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In Confidence

7 Officials are aware that the Listener intends to publish an article on fracking,likely to be
published on 7" or 14" of January. We are also aware that the issue is attracting interest
in Australia, and that the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) is seeking fo
establish a full Independent Expert Scientific Committee on Coal Seam Gas to address to
address community concerns that include fracking and aquifer protection.

Bruce Parkes David Binnie @ «
Deputy Secretary General Manager @
Energy and Communications - New Zealand Petroleu erals
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