






























































Note: received early 2024



Curriculum 

1. Curriculum "Refresh" Process

a. The process has been rushed

b. The communications about the process and aims have been poor

c. Engagement is difficult. This is because schools have to sign up for webinars before being allowed

access to draft documents

d. The subject timelines are different, with some overlapping making it difficult to monitor and respond to

e. There are different draft versions in circulation

Therefore. please: 

i. Slow the process

ii. Align the timelines between subjects

iii. Publish draft documents on paper and send them to schools; abandon the web pages and the

PDF downloads

iv. Clearly signal phases of drafting processes

v. Explain rationales for changes between drafts

2. Structures

a. The Know/Understand/Do structure does not work for all subjects

b. The progression model in draft documents is weak

c. The proliferation of documentation is causing confusion. This includes: what is the status of the 2007

NZC compared with the new "refreshed" documents? Common Practice Model? Teaching guides?

Therefore. please: 

3. Content

i. Re-centre subjects and disciplinary knowledge in the curriculum

ii. Allow disciplinary experts to choose the structures for their subjects-do not force them to use

the Know/Understand/Do structure

iii. Clarify how the documents fit together and the relationships between them

iv. Use international benchmarks to base o

a. There are low expectations for students implied in the content

b. Foundations to subjects are missing at primary year levels

c. Subject disciplines have been sidelined. Subject experts no longer recognise their own subjects in the

curriculum documents

d. Shift to 50% Matauranga Maori means that important non-Maori subject content has been pushed out

Therefore. please: 

i. Take an evidence-based approach rather than a socio-cultural approach to content

ii. Establish the foundational knowledge of the disciplines from the beginning

iii. Re-centre disciplinary subject knowledge in the curriculum

iv. Establish the value of Matauranga Maori, but not at the expense of knowledge from elsewhere

v. Prioritise the recruitment and training of teachers ofTe Reo Maori-Matauranga Maori in the

curriculum will follow


