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Tēnā koe T Barnett 
  
Official information request HNZ00015328  
 
Thank you for your email on 28 March 2023, asking for the following which has been 

considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act): 

 
“approximately 80 people that attended the conference and listed their organisation as Te 
Whatu Ora - Health New Zealand. 
 
are you confirming that there was no cost to the taxpayer for their attendance, and that they 
travelled and attended in their own time at their own expense”.  
 

As outlined in our response sent to you on 26 January 2023, we do not hold the information you 

have requested. Therefore, your request is refused under 18(g) of the Act. This is because Te 

Whatu Ora does not organise or record attendance at private functions such as the Equity Health 

Conference (EHC) held on the 28 – 29 November 2022 in Auckland.  

Te Whatu Ora employees who attended may have had the cost of attendance met from their 

personal education budgets which form part of their employment agreements, and some will have 

been funded through trusts, while others may have met the cost at their own expense. 

Regarding the 80 people that listed Te Whatu Ora as their organisation, these attendees could be 

from anywhere within our organisation. Some may have also been attendees who are now 

employees of Te Aka Whai Ora – Māori Health Authority.  

If you have any questions, you can contact us at hnzOIA@health.govt.nz. 

If you are not happy with this response, you have the right to make a complaint to the 
Ombudsman. Information about how to do this is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 
by phoning 0800 802 602.  

Nāku iti noa, nā  

 
Michael Cleary  
Interim Lead OIA & Proactive Release 
Government Partnership and Risk  
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