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Gregory Soar
fyi-request-2909-87f27da2@requests.fyi.org.nz

Ref: H201502585

Dear Mr Soar

Response to your request for official information

Thank you for your letter of 4 July 2015 requesting under the Official Information Act
1982 (the Act) data on the number of deaths per year attributable to pharmaceutical
drugs.

Cause of death data is coded using the International Statistical Classification of
Diseases and Related Health Problems. This classification breaks deaths down by the
type of drug and the intent with which it was taken.

| have attached a table which shows the number of deaths with an underlying cause of
death that is drug related from 2000 to 2012.

Most of these deaths are intentional self-poisonings (suicides) and accidental
poisonings. Accidental poisoning includes accidental overdoses, wrong drug given or
taken in error, drugs taken inadvertently, and accidents in the use of drugs,
medicaments and biological substances in medical and surgical procedures.

If you have any queries about this data, please direct them to Analytical Services,
Ministry of Health. They can be contacted by phone on (04) 496-2000, fax on (04) 816-
2898 or by e-mail (data-enquiries@moh.govt.nz).

| trust this information fulfils your request.

Yours sincerely

v—

Michael Hundleby
Acting National Director
National Health Board
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