
Countering Terrorism in NZ

Prevent, Detect and Understand

Reducing racism and hate speech

Keeping communities and crowded 
places safe

Countering violent extremism online

Reviewing and strengthening 
counter-terrorism legislation

Improving how agencies access and 
share information.

The Draft National Strategy weights our efforts towards 

prevention
and working together as a nation to address the root 
causes of violent extremism, while keeping 
New Zealanders safe by leveraging:

New Zealand seeks to prevent such a tragedy 
occurring again by emphasising 

social 
inclusion
Working together by partnering with communities; 
engaging the public and private sector; and 
exercising and maintaining the systems and 
capabilities necessary to respond and recover if there 
were to be another incident
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“Bringing together our nation to protect all New Zealanders from terrorism and violent extremism of all kinds.”

Prevention First
Police has a wide-ranging role in countering terrorism:

Community engagement Intelligence gathering and 
analysis Investigations Emergency responseWorking with our domestic and 

offshore partners Prosecution

Building relationships with 
communities particularly 
disaffected communities and 
groups

Reassurance policing particularly 
for vulnerable and at-risk groups

Working with youth at risk

Addressing hate crime 

Overseeing compliance with the 
Arms Act requirements at the 
local level

Documenting unusual or high 
risk behaviours or individuals 
requiring further investigation

Monitoring social media activity 
to identify extremist views and 
individuals and groups espousing 
or promoting them

Identifying high risk behaviours 
indicating escalating risk

Identifying escalating threats

Identifying emerging threats

Understanding drivers of 
adopters of extremist ideologies

Identifying sources of funding for 
terrorist acts and plans

Identifying credible risk

Conducting investigations into 
individuals presenting a credible 
risk

Gathering and documenting 
evidence of terrorism-orientated 
behaviours

Conducting investigations into 
active attack planning

Monitoring activity of identified 
individuals and groups

Undertaking surveillance 
operations

24/7 surveillance for high 
likelihood targets

Providing information to partners 
involved in investigations into 
individuals

Requesting information from and 
supplying information to 
overseas partners

Supporting operations being 
carried out by partners

Suitably equipped officers 
apprehending offender(s)

Suitably equipped officers 
preventing follow up attacks

Deploying officers to protect 
communities at immediate risk

Command staff co-ordinating, 
leading and managing the 
operation

Support staff standing up and 
maintaining operational 
resources

Disaster victim identification

Managing Coronial processes

Preparing case files for Court

Preparing evidence for 
admission

Preparing timelines and 
chronology of events

Preparing witnesses

Readying expert testimony

Briefing Crown Law

Reporting to Commission of 
Inquiry

If legislation is changed to enable 
prosecution for planning and 
preparation for attacks (as per 
UK, Australia, Canada) this 
workload will increase
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Support

Supporting districts to grow their 
CT intelligence and investigation 
capability

Increasing the number of CT-
trained Prevention staff in 
districts

Increasing the number of district 
investigators capable of 
managing a CT investigation

Increasing the skills of Ethnic 
Liaison roles to identify 
concerning behaviours

Improving our IT systems to 
better support identification and 
case management of high risk 
individuals

Developing policy to strengthen 
and enable  the legislative 
environment
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our tolerant and 
inclusive society

and strong connections in 
and between communities

Social inclusion is the process of improving the terms on which individuals and groups take part in society—improving the ability, 
opportunity, and dignity of those disadvantaged on the basis of their identity.
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