UKRAINE DEFENSE CONTACT GROUP BRIEF
2000 — 0100hr Thursday 8 September 2022, Defence House

Context

New Zealand has been invited by the United States (host) to attend the fifth meeting of the
Ukraine Contact Group. Secretary Austin and General Milley are organising this event with
the goal to facilitate discussion on Ukraine’s urgent needs in the south and east, as well as
cooperation in developing Ukrainian defensive capabilities over the medium and long term.

This is an opportunity to announce the recent decision by Cabinet to deploy up to 120
personnel to support Operation Interflex, as well as highlight New Zealand's ongoin
contributions in support of Ukraine. Your intervention is attached at Annex A, an@ of
countries making interventions is attached at Annex B.

The New Zealand Deputy Head of Mission to Germany and the NATO Mili rscs}"
Representative are attending this meeting in-person. A formal message on%b previous
meeting is attached to this brief at Annex C. A summary of New Zeala contributions to
support Ukraine is attached at Annex D. . O

N

You are speaking during the third session of the meeting, IREI®IIM. Organisers of the event
have asked that interventions are kept to two minutes im&' terests of time.

Agenda .\\(\
2000-2015: Introduction and Opening Remar Q}

2015-2100:
2100-2200:
2200-2315:
2330-0045:
0045-0100: Closing Remar@\

Speaking order

Attendees (\

Assistant Chief St té& Commitments and Engagements, Air Commodore Darryn Webb
Director Glob_al@ajeployments, International Branch, FE[@]E0)]

Military Se gﬁy, Captain Shane Arndell

Interme@ Analyst,

N ilitary Representative, Brigadier Jim Bliss (in-person)

Dﬁead of Mission, Germany, [EEEI@IEGM (in-person)

Update on ongoing policy work

Officials are currently working on two proposed Cabinet papers in relation to Ukraine:

* “Stocktake” paper, IS0 ME—

e “Options” paper, addressing military options beyond 30 November mandate expiry dates.

Comprehensive advice on the future of New Zealand’s support to Ukraine will be presented
to your office in the coming weeks.



ANNEX A: INTERVENTION

[Introduction: Thank Secretary Austin and Chairman Milley for hosting this event.]

Six months on from Russia’s invasion, New Zealand continues to stand with Ukraine in
complete solidarity for its sovereignty and territorial integrity. We have condemned and
continue to condemn unequivocally Russia’s unprovoked and illegal invasion of Ukraine.

While New Zealand may be a long way from Europe, such a blatant challenge to the
international rules-based system is a threat to all of us. The implications of Russia’s invasion
for peace, security, and economic stability are global in nature.

New Zealand is playing our part to support Ukraine, and we will continue to do so. Wsﬁfge
provided a range of economic, diplomatic and military assistance to support L@n 's
response, In particular, the Government has deployed the New Zealand Defence Fo ost
valuable asset — its people. 3\,

Prime Minister Ardern recently announced the deployment of two New Zealan ence Force
training teams to the United Kingdom to support Operation Interflex, alon J }many partner
countries here today. Our 120 personnel arrived in the United Kingdom earlier this week to
commence training Ukrainian Armed Forces personnel. | would liké\t0 acknowledge the
leadership of the UK government in developing this training prag me, as well as other
partners, many of whom are here tonight, who are also oontributkg, | this important initiative.

(\_
Our support to Operation Interflex is in addition to a variety t{_hfher military assistance that
includes: -\ |

¢
e The deployment of a C-130 Hercules aircraft and 5{?}3\‘1\9\:\! Zealand Defence Force
personnel to help with the movement of miIita%aTd;‘

e The recently concluded the deployment of 30'p \sonnel to the UK to train nearly 300
members of the Ukrainian Armed Forcqe\,lgﬁh use of the L119 Light Field Gun.

e We have also deployed logistics st ,fﬂhjédn officers and intelligence personnel, in

addition to providing funding for w s, non-lethal military equipment and commercial

e
satellite access. %)
"~

We stand shoulder to shoulder \Mﬁ\‘tlkraine. We feel strongly that Ukraine’s peace and
security affects all of us, and vig remain committed to lend our support. Meetings such as
tonight are valuable oppor&lﬁ?ﬂes for us to come together to reaffirm our commitment to
Ukraine, understand w _New Zealand can contribute, as well as ensure our response is
closely co-ordinated\ our partners.

"‘ - [ . .
We will continue tg'jlsten to Ukraine and our partners to see where we can make meaningful
contributions. _ )
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ANNEX B: SPEAKING ORDER

s@(a)







ANNEX C: FORMAL MESSAGE FROM 21 JULY MEETING
RAPOPOTO ~ SUMMARY

On 21 July 2022 (NZT) the Minister of Defence Peeni Henare attended a virtual meeting on
Ukraine convened by the United States. The theme of the fourth meeting of the US-
sponsored Defense Contact Group can be summarised as “sustaining the fight”. The session
emphasised the ongoing importance of providing Ukraine with meaningful contributions at
pace, as their fight for their sovereignty continues.

There were three key takeaways from the meeting:
s6(a)

We will update Posts following any Cabinet decisions. E

PURONGO — REPORT (6\

On 21 July 2022, the Minister of Defence virtually atte he fourth US-led Ukraine
Defense Contact Group meeting on Ukraine. He %s ompanied by the Assistant Chief

Strategic Commitments and Engagements. The ing was attended by Defence Ministers
and other representatives from over 50 countries,‘as well as NATO and EU delegates. The

aim of the meeting was to continue the mor m from previous Contact Group sessions to
ensure the flow of assistance to Ukraing- ely, effective and meaningful.

2. In his welcome to attendees, retary Austin reflected on Russia’s “war of choice”

in Ukraine, noting the conflict ha ed its sixth month.

