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PAFUA New Guinea s
despatching  troop retnfores-
ments to Bougainville as the fate
of up to 25 soldiers remalined
uncertain  yesterday, 48 hours
after a bloody baltle in which
rebels clalm to have killed 14 PNG
troops, captured five and sur-
rounded and wounded the rest,

PNG's Minister of Defence, My
Mathlas 1ape, declined to say y
terday whether the surviving trog
were under slege on Kangu Reac
southernr  Bougainville in  wha
appeared to be the worst clagh™y
rebels {orces in the elght-year cot

Eight PNG soldiers were killed ir)

early 1992 on the uuts?ﬂs*&l\nou-

[? can't tell you
dldiers have been
Ainy have been
old a news conference

Port Moreshy yesterday. Bougain-
e Revolutlonary Army sources
elaimed last night to have already
repelled reinforcements, including
some trying (o land In one of the
Australlan-donated patrol boats,
Rebels sonrces, speaking by radlo
from the island, claimed to be holding
{lve members of the PNQ security
forves who they named ss hostages.
The remaining troops who had left
the bunker anqg dug themselves Intg
the beach were also surrounded by
BRA militants, the sources saidg,
They also confirmed that the
attack had been led by the BRA
tommander of the Southern Region,
Mr Paul Bobby, in the blggest offens-
ve by the rebels since they repelled
PNG troops from the former inter-

natlonnl alrport in 4
The defeat at Aropa Re
brought the PN :
Operation Highsyp
been aimed at flushi

Soldiers stil
W, mall

to the attack, Asked why
PNGDF was focusing on Mr
a former legal adviser to the
0 has been working with the
ert's peace etforts since
9 £ minister saicl: “From our

ninformetion that we have, he (g
eligved to have inclted this activities
AKangu Beash,

‘I will be recommending to the
Pritne Minlster that wo will have him
removed as premier,”

Mr Ijape also received a petition
from the fam{lies of the men in the
missing  bailalion, asking for the
defznce force to be bettepr equipped,
for them to be withidrawn from
Bougainville and for a non -military
s0lLtion Lo the eight-year conflict.

Uniconfirmed reports from the

fsland said that about 300 people
staying at the Government's care-
centre at Kanpu had fled into the
bush after the attack,

In a statement released overnight,
‘the PNG Prime Minister, 8ir Juling
Chan, condemned the attack and
-stcused the rebels of trying to sab-
otage his Government’s e(forts to
solve the criais.

“This barbaic act is not only & major
sethack on progress achieved ta date,
but also aimed at sabotaging ongoing
genuine efforts by both sides in resoly-
ing Lhe Bougainville crisis,” he saicl,

Sir Julius said that the deaths
would not “budge” the Government
from its aim of resolving the Bou-
gainvlille crists. “We will deploy every
poszible means.”
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TWELVE soldiers are be-

lieved to have been killed in a
ctash with rebel forces at the
southern tip of mainiand Bou-
gainville on Sunday.

BRA sources claimed also
that four other soldiers were
captured and eight injure

Defence Force oificess

port. but Prime Mini
Julius Chan during
expressed "‘grave sho
demnation’™ on the
iogs.

If the reports afe
right. the dea.nh.s wod

ible t0 reatore
¥ inville, how-
‘i bis kind of treatment
BRA. oor initiatives and

ent) for peace are once

& mum:wL'Weareconb
i to resolving the Boungain-
g ¢risis apnd will deploy every
8ible means.’
arlier. the Post-Courier was
\ boldl:ha.ca.pohcamanwasmmng

= TO MFAT-SPA

PRGE.BB2

nce Force chief of staff Co-
Jack Tuat told the AAP
WS agency that there had been
ting at the beach. but could
t comiirm if there had been
eaths or injuries.

BRA spokesman Moses Havini,
in Sydney. said the 12 soldiers
were killed at Kangu beach on
Sunday after pitched battles with
the rebels over some days.

The other shooting incident
occurred around 4am yesterday. A
source said it a2ppeared the acei-
dent happemed due to lack of
communication between those on
the ground and those on two boats
coming into the beach.

