alsa Nobify:
Cal!en rIaJ meile ' Weebkday, Bam-5pm
Currenk Stata: 1. Closecd
Df4/2014




Yiew Workflow

Action Log o defd Netde,
R RS S .
State Actuaf Pate Logged By Details Collapsz All Expand All
0 (el 1141 A0 Woriffow added, assigned fo
] 16-Feb-2012 11:44 AM _ Handoffta
FYT.

0 21-Jun-2012 9:46 A _

Papc 3 of3

Progressed to 1, Closad, aﬁ'@nc? o

htp:/flinowledgebase. minedu.govt.nz/Shared/Workflowlive/TiveGeneric-View.usp?ID...  9/04/2014



View Workflow

Contact Management System

Chiistchurch East School Ouigoing Governance Operational, 2 8-Mar-2012

Page 1 of 3

Add Note... r#fsmrﬁ,.__—ﬂ_e@

S0510:A07F03 B
0. Active Stahirs: Closed 1B 7703
I Lodgead By: Date Lodged: iﬁiMar—m}Z Eals
1. Closed .
ST Last Changed By: Data Changad: CAd-un2mzei
AH
Start Date: AMA-ZZBOS  Category: e

Cerstomer Datails

Ragiest Dotalls I

Namao:z

Organisation:
Addross;
Phone (World:

Cellphone:

Actual Skart Data:

Il Type:

Enter Koy Waords:

Issue o Reguest:

Select School for
Sh; Q

O
mﬁ& A%
@}Eﬁz m\)
\f_'&w MoE L:E'nfw Facility | Fundi
ﬁ:m Mumber Type

East Schonl ;

ristchurch | 3317

Ardviser

! Primary !Stale
i Full

MZSTA Industrial Adviscr

OLlkgiesng

= [ Govermancs

Call

Caiegory

Sublect

Tapic

Operational

{Unspeciflad) |

fior a nquick update on Choh East dus Ba pending
Intervention. comrments:

http:linowledpebase.minedu.govt nz/Shared/ WorldflowTFiveFiveGonerie- View.asn?13.. 9042014
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Mothina there thisyear, © : Nome |
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Required:
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n School’™s Responsa_ e e i i e
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Risle: ' Lo
o ﬁ;;v high ar critical ristt must be "Also Notified" to TL,I"-LU!I't'I.’EEP_r—'[anag er /<’
Fat
;. <
o Ralated CHs: o . ] Eriap \\\>
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Start K
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oS " /\v P i N A
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— -
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Furiher
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Ne. W
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Sy 5
%\y
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\v @ Mo records Lo display, _
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W
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Ezealation 12 '

Eecalation 2:
Escalation 3:

Also Notify:
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Page 3 of 3

View Workflow
Calendar Profila: Weeliday, Bam-5pm
Current State: 1, Closed
Actlon Log Add Nefa...
State Actual Dato Logged By Details Collapse Al Bxpand Al
. g 28-Mar-2012 B;05 Al © Wonlftow sdded, assignadfo. I
D 21=00r20T270:34 AN Pragressed fo-IrDioscd-assignod fo &

2
- ' &@%

Iitp:ffknowledgebase. minedu.govinz/Shared/WorldlowTive/FiveGeneric- View.asp?ID...  9/04/2014




File note 26/03/2012
Christchurch East School

1—NZ5TA

in

STA is aware therc have been on % plaj s%rd re Bible In Schools
‘programme with a number of paye in f\ 510 be removed from the

Spoke o by phone-for-an-update regarding Christchurch East-due to
pending Intervention.

Commeants:

No Involvement at the school this year. i @ &
S L DUt of acoel @ @

school.

o B {(STA) w @usiy' Od ith the school and may have
further information. @ QQ

ol




10 Cctober 2012

--=  Dearl - - - - e

__Thank yau for wtiting to_the Minister of Education about the teaching of religion in _
schuals, The Minister has asked me to respond ko your letter. ﬁg

You have provided a very good overview in your letter of what is

Zealand Curricufum for science education. The key component of
curriculum is the Mature of Sclence. This is how students |
stlentists worl and how to apply science [ thelr everyd

While all schools can offer education about religief /a5

Education Act 1964 prohibits the teaching of-a-pacieiar el

b (]na ‘ ;
intermediate schools must be ‘entirely ofy @ o This does not apply to

secondary and composite schools whtchimychoose de religion |n the |ife of
their schoals. 3
In primary and intermedialte s i es wish to offer rellgious
instruction or observance do so for up to 20 hours in any

schoal year. When thi unsidered closed. The Ihstruction and
nhservances ara allbsh

instructors only, a C .

= : _
Some paren teHb alte , state "secular” education. They can choose to
send theipach ol ett’or deslgnated character schools which have an

haracteryjich may be religious In nature. Such schools can offer
lopand observances as appropriate, hut student participation in
1a\ﬁ%?j§?

[
A5 Iy ional as In other types of stale schooling.

i BOf provisions our young people are getting the best education In
ill allowing for parental choice.

- Q rances Kelly

Group Manger
Ministry of Education
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- ) - = e - T HINE
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Actual Start Dabe: ‘f’j\ﬁu

Select School fo 1

Lead Facility | Fundi

Q andac S Soninl
% é‘_\\r\\/ Murmber Advisor ' Type Type
|

C}&ﬂlﬂﬂthutdi | 3317 : ! Pritnary i Slake

(

East Scloal . | Ful

/-‘

& @

% Il Type: = ulgolng
Enter Koy Wards: - Category | mll:l]{:ct J lopic

S, AR S

%i?j},

Aopuinlee
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Issua or Raguasi:

Rty Hlenmwtrdedhase mined u.vovi s/ Shared/ Work NowFive/FiveCicnerie-Vicw.aso P10, %04/2014




View Workllow Page 2 of 3

Mext Ministiy Action Letter/Email
Required:

Ministry's Response;  copy of emall sent attached

School’s Responsa
fnowly addod ficld):

Risl: Medlum
Any high ot critlcal def must be "Also Motified"” to TLfLOM/ECP Manager

Relatad CMS:
T e s ] (L R e Ht’l’l]ﬁf_ Contact - 'Cﬂﬂta ct— _EE!“ = EI"I"[EI'
it P atr Type Ty Key
Date sP P | \ards

- D T o rerortls o display. ___ _ f( o

Croato An Ackion:

1
Dios

— i recor

m"% —

1 vJ.of 1, itoms 0 2o O of &
N E

-‘-\-\--‘-\-‘-ﬁ -

Page 1 of |

Creata & Flle Nobe: 4

clions | Is Additional
Arising | Complaint | Motes

Q e display, e e
b@@%@@

Reia

> >
%ﬁ?‘ﬂﬂﬂ;ﬂ&j%
Py

Author Date Changed Attached By Date Attachad
15-0g-2012 R L o 5 Sl R AP
T2 - 15-0ci-20012 7253 Ak

Action Offlcar:
Q * | Escalation 1=
@ Escalatlon Z¢
Escalation 3:
Also Naotify:

Calendar Profile: Weaekalay, Bam-5pm

Corrent Stata: 1. Closed

Tibin s i el et ra i os smaimardo sl saerd Qo] T b e T T ornd T onert s Vi assr naniTY QindsaNTAa




Vicw Worldlow

AcHon Log I

Page 3 of 3

Aded flota...

State Actuaf Dsfa

a 15-0ck-2012 7:50 AM

Logaed By Datafls Collapse All Expand All

T Werkfiow added, asslgned to

bttt flrnnorladnstoos minadn oot n".-|"Q1-1n|-|=Lr.'|.l"“.lrnrbﬂﬁurrl‘i'q_rp” el trneriosMiosr aen'M 1

02000 4




T e s =

From: .

Sent: Monday, 15 Cctober 2012 7230 a.m.

To: Wichael Ronde!

Subject: RE: Complaint on the grounds of religion

Thanks Milke
Could you follow this up with Maria Hansen at HRC today please? Her DD s

Thanlks

Fveny child and evsny stucent lsaming and achigving every day. |5 1d, he akoranga, ha whakatitukin

Opporinniy plus ingiovation {o cnhanes education across greater {

e fe omgpiin ot e wrhokaredfia te Mataurange e Wollalee wha \:> @)%

_ hitpe/ fshapingedneation mineduo. govt s
From: Michasl Rendel [mailto:Michael.Rondeld, \%‘“> \)/
Sent: Friday, 12 Cetober 2012 9:43 a.m.