Update on battlefield conditions




Session 1: Update on battlefield developmeria.
N

6. Lieutenant General Yevhen Moi dated the group on the state of the Russian
Armed Forces.

7. General Mark Milley, Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, emphasised that
Ukraine was on the frontlines of freedom, and noted the global ramifications of this conflict.




I l

)
N

Ukrainian urgent requirements ?,C)
9.

10. s6{a,

The international comgUhity needs to help Ukraine sustain the

momentum of the fight. O

Ve

)
1. Attendees then had an opportunity to update the Contact Group on their
contributions to Ukraine. Member contributions of note are listed below:

s6(a

s6(a)
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Meeting with United States Commander INDOPACOM, Admiral John Aquilino

Monday 1 August, 1100-1130 O

Purpose

The US Commander Indo-Pacific Command (USINDOPACOM) is |
visiting New Zealand as a guest of the Chief of Defence Force, |
following the Indo-Pacific Chiefs of Defence Meeting being held in
Sydney from 25-27 July. You are the only Minister meeting with him. §
During his visit, Commander INDOPACOM will also meet with [%
Defence senior leadership and senior officials from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade. {

The objectives for this meeting are to: g*“

1. Reinforce New Zealand's value as a defence and se ﬁty'banner.

2. Reaffirm New Zealand's commitment to the intern&tibnal rules-based system.

3. Welcome opportunities to work together to sypgbrf—‘!he security concerns of Pacific
Island nations.

Biography and context *;f f ¥

ADM Aquilino assumed duties as the 26" quﬁmﬁ\’hder USINDOPACOM in May 2021, having
served since May 2018 as Commander©fifie US Pacific Fleet. USINDOPACOM is the US’
oldest and largest Combatant Comn;éﬁu?l‘ it is responsible for all US military activities in the
Indo-Pacific, includes 380,000 soldiefs, sailors, marines, airmen, guardians, coast
guardsmen, and Department of lig{fﬁfqnse civilians.

ADM Aquilino is from Huntir_ggtjﬁhfﬂew York. He graduated from the US Naval Academy in
1984, earning a Bachelor QF'S.QTEnce in Physics. He subsequently entered flight training and
earned his wings in Augp*s__g 1986. He has served in numerous fighter squadrons flying the
F-14 A/B Tomcat and, the £-18 C/E/F Hornet. He has accumulated more than 5100 mishap-
free flight hours anfl gver 1150 carrier-arrested landings. Aquilino graduated from Navy
Fighter Weapons’;écﬁool (TOPGUN) and the Joint Forces Staff College. He completed
Harvard Kennedy, School's executive education programme in national and international
security.

USINDQE:?&E‘”OM is one of six geographic component commands. Its role is to integrate and
use USAnLny Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps forces with a defined area of responsibility
to @gbieVe US national security interests. Its mission statement is “to enhance stability in the
. Asié-Pacific region by promoting security cooperation, encouraging peaceful development,
_“Jesponding to contingencies, deterring aggression, and, when necessary, fighting to win.”
¢ 1 Commander USINDOPACOM is accountable to the Secretary of Defense.

ADM Aquilino | Ra)

He has previously visited New Zealand in April 2019 as Commander US Pacific Fleet,
where he was hosted by Chief of Navy.



Key messages

* The bilateral defence partnership with the US is built on deep roots, shared values, and
history. It is deeply important to New Zealand. The visit of the USS Howard to New -
Zealand in November 2021 was a clear symbol of this close relationship. g "r] X

(o’
* Acknowledge Prime Minister Ardern’s recent successful visit to the United States ang=,"{ )
meeting with President Biden, including the release of the US-NZ Joint Statement. The-')

Statement notes that defence and security will become an ever-more important focus of

our strategic partnership.

e The New Zealand Defence Force is pleased to be participating in Exercisg..R;iMPAC.
Opportunities like RIMPAC are invaluable for strengthening our coopefation and
interoperability with Indo-Pacific partners. Our sustainment vessel HMNZS:Aotearoa will
conduct at-sea logistics. NZDF is also providing dive and hydrogﬂraphﬁsdppoﬂ to the
Exercise, as well as providing a range of Headquarters, operations_,_':a[j\igupport staff.

= New Zealand has a long and proud history of contribulions.\t@’\[fﬂérnationaI security
operations. Most recently, the NZDF has deployed to Sologibm.ISlands in response to
unrest there and has personnel in Europe supporting interpational military assistance to
Ukraine. Cabinet also recently extended the mandates f\fon'rNZDF deployments in Africa
and the Middle East. These deployments reflect our cgjﬁ"_imif'ment to working with partners
in the maintenance of the international rules-based dystem.

o Defence cooperation with the US supports"a\_ secure, stable, and resilient Pacific.
New Zealand welcomes the US’ desire to er%@e more with the Pacific, including through

defence cooperation. | - s6(a)

o

* You may wish to reflect on yountime at the Shangri-La Dialogue and your speech at the
session on climate changgﬁf.-ar'jﬁ-ﬁreen defence. New Zealand is pleased to contribute to
the INDOPACOM Pacifi¢ ‘Environmental Security Forum (PESF) and INDOPACOM
Community for Indo-Pacific’Climate Security Forum (CIPCS), both of which are aimed at
improving the resilignce of Indo-Pacific countries against climate change and other

environmental imp\qf:'ts’i [Note one of Admiral Aquilino’s priorities is to address the military
impacts of climate-¢hange. ]

« You may alsish to talk about your priorities as Minister of Defence.

o) _F"épple are Defence’s greatest asset. Defence needs to ensure that personnel are

(/1eady and supported to face the challenges ahead, including strategic competition

(o~ ~and climate change (as identified in the Defence Assessment 2021 which was
~ published by the Ministry of Defence).