Those shot were the omes who
were arriviog by boat, he said
The source said basically, those
on the beach were having an
argument among themselves and
tension was flying when eight
unsuspecting members of the
force including resistance
fighters, police and soldiers. wers
malking their approach te the

Movre on Bougainville, Page 2

beach by two motor powered 4
boats. //
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Prime Minister, Sir Julius Chan, ha

condemnation upon recsiving réported kilfing of 12 /

. National Executive Council
on the Bougainvilld issue (r Vanimb this aflemoon, he has
ofe = s B, 10 retum to Port

Moresby o take
“This barbaric on progress achieved 1o
date, but also genuine efforts by both

ofh'eatmentbymeBRA_, our
for peace are once move being jeopardised,”

ent will not however budge on the on the objectives which
1o resolving the Bougainville crisis and
to resolve the situation.
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+ PNG - INQUEST :National <PACNEWS 1: Mon
Sri Lankan judge to head probe
PORT MORESBY (PNS)--Papua New Guinea’s pri inister,, Sir ius Chan,
announced Sunday that a retired Sri Lankan™“ju will ‘hes e inquest
into the assassination of Bougainville Premier eode jung. Chan said
cabinet, the National Executive Counci d accepted ® Commonwealth
Secretariat’s appointnent of judge Thi ara _',ralinga-, the

National reports.

ephone Chan Saturday
s for the judge to be
said/ Suntheralingam is an
at all levels up to the

night about the appointment to finsa
in Papua New Cuinea by November
experienced judge, with over 19
High Court in Sri Lanka.

The Prime Minister said that s
member of the Finance Commissi
Presidential Commission of
there. Sir Julius said that
aim, which is to arrive at
Miriung.
He said the inquest is to : :
jdentity of the persor "
that the Commonwealils
government’s reques

dge had also served as a
y/rman of the Sri Lankan

cons missing in the conflict
Jést had clear and unambiguous
ind the murder of Premier

rull/ investigation and establish the
~dér. He said he was most pleased
{ral had responded soO quickly to his
. .Pacnews

+ SOL - LIVESTOCK NCNEWS .1: Mon Nov 4 09:20 1996 16 REAL

Solomons to i tl Australia
HONIARA (PN on IS Livestock Corporation is to import six
hei >a Australia. Managing Director of the compan
2yYs ~ifers will be used to boost the cattle herds in
whi i3 now at its lowest, SIBC reports.

previous the country had bred more than 35-thousand herd
a recent collapse of the industry saw the number drop to
the)company is importing beef, poultry and pork froa
shortfall being experienced in the country. He says
i vadtock Corporation also aims to develop more poultry
5 supply the local market....Pacnews

C%;§§§> NBC /PNG :PACNEWS 1: Mon Nov 4 09:27 1996 16 REZ?
I gal (siguatters face eviction
PORT : (PHS)--Papua New Guinea’s Rabaul Town Authority is to resume
its % sn of illegal squatters and those living in defective and

»d houses in the town. The eviction exercise to start on November

include the removal of people living in houses without proper

pply and authority of the owners, NBC reports.

ng town manager Ephraim Wartovo says all the people in the town were

eviction notices early last month while those living in houses

ut proper water supply have been warned to organise jnstallation of

er supply. Wartovo says the exercise will be carried out by health an

es inspectors with the help of police....Pacnews
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PNG: BOUGAINVILLE: MIRIUNG INQUIRY <\\\\V//f
Our fax 82/1/8 of 24 October (not to :f;;::>

2 Prime Minister Sir Julius Chan a ed
Lankan Judge, Thirunavukkarasu lin
Commonwealth Secretary General the
assassination of BTG Premier Theo iriu

dy that a retired Sri
been nominated by the
inquest" into the

Sri Lankan Presidential
vels and disappearances of
1 November. The Commonwealth
e’ Judge’s services, with PNG
d with the inquest.

3 Judge Suntheralingam, chdi
Commission of Inquiry into
persons, 1is scheduled
Secretariat will be mee
responsible for all i

4 The Prime Mi
unambiguous aims -
Premier Miriung

the Miriung inquiry had "clear and
full truth behind the murder of
full investigation and establish the
brutal murder". Chan’s statement
concluded: "L Yermine the full facts behind the murder are

Lty - the Commonwealth is assisting us in

established w et i thald
seeing that th be don
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DATE: 25 OCTOBER 1996
TO: WELLINGTON
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OTHER AGENCIES:

SUBJ: PNG: BOUG. LE:

Our C02138 (para 6
4 Amched : 0% copies of the reporting in today’s
3 < ) B u

f the PNGDF’s investigations into the
Bougainville.
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“Kangu: Sex

and drugs

cham-of«wommand and have hich-

<)

3Qldiers were arunk or asle
whilg others were plaving voll

AN internal Defence Force lichted severe difficultics of dins)- :
investigation has put biarme By NEVILLE TOGAREWA phtne A wnRcCEptable o bal) with residents of Kaney o
SQuarely on the commanding ameng many af Lh aiderable rrLcuo ¥ z:i‘.:i::. e nnd“ \-.Man:

- resronaidilitier (or U i eRpOTS "’“. carn
officer and his troops of Deita alginew.re f‘enu'er p;ople.“m e e ’ 7 by res - fighters who
Company for the massacre the dav of the masaacre. bel later acguired “"all the