To:
Subjact: RE: Complaint on the grounds of rgh

Altached Is the letier | roferred ln e s signed copy at the School but Mike assures mie this
was sent. | can also confirm Mike the i ' NEIE I'ICITIfIEd at the time this was erigipally raised.

--._

Can you please conflrm yekar E? £ tha i Maria directly or i you want me to discuss this with your Iegdl
teant first?

ﬁ%
\\J

/r l@minedu.govt.nz]

Frami;

Sent: ihLII“&.da',r, gy 2012 8:04 a.m,

To: Michael R

Subject: P\ Len the grounds of religlan

Impoita
Mikie @)

Can you call me about this please?

| werk Monday - ‘Thursdsy; Yoo - £pm




Every chlld and every student learming and achleving every day, ka8, be slaranga, ke whakatutukings, &, ta temaill, &, ke tavirs.

Opporivaity ploo irmovation to enhaace education acvoss greaker Christchureh

M i emyttad b ko Wwhakaretfia te Matouranga ki Waltolha widma”
hito S fshapingedicatintgmined . soving

Fromn: Marfa Hansen [
Sent: Tuesday, 9 Oclober 2012 1:27 p.m,
Subjeck: RE: Complalnk on Lhe grounds of religion

Hella" ; — _

. | am contacting you about this maiter becauze we have not bean able to get the SchoolAphes
phone ealls to the principal and the chair of the brard bul a5 yet not received any re

¥
indication of 3 willingness (or otherwise] to mediate. 1t is now shomonths since we ngiiH

reminder letter to the principal In lune,
e, {5 saienno 1&%&&;“ g, eithelr |
o cotild éh%i up. s mast

5o, | am taking the unusual step of conlacting you, | wonder whether Lhg
Wellington ar in Chifstchurch whe has a contact at Christchurch East Sef
unusual that we are lgnored by a school in this way.

EBest repards

Marfa % @/
Waria Hansen Mediator %

Hum=an Riahte Crmmission
o { Fax G4 03 35 O
FHELI‘I 1179 uuﬂﬂ 3?8 254

PO Box 1578
Christchurcn 5140
'%a

This email {including alk
the named addresses. Ui lal.
sent to you in 2ol IF yeu r i errar, pleasze let us know by reply email, delste it fram

your systern and des ynpies.

From

Sent: Wed Y ..

Ta: Marl

Ceoz Mart rgan'; Cecella O'Dall
het ¢ronmngls of religion

Subject: KL

IIi Maria

Q .

Senlor Boliclior | Legal Services
Peaoplz and Businesa Capphility [ Ministryr of Education

&, Welington §011 | waaersinedu.gogt,nz
z




A

oty

HIHITTAY RFF FOUCATION
T sk B EnE

This rmesage, and any altsched documend, may be confidential infurnalion and mey alsr be subteck fo fepsl profossional prvifegs, i you ane ol
the intendad reclpient, sny use oF dischestne of this omailis wnalthariseac, I vou have received s amail in err please nofify me Immadiately and

nelele tha sinall.

From: Cocelia O'0ell [mailts.

Sent: Wednesday, 4 Aptil 2012 6:37 p.m. o
Ta:

Ces f@erownlaw.govt nz';

Subject: Complainl on the grounds of refigion

i @
| rafer you o the attached letter natifying the schooland ROT about this matter, @
a

Please lat WMaria Hanzen ' linow whether you intend to resped

Eiciﬁln
B %1

1idiation.

flea mihi

Cecalin O Duli—
i ediatar

DHCLATHLR:
THS e-matl el b aftachments) aay cenbain intoanstion wlicl =
Peliitlatiy iz ook responstble For changes mede §o ' anal] after we've §
s bl Dol yoessnges.
Thanl you.

Mt 2oy ot vedlect the Minisiry of Edueation's view, The
i [ by miataliz, plerse veply tu the i Tinistey drmmedialely

IRSCLATMETL: Q

This el {ineluling sttachmuals) may contaig funelvhicly, ftind o legally privieged ol oy nat vefleet Do Kinksiey of Tducalions view, The
Mhilstry s nob e ble For changes mads 40 bﬁ] WEie -& EFyou Live revedved flils ekt by misialo, please veply fu he Miklsty immedinleip
sl Aelete both messiges. N

Thatle yonl.

ancl v allbanhmonts are contidentiz]. IE you have
wrbisy ua temodiately wnd note tnat any storage, use o
# znd may be mnlawfol. We enderse no advice or opinion
thal, 18 not the spbicct of a conbract belwenn the
nt 0% responsibility Tor aay loss or damage censed To your
ibr. hoso communicaling with ns by clectronlo mail will be
v risks sssovisbed with inbercopticn, amsndment, lnss or
fyery. BRO Wew wealand Ltd, & New Zealand Timitod liab:lidity
“unn Internsbioonl Limited, & UK company limited by guarantes,
he lntornationsl BDD network of indspendsnl membss firma. BOO Naw
nul nssociation of independenl member Cirms which opevalc as

il

[Miaclaimer: This o
rocailved it dn
didnlosure is
ootainescd i

ayslemns
thaemed

conmpany, AE s
and forms pax

Eealand |5 %
separslbe , et ildon. DOO iz Lhe brand nsms for the B0 natwork and for cach of the
BIMY Peng ms. Ploaze wiait Lhe BODO webaile at wwa dulo.coonz fox inTormaticn on the

nervic@m. your local dndepcndenl menbor’ timm provides.




From:

Sent: Monday, 156 Gotober 2012 748 a.m.

To:

Supject: FWY: Complaint on the grounds of religion
Attachments: 2012101 2093414042 pdf

Kia ora

| have spoken to the Christchurch East Commissioner and his response is below, | have asked him to spealk

to Maria Hansen at HRC today. ) _ _

. He provided some background —
In Junefluly the principal contacted HRC to advise a Commissioner had been

the issues he would ha looking at was Bible in Scheols (Bis). | understand t
to HRC with nrogress.

The Commissioner planhed to meet with the complainant to discuss hére
mote pressing work for the school took priority,

The Commissioner decided that given tha level of concern a
fram the school forterm 4 with a full review planned for 20

ard ape
apLne :f hacl
'utHE ut other

ild be withdrawn
delivery are heing

My notes show that the ' @

The complainant has also made a number of co @ ol out a variety of matters and has
been referred to the Conmlssioner for respm@ :

Tho complainant has recently requested informe o WSt

provided,

The Commissioner has met with the e
discuss other complalnts she has Ia
the Commissioner, He continuegTon
role. ((2

%n to enlinace editeation seceas greater Chridichneeh

heleareifte te Matuwanga ki Waiteha whinu”
thedt, minedun. povt, e

"t fe angth
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From: iMichael Rondel [mallta: ]
Sen~ "~ 1% Nckober 2002 543 a.m.

Tor

Subjecy: ke, cwedplaint on the graunds of religlon

HI




Attached s the letter | referred Lo vesterday, We didn’t have a signed copy at the Schocl but Milke assures me this
was sont, | ean also canfirm Mike tells me the insurers were notified at the tima this was ariginally raised.

Can you please confirm you are no O that | contact Maria directly or if you want me to discuss this with your lagal
team first?

Many thanlks
Mile

Froni: . tminedu.govt.nz]
Senk: Thursday, 11 October 2012 8:04 a.m. 3 _
Ta: Michael Ronda!
Subject: FWW: Complaint on the grounds of rellglon
importance: High

Can you call me about this please?

| i

Fuery child and every sludant leamlng and achioving every day. la g, bz akor

Cpportnuity plus inooevation te enhonee educaiige abybe

Freeer Lo epagpides liol Tea whaokareifia te Matauranga b

hitpf fshapingedocatioh.minedn. povt iz
L —
|'eljg1@

e we have not been ahle to get the School to respond, | have made
he hoard but as yet nol recelved any response to the complaint, ur any
‘o mediate. [tis now six months since we notified. ' followed up witha

From: Matla Hansen [
. Senk: Tuesday, 9 Ockoher 2012 13
Subfect: LE: Complaint on the gr

Hello

Lam contacling you pho
phonsa calls to i i

of contacting you. . Iwohdor whether theye is sameone in yaur effice, eitherin
who has ocontact at Cheistehurch East School whe could chasa this up, i most

by & school in this way,

Wellington orn C
unusual that w e

Best repar
iaria

Maria Hansen Mediator
Hur= - Peeission

ool Tax 64 05 353 0659
FREEEFHUME UsUD 378 254

PO Box 1578



Christchurch 8140

This email (including all attachments) may contain personal informatlon and is intended solely for
the named addressee. It is confidential. Confidentiality s not waived or lost bscause this email has been
gant to you in error. If you have received it in error, please let us know by reply email, delete it from
your systerm and destroy any copies.