') o Thefocus on infrastructure will ensure members of the Defence Force can live and
A work in buildings that are healthy, safe and fit-for-purpose both now and in the future.
Investment in defence infrastructure will also help accelerate the recovery by
providing opportunities for local businesses.

o The Pacific priority reflects current challenges faced by Pacific Island countries and
the important role Defence has in supporting this. The security and stability of the
Pacific is intimately tied to that of New Zealand.



Engagement in the Indo-Pacific

Pacific-led regional mechanisms. This approach was reaffirmed at the recent Pagi

Emphasise the importance New Zealand places on working regional issues throu
Islands Forum meeting in Fiji.

and other support to Pacific partners for the next three months. This is our
Operation Mahi Tahi and includes maritime patrols by Orion aircraft to detectand deter
illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing. ,9

e Other recent activities that the New Zealand Defe_nce Force has und

» Two of our ships departed New Zealand last week to provide a range of m_ariiimes:\w"rly

d's current extensive programme of investment includes the introduction into

&, 0f four Boeing P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft (NZ$2.4 billion) and five

Kheed Martin C-130J Hercules (NZ$1.5 billion) to replace our current fleet. This
expénditure was a once-in-a-generation commitment for New Zealand '



Background

Military Information
Defence budget US$801 billion (2021) — around 3.5 per cent of GDP
Military personnel Total — approx. 2.2 million ..
Active — approx. 1.4 million O\
Reserve — approx. 857,000 & 'f\ N
Deployments (as UN Command and UN Military Armisfrce Commission
applicable) (Republic of Korea) A *
Op Gallant Phoenix (Jordanl‘ ( ‘n
Multinational Force and Ops&h@rs (Egypt)

Defence relationship milestones

=

1965

Joint Logistics Pool to support_lAp.téij;ftl’g research established with the US
(Defence cooperation in thisF area.continued throughout the period of the
1984-2012 *rift’). e &

§ A %

1984

NZ Government refused di‘plo#natéc clearance for a visit to New Zealand by a
US Navy warship, as a_’,ir%sult of which US ‘suspended’ its responsibilities for
NZ under ANZUS.__fa_t)Br Clrtailed defence relations. At the heart of the issue
was disagreem%nt‘*a\z‘er New Zealand’s anti-nuclear policies.

2010

Wellington*DéE]_aFatfon on a new strategic partnership between New Zealand

and the US, ?igned by respective Ministers of Foreign Affairs.

2012

Y

Washi_ﬁ\gf‘oh Declaration on Defence Cooperation, which signalled the re-birth
ofthe bilateral defence relationship.

2016.

;:'The visit by USS Sampson to New Zealand for the Royal New Zealand Navy's

4 (RNZN) 75" Anniversary in November 2016: the first by a US warship since

the 1984 rift. Along with a number of vessels in New Zealand for this event,

the ship assisted with the response to the Kaikoura earthquake.




Bilateral defence relationship

The US is an essential security, intelligence, and defence partner for New Zealand. The US
has the largest security and defence capability globally, and we have shared interests in a
safe, prosperous, and sustainable world. (]/

2 New Zealand's defence engagement with the US is broad and deep, and spans almo
all NZDF capabilities. Engagement occurs at all levels and includes shared <:Iefeﬁéiq

deployments, maritime security, counter-terrorism, peacekeeping, and humanita
assistance.

3. There is a high tempo to bilateral defence engagement, suppo the
interoperability of our forces and the platforms they use. New Zealand and the gularly
participate in joint training exercises, across a large number of domains. Newgq; aland places

great value in these exercises, which make a significant contribution to , generation of
NZDF capability. NZDF is currently participating in Exercise RIMPAC, icked off in late
June.

.%021 was a positive
ilateral relationship. The
980s and the introduction

4. The visit of the USS Howard to New Zealand in Nov
engagement for our two navies and a clear symbol of our cl
USS Howard's visit was the second US Navy ship visit si

of New Zealand's nuclear-free legislation, following the vig% e USS Sampson in 2016 for
the Royal New Zealand Navy’s 75th anniversary, and v as diverted to Kaikoura to assist
with response efforts in the aftermath of the 2016 § ke.

Defence cooeraﬂon

‘integrated deterrence” (all of
it and working in partnership with like-minded countries), whic
ing National Defense Strategy, ; R

The New ZealandMinist of Defence has agreed to chair the |NDPACOM Pacific
y Working Group (PWG) and is currently drafting



Forum in 2019 as a joint MOD-MFAT initiative. i

Strategic Commitments & Engagements, New Zealand Defence Force

July 2022 (b
N

International Branch, Ministry of Defence (]/



Meeting with United States Deputy Secretary of State, Wendy Sherman

TBC: Sunday 7 August, 1800-1830

Purpose

The US Deputy Secretary of State is visiting New Zealand as
part of a wider tour of the Pacific, following her visit to Solomon %
Islands for the Guadalcanal commemorations. We are seeking |
a bilateral meetlng for you and Deputy Secretary Sherman in
Honiara [ (]  Deputy
Secretary Sherman will then meet meet Prime Minister Ardern :
and a range of officials in New Zealand on Tuesday 9 August.

The objectives for this meeting are to:

1. Reinforce New Zealand's value as a defence and AN
security partner. ,.'ﬂ
2. Reaffirm New Zealand’s commitment to the mtematienal
rules-based system. 4
3. Welcome opportunities to work together to suppor’c the needs of Pacific countries,
including on climate change —the Pacific's gre‘atest self-identified security concern.

Biography and context < ; )

Wendy R. Sherman was confirmed by tie, Seﬁate on 13 April 2021 and sworn in as the

21* and first female Deputy Secretary eT"S‘tete on 14 April 2021. Prior to assuming this
position, Deputy Secretary Sherman Was professor of the practice of public leadership
and director of the Center for Public® ‘Leddership at the Harvard Kennedy School. She was
also a Senior Fellow at the Schopl's Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs,
and a Senior Counselor at Aibnght Stonebridge Group.

