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Pūhoro Charitable Trust 2022 

Funding Background 

Pūhoro STEMM Academy was founded in 2016 and grew to develop several strategic partnerships 

over time to support its kaupapa and ākonga enrolled in the programme with tutoring, scholarships, 

internships, and networking opportunities. One such partnership is with Our Land and Water, who 

sponsored 39 student interns in the summer of 2021-2022. 

The Ministry of Education has been in partnership with Pūhoro since May 2021. In April 2021, Minister 

Davis announced $2.97 million in funding would be provided over three years for Pūhoro STEMM 

Academy, to enable the kaupapa to reach 5000 students across the country. The Ministry facilitates 

this funding stream to Pūhoro in six monthly milestone payments totalling

Background Information 

Launched in 2016, Pūhoro STEMM Academy’s kaupapa is aimed at increasing the rates of participation 

for Māori in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) learning areas, which in turn 

would help boost the rate of Māori entering STEM pathways pathways post-compulsory schooling. 

Pūhoro works directly with secondary school students and their whānau across the country. It provides 

students and whānau with mentoring, tutoring, wānanga (experiential learning and field trips) within 

culturally appropriate settings to help them navigate career pathways into science and technology 

related industries, e.g., with internships from connections with industry partners like Our Land and 

Water. 

Te Tai Tokerau Expansion 

Pūhoro Charitable Trust launched their expansion into the Te Tai Tokerau region on 21 October 2022 
in Whāngarei.  This event was attended by your colleagues Associate Minister Hon Kelvin Davis,  MP 
Willow Jean Prime and the newly elected Mayor of Whangarei, Vince Cocurullo.  

The STEMM academy has experienced significant growth over the last two years and the expansion 
focused in, Te Tai Tokerau is due to the high concentration of Māori living in the north. Pūhoro is 
interested in exploring ways in which they can align kaupapa to iwi and hapū aspirations for their uri.  
Pūhoro kaihautu will begin school visits in Te Tai Tokerau in Term 1 of 2023.  

Manawatū Wānanga 2022 – Palmerston North  
(Renee Davis and Sheryl Waru were guests at this Wananga) 

On 31 October 2022, the Pūhoro Charitable Trust Board hosted their Manawatū Region Term 3 
wānanga at the Awapuni Events Centre in Palmerston North. Workshops  were lead and supported 
by industry partners Fonterra and the event was attended by 120 students from Years 11 – 13. 

A hands-on learning experience was provided for rangatahi through these workshops.  Rangatahi 
used algebra to construct a solar powered car using the knowledge of 'how things work' in order to 
discover how to increase the efficiency of solar powered cars.  The incorporation of sustainable 
Nutrition, Chemistry and Microbiology were also part of the activity workshops run throughout the day.  

Pūhoro Graduation 2022 – Palmerston North 

On November 1, 2022, at the Awapuni Events Centre in Palmerston North, Pūhoro graduated a 
cohort of year 13 tauira.  Staff from Te Pou Tuarongo were privileged to be present at such an 
auspicious event.  

A sense of excitement pervaded the room as the graduates took their seats waiting to hear their 
names called out.  The career pathways Tauira chose to follow in 2023 were inspiring. Several of 
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