Fron.. _ .
Sent: Wednesday, 11 April 2012 11:29 a.m.

To: Marla Hansen
O : i S Cecella O'Dell

Subject: RE: Complalnt on the grounds of religion
[T Maria % &

Benior Soliciter | Legal Services
Paanle apd Business Canabilitv | Ministrv of Hducation

SMellingd

O
nay vact (o legal professlanal priviege. I yout are hot
i emall i siror pleass notife me mmediately and

PN i

MIHIETEY OF EOUVCATION

Filaba rErssmnnge

This mossage, and eny slached doecunrenk, may ba conlidential ol
tha intended raciplent, any Use or disclosure of ihiz eriall s un
dalele Mo cmal,

Frnm':. Cecelia O'De g&
Sent: Wednesday, 4 Apill 2012 G: ?@

Ta: Jan Broalkwell:

EE;Jjncl:: Carmplaink on@ 15 of religid
Hi lan, .
| referyou @ :

Please let BnsenAsL S ) whether you Intend to respond or patticipate in mediation, -

Mga mihi

Cecella O

MSCLAINER:

Whig e-wnall fincluding sttichmenls) ming condaln Infocmealion which i confidentln
Rlimistry is nof pesponsible fro changes made to this el afterye’ve send il 0y
ol Aelete hodh messages,

Tlanle yoe,

1 or lewally poivileged and miy oot veflect the Bilnl:fry of Tducation’s viei, 1 e
w Tave wecelved 1 e-ennd] by mistake, plosse veply do the Minisicy fmmedlately




DISCLATMHIR:

ThEy e avail {ineluding attzehments) may contain information which 45 confiden izl o degally privilerad mnd wiageand veflee| e Malstey of Fdacatlon's views The
Ministry iz oot rerpansiiile v elnnges nnde (o iz amadl afler webye sealif 1Eyan vy vecvived this comail by mickale, please coply to the Ministry immediaiey
and delete hagh neessis,

TRanls yuu,

Disolaimar: Thise communication arnd aay attachmenbs are confidenbial. TP you have
roduived Gb o in error please notify us immediately and note that any storageo, uss ox
disclosnre 13 strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. We endorse no advles or opindeon
contained in this communicalbion that is not the subject of a controct between the
recipiont and ca, We aecepi no vesponsibility ftor any leoss or damago caused to your
ayalens by this commurnicoticr. YWhose copmunicablng with us by elechronio mall w11 I
deansd to have zoceptod tho risks asasocialed Wb LD dnleroeplion, amamdnent, Toss on
late or incoemnplete delivery. BDD Wow Ecaland Lbd, 2 Wew Zealand 1liwliod liability
company, 18 a medbher of BOR Tnlbsrpational Limited, a UK company limited by quarantes,
and forms pacl of Lhe Lilerpalional BRO network of independent member firms. BOO MNew
healand—is-a national aasaclablon—o™independeni—nenbes £irns which opetate as—
separate logal enlities, B3DO 14 Lhe brand naoe foxr the BDO network d for eact
BLoy Mamhber Firms. Pleasc wigit the BDO webslle al wew. bdo.oo,ss T i l_(_}f‘rl]&ll_.%

sarvians bhal yourn locel indepsndent member tizm provides. % (:;_2)
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' ini the Heart of the Gity

; '-'.Hﬂfﬁ'aﬁ H‘Jﬁhtﬂ Commission
TE Box 1578
.CHHISTCHURCH

Dear Maria

Thank you for your letter dated 18 June 2012,

Our echigo! has récently had the Soard of Trustees dissolved by th&ﬁ
had & commissioner appointed in its place, !

£ &

f Educat ?{;? '

_ The commissioner will be reviewing the material relate ﬁs\
Regards @ &
ilee Agar §

T

Leanmisng widf. Heand
Christchurch East School, 311 Glod cester Strent, Christchurch
p: {(3) 3662440 1 (03} 37/ 5600 ¢ admin@chcheast.schoolnz Wi ww

RO
'r'.i,ch{:h gaskschool.nz
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From: . Anna Geling

Sent: Mandsy, 26 Movemnber 2012 9:34 a.m.

To: !

Subject: RE: Religlous instruction -clause 78 neads to be repealed

Sounds pretty good fo me-

Thanks

 Erom:?
Sent: Thursday, 22 November 2012 12376 p.

To: Anna Gellng
Subject: FW; Religious Instruction ~clause 78 needs to be repealed

[l ara Anna

How daes this sound?

Wb

From:.
Senk: Tuesday, 20 MNovember 2012 113

Ta:
Subject: RE; Religious InsLructions

Hi l'we had agod

eilh % rosponse [or this email. Thero's no work underway io repeal this
leglslation and unlikely {8

ppetite for hge inthis area, so unfortunately the raspanse s a kit bland. You'll

h [ilé@rnf&sior1 guidance on redigious ihstroction in schools. Do you think It
rigeler

sce Vve referred Ugthe |
waould be usefu /SEEWM in for schools ahout the reguirements in this area?
Regards, %

O

Thank yo - ermail cﬁ' 1 Movember 2012 regarding religious instruction in state primary schools.

Schivol &/af Trustees {Boards) have the discretion to decide how they implement the requirements of the
leglslation, including matters rekiting fo religious instruction and observance. As outlined in the Educalion Act 1964,
religious teaching in stato primary schools must be “entirely of 2 secular character” when the school is .open.

Relipious instruction or religious obscrvances, such as Bililes in Schools, can only occur in a primaty sthool-level

context when schools aro closed,




When deciding about class or schoal closure, Boards need to take account of thelr responsibilities under the New
Zealand Bill of Rights Act and the Human Rights Act and ensure that their actions do not result in discrimination -
whether direct or Indirect. Schools need to ensure that appropriate supervision and instruction is provided for

childran when the schaol is closed for religious purposes.

Although there are currently no plans La repeal section 78 of the Education Act 1964, there are clear guldelines for

sehools 1o follow when offering religious instruction.

The Human Rights Commission, in consultation with the Ministry of Education, has developed a useful resource
called Religion in Mew Zealond Schoals — Questions and Concerns, which I available on the Commission’s webslte:

httpeffwwew hre.co.nzfhre new/hire/emsffiles/documents/20-dan-2010 09-32-

frustees and students raced wifiseuas regarding religious Instruction iwschaols. —

T Pt ﬁ% (h
From: . i AN ] W
Sent: Thursday, 15 November 2012 12:14 p.m., %

:‘.‘: ﬁ_‘mna Geling O\}:‘\\? g %
&

M : Inslfic pm]_-t‘_f'auie_?ﬁ nEeds o be rﬂpﬂale \
Havlng read the email the correspondent appears m

! Eifg tho legislation, rather thanthe
way i which Religious Instruction 1s belng Implersited Sk \y!
N

Téna kog

re *
|5 this something you are able to advlse ghelassise with ?
\%&

Ma

To: 223
Cc: Seaq thifyd) Pa {Duneding
Subjeck: Refigi %cu an -clause 78 needs to be repraled
Hi
ichool,

Lthink If |
Can you plexse follow Up and draft a reply for me when you are In an Tuesday.
Thanl: you

Fil




From: Kathryn Palmar (Dunedin}

Sent: Friday, 9 November 2012 11:41 aum.

To: Anna Geling; Sean Wheeler

Ce: Enguirles Chiistchurch

Subject: FW; Religicus instruction -clause 78 needs to be repealed

For ECP action
Cnguires- nate has been assigned ECP Managess for reply

Kathryn

Fram: Enquiries Christchurch

Sent: Friday, & November 2012 11:34 a.m.

To: Kathryn Palmer (Dunedin)

Subject: FW: Religicus Insleuclion -clanse 78 neads to be repealed

Am@\//ﬁ @&
fs@ >

--

From: Enquirles Malional

Subject: [ Rellgl-aus instruction -clawvse 78 need?