From 2011-2015, Deputy Secfretary Sherman served as Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, where.she travelled to 54 countries and led the US negotiating team that
reached agreemerit, 5:1 the Iran Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action for which, among
other diplomatic accempllshments she was awarded the National Security Medal by
President Baraek Obama.

She prewous!y served at the State Department as Counselor under Secretary Madeleine
Albright, @s: Speclal Advisor to President Clinton and Policy Coordinator on North Korea,
and ag’ Assasiant Secretary for Legislative Affairs under Secretary Warren Christopher.

Shé 8[50 previously served on the President’s Intelligence Advisory Board, was Chair of
_thé Board of Directors of Oxfam America, and served on the US Department of Defense’s

%, \¢Policy Board and Congressional Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass
* Destruction, Proliferation, and Terrorism.

Deputy Secretary Sherman attended Smith College, and received a B.A. cum laude from
Boston University and a Master’s degree in Social Work from the University of Maryland.

She is married to Bruce Stokes and has a daughter, Sarah, and two grandsons.




Key messages

The bilateral defence partnership with the US is built on deep roots, shared values,
and history. Itis deeply important to New Zealand. The visit of the USS Howard to New
Zealand in November 2021 was a clear symbol of this close relationship.

Acknowledge Prime Minister Ardern's recent successful visit to the United States and
meeting with President Biden, including the release of the US-NZ Joint Statement. The

of our strategic partnership. it also notes that our countries will work together to expand

our cooperation in other ways. One such way could be looking for opportunmes o\~

support Pacific countries as they address climate change.

Emphasise the importance New Zealand places on supporting Pacifict pnonties
respecting Pacific-led institutions, and working regional issues through Pacﬁ' ic-led

regional mechanisms. This approach was reaffirmed at the recent Raeifi ic Islands
Forum meeting in Fiji. "-._\_, .

.f\

New Zealand has a long and proud history of contributions to. mte'matlonal security
operations. Most recently, the NZDF has deployed to Solomon' Islémds in response to
unrest in 2021 and has personnel in Europe suppomng "international military
assistance to Ukraine. Cabinet also recently extendefl the mandates for NZDF
deployments in Africa and the Middle East. These deplqyments reflect our commitment
to working with partners in the maintenance of the m‘ternatronal rules-based system.

Acknowledge the US’ significant contributions ‘to Ukraine in support of their self-
defence, and thank the US for its leadership-.You may wish to outline New Zealand's
military contributions to Ukraine, which |hcludé deploying a NZDF C-130H Hercules
aircraft and 66 personnel to Europe, ) pmvzde intelligence, liaison, and logistics
contributions to partner efforts to support the self-defence of Ukraine. We have also
deployed 30 personnel and ampranjtioh to the United Kingdom to train the Ukrainian
Army in the use ofthe L119 Ilghff eld gun, as well as donating surplus aiming systems.

Engagement in the Pacific (7,

L]

Cooperation with the US supports a peaceful, secure, stable, and resilient Pacific.
New Zealand welcomes the US’ deSIre to engage more with the Pacific |

62'

Acknowiecfge the recent launch of the US-led Partners of the Blue Pacific initiative,
which, pr‘owdes a good initial framework to coordinate closely with partners, at officials
Ie\i’ei in response to Pacific priorities.

Emphasise the importance New Zealand places on working regional issues through
Pacific-led regional mechanisms. This approach was reaffirmed at the recent Pacific
Islands Forum meeting in Fiji. Note our overriding priority in the Pacific Islands Forum
remains strong and enduring regional unity.

Two of our ships departed New Zealand late July to provide a range of maritime
security and other support to Pacific partners for the next three months. This is part of

Statement notes that defence and security will become an ever-more important focus_._—----'l"{ D)

’)



our Operation Mahi Tahi and includes maritime patrols by Orion aircraft to detect and
deter illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing.

the session on climate change and green defence. New Zealand is pleased to
contribute to the Indo-Pacific Command (INDOPACOM)-led Pacific Environmental
Security Forum (PESF) and INDOPACOM Community for Indo-Pacific Clima
Security Forum (CIPCS), both aimed at improving Indo-Pacific countries resillénc
against climate change and other environmental impacts.

s6(a), sa{b)(i)

You may wish to reflect on your time at the Shangri-La Dialogue and your speech at q)

* New Zealand’s curren extnsive programme of investment includes the introduction
into service of four Boeing P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft (NZ$2.4 billion) and
five Lockheed Martin C-130J Hercules (NZ$1.5 billion) to replace our current fleet.

e Other recent major capability enhamcements include:
o the completion of the major upgrade for the frigates:



o the entry into service of the new tanker Aotearoa and dive-hydro vessel
Manawanui: and

o New armoured Bushmaster vehicles and networked communications for the
Army.

4."\

Py

e The cumulative expenditure on these and other projects has lifted New Zealand’s &
defence expenditure. p‘.

&
&

| 9 N
e | have launched a Defence Policy Review. This will help shape our future mvestmentsﬁ’a Té )

to ensure they are relevant to the challenges identified in in our recent Defencié t
Assessment..




Background

C

Y

Military Information
Defence budget US$801 billion (2021) — around 3.5 per cent of GDP
|
Military personnel Total — approx. 2.2 million
Active — approx. 1.4 million o ”\ )

Deployments (as
applicable)

W

Reserve — approx. 857,000

o
UN Command and UN Military Armisticg "Commission
(Republic of Korea) %\~

-

Op Gallant Phoenix (Jordan) (“k

2% N
Multinational Force and Obse[ye_ISf-(Egypt)

£ &

Defence relationship milestones

. &l W,
N

Joint Logistics Pool to support Anta"{htjc-'?i‘éé.earch established with the US

1965
(Defence cooperation in this area fgoptinued throughout the period of the
1984-2012 'rift’). N e r, v

1984 | NZ Government refused dlpﬁjrﬁaf‘lc clearance for a visit to New Zealand by a
US Navy warship, as a fesult of which US ‘suspended’ its responsibilities for
NZ under ANZUS and curtailed defence relations. At the heart of the issue
was disagreement ovef New Zealand's anti-nuclear policies.