2 8 many soldiers were drunk or re 0 weapona”™.
on September ar Kangu ssleep, others played vollevball. “retahmmionn
baaen which left 12 MeMbers |he.y were all unarmed and resist- haued and frust 3 The Killing of D Compam
of the security {orces dead. Ance force members colimborated crpeatment of, f D g . officer-in-charge Major Pamso

R Minis Sir Jult with the BRA. AT care cem, peoD he slept by & semor resistar
Prime Minister Sir Jultus “The report's (indinEs &re  wme rep : ) g?r:e‘mmm a?:::.d the su

Chan said yesterday the in- > pace ¢

vestigation found evidence of oot ~no ::Tm'::c‘ mm;"‘l’:: breakdown o dis

drug abuse. soldiers Inebm- ynpq mormie among the security

ated by home-brewed nicohol (arer personnel hsed av Kamsu

and some engaged in sexual (rt the ume),” Sir Julius zaid,

acts with local women which “The fQindings provide an ad-
\\ =2ngered resistance (ighters verse waessment of the (orce’s

NN

have boen ciailme that  Soldiers tryiag to recaln
of) the Femstance foree WOre gunned ¢own by remsw

been barassed and JROn with their own weaponsk, |
report had fonnd.
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unr<t inte the death of MOrv=hy har conNrmed Lhree more soldbern reing
Beagaiaville Premser 'MKen jnto eaptivity by Lie Reggainville Revol.

Thewslore Nlirivag uwoanry Army,
l"rb.s Miaister Sie Defence Foree Chief of Brafm Colonel Jnok Tyat
wore Lhat security forces had LU Chus csid Cadimet Lold uhe Pow~Couri? yesterdny that Defence
Leen menitoring  theme repa). o9 3PPFOved the emah- Headquuiers was informed ate on Wedbwedns
e in the =‘d~ e zhmeal of an indepen-  ®flernoon of the capture of the three soldiers at
R0 deat coruninl inquest. Lo Siarn Junction, on the sorthern Lp of Bongmin-

il fiakn for mome time. P headed by 3 Commae-  ville. just 19 Kilometres from the ndministrtion
Ui knowltiue 1 the past twa weeks, thern weallh magisiate, &AL on Buka
I"oslum’ el kom Curpor- have been severn) R L ol See. Col ToAL nlzo conNrmod thil (L Lhree suldiers

Liean hetween rebein and reary Geseral Chiel were op & peace missicn am earlier Feported but
oment acurce aid ;:0:::""1'.1:' fn Wea. New Emeks :-ynk- nd  mid, however, LRal the peace migsion in the zres,
Lo betwonn rebela n. The convermiions were  Bewm whed 19 find some  was arainet “eur direction™.
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livics for the conduct (

of those bearing the o
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Defence

Sir Julus who smnoonced
findings of the mvestigation

“They provide an adverse &
sem=ment of the force's cham (

“The fimdmps are trACc,
dilfculties of discipline and w

fighters and tbe soidiers. resul
~1take no picsmee in zmoancin
the vesolss of the invertigatioss,
aceepisble  bemaviaw  awow

img in the mascacre on Sepl 8.
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ipline led to massacre
started with the shooling
of D Company olficer-in-
charge Major Paul Panao
he’siept by a senior re-
ce member and

be a coltaboration belween
the rebels and l1he resis-
tunce force in the Kangu
massacre,” he said.
“However, it would be
unwise not to acknowl-
edge that there has been
eatreme  provocalion o
the part of security force
ersonnel  and  serious
Lienkdown in disciplinary

sistance force membeér
and the care centre person-
nel.
SirJulius said during the
incidenl, many of the sol-
diers' weapons werc “‘car-
ried” by resistance fight-
ers who later ncquired “all  captured by the resisty
the weapons”. force and (he rebels.

} behaviour
p be desired.

/:o said the killing had “There woull appear (o
N

PR T 2 g% 1o

monweabth country will head an independent
coroner's inquest 1o ook into the circum-
stances  surounding  the  killing ol
Bougainville Premier Theodore Miriung.

Prime Minister Sir Julius Chan said yester-
day he has writien (o the Commonwealih Sce-
retnry General Chief Emecka Anyaoku request-
ing his assistance in locating # suitable person
1o preside over the inquiry.

Funding for the magistrate and his or her
support staflf will be met by the Common-
wealth Secretariat, :

“I¢ is essential that there be no doubt about
the impartiality and objectivity of the inguiry
the death of this very distinguished and
ding man;” he said.
her details will be made availuble, once
with the Commonwenlth See-

obe N
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' PM set to a
Judicial p

) _ which has already been
“t 2 welcomed in anticipe-
. -5 tion by Bougainville

'a
Melbourne-based Bougainvim

ar), the interast of oll parties

killing because it was in

involved in the

Bougaiaville crisis.
The PNG Defence

would help the judge
his investigation.