Sent: Friday, 9 Movember 2012 9:54 a.m.
Tao: Engulries Chelslchurch
i neai

{’an =olileone pleasn help with th;?ﬁ:ﬁz@

Fi‘um “t—f/
Seni: Ihulsu:h;-'F 1 November zul

Toz Enquiries Mational
Subjeck: Re: Rellgious Instpuc sc bLinealed

Ministry of Eljl'l{‘ﬂti
PO B 1666

Wellfngtn

[* Novombor 2

@




To whatn it may concern,

| a1 writing to the Minlstry In regard to clause 78 of the Eduration Act (1864} that allows religlous instruction to
take place in state primary schools. Religlous instruction{RE), however well intended, creates a discriminatary
environment in the classroom and the school as a whole. Our childron have first-hand experience af how divisive
and prejudicial an influence Rl has in school and | ask that the dlause be repoied,

Bibla in Schools or any similar programime is incompatible with aims to provide a nen-discriminatory classroom
enviranment. Onee a week an adult, who looks very much like a teachar and is given the authorlly of a teacher s
Allowed to stand in frant of the class and promote their religious beliefs. There is no disclaimer befarchand to tell

Tha kids that thls person i not a eacher and that what they say may very well not be true. They are simply allowed

to proceed Lo encourage children to accept their opinions as fact.

The maost recant Census fizures Indicate that a little aver half of New Zealanders con
far as the children are concerned a little over half of them have their family's belt
school, and the rest are discouraged from asserting thomsclves as different. Bed
light on differences in beliefs at an age where childreh are very black and wi
included Is vitally important, Throw in lollics handed out ta the children wig atte
work? for those who do not attend and It quickly hecomes clear to the
preferantially tecated because of their religious beliefs, Religious 1
children startbringing-hibles to schootand-blogging an the school

schao! had Rl from the beginning and cpted out.
handed over for refigicus Instruction we folt ¢

iy husband and | have

proache haol g5 we noticed behavioural changes and anxiety in our son.
e had previousty not ;

e a fuss &6 wo fell It would cmphasise a difference between the children and -
] reasonably and [must emphaﬁseihat my letter is not about

‘nition is to illustrate the impact of allowing religious groups access to our
hange that protects a religiously nevtral school environment.

. For_lé%1
j l@)’. 4ol hoards for the decision whether or not to have Rl [caves children vuinerable to

meelves into schonls via the schiool boards and perpetuates the problem of
The selection process for board members is based on whoever puts themsehves forward
foor Lhe vate. Wdividuals are not ohllged to reveal their religious affilialions and nar should they be. | would
not be gssog inedne’s compelency and enthuslasm for the role based on their personal belicfs. However, they
are also : unfikely to be candid about any apenda to influence religious policy within the school. It 1s my
undersi dir; hat the Chilstian Education Commilsslon, for example, encourages chiurch membiers to sta nd for thelr
school boargds?

Our state schaaling must provide the best practicable ethical environment. The current curriculum already ingludes
values thal help guide the development of cthical decision making in children. [T itis deamed by some people to he
inatequate, then the likes of the Frimary Fihics programme that operates In New South Wales could be conslderac.
Clause 78 is no longer a satisfactory reflection of New Zealand values and needs to be repealed. |am aware that the

Winistry attempted to repeal this legislation in 2006, Please-do notgive In to pressure fram religious lobby groups.
4




This is a tapic that parents are wary to discuss openly but support for keeping religlon out of schools is becaming -
more organised and ihe discussion is becoming more visible thanks to the efforts of the Secular Education Metworl.
Certalnly families are free to pursue religlous observance of thelr choosing in this country. Now we just need to
ehsure that our children can go ta state schools without being discriminated against because of religion.

Thank you for your consideration of this issue.

Sincerely,

Tanya Jacob,

TTSCLATVITL:
Wleiz eaeil fisehiodiog piiehen aeds] wny contain tnformmdien wihfch is eonfidential or lemibly privileg;
Nindstry ks not veepousible fer clioges swode Do s enzall after welve sen i8I fan Bave recelved'th

nnd ielele Lith messages,
Thisl you.
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MIMISTRY OF ERUCATION
Te Tikehy o de Mataurangn

11 Decamber 2012 Southern Reglon Cantorbuny Phone: 0.3-378 7300
238 Pilncoss Strest Fax: 0-3.378 7308
Ricearien wans minzdu. govt. nz
Pl Boyg 2522
Chrigfehurch
Hew Zealand

Téna loe Tanya @

Thanlk yau for your emall of 1 November 2012 regarding religlous etioltin glate pr Iy

schools,

Schoo! Loards of Trustees (Boards) have the discretion ment the
tatuiraments of the—lzgislationy—Including  matters— raetlen - and
chservance. As outlined In the Education Act ] ; ] slate primary

apen. Raligious
§ ooelr in & primary

schoole must be "enlirely of a secular char
Instructian ar religious obssvances, such ag

to take account of their

When deciding about class or scho 2, Doardsi)e
20d the Human Rights Act and

responsiblliies under the MNow Zegatan
ansure that their actions do rmt

need to ensure that appropti
schoois closad for religiou %,
Altholtgh there are cu Ial

are clear guidelines

e, A
dizcrim @\ ather dircct or indirect. Schaols
'Iun @ Ogtion Ts provided for children when the -

aal section 78 of the Educatlon Act 1864, there
offering religious instruction.

Thea Hurman B4G
a Usciul resdufe
iz availgh 1 : rr' ebsite:

O mlssmn% sultation with the Ministry of Education, has developed
U4 Religion inbw Zesland Schools . Questions atid Concermns, whiich

»

Anna Gellng
Acting Managor
Education, Curriculum and Performance , '
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Sent ta Katrina Casey for raply
12 Aprll 2013

Reply due 24/4/2013

resent via email 18/04/2013
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Taiwa Jacok
P OBox 76 238
CHRISTCHURCH 5548

, "|_':...-_.-,,-_-,r s __Iaq:r_"b U

| refer 1o your fetter dated 4 April 2013 abo
and enclesing eatlier corrésporidencew
Educatinn and tha Chisf Review Offi '

sets the prierities for the policy AN, es and a repeal of Section 78 has
not been included in the 207 At fefgratiime.  Othars have alzo nisted in thelr
responses to you that imprating MidentGe geni is tha fitst pricrly,

As yal pint oul :
rellgion and in te tis Iz reflecled In our schools. The Human Rights
Commizsiar sieptitled Refigion i New Zesfand Schools: Questions
and Concerms =—sitinaly, teachers, frustess and students faced with the
fssle of b i smpoting righls. You can find tha hooklet af the following
o nefhic_newhre/omsifilesfdocimaents!28-A0g-2008_13-59-

eelf-managing and are governed by Boards of Jrustess. The
SGivon the mandate, through the Fducation Act 1989 to dodide, aller

. _

] et whether fo closeiTeechoo! to offer OF 20100 par ST
i h@m on. It is not the role of the Ministry to Instruet schocls about what
might or imight not implement. :

- ohisii
Tl
T ¥

re sincoroly

O D u

. Leo Trompetter
Acting Serior Managor
Regiohal Opsrations




OPEN TETTER T0 ACTING SHCRETARY FOR EDUCATION: PETER HUGHUES

Acliug Seceetary for Rdycation 8 Chicf Bxecutive: Pulur Hughes CINZM
Minisley of Bducation

PO Box: 1666

Wellington 6140

4% Apeil 2019

PO Dox; 70238
Clodstelmich 8548

Dear Mr TTughes, ' i

~ primary schools. ‘the “Nelson Clause” (section 78 of
and very worrying situation whereb v children aro 48

erode the secular natuve of our schools fiuvon
fstruction ars held, [ncontrast, seculariy

nenteal place whaee they can learn g8 sido. [e Snatruction (RI) presents a narrow Chuistian
clisinug views in relation to il Parents then

perspactive and sequirss paren
feir chiliren apart from their peers or allowing

have to miske the noenviab

we
growing conctn that our ever more multiculfueal

valunteers fo proselytise fldres: ({
soclety is poorly sorged. Tt ; he Melson Clause bo repealed to profect childeen from
dizcrimication and pr BN, %@& renerve rolighous trecdom,

Mﬁ of BT in stats primary schools was atypical in that our children’s
heie wetn bible classes cach weel, All children ave antomatically
ve-not reguived to fform parenis o let them know that opting outisan

dehanl wonld respeef thiz. Ittumod aul the school was heavily religious, and
throughont the counlry, we found ormsclves in a very difficuli situation - frying fo
Neur children with a sehood that has close tiey with the logal chureh and a principal and

F wwag to find was that it i typleat for those childwn who are opted out’io be vepeatedly put buck
T Theso elasses against [ho parent™s wishes. Be ita “mistako™ or “misnnderstanding” this happens i
(o olicn to he credible as cither. This happened to us several thnes, as our childron wers made to sork
hooks and the like at the buck of the yoom whilst the classes wote held. Then the defention-like work ©
started, a8 our son was put o wadhing dishey in the statfroom, W put a stop fo this but found the

Page| 1




mest tronbling developments wers siill to come. The repeated badgering of our son fir not believing
what some of his classmates bulicved got worse sud worse, Ho wias told he would go fo hell, Le was
subjected to bullying that would not have oceutred if those childven were not having heiv beliefs
emdutsed by the sehool, and by nol participating in R, oot childien wore set up for discrimination.
Tho anxicty that he was suffecinjg and the prospest of ongoing diserimination from chitdren and staff
prompted tons change schools, Fortnately, our children aro both seitling in well now that RLis and
wlike picture; however, [ dread (hat RTwill foltow us to our rew school as the Clurches Bducation
lommiszion (CHC), who mins BiS, sceks to spread ils intluence to us inany state schioals as possible.