2010 | Wellington Decléfé;‘fbn on a new strategic partnership between New Zealand
and the US{«Sf[gned by respective Ministers of Foreign Affairs.

& ‘.'T?) 'g._

2012 Washingﬁo_-rfi"Declaration on Defence Cooperation, which signalled the re-birth
of tha_"hj{l‘z}teral defence relationship.

2016 | ‘The visit by USS Sampson to New Zealand for the Royal New Zealand Navy's

~p(RNZN) 75t Anniversary in November 2016; the first by a US warship since
“‘the 1984 rift. Along with a number of vessels in New Zealand for this event,

the ship assisted with the response to the Kaikoura earthquake.




Bilateral defence relationship

The US is an essential security, intelligence, and defence partner for New Zealand. The
US has the largest security and defence capability globally, and we have shared interests
in a safe, prosperous, and sustainable world.

2. New Zealand's defence engagement with the US is broad and deep, and spans
almost all NZDF capabilities. Engagement occurs at all levels and includes shared (1/
defence deployments, maritime security, counter-terrorism, peacekeeping, and Q)
humanitarian assistance. '\cb

by, the

interoperability of our forces and the platforms they use. New Zealand and

3. There is a high tempo to bilateral defence engagement, supported
regularly participate in joint training exercises, across a large number of do%ﬁew

Zealand places great value in these exercises, which make a significant con on to
the generation of NZDF capability. NZDF is currently participating in Exe@q IMPAC,

which kicked off in late June. N
4. The visit of the USS Howard to New Zealand in November @a‘s a positive

engagement for our two navies and a clear symbol of our close bil relationship. The
USS Howard’s visit was the second US Navy ship visit si e 1980s and the
introduction of New Zealand's nuclear-free legislation, fol the visit of the USS
Sampson in 2016 for the Royal New Zealand Navy's 75 iversary, and which was
diverted to Kaikoura to assist with response efforts'i e aftermath of the 2016
earthquake. \

Defence cooperation

e US continues to promote its concept of “inte
ment and working in partnership with like-minded c
its upcoming National Defense Strategy, &

8. The NewZaIand Ministry of efnce has agreed to chairthe INOPACM Pacific R
Environmental Security Partnership Policy Working Group (PWG) and is currently drafting
three-year work plan. : '  sB(@); selbj() '

New Zealand



Partners in the Blue Pacific

9. The Partners in the Blue Pacific initiative was launched in June 2022. It currently
mprises New Zealand, Australia, Japan the United Kingdom, and the United States,

fic will bring with it increased presence, resources, and attention across a wide range
of issues where collectlve action will be essential to make progress (e.g. climate change,
[U]0] ﬂshmg. and economic prosperity)

‘..

\zﬂtemaﬁonaf Branch, Ministry of Defence; Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Q; Strategic Commitments & Engagements, New Zealand Defence Force
Q~ July 2022



MINISTER OF DEFENCE BRIEF - COPENHAGEN UKRAINE
CONFERENCE

2030hr — 2230hr Thursday 11 August

Context

You have been invited by the Denmark Minister of Defence Morten Bedskov to attend this
meeting, co-hosted by Denmark and the UK. The purpose of this meeting is to further
strengthen cooperation and dialogue between Ukraine and its Northem European allies. The
conference will discuss a number of papers, presented by partners, which discuss wa sﬂ?/
enhance support to Ukraine across training, funding and industry dimensions. Copi %
these papers are attached to this pack. ,\%

The conference is taking place in Copenhagen, with in-person and virtual attenﬁa:s. A list of
countries who are attending is summarised below. Classified briefings WHW ce after

the opening remarks of this conference, scheduled to finish at 10.30pm N ew Zealand
will be represented in-person by a Liaison Officer to NATO. {\
You will not be making a statement during the conference. 4 0

>

Attendees ‘(Q
Minister of Defence, Peeni Henare N
Assistant Chief, Strategic Commitments and Engage O,Air Commodore Darryn Webb
Military Secretary, Captain Shane Arndell \\
Intermediate Analyst, IIEIAGOMA '\rb
.\0

2030hr: Opening remarks

Agenda | Oé\\

2215hr: Closing remarks

= VTC session ends — classified briefings for the remainder of the conference



Countries attending and head of delegation (as at 4 August)




TE OPE KATUA O AOTEAROA

DEFENCE FORCE

7% MANATU KAUPAPA
v WAONGA

NEW ZEALAND
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Submission to the Minister of Defence

Progress Update against Ministerial Priorities (1 April to 30 June 2022)

MaD ref: 77-2022 NZDF tracking: 2022-219

Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Minister of Foreign Affqi@

To provide an update on progress against Ministerial priori%[or Defence
Recommended actions: x '(\

a) Note the attached quarterly report outlining progress against Ministehial priorities; Yes / No
b) Note the next quarterly progress report will be provided to yos ce in November; Yes/No
¢) Provide any feedback on the content to Defence ofﬁcia{ Yes / No

d) Refer a copy of this submission and attached repom Prime Minister, Minister Yes /No
of Finance and Minister of Foreign Affairs for their ness.

COCN
&O

MINISTER OF DEFENCE O
Date: %)
O

ST M 4 A
/S & -4
KR SHORT QO ANDREW BRIDGMAN
Air Marshal \} Secretary of Defence
Chief of Defence Fo‘@. Date:

Z.9.22

MOD contact.

e

Agencies nvolved:
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MINISTER OF DEFENCE BRIEF - UK
GROUP

0000 - 0400 Thursday 21 July 2022

Context
New Zealand has been invited by the United States

RAINE DEFENSE CONTACT

(host) to attend this meeting. Secretary QD

Austin and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Mark Milley are organising this evept
to sustain the momentum from the previous meetings, and continue providing Ukraine with ?&\
capabilities it requires to meet its security assistance needs. T

The New Zealand Ambassador to Belgium and NATO Military Representative al‘%ﬂbd the
previous in-person meeting hosted in Brussels on 15 June. A formal message ﬁ\thi meeting

is attached to this brief at Annex A.

A summary of New Zealand's contributions to support Ukraine is attachq:Q@mex B.

Attendees:

Assistant Chief, Strategic Commitments and Engagements A{@modom Darryn Webb

(Wellington)

Military Secretary, EERENESEC) M (Whangare
Intermediate Analyst, IEEI@TE0EE (Wellington)

Agenda * (b

Opening Remarks: 0000 NZT 2 C}

1 &0
N

Concluding remarks: 0350



Annex A: Report of the third meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group

RAPOPOTO — SUMMARY
The third meeting of the US-sponsored Ukraine Defence Contact Group featured several

assessments of the conflict || )
R e B T |
with the conflict being likened to a World War (]/

TS N AR T
| style battle of atrition | )
B R S B e N

I e e M e 2 s6(8) ™

PURONGO - REPORT

We (HOM, NATO MilRep, First Secr ‘olitical, MA to NATO MilRep) attended the third
meeting of the US-led Ukraine Defente.@ontact Group at NATO headquarters in Brussels on
15 June. Led by US Defenc’?%igjry Lloyd Austin, the meeting was attended by Defence

Ministers and other represe rom 45 countries! as well as NATO and the EU ahead
of the NATO Defence Minisqu meeting on 16 and 17 June.

2 The group ai &oordinate aid to Ukraine to support its seif-defence. The purpose
of this particular megti as to identify and examine the next steps needed to support
Ukraine’s self-de ecretary Austin’s public opening remarks are here.

Update 0 ba?@!e.fd conditions —

3 g that it was now 112 days since Russia's ‘full scale” invasion began, Ukraine's
ster Oleksii Reznikov implored the meeting to provide short-term help now —

hy



Eight weeks since R
its offensive in Donbas, it had become a battle of attrition (with World War |

9

10 Minjster-Reznikvo outlined some of the developments in supplying weapons to

Ukraine sfnce the last meeting of the Contact Group in May. [EELC S




T T Y S R N P Ty Lkrainian grain
and oil are stuck in its Black Sea ports causing problems for global food security. Export of

these products required freedom of navigation in the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov for
which it was necessary to increase the capability of the Ukrainian navy, s e

sV

_\Q)
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TAKUPU - COMMENT
20 R

[ HEs s iy | q\

21 qa—
raiffé’s partners have contributed generously, quickly

and at scale. Neighbouring cour in particular (along with the US and UK) have

contributed especially gene Qusiih notwithstanding their own defence needs on NATO's
eastern flank, ¥ s6(a

MUTU - ENDS.



Annex B: Summary of Ukraine Contributions

suitable Cabinet co

Date

Topic

to 30 November. Officials are warking with
mmittee for Ministers

will propose the immedia

development of a Cabinet
contribute to an infantry tr
Forces of Ukraine (AFU). While officials are
te deployment to the United Kingdom of B

—

Announcement

Value of assistance NZ$
million

Status

Total

Military

Economlic

Diplomatic

41.91

27
June

Diplomatic

Contribution of $1
mililon to the
International
Criminal Court and
announce New
Zealand's Intention
to intervene In the
ICJ case agalnst
Russla

29.695

8.000

3.615

1.0 | In the process of being transfesred.

2O
N
>

Paper to respond to
aining programme of

Ministerial offices to identify a
to consider the proposal.

O‘%Fff‘ y

v
@Cb

27
June

Diplomatic

Secondment of a
senlor NZ military
officer to support
the International
Criminal Court
Investigations

27
June

Military

Deploying an
additional llalson

officer tu.:.g. (3) |
for two months

0.800

Scopi| ﬁsa is underway,

&

id

0.052 \(b\

Deployment is under way.

27
June

Military

Extending the
deployment of two
NZDF llalson
officers to Belglum
and the UK to 30
November

Deployment is under way.

27
June

Military

Extending the \
deployment of four

Deployment is under way.

her six NZDF
A intelligence
'sts deployed to
the UK to 30

November

0.568

Deployment is under way,

Extending the
deployment of six
NZDF Intelligence
analysts to the UK
and the use of NZ
based open-source
intelligence
capability to 30
November

0571

Deploymant is under way.

27
June

Military

$4.5 milllon to the
NATO Trust Fund for
non-lethal military
assistance

45

Funds In the process of being transferred

23
May

Military

Artillery Training
team, surplus

1.205

Training has been completed and all personnel
have relumed ta NZ.




