MINISTRY OF
HEALTH

MANATU HAUORA

133 Molesworth Street
PO Box 5013
Wellington 6140

New Zealand

T+64 4 496 2000

8 October 2021

Cameron Slater

By email:  fyi-request-1XxXXXXXXXXXXXX @XXXXXXXX.XXX.XXX.NZ
Ref: H202112188

Téna koe Mr Slater

Response to your request for official information
Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) on 11 September
2021. Please find a response to each part of your request below:

“1. | seek the messaging and phone records of calls and messages (txt, Signal,
Whatsapp, Facebook messenger, or whatever means is used to communicate) between
Dr. Ashley Bloomfield and Dr. Siouxsie Wiles between 3 September 2021 and 11
September 2021.”

The Ministry has identified one document within the scope of this part of your request. This
document is attached as Document 1 and is a compilation of all text correspondence between
the Director-General of Health and Dr Siouxsie Wiles between the dates of 3 September 2021
and 11 September 2021.

I note there is a reference to you in one of the text messages. To clarify Dr Bloomfield’s intent:
this was to reassure Dr Siouxsie Wiles that your new blog The BFD has less reach than your
former blog Whale Oil.

“2. | seek any memoranda, notes, emails and phone and message records between Dr.
Ashley Bloomfield and ANY Government minister or staff member, especially between
him and the Prime Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister and/or their staff regarding the
level four breaches of Dr.Siouxsie Wiles and Dr. Nicola Gaston.”

“3. I seek any internal communications regarding the same incident, including internal
aadvice regarding the public relations implications regarding this same incident.”

The information in these parts of your request is refused under section 18(g) of the Act, as the
information is not held by the Ministry and there are no grounds for believing it is held by
another agency subject to the Act.

Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review any
decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may be contacted by email at:
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602.




Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the
Ministry of Health website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases.

Naku noa, na

j 27

Sarah Turner
Deputy Director-General
Office of the Director-General
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Document 1
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Siouxsie » Siouxsie »

e now! All the best, Siouxsie

Wed, 8 Sep, 5:08 PM

iMessage

Kia ora Ashley, hope you are as well
as can be expected despite
everything. | just thought I'd give
you a heads up that Cam Slater
thinks he has a scoop about me
breaking level 4 rules and |'ve no
idea if this is the sort of thing you
may end up being asked to
comment on! | went to Judges Bay
with one of my bubble-mates a few
days ago and we sat on the beach
and chatted without masks on. That
bay is super shallow and protected
so she went for a 2 min paddle.
There were only about 2 other
groups on the beach so it's really
depressing that one of them filmed
me and is trying to use that film to
discredit me. | guess that's my life
now! All the best, Siouxsie

Hi Siouxsie. Sorry to hear that and
thanks for letting me know.
Unfartunately goes with the territory
as I've found on a couple of
occasions! | don't think Cameron
Slater has much cred these days.
Take care. Ng& mihi. Ashley

Yeah, it sucks. He's-posted a video
online which feels like such an
invasion of privacy: But | guess it's
‘something to get used to!

Text-Message
#ri;10 Sep; 6:20 FM

bt =%
Sorry you got dragged into all this!
Hope you manage to get some time
off this weekend. | promise I'll stay
away from the beach!

iMessage

iMessage

Hi Siouxsie. Sorry to hear that and
thanks for letting me know.
Unfortunately goes with the territory
as I've found on a couple of
occasions! | don't think Cameron
Slater has much cred these days.

Qo

No worries Siouxsie. It will pass
quickly. Keep up the great work and
plenty of good people who will
stand by you. Nga mihi. Ashley

Read 10/09/21
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