1 have spoken with nany other pavenls who have had a range of tieggative cxperienpes awund the 5

issnc, and examinalion of the issup from an ethical standpoint compels yne (o

Helds™, whtin iﬂtﬂnqewud by a Tﬂpnrl',m Tor Statt.co.ng, ELE}WU‘F @
uusumimsland“ the wr.:-rd “misamn a3 11 s used i this cxa

of the CEC 78 pmumh‘ng Christian re]igious_: 1'115;metio ; ~tevyr Zealand, and the
wording of the Fdinzation Ack docs ot allove-lor rghgs i elion, ‘The Thoman
R_ights Commissioa’s report, Heligion in Schohs {2009} dolines relipions
Har fatth and/or cucouragss
oreonal Isvel™, In cunlrast,

cuvrieulum®, The CEC cerains ihérorld views, in a comparative way or
otherwise, Itis clearly the “uRdh(rl Biidion thig)hey are most fnlerested in gainiig aecess to.
This is not teacliing valu i

ur commnunities, it iz evangehan

pencireven réligion denies the fact that Clwistian groups are all ut
U Intéedsdrovimpelising chilthon in state schools. This presents children
Ahere {2 onkropsendored perspective and that it is-fack.

Keep Roligion Out Of Schools (KROOS) facchook page has beon
1T have been dehated. This iy the public forum, whilst the Becuilar

dun_-.r ahiliizn ﬂﬂﬁlm’tihﬂ ot m].m;mun viewpoints. Hu’-“ ?q demamr 1.1'?1}?
s .dn_v;,i_m{}rﬂ to pmbewmhgmus ﬂmd:}m thast Lndms;m, U1'I-.-1L|1g1011 me? all

of atrthor ;t_t,r’rc amfh:use At uhgmn iris um[umumng tha walfars of the studeﬁ‘t.‘, whn are nof

i belicfs validated. This can take the form of discrimination for those whao do net contorm,
silence of ehildren and their Families hoping to not be singlud out tor diseriminativa, Tt divides

{iie stadents unnecessarily and can lead to emotional angnish for children as they realiso iheir beliads

are nut welcomed by the school. Somws childven find BT classes deeply disterbing; 1 lnovw of one cI1ﬂ<1

who salVered terrible nightmares camsed by BRI teachings and had th ba v to a differont sehioal.

When the patents opt them out the child then becomes the object ol diserimination. I his shenld not

Pogs |2




be happening. It is mirecepfablo thal ihe caly place we are reguired fo publicly state ow religions
positicn ig in our childven’s seenlay state schools.

There i much discussion by Seeula Bilucation Wetwork (SEN) mommbers on KROOS in favour of
education ahout belief systems, reliyivus and noi-religions, in a sucial studies-type frameworl atan
appropriale age, Primary school shildeen do not possess the sophislication to eritically assess
religious material presented (o them — after all, many stil{ belicve in Santa and the Tooth Fairy. This
does nut preclude telling childron thal there ere ditferent beliels and cicowraging them to respect
others.

The second concesn that some prepdo have 1 that doing away with BT will loave a gap fnthe
prometion of values, Proponents of BT suy that we nead to teash Clvistian values

categovies, (ILiy dehatable that 1 elasses even foous on
provided In my daughter’s Year | and 2 cluss showed s p
powertol™ wod topios such s rising fom the gt ).

phiagik & d i really, really
i W ete hardly requites
CpeTsast saviour,

Iiany do not realise that values arc already ~Boie B providers, keenio
avalil oppositian, trade onthe ‘valnes® 13 - lehsses tor obscure their refigions
mature (e, Vilues fn Action run by the Ll feria Pt i tuctic foflnws the American
example, bot as values ave part of i
clear that these vlasses are not

Tt iz often pointed ouf by :‘E : of R Qevwy Fealand has o Christian beritage, and they
atgue it Cluistianity d‘(ﬁz ivile baition as a dominant velipion in our state schools. Nowr
STy, Y ¥

Yoaland is & multicy »gve hitve no slalo raligion and om state =chools are nominally
Tk 1 r‘
sy thing ols

secular, AT childye
begin to address the wek[oad ihat teachers are trying to get

ow from o naths teacher’s blog (in which you are mentioned) where she
minntes in the day to lift studeat achivvement and yof knows that that fime

miy attempts to address ihis problem have beenr obstructed hy wither personal pro-
al polities or the jnvisdicional problem of the schools being leaally “closed” during RI 1

s wha, with hor lusband, set up the Open Doors Foundation in Rornumia — an evangelical
christisn veganisation, Mot surprisingly, she was unsympatietic. Lwrots o Hokia Pavata again to
confirm that Vauline did in fhet represent ho posilion and T received a leffer fo the offoct that thers i5 -
no ftention of tepzaling the relevant scutions of the Act (zee attached). |

Fope |3



iy nesct vecourse was o condset D Sinbaun Stoop ot the Bducation Roview Office. Bimension 5 off
BROs BEvaluation Tudicators Tor School Reviews attempts to ensure o Fsafe aud inchesive schonl
colture®. Lloswaver, as schonls or individoal classrooms ave legally "closed” for (he duratinn of KT and
becavse R is not part uf the currfentom, it is not within TRO’s purview to assess the impact ol RE al
any schoal, Sinee R s not part of the NZ Curriculum, neither the bMinistry nor BRO ave willing or
ahle to chaltongo it let alone mooitor its impect. Tt i3 worth noting that fhe Minisby doecs not keep
any record ol which schoolz ron BT and neither do they chigck to wes that 3¢ iy condusted in accordange
with the taw. Gelling accwale foures is difficnlt, since the CEC fs not mclined o releaso that
informatiom, Aroumd 750 state primary schools participate in Bl semefimes with the programme so
chtrenchadthatsucecssive Dowrds don*tevenrealirethatitis-not part of the cunienlum sud Mat the

schiool Is closcd Tor the duration,

dhisenssed in ooy attached Jeller, the CRC member churehss openly enef ; '
g.Dt anto their school Boards so that they are in a pogition to faeili port raliaious :
ai their selionl, Tarenis loflwith o forival recourse ecxoept the oards avé BEETH B impassible
; pikag] re 1 fried to get
elfor it to contine.
Uuring normal 2lsg
trgirpalelass time and opt In
sowwineed that BT should be
rathor T be ehallenged alont
e case, Tor feqr of how ihe
etwork’s facelook page has many
ont the country.

1

Lh Toard 1o either stup BiS or poll the parenis (o seo whe ELS
i

Tiomes, on froated ke sy athse sxiracurricular act
1ather than apt out). The Board vefused. What,

©

Horne pavenls have resort liryz man Righis Commtizsion and the Ombudsman;

Tunwever, whilst indigitive sc?:m% Sofhis Isse, 3t 3s primarily do address their individual

silualions athor as Fr=Aveording to fhe 2006 Census approximately half of all
New Zealande iglon At anrent Census is expected 1o continue the trond where the
time gomprise wore than half of e population. Non-Christian

Mikistians and oflrer velipious growps, ending this wnethivl ndroston o

W

ate schools st be prioritised. A change in the Fdyeation Act g nocessary
denit the 1960s anymore. Secularism is not the samoe as promoting athelsm - i
wi the existence of deitiss - and only secularism can provide w rwlglously neuteal

When vou critically evaluats all the argiments for RT, all that remains is a “just et them” aliitude.
That iz not a valid basis (o confinue the status guo. The volunteers might be nlea people, but thatis -
ol & reason to carry ot when (hero are nany caamples of BT cansing the kind of harm {"ve discussed

Tage |4



here. Tiihe pro-RI ave worried for religioms reasans about children {roi unchurched thnilics, that is
semething they have to bear, It is not up lo religions pronps fo decide tor other peoples’ ehildren that
seonlar state schools are (heirg to infilieste and use for indoctrinalion. 'We shonld be cutrs weil by this;

NEITY arc.