ND

Value of assistance NZ$ Status
Date| Topic Announcement million
Military | Economic |Diplomatic
equipment and
training ammunition.
3 Economic | $2 milllon to 2000 Contestable funding round launched on 9 May.
May New Zealand Proposals from NZ Disaster Response
Disaster Response Partnership NGO partners have been received
Partnership NGOs. and are being assessed.
11 | Military C-130H Hercules 3977 The NZDF C-130H has completed 46
Apr and 60-atrong NZDF operational flights I‘rnn_{m_
team to Europe to
e PETTmTa. \
supplles. 132 flying hours and fransported 18
stores and 75 passengers.' The alrtréfhe
supporting crew have now relurned I
Zosland
-
11 | Miitary Elght NZDF logistics | 0575 The NZDF logistics specipis \mva embedded
Apr specialists based in in the International DongriCogrdination Centre in
Germany. Germany and are wafkinlalongside senior AFU
officials and part BlieN representativas. Their
main fask is t lige aid deliveries and
schedule ansporiation with the nations
who are airlift capabilities. The mobile
logisti| ave supported each mission
by tie NZDF C-130H in order to
load and ensure all cargo
s rements have been met, particularly in
= \ pect to the carriage of munitions.
11 | Military $7.6 million to 7.500 \ Paid to UK MoD, and purchase of materiel (i |
Apr contribute to 4 ‘bh () confirmed with the UK,
weapons and |.\
ammunition * ( J
procurement via the \
United Kingdom. x
11 |miltary | $4.1 milllon to 4.1% _) M Pald.
Apr support commercial
gatellits access for
the Ukrainian Defence Q]
Intelligence. N
11 | Diplomatic | $1 million to the A 1.000 | Working with OHCHR to agree grant contr bution
Apr Office of the H@:{ letter and transfer funds before end-June;
Commissl OHCHR comfortable with funding t!maframe
Human s,
11 | Diplomatic | $50 fdr the 0.500 | Finalising terms of engagement with extemal
Apr Inl%annl Court legal counse! for NZ intervention in Ukraine ICJ
oty Ustice and case,
"!g?naﬂonal
A minal Court.
28 |M Nine New Zealand 0.656 Intelligence—The NZDF analysts have
Mar | Defence Force integrated seamlessly with and provided a
{ personnael to the meaningful contribution to th he an alytical output
9 United Kingdom and and resilience dw
- @ Belgium, o support Lialson—NATO e UK are critical plavers
& G > intelligence and in supporling Ukraine's self-defence. The NZDF
\) engagement worlk. ligison officers have enhanced the flow of
( information, ensuring New Zealand's
Ve ) contributions were clearly understood by
"-,--'*"“ partners. They have also informed
» New Zealand-based officials on what Ukraine's
) ongoing needs are and the niche areas where
we may add value.
1 As at 24 May 2022,



Value of assiatance NZ$
million s
Date| Topic Announcement
Military | Economic |Diplomatic

26 | Diptomatic | $315,000 to help the 0.315 | Grant letters agreed with ICC. Payment will ba
Mar International made on receipt of signed response letter from

Criminal Court's ICC.

urgent resource

noeds.
21 | Military $56 million for non- 5.000 NATO Trust Fund contribution pald. TAIT radios
Mar lethal miiitary have been delivered.

asslatance, of which N

$4.24 million to NATO

Trust Fund and $0.76

_rrnilllon purchase of

ait communications C)

equipment. b\
15 | Economic |$2 million to the UN 2.000 Paid. ‘
Mar Ukralne

Humanitarian Fund. P
15 | Economic | $2 million to UN 2,000 Paid. \::J
Mar Refugee Agency \

(UNHCR).
28 | Economic | $2 miion to 2,000 Peid. (N
Feb International

Committee of the K

Red Cross, & 0

N
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Niii WAONGA

b NEW ZEALAND
Y MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

AIDE MEMOIRE: NOTIFICATION OF OPERATION CRUCIBLE
TRANSIT OF THE SOUTH CHINA SEA IN OCTOBER 2022

{
Decision sought: what am | being asked for? oV

a

@)
Advise Cabinet in advance of New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) pi to conduct
Operation CRUCIBLE, a transit of the South China Sea. [CAB-21-Min(;ﬂgQ refers].

Key messages:
1.

4.

Vol

)
The NZDF's HMNZS AOTEAROA will conduct an independe,nt:l@?sit in the South China
Sea (Op CRUCIBLE) between 4-21 October 2022. X\~

HMNZS AOTEAROA's transit of the South China Sea erqgt}te to Republic of Korea and
Japan before returning to New Zealand accomplishes: iﬁree key tasks:

o Demonstrate New Zealand's support for th (“nkh)ciples of freedom of navigation
and overflight in accordance with intemati%“a w, particularly the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), * QJ" .

e Contribute to NZDF personnel é@aﬁz}hg and building situational awareness of
developments in the region; and ~\"

¢ Provide opportunities for eng{%gent with regional partners, including a port visit
to Kota Kinabalu in Malayii@}q-f
’\

Op CRUCIBLE is consislerﬂv?ﬁh New Zealand's updated policy position on the South
China Sea which included4 fecommendation for a regular defence presence in South
East Asia, and a brc er range of activities in the South China Sea in support of
New Zealand’s inte\fa}sts.

The overall ris _6_?;the deployment is assessed as [1:()]] Standard measures are in place
to manage risk'and not unduly escalate tensions.

How often g%@%onduct Op CRUCIBLE?

Op QF{@EIBLE is the name given to Royal New Zealand Navy activities in the Asia Pacific
Re@iﬁm. The aim of these operations is to facilitate the generation of Naval Force Elements
and support New Zealand's interests by maintaining NZDF presence and engagement in
the wider Asia region. In 2021, the NZDF conducted one Op CRUCIBLE in conjunction
with the UK Carrier Strike Group and participation in the Five Power Defence
Arrangements 50™ Anniversary Exercise, Exercise Bersama Gold.

This is the second and final Op CRUCIBLE of 2022, which follows on from the August
2022 transit of the South China Sea by HMNZS AOTEAROA en route to Singapore for a
hull survey following RIMPAC.




Why now and why this route?

* It is planned for HMNZS AOTEAROA to depart Singapore in early October upon
completion of its hull survey.

* HMNZS AOTEAROA will take the opportunity while in Asia to go to Republic of Korea and

Japan via the South China Sea to undertake planned engagements. Transiting the South
China Sea is the most expeditious route from Singapore.