Julius Chan will teday
appoint Deputy Chief
Justice Sir Mari Eapi or

into the slaying of Bou-
gaiaville Premier:

He will azmmounce m.-
appointment this affer-
noon, after the National.
Executive Coumcil yes-'
terday approved his sab-
missior: pecommending a ;
coronial“inquiry. !

Sir Juiins will alss an-
nounce the findings of an
interpal Defence Force
probe into the massacre
by BRA rebels at Kangu
beach om September §
which- left 11 soldiers
dead.

“The Prime Minister
thought the best way to
get those answers would
be through 2 judicial/
.- ‘voromial inquest, a% op~
posed to a commission of
inquiry,” a spokesman
said. “The Iatter would
have beem too cumber-

some and taker far too
lons ™

Meanwhile, Defence
Minister Mathiaz Ijape
has welcomed Cabivet’s
decision. “There has been

il
.

toco much pointing of
_fingers by various

m

The Mimister - said
fence chiefs had

him the force’s “hands .

are clean”. -

“The Defence Force
will be too .willing to
cooperate with the judge
in his investigation and
the commander has beeu
advised accordingly.”

PNGDF commander
Jerry Simgirok has des
nied BRA claims that his
Lroops were involved He
said last Wednesday that
the nearest army post iu
the area was eight kilo-
metres away from the
place where the incident
happened. He had di-
rected his men. before
the killing, mot te go
outside their base prem-
15eC.

The commander di-
rs:cptu::bet 19 ts bulﬂ

a
full-scale internal imves-
tigation into the killings
on Kangu beach. He fold

the Pos¢-Courier then -

that so long as he was

" ecommander, he would

J R P ot Rt AL L ST A

ensure there was trans-
perency in what the
\ army did.
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COMMONWEALTH AVENUE
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600

FACSIMILE: %gg gt AUSTRALIA
FACSIMILE MESSAGE
CLASS Unclassified : 37/29/
DATE: 18 October 1996
FROM: Canberra
TO: WELLINGTON
CC:
LD: MFAT (SPA.
P/S MFA
SUBJECT: PNG:
We attach for your inforp comrmentary, now linking

Mirjung’s assassinatio

&,

S

G"n a confidential report

It gays the witnesses had seenm
. ior defence force personnel

ving the scene of the shooting

of Theodore Miriung, according
to senior official sources,

-An investigator told the Her-
ald thar evidence suggested that
a member of the pro-PNG
Government “Resistance” mili-
ta — which is opposed to
fec_essionist Bou(gBai}R:gllc Revo-
utonary Army guerillas
= fired the M-16 rifle which
killed Mr Miriung, -

However, sources conflrmed
that a vebicle, which in recent
months has been used by the
Defence Force, was seen leaving
the area of Mr Miriung's village
immediately after the killing

The latest development fol-
lows tensions between PNG and
the Australian Government over
the use in hostilities of helicop-
ters provided under the Austra-
lia's aid program which were not
supposed to have a combat role.

The PNG Government, a
major recipient of Austalian
military aid, will aow be under

o show there was no
%ﬂ military mvolvement in
Mr Midungs killing

On Sunday, Sir Julius deseribed
the Saturday night assassination in
Mr Mirnmg’s southern Bougain-
ville village of Kapana as an “act
of madness perpetrated by
ungodly cowards™,

The BRA emphatically
denied 2 claim by the
PNG Defence Force that it
was tesponsible.

Mr Miriung was a former BRA

syrapathiser who had enemies, as

well as supporters, on both sides
of the Bougainville conflict after
agreeing w0 head the trausitional

administration backed by the |

nadonal government Many saw
him as the providing the best hape
of securing peace negornabions.

The commander of the BRA,
Sam Kauong, in a radio message
yesterday, named 2 man belong-
ing to the Resistance who, ke
said, was responsible for the
shooting and alse a Defence
Force corporal who witnesses
saw at the sceme.

BRA sources said a personm
2ssociated with the Resistanmee
militiz with knowledge of
the assassination had defected
and was now being protected
by BRA forees.

Investigators have recom-
mended that Defence Force
personre! be removed from the
arce of Kapana and replaced by
police. There were fears that
witnesses might be intimidated
or even killed.

The PNG Mauister respounsible
for provincial and lecal govera-
ment, Mr Peter Barter, said last
night there wonld be “no cov-
er-up” of what had oceurred.

!
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FACSIMILE MESSA
CLASS Unclassified FILE NO: 3 5 9(2) ()
DATE: 16 October 1996 ~ p1 |
FROM: Canberra ren/Aