Office of Hon Michael Woodhouse

Minister of Immigration
Minister of Police
Minister for Workplace Relations and Safety

29 JAN 2015

Murdoch Stephens
fyi-request-2329-6f0aa9b4@requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Murdoch Stephens

| refer to your official information request dated 10 December 2014. You requested:

o All departmental advice to the Minister of Immigration between June 10 and December
10 2014 on New Zealand’s Refugee Resettlement Quota.

The information you have requested is attached. Certain information has been withheld under
the following sections of the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act):

e Section 9(2)(a) — to protect the privacy of natural persons

In addition, some information has not been released as it is deemed to be outside the scope
of your request.

| have considered under section 9(1) of the Act whether there are any countervailing public
interest considerations in making the information withheld under section 9(2) available to you,
however, in my view there are none.

You have the right to contest the decision to withhold information by seeking an investigation
and review of that decision by the Ombudsman, whose address for contact purposes is:

The Ombudsman

Office of the Ombudsmen
P O Box 10-152
WELLINGTON

Yours sincerely

A AN

Luke Chappell
Ministerial Advisor

Private Bag 18041, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160, New Zealand. Telephone +64 4 817 6836 Facsimile +64 4 817 6536
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RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (the Ministry) recommen

a agree to the proposed composition of the 2014/15 Refugee Quot& I

Agree/disagree

b note the difficulties the United Nations High Commis gy for Refuge R) has had in
identifying sufficient family-linked cases from the Africa gio e Re uota Programme
and the impact this is likely to have on the percent cages resett that region.
Noted %

c note Cabinet’s decision in June 2014 to eeate, withj 4/15 Refugee Quota, the 150
places not required by Australia to UN inly from the Asia-Pacific region.

Noted
d note that consultations contjnue to tat;e/plac e Ministry and the Australian Department
of Immigration and Bor i relation to each countries refugee quota
programmes.
Noted
G - \&Q
era Bohemen N Hon Murray McCully
for S of Foreign Affairs and Minister of Foreign Affairs

g@ L _<."1‘
)<\\\\_:‘j,/
@:@e‘ Gill Hon Michael Woodhouse
‘Gs.neral Manager Minister of Immigration
\/2 S ﬁlement, Protection
/\‘\\/ and Attracton /... /...
( "-] Immigration New Zealand
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Purpose

1. This paper seeks your agreement to the proposed composition of the 2014/15 Refugee Quota for

resettlement in New Zealand.
UTE CAB M;@
ocatec@ne

2. Background information on the June 2013 Cabinet decisions [AMENDED
20/15 refers] on the three-year Refugee Quota Programme 2013/14- 20
One.

2013/14 Refugee Quota overview

N\ vV
3. In 2013/14, 750 refugees and their immediate family piembers were r in New Zealand

under the Refugee Quota. The percentages resettled f héAsia-Pacific East, Americas
and Africa regions for the 2013/14 Refugee Quota@ (V/C\\-\'

A N N\ /]
Region resettled Percentage of AN \\:/
from refugees resettled/( AN
Asia-Pacific 62% <\ N
Middle East 16 Yo\ S
Americas 19%R NN~ \>“/
Africa N <\:\\\

S~ DN

4.  The percentage resettled fr ss heWregl
agreed to by Cabinet for

difficulty the UNHCR Qi ifying

MINUTE CAB Min 5/and 1 /@

UNHCR on this P
( >

Proposed 2013{/@‘\5\& gee

5. The se composm% e 2014/15 Refugee Quota is designed to meet Government
priori as agreed by Cabinet' in June 2013, the capacities of the refugee resettiement providers,

d caselgads w h been identified by the UNHCR as being most in need of international
p%@@

picies and refugee resettlement providers have been consulted about the

/ve/bernm
|t|on of the 2014/15 Refugee Quota. In addition, discussions have been
”\7 unde enqyith the UNHCR regarding the proposed 2014/15 Refugee Quota and in relation to the
b

al priorities, and refugee protection and resettlement needs.

g this consultation process, it is proposed that the composition of the 2014/15 Refugee
ta mcludes the following nationalities:

\ Asia-Pacific region (includes resettlement from Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Thailand and
'1 Pakistan) — Burmese, Bhutanese, Sri Lankan, Somali, Iraqi, Liberian and Afghan cases

/'
/

. Middle East region (resettlement from Jordan, Lebanon and Syria) — Iragi, Syrian and
Palestinian family-linked cases

. African region (various locations) — such as family-linked cases of Somali, Ethiopian, Eritrean
and a mix of other African nationalities

o Americas region (resettiement from Ecuador) — Colombian cases
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. Large-scale refugee crisis situations (resettlement from Egypt) ~ Syrian cases
8. In addition to the above, the UNHCR may refer for consideration refugee cases of various

nationalities under the emergency resettlement category’.

9.  As part of the decision-making process, INZ’'s on and off-shore screening and assessment of &l
cases submitted by the UNHCR for consideration for resettlement will focug’on credibility, ri
lan

settlement to ensure that the person is not a security risk or character of m to New

and that settlement in New Zealand is the right option for them. All cas@ ergo infnigration
risk assessment, and security and Five Country Conference (FCC)ig ic-€hecks. at
do not meet the Government’s priorities, the agreed Refugee a gramme, aland’s
relevant immigration policies, security and FCC checks and ris ssment will be d ed.

10. Appendix Two outlines the proposed 2014/15 Refugee 9u9tall composition iQn resettled from

and nationality of refugees. N
/) N\ N \ S ,’/,//—-\-\\\",

Large-scale refugee crisis places (7 \/ \ \\) ",!

D
ually within %@e’e Quota Programme to
ituations i e 3, it has been agreed by
13/

11. Following the establishment of up to 50 plac
resettle refugees from large-scale refugee cxj
Ministers that New Zealand will resettle 1
that decision, and processing and logi ired to ¢
the UNHCR, the 100 Syrian refugegs\areNocluded
Quota rather than being spread ovex the 2013/14 g

[ 8 refers]. Given the timing of

the Syrian refugee referrals from
ement within the 2014/15 Refugee
financial years.

African region family-linked cases

13. If the UNHCR contin

ntifying sufficient family-linked cases from the Africa
region, any una edion will be allocated to cases from the Asia-Pacific
region to ensure 4/15 R uota is reached.

Resettlement fro /'a
14. Res@ refugees% Malaysia (Asia-Pacific region) has been included in the 2014/15
e

Refuge ta. Fpllowing the approach taken by our Five Country Conference partners, the new
ﬁ!&b%h

12.  The number of cases pr:

_feferral sases that onsidered by New Zealand for resettlement will be confined to those,
7/ Wh e gon e new resettlement verification mechanisms, where we can be confident
* thereare n<jss ted to their identitv (refer 3421 13-14).

—-\, E 7 pes N\
l N 5 N\
~> 1adN%

NG ) Ot ng éc,@(,:d

@gﬁdﬁent with Australia — 150 places

(//—-\’r?\:"ln June 2013, Cabinet agreed that up to 150 places will be allocated annually from within the
) Refugee Quota to resettle refugees who have been subject to Australia’s offshore processing

N legislation. Cabinet also agreed that should Australia decide not take up the 150 places, then

~—

' Within the Refugee Quota, up to 35 places can be used annually for emergency resettiement cases. These are
individual cases (usually on a dossier basis) that require emergency resettiement due to such reasons as they face
an immediate life-threatening situation, imminent refoulement, deportation or local security threat including arbitrary
arrest, detention or imprisonment, which may result in a violation of their human rights.
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subject to Cabinet’s consideration of the regional allocation, they would be reallocated to UNHCR-
referred refugees [AMENDED MINUTE CAB Min (13) 20/15 refers].