What are the risks?
e The overall risk of the deployment is assessed (N s6(a) |

o Op CRUCIBLE will see HMNZS AOTEAROA undertake a standard ﬁar@@ﬂi}e from
Singapore utilising commercial shipping lanes. l\

particularly as HMNZS AOTEAROA is a fleet tanker with the rol roviding

How will risks be mitigated?

3
* Measures are in place to manage risk and supp % NZDF's routine presence in the
South China Sea without unduly escalating reg nsions:

o HMNZS AOTEAROA will observe a con@ative distance from all claimed territories
in the region. e CN

Will the HMNZS A ROA go through the Taiwan Strait en route to North Asia?
* No, theH AOTEAROA will not go through the Taiwan Strait.

e Geogr Efnally, this transit are a significant distance away from the Taiwan Strait where
the ?e&heightened tensions.




Media points - if raised

Reactive media talking points

There will not be a proactive media release issued on the HUNZS AOTEROA's transit of South
China Sea as this is a routine transit using commercial shipping lanes from South East Asia to
the Republic of Korea and Japan. We have prepared the following media lines for u%}i{,asked
about HMNZS AOTEAROA's Op CRUCIBLE: O

p\J

 In October 2022, HMNZS AOTEAROA undertook a routine transit in 8duth East Asia, a
training environment that provides high-density maritime traffic and pr pares the ship's crew
for operations over busier regions. More significantly though is thatshe South China Sea is a
major shipping route and the most expedient track from South Egﬂ';tb North East Asia.

’\“\

* NZDF’s fleet tanker, HMNZS AOTEAROA, transited the i@)@China Sea en route to North
Asia for defence engagements with Republic of Korea afidvJapan following a scheduled hull
survey in Singapore. «O"

WO

» Transits by NZDF vessels through the South C ’h@ 8ea have occurred frequently for decades
due to it being a major global shipping rout,égéﬁ a critical path for ongoing engagement in
South East Asia in support of our partp&vM the region. These transits demonstrate our

continued interest in and commitmen@m‘é‘region.

¢ HMNZS AOTEAROA's transit of_\tﬁé South China Sea was conducted in accordance with
international law at all times, pé&!@dlarly the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS). (?(“

E\}_

¢ New Zealand continug{:ﬁ?’act in support of the maintenance of the rules based international
system, demonstrating support for the unrestricted freedom of navigation and overflight

through internat{i_/‘_ofl | waters as guaranteed in UNCLOS.

@

\&

ol

N

@
b
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DEFENCE FORCE

X MANATU KAUPAPA
7. WAONGA

NEW ZEALAND
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Submission to the Minister of Defence

INCOMING VISITS OF FOREIGN DEFENCE LEADERSHIP TO NEW ZEALAND
MoD ref: 069-2022 NZDF tracking: 2022-193

Type of submission: JEENG LTEN LN 1 August 2022 q/

Purpose: This submission informs you of upcoming foreign senior defen rship
visits where a Ministerial meeting has been sought and recom sa
criteria to assess requests against. This submission also ad¥iges you of a
large number of expected visits to New Zealand by key sgg'a from the

United States.
Recommended actions: : O

a) Note that there is considerable interest from foreign defence k ders to visit Yes/ No
New Zealand in late-2022, especially the United States.

b) Note that officials will continue to inform you of incomirg\@ls by foreign defence Yes / No
key leaders once plans have been finalised.

Yes / No

Yes / No

Yes / No

MINISTER OF NCE
Date: @
N
E 6

KR SHORT

Air Marshal

Chief of Defence Force
Date: 22 =uL 22>

Alr Comimodore Damryn Webb  Ph: |
aios Pere [7re]
Ministry of Defence, New Zealand Defence Force




TE OPE KATUA O AOTEAROA c%@ MANA‘I’U KAUPAPA

DEFENCE FORCE NEW ZEALAND

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

19 July
b
N

INCOMING VISITS OF FOREIGN DEFENCE LEADERSHIP TO NE\@LAND

Minister of Defence

Purpose

1. This submission informs you of upcoming foreign seni \ence leadership visits
where a Ministerial meeting has been sought and reco ds a criteria to assess
requests against. This submission also advises you of a number of expected visits

to New Zealand by key leaders from the United Sta
Increasing Number of Incoming Visits \'Q

2. Asaresult of New Zealand's borders ning, there are a number of foreign key
leaders wanting to visit New Zealand in oming months. The first of these visits are
scheduled for late July to early Aguist 2022, following the Indo-Pacific Chiefs of
Defence meeting in Sydney. Prep ohs for these visits are now underway.




6. Confirmed upcoming visits to New Zealand which fit above criteria include:
a.  Chief of Defence Staff Tonga — 29 July to 5/6 August;

b.  Commander United States Indo-Pacific Command (INDOPACOM) — 30 July
to 1 August; and

c. Commander of the Republic of Fiji Military Forces — 20 to 23 September.
Incoming Visits by US Defence Leadership cgll

7. There are also a considerable number of US defence key leaders me%sted in

visiting New Zealand in 2022, which is anticipated to continue into 20
s6(a), s6(b)(1)

. In addition to meetmg yourself, we anticipate that ey wm want to call on the

Next Stepybo.)

1. %@lce officials will continue to keep your office informed of upcoming visits by
SQ reign defence leaders where a Minister-level meeting has been sought.

Recommendations
12. Itis recommended that you:

a.  Note that there is considerable interest from foreign defence key leaders to
visit New Zealand in late 2022, especially the United States.

b. Note that officials will continue to inform you of incoming visits by foreign
defence key leaders once plans have been finalised.

2



KR SHORT
Air Marshal
Chief of Defence Force
Date: 22 g2 22