The religious lobhy has always been a powerful one hut it is clear that attitndes in New Zealand ave
changing, Tho support for the Marrisge Reform anendement shows that ordingry New Zealanders are
no Jorger contend fo allow raligions thetorfe to dominulo when vl hinian issnes wre at siake.

1 renlise it is fhe rave indtvidual in public office that would take such 4 contention: Issue on und Iobily
for change. I musl poin out that by virtue of the easo 11§ social netwerking, copcerned parenly ave
finally in the positfon to be able to supporl cach other as wll az pool their knowlpdae and resoug

&.000 followers. 'the Secular Hducation Melworl has seoand 500, Fhe nonmd
exposurs of this fssue grows. My hops is (hat yor will bo ahle to wssist sfe
pencerned swith repoaling the velavant pectioms oF e Riwudion A g0
secular,

a nelaction of articles thai ¥ Faed articulate tha issus partieylag 1 Aldsols are the teiters 1
mentioned ahove. I ook fovward fo hearing from yo geddress this problem,

77 0
4P S
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o
&
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Jo Doe; SEN, re the Hurman Rishis Commission:

“The Human Rights Commission says: "Religious instruction moans teaching asprcts of a falth in iis
awn rlght. Relizious Instruction carres an Impliclt or explicit endorsement of a particular falth and/or
encourages students to engage with and make decisfons sbout accepting it on a personal level”....

If they'te nok ‘endorsing a particular falkh and encouraging students to engage with and make
decisions about accepiing it on a personal [evel, then pechaps what they are doTng is not Teligious
instruction’. Inwhich ease they | would think they should have no issue with the repeal of the

redevantZection of the cducatiomace”

From articla michaelhugent.com; The casa for a seculare

“I'here are iwo reasons why State schools shoubd be run on g secul
to explain that a secular schaol is not the same thing as an atheist sche

- the different beliefs that

pehies Lo teach speciiic religious

E}{!S [

Instead, o secular scheol teachos © hF!dl‘f‘l‘l inane @li
different peovle have about gods, and |eava

beliors uubside of schocl how s, 3

g eontributed to the preblems of children
15 divides,

them the normal subjects that have a basisin
s and history and critical thinking. They teach them
to understand other beliefs and rospect other people.

Secuiar schoals bring ch
scientific fack, like mather

$ x
|1d | i
el @
E%'EH’E parents and churches can toach them move about thely
af rcallly aned persona) marality,

urs, th

tizhts

5, seciiar schnn[s aree the only way to ensure that euer',rhml‘,r |'IE|S thelr
o with regard to education.

JSistent with their religious or phifosophical beliefs [italics minel, | will outline in a lator
reasons wiy this is so,

Mrimur, this mecns thot schools shouwld not fdoctinate chlfdren with rafigious beflefs that
corflict with thase of their parcnts [italics mina).

Papaia




Combine both reasons, and the argument is clear. Secular schools are good far soviety, hacause they
halp children to understand differances and respect other peo pla; and sacular schoals are the anly
way in pracifce to respeck the human rights of all of our parents and children”

Excerpt from The Daiiy Blog, by Burnt Qui Teacher, iiarch 12, Z013:

“. But, according to ihe Herald, God help 1s. Education [ in sa much troublz, and our kids are Jailing

—almaths. This week, there-have born pressrelnases all over the-place about kids and thelccrappy ——

maths skills. (Kids, you fosers.) g;
One thing neads to be acknowledged here irmecliatehy: @ @

1, They're talking about instant recall of multiplication ant addiilon fa

: gsised] A Alb
Einstoln sald, educatlan is the tralning of the mind to thinf. M ryining o 1%&& repeat

FTEN.

w.Both methods are Impertant. Butoneis
will trump memorised phrases every time:

' Harg % 5 nof aur declsian.. There is barely a spare
] i @} | art oraror...
,{;? Mat& 5 pazy to criticise and malke arrogant, simpla

mportant. It

2 walhs hast, Far hettor 1o offer cxamples of bow students’ time could e tmedd
A
S |

TSl |
FO}@%UF dach weel, 50% of schaols still close to teach about forghnnass (and oiher blaf -
ki el '

“Whasoever shall Blosphene agoinst the Holy Ghost fath pever fargiveness.” fdark 3129,

; wﬂlghi: have a bit of extia Hime for maths, But God |s using it ight new,

{Oops| Mot that vne, ugh, sorry, they must use a diiferent bito Nllstrate forgiveness.)

Fasc |7




There are six hours in a school day, Tour to five of which are spent in class, yet once a woek, in
heeeeaaaps of schools, half an hour each wieek Is used up an religlaus preaching by the untrained,
teaching the Christian creation myth as fact.

God, grant us the time to'add more rote-learning of baslc facts in Aotearoa New Zealand primary
schools by removing Your Bilile Classes because They are d wasta of axtremely valuable learning
timo and You could raise achiovernant by doing s0.”

Maria Edwards; SEN, February 160, 2013:

“ifaluntears all have thelr owh reasons for volunteering and 1 don't think CEC
raotivatos peaple o volunieer. Tha two bible teachers | liow [only one of
had done her tralning and was accradited, the ather answered a call frol

childreir to him. They were pasticularly interestod Tn e a church ane told
me they would pay more attertion to them in thehdugof i ristian. Thay hoth told

fram non Christian families telling them th i Atant part of Gads work in
bringlng these children to bim and sprea n believers. They said this 5 the

X

Jo Doe; SENM, re op 2

rain miotivation for therp.”

Bsifould allow me to join the apathetic parents who don't
stlan in schools, | could da nothing and my childran would

not be include take a position in the schoaol cormmunity with regard to the

refigion hfhﬁn&‘
A -

thing and lot my children be instrucied rogardless,

basn| B




Article from werewolf.co.nz: When teaching hecomes preaching; by Alison
MeCulloch;

“ |35t ovar a century age, @ remarkable debate broke out in the pages of the nation’s newspapears

over tha guestion of whether or not students ot secular schools were more af less likely to grow

up ta be criminals than thase from church-run institutions. ... That discussion followed scares af

othars over religlon in schools dating hack at least te the late 12305 — which is as far as the Natlonal

Libwary's PapersPast records gn—and it preceded scoras mare. ¢ is, a5 the Press of 1883 suggested, o
suhjectan which “yonystrang foallngs prevail?, e e e = fe

the middle, resuiting in the passage of the mi wh-malipned {as
mandating that the teaching in primary schools “shall be engf

shealh i

then Act
T
” l<on t.hr_.' n:w act

s Under that system, which
it — must officlally close while
s:ular nature of primary school

A viviory for seeulaism, yes. Sut by no means the eng

was dry, religious instructian was gneaking into th
“palspn Systam”, atter the town in which it wasdi
was evantually legislated for in the early 196
rellgious instruction is taking place lcavingN
educatlon Intact,

from 2% in 2001) at the samm Hie 651 H ar “no relipion” are on the rlse, Jumping nearly
R petween the 2000 & pereent. And within those who continue to chass
themselves as beliey lcast in Auckland. According to a repart this month

I the ficw feufum” mln tian religlons are losing ground to Hinduism, Buddhism
and [slam, wit 1’rhn|m:cm Iy traditional Christian denomination still growing, [n part
bacauso uf rmm omsinilles. ]

gjl thw wele oﬁorfng a religious fnstr Ln:tjon programme c-f some kin, "OF
Jiedied thoy offered both a Ghristian-based class alongslde anothaor falth,” Boanett
3ible in Schools plus Myslim Siudies, the other Christian-basad Life Skills and

the schoagls hot Tunning any programimes, the most commaon feasens miven included
fitting them fnta a busy schedule and concerns about multi-cultural issues.

iman Rights Commission makes clear in jis 2009 publication on “Religlon in MNaw Zealand
Schaals” that religious instruction must not disciiminate against those who don't share that belief.
But it's an opan guestion as to whethar suppart for faith-based cducation under the Nelson Syskam
would remain as stranp if followers of religions othor than Christianily began to press their caso. Des

A ' Fage |9




vize and Paul Mcllwen cerlainly don’t think so. Ifancther faith began making inroads into schaaols,
Vize says, "it wouldn't be too lng hefore the: pecple opposing us would be standing hesido us,
They'd want scculavism in scheols because a religion other than theirs was suddenly gaining

ground.”

Vize males 7 good paint. Secularism isn't actually about atheism or agnosticlsm, but, as he putsit, is
“altting in the middle®. 1t's intended not just to protect citizens from religion, but to protect the
religlous from one another. in Auckland, an active member of the Secular Education Metwarl is
David Hines, a Methodlst lay pregcher who spole apalnst Bible in Schools at a church servlce in

Auclkland In late September. Hines scos schiool religiots programmes as [ of “spiTiaal
apartheid”, arguing that while they may not consciously pramate Christinn supremacy, “thatis i
effect of what they are doing”. . !

In Tauranga, Des Vize says 1he goal is to get ridd of the Melson Syster @!sm Syst T{y

intruder —it's not the traditional way, the traditional way [s to have'se slaledehoolsh e says.
“Lar a group that is teaching valies, they're taking advantagc#F \.ﬁyat:am tha Sfalues. Bocause
the act [tself says schools have to be free, secular and co aired kh

ity

print is this sneaky it fhliaok it ot says "Ah, but : ac
tha school’,” Vize says, “That's dishonest.” @ &
Religinus affiliutions in Mew Zealand: %

200

awiy intha small
schools iFyouw close
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From: 3
Sent; Memday, & August 2013 4718 p.m,
To! A
Suhlect: FW: Religious study at 5t Helicrs School

Good Morning ...

Could you please ring Craig at St Heliers Schoal and have a discusslon with him RE the Religious Instruction at the
Schaol,

He is closing the school for the junior classasawho_are the only oneswho-havethis-programme,

The Board responded to, after discussing his email to the Board, Thoy had mgfls a decision | il of this !
yoarta continue with the programme and review it again in Movember as part of a co i

He helisves the timeframea decidod by the Board is reasonable and timely and i3
to the Human Rights Commission if requirved.

Craip would appreciate advice from you as Lo their responsibilities mv@gmnd i,
;3@ [

Sentor Adviser N

Education Oumeulum wd Pedoiusmes Team

Mongawha Morthern Begional Opembon C)

Ministry of Eduealion

Level 4 Eden & Buildiog ; (%>

Car Edwin Street and Marmanuly e CAi :

M1 Eden o

Trivato Tiag D 2644,

Synnnds Slresl

ATICKTAND 1150: DI V Buinedn.goving

it r:-_.r&;;> c fashion

Repards

Fron:

Sent:
To: ‘orai " \garpyd@metrh.co.nz' \
Cc: ’ 3 T
Subject: F\W: Swtldy at 5t Heliérs School B a

% . ‘ e
God Aft raim and Garry \_‘ ; g
As yau

| have picked up a complaing Lfiakt went through to Ken White Eh‘%ﬁﬁ ended up on my desklop.

You will be aware thal your Board will need to address this in a timely fashion. | understand from Ken that the
schoa! has elected not to cloze the school for the staﬁttmy 40 minutes allowed undet the act. Ifthis is the case this
should be addressed as.a.p. b !




From:

Sent; Monday, 5 August 2013 3:53 p.m,

To: - 'craiom@stheliers. schoolnz"; 'garry@metrld.co.nz
Cc:

Subject: Fi: Religious study at St Haliers Schoal

God Afternoon Crale and Garry
As you can see | have picked up a complaint that want through to and has ended up on my deskiop.

You will be aware thatyaur Board will need_ta address this Ina timely fashion. | understand from. that the
school has clected not to close the school for the statutory 20 minutes allowed under the act, IFthis s thocase thls
should be addressed a.s.a.0.

iy
Glve me a call sowe can gel same clarty and halance as | believa ma fop @1 closing
g

the school for this class. \‘{.}
:7

Loak forward to hearing from you,

Senior Adviser ’

FAucatinn Criodnm and Perfonnanee “Leam

Mlauuguwhiu Morthern Bepionsl Cperationa e
Miniatry of Iducation @ @

Level 4 Toden 5 Building &
Cnr Idwin Street and Mowundy Roea

ML Keden

Trivare Bag 92644
Symuoatds Sheet
ATTCKTANDI 115: T2

From:

Sent: | gl

To:. ”

Subfe ’ Rel\& Uj& at St | leliers Schaal

Hi .

How nt to deal with this oF rather do you want me to pick it up or you?
Thie 2 not closing its classos for religious instruction.

HAdvizor




Eduecation Curriculum and Peformance
Morthern Region

oDl Of

email;

From'
Eeni: Monday, 5 August 2013 11:22 a.m.

To:

Subject: FW: Religlous study ak 5t | leliers Schoal

Hi |
Please see my email helow that was sent Lo the 5t Heliers School principal and the chairman of the: Board ofTrustees
rofating to religious Instruction in schoal,

s discussed, after convorsations with the deputy principal and Garry il (BoT chalr

nowl cjscoferad that
the: school is not clusing the class during religious instruction which is in breach catio

VS

Could vol please address this issue with the school and arrange for the re-lig U trictiafnglass Yhcease untll
proper procedures are followed to ensure the class s cosed during th |:5 ouldthedsish to continue with
the program).

Thanlk yeu for your assistance. ) - @
Regards, @

From.

Sent: Thursday, 1 August 2013 1:58 p.m. ,
To: 'garry@metelx.co.nz'; cralqmoqthelle@ nz' O

Subject: Rellgious sludy at 5t Heliers

DearGarry and Craig,

ve been extremely busy, Howeveryesterdays article an the

- | had intended to write this % time
i rel iitestudy in stale schools has prompted ma.

front page of the MZ Herg ir
| spole with 5wl1|:n1 y began school at St Heliers 3 years ago and
expressed my d dtf-t, program.

unfu:]rtur‘ntl:.‘]':,.I ta find that the religious{l should he more

specificar ' i i IDEIHm iz still running, gslked whether we would
lilee: 1to ‘optout’, Our response was the same as for that we did not wish to
rRmove hsrogn and his friends so that he would feel lilke he-is missing out on something or for him
b (el ke fd i mrething wrong or [ust be dilferent from everyone clse, effoctively sllenating him. s not
as simple as juskb " or ‘opting oul’, We are talking about my son who has feelings and a personality not an

cliject whi £

thfor him to rationalise with that concept. n this regard my son and us as parents arc being

explaln
tliscrin @against. It is bl ¢lassroom and he shouldn't have to leave to avoid the teaching of this fringe
following. 5t Hellers 1s & main stream school which shauld be teaching main stream subjects, not fringe element

sublects,

Instead we have declded to leave him in bis ¢lassroom. When he returns from school on Christian studios days we
" relterate with him that everything ! has told him is just made up lies and nonsense. 1 toll him how bad it is

7'




and that doesiy'L understand about reality, | encourage him to tell her that too. Woe tell real stovies about
the world and how religion has affected it so badly. So now the problem is that he has to understand that he should
IIstetr and respect his actual teacher Chut not D Unfortunately that is the way it will be until you
aliminate this program from the school. | teach my kids to be strong, Independent thinking, bard warking individuals
who believe in themsclves, not some airy fairy nonsense which is shoved down his Innocent five year old throat
from a hible bashing church missionary. On one hand you have schoal teachers teaching them to be smart and then
you have someone else teaching them to be stupid. How can you teach scicnce and then religion. The two are
Dppcsites'. | still remembera day when came home from school after her first Christian sturdies expearience
and tall e that god built our house, There 1 am with bleed coming out of my hand holding a hammer and a sore
back while worlking on our house and she comes out with something as stupid as that. is an extremely
intelligent girl, but she helioved what she was told because [t was taught to her at schoal.

Study of any religion has no place in a state school, There are nos state schools to chease from for parants who wish
——ta pursue It IFyou wish torimclude religion as an extracurricular activity outside of class e (beingpriar o the first—

marning bell at around Yarn and the last bell at 3pm) which requires parents to ‘opt in” then | would be oldy with

that.

As it is, my sons” and many other kids time waould be far better spent learming to ¢ ng, ficld'

which they barely get to use.
| see many different nationalities mixod up amang the kids at school whish s greafz Hag aty thau heen given o
the fact that mary of these kids are bought up with Islam, Hinduism az Q@)ﬁ?mr’ It %éﬂ arrogant to decide
e S ung ;
ar,

that Christianity will be the chosen religion of cholce or the religio cher should come from.
: ndi-and Buddhism be
|5]:|&ﬂ% afiraciising Christian. This
s they claim as thelrs aren't just
vipe claimod ther as their own and appear
m assuming are) being encouraged
warld environment where kids will learn the

a classroom and tell the kids that a man that
d teaching.

You will note from the Informatig ; 5rald artlcle that only 31% of stale schools now support a
program like the one In 5tH ; e s s a mirority, Many schools have removed itas s the

. with the aim of rempving the program as saon as possible.
Im the mesn

Wﬂgc QSMMN with the Human Rights Commission who will assist me further on the
basis of discefrdjmati hm%fmﬁtinn continue.
[ feacak f@; eari@ﬁ U 500,

Regards,

S




e S - == I

From: i ]

Sent: Friday, & August 2013 1:49 b,

To: "

Subjoet: Fv: Religious study af StHallzrs Schoal
Hi

| have dispussed this matter with the Principal amd suggested be seek lepal advice from the Naw Zealand Schoal
Trustees Assoclrtion [MZSTAL which [s an ageney that provides logal advicn to schoals: M25TA advized there isno
lepal regulrementunsger the Actfor sehoalsto-natify parents Inwiting 1hat the schoal ordlassis-closed. The
Principal canfitmed that tha informatioh aboui religlous Instruction is corveyed fo parants and guardians ay pa
tha entolmen: procass, | thersfore do ot bolieve the school has acted Inappropriataly Tn thyezase,

Repards ' - @ V‘?@
Atlvigor \‘& ‘§

Edueation Curfoulum and Performance O *\\7

Mitthem Region gg Q

G- Q

arriail; ] ;gcf:l minadu.govt.nz @
Frioim: \ RF
Sent: Wednesday, 7 August 2003 11:46 a.mn.

T -

Subjects RE: Reflyfous study al 5t lalicrs 5 @

Hi~ @

Thartks far that. The trlnripals st:)@h sl e A rede puity principals whaie sha had told re thak when

they tlosed Fhe classes Tor bible st eﬂf al pa b carmplained that it showld he.open, She said in har own
words that "Lhey wereTn g e T e '

Yau fnendoned that & aklit] be zend 10 = acvising theim that the class would be closed. | wasn™t aware

of any correspendenca t 5
Coruld you pl -Mt[hl

Ifthe progs

Thanl ynu, @
Sent:

iiinedu. govt.ngl
Ve gtet iy, 7 Angust 2013 11:09 a.mn,
To:

Suhjeck: RE: Heligious study at 50 Hellers School

From

Helbs




Thanlk you for your ematl concetning religlous study at 5t Hellers School,

Yesterday | spoke to the Princlpal, Cralg McCarthy, cancerning this matter; ‘The Principal adylsed me that the year 1
and 2 classas are clused lfor religluus nstruction on Thursdays betwesn 9,00 am and $.20am. Parents have been
advised that if thoy do not want theirchild/childron to attend this chiss they can eithal- drop theirchildren 4t school
al 0.30am ur alternatively they can go ta a classroom for the 30 minutes where they will be supervised, He also

_ advised thatthe Board will be revicwing its decision to provide relizious classes In Novomber

Given this information | do not heliove $he schonlis in breach of section 78 af the Fducatlon Act 1964, which allows
Boards to provide rellglovs Instructon and approve rellgious observanees by closlng aiy class or classes within the
schonl, orthe schond as nowhale far this purpose,

Rogards ——

Advisar ' @
Education Currleulum and Performance
MNarherr Reglon :

Ll: Bt
Bmal @rmincdu.govt.nz <0£'\> .

Froime

Sent: Monday, B Athgust 2013 L1022 a0, &
To: : H% A%
Subject; P Religluos study at 5t Hellers School

Hi | - '

1@: T 1o i

Please soe my email below that was s Aol frincipal and the chalrman of the Board of Trustees

refating to relipious InsLruction th s

As dlscassed, aftor tnngnr:;qti@ CERG Tl waipal and Ganry il (ReT chaiviman) 1 have now discovered that
the schoal i3 el closing etk Sﬁé_@ g rellgignggsbniction which is In breach ofthe Education Act.

Could you please dd s (NGRS D withfhdsrbool and arvangs for the rellglous Instruction class to ceass untll
Proper proced resgr Adl to onsie class i3 closad during those timas (should thoy wish to cortinus with

the proprarm). V
Thenk yo th ne v
DY E

Erom:

<

| bt Intended to write this cmall sonte time ape but hE'u'E been extremsly busy. However yesterdays atticle on the
Tromt page of the N2 Herald regarding religion/bible stur[g.r'im\.'smm schonls has promgted me,

2 N\

=
"-\.




| sl with About this whan my ‘gah sehool at 5t Heliers 3 years ago and
exprosscd my displeasues at the rellgious studics program,

. unfartunately ta find that the refigious {| should be more
specific and say Christian) studies program iz still ronning, ashed whether we would
IIke he included ay fof hlm to ‘optou?’, Our response was the ssme as foy that wo did nat wish to
rermove hiim from his classtoam and his friends so that ke woold fool like ho s missing cut on something or for Bim
to foe like he had done something wiong or Just be different from everyone else, effectively alicnating him. [t is not
as slmple 25 just 'opting IF' or "opting oul’, We are talldng ahout my son wha has feellngs and a personality not an
ahject which can be pulled and placed where ever and whenever Lo sult and for no goad reason. How wauld vou
explali to & five year old boy that he hash't been naughty it's just thatwe as parents think the content of Lhat lesson
s nownsense and for him to rationalise with that concept. In this regard my son and us bs perents aro bring
discriminated against. It s his classroom and he shoutdn’t hawvae to leave Lo avold the Learhing of this fringn
following: St Heliorsis a maiivsimemimeshiol which shoald ke tnhing mtmstreaim subjects, not finpeelement
subjocks,

refterate with him that everyllilng vhas gald him s just made up ligs and n

and thal dorsn’t understand ¢ i, Jensuurags him to sl e

the warld and how religion has affected ' “enrodbten is thi

listet and Fespiect his actua) teacher I["'w, T *imalely ti

climinata this program from the school Ao ’ !

wha bolieve in themselves, not some - s f R var old throat
fryrr o hibla bashing church wilssiunag T bix staart anr then
you have someana olse teaching ther ey i, The W are
opposites. | slill ramember a day wh Q stian studies exparience
antl tell e that god built eur hose ' mga hammer and 7 500
bacl while waorking an our house o ‘Q;, 5 anexlremely
intalligent girl, bul she befisved w' ol,

Stucly of any religion has no plac sase from Tor parents who wish
o pursue Tt 1f yau wish ta inche O ass time (belng prior to the first

marning hell at araund 9am an fin” thee. | wolld be alay with

that,

As it is, Iy sens’ and many okher JdsH ead ar plaving on the new ‘field!

the fact that many of &
that Christianity will be

SEr 'W choice ar the religion that the volunkesring teachar should come fram.
] whywa it not striictined so that & teacher of [slaim, Hindl and Buddhism be
&

i{‘?' tthe tmalor prapencitis) of this pragram Is a practising Chidstian, This

stin r%x fri tho case.

i thaty'Christlan values' are good Lotedih, Those valuos thoy claim as thelrs aren’t Just

al decent human values. Tho Christlans have clalmed them as their own and appear
ge over thetmn. Thase valies should be (2nd | am assurming are) being encourayed
through the sigdhasg part of cveryday [ifn, in class and out, Iha real world emvironment where kids will learn the
esylts vor 3.' afuslng them or not, Hoving someono corie into a classroom and tell the kds that a manthat
i ek sebstolls us wa should llve a certaln way |s hot good teaching,

You wliPMsafetrom the Informialion gathered | the N2 Herald article that only 31% of state schools nbw support a
prograir ke the onoin 5t Heliers. This leaves 51 Heliers as 2 minority. Many schools have remeved ik ws is the
genoral trend with a docreqsing Chiristian following.

. Cuuld you pleaso raise this [ssue with the boaed, with the aim of removing the program as soon as possibln,
3




Inthe mean time | have lodzed 5 cormplaint with the Human Rights Commissian who will asslst e Further on the
basis af discrimination should the sttuatinn continue.

| feak forward ta hearimg from you soor.
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