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UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Tēnā koe Andrew Riddell 
 
Thank you for your email of 26 October 2024 in which you request the following under 
the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA): 
 

“I request copies of all briefings and similar reports and assessments and 
suggested talking points to the Minister of Foreign Affairs over the Israeli attacks 
on UNIFIL posts in southern Lebanon since 1 October 2024.” 

 
On 4 November 2024, you were contacted to confirm that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (the Ministry) would be interpreting the scope of your request to be for: 
 

“Copies of all briefings and similar reports and assessments and suggested talking 
points prepared by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade for and sent to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs primarily relating to the Israeli attacks on UNIFIL posts 
in southern Lebanon since 1 October 2024.” 

Background  
 
A significant amount of information relating to the Israel-Hamas conflict is publicly 
available on the Ministry’s website. This information is regularly updated and includes 
links to announcements, details on funding, statements and press releases, proactively 
released OIA responses, and responses to frequently asked questions. We encourage 
you to check the Ministry website before submitting future OIA requests, as the 
information you are seeking may already be publicly available:  
 
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/countries-and-regions/middle-east/israel-hamas-conflict 

Response to your request 
 
Please see the following table for a list of documents in scope of your request and 
attached to this response: 
 
# Title Date Decision 

1.  Email subject “Middle East Tensions: 
Update from MFAT: 11 October” 

11 October 2024 Released with some 
redactions. 
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# Title Date Decision 

2.  Email subject “Middle East Tensions: 
Update from MFAT: 12 October” 

12 October 2024 Released with some 
redactions. 

3.  Email subject “Middle East Tensions: 
Update from MFAT: 14 October” 

14 October 2024 Released with some 
redactions * 

4.  Email subject “Middle East Tensions: 
Update from MFAT: 17 October” 

17 October 2024 Released with some 
redactions. 

5.  Email subject “Middle East Tensions: 
Update from MFAT: 21 October” 

21 October 2024 Released with some 
redactions. 

 
* A final version of the recommended X post can be found here: 
https://x.com/NewZealandMFA/status/1845691123186151520  
 
Some information is withheld under the following sections of the OIA: 

• 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the 
international relations of the New Zealand Government;  

• 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy;  

• 9(2)(f)(iv): to protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the 
Crown and officials; 

• 9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments; 
and 

• 9(2)(g)(ii): to protect officers and employees from improper pressure or 
harassment. 

 
Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, no public interest 
in releasing the information has been identified that would override the reasons for 
withholding it. 
 
Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official 
information requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your 
personal information removed) may be published on the Ministry website: 
www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-us/official-information-act-responses/  
 
If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 
DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 
Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 
0800 802 602. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Corbett 
for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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