16. Following Cabinet’s decisions in June 2013, Australia advised that they did not require the 150
places for the 2014/15 year.

17. Cabinet agreed on 9 June 2014 to reallocate the 150 places to UNHCR-refeyred refugees,
from the Asia-Pacific region [Cab Min (14) 19/4 refers].

/2
{ ( '
Consultation with Australia \\q }
18. Officials from the Ministry and DIBP exchanged information on ir ntry’s resp e 'Efugee
quota programmes in June 2014 [12/02816 refers]. New Ze nd Australia are\cghtinuing to
collaborate in resettling, within each country’s respective refugee resettieraent programmes,

refugees from Indonesia and Malaysia. As agreed by
Australia is resettling Afghan refugees from Pakistan
refugees from Pakistan (Asia-Pacific region) is pro

fipisters, a new a llaboration with
5328 refer ment of Afghan
Within the u@- gee Quota.
Communication x
19. Pending Ministerial decisions on the propas /15 Re Quota programme, the UNHCR
3% i\%g e
N

will be informed of those decisions stakehelders, \gervice providers and refugee
- \
AN

communities. AN
(\\< A \
\\\.,/'__,.} {:\\\

N\
NN
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Annex One — Refugee Quota Programme 2013/14-2015/16

In June 2013, Cabinet agreed [AMENDED MINUTE CAB Min (13) 20/15 refers] to the three year
Refugee Quota Programme? (2013/14-2015/16), which included that:

e the quota would remain at 750 places annually (plus or minus 10 per cent)
d from Asi

e 50 per cent of places would be allocated to UNHCR referred-refuge t
Pacific region

e 50 per cent places allocated to UNHCR-referred refugees reséttled fronf the res e world —
Africa, the Middle East and the Americas regions

e From 2014/15, up to 150 places will be allocated annially to resettle s who had been

be required to

e From 2014/15, with the implementation of the-re ento t60-fefugees who had been
subject to Australia’s offshore processing tio , 40 en places would be allocated
to UNHCR referred-refugees resettled 1 the Asia-Pacific xegion and 40 per cent to the rest

of the world (11 per cent from Afgics; per cent s Middle East; 18 per cent from the
Americas)
e Only family reunification and fargily-linked ca e selected for resettlement from Africa

and the Middle East region

e Within the agreed r
UNHCR-referred @ d
&

situations

N/ \ :
N\ J \b/ ~
v N\ NN 9
/()(L\ v f/:“'\/\ 3
\,\«; R (LN
S NN~/
/><\\‘ —

2 The Refugee Quota Programme is composed of the following categories: General Protection; Women at Risk and
Medical/Disabled cases. The General Protection category includes family reunification cases and up to 35 emergency cases.
MBIE — BRIEFING: PROPOSED REFUGEE QUOTA 2014/15

IN CONFIDENCE



Annex Two — Proposed 2014/15 Refugee Quota composition

|

2014/15 Proposed Refugee Quota Programme

Region and Large- Nationalities*** 2014/15
scale refugee crisis Refugee Quota
| Asia-Pacific Burmese, Bhutanese, 410
; Afghan, Sri Lankan, (565%)
‘ Iraqi, Sudanese,
1 Iranian
Middle East* Iragi, Palestinian, 50
Syrian (7%)
Africa* Such as Somali, 75
Ethiopian, Eritrean (10%)
and a mix of other
African nationalities //6
__{o\]
Americas Colombian /\/ﬁ \ 9
A T\-@) |
NN G
Large-scale refugee | Syrian “) 10 NN
crisis** ( <% AL Q?SP )
ZO\V I I~ \\N

TOTAL (N AN
%@vﬁ”fé <3\§(ﬁ%)

and Africa

*Family reunion / { mily- h@cé cases fro st o
**Non—fam;lgé)\
***Th )s /@3 my varf \sjlghtly i _the case of submissions on emergency resettlement grounds

\§
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