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COVID-19: Elimination strategy
for Aotearoa New Zealand

Last updated 8 May 2020

Summary

Our elimination strategy is a sustained approach to keep it out, find it and stamp it out. We do this
through:

controlling entry at the border

disease surveillance

physical distancing and hygiene measures

testing for and tracing all potential cases

isolating cases and their close contacts

broader public health controls depending on the alert level.we are in.

1. The Government's overall public health strategy in respect of the COVID-19 pandemic
affecting New Zealand is elimination. That.is, to apply a range of control measures in order
to stop the transmission of COVID-19 in-Aotearoa New Zealand.

2. Elimination does not mean eradicating the virus permanently from New Zealand; rather it is
being confident we have eliminated chains of transmission in our community for at least 28
days and can effectively contain.any future imported cases from overseas.

3. ltis accepted that this approach will be needed in the long term ie, for many months or longer,
depending on the emerging epidemiology and evidence around the disease and its
management and progress with developing safe and effective treatments and/or vaccines.
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https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/aotearoa-new_zealands_covid-19_elimination_strategy-_an_overview17may.docx
https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/aotearoa-new_zealands_covid-19_elimination_strategy-_an_overview17may.pdf
https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/covid-19_elimination_strategy_for_aoteaora_new_zealand_8_may_-_signed.pdf
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https://successfulsocieties.princeton.edu/publications/captaining-team-5-million-new-zealand-beats-back-covid-19-march-%E2%80%93-june-2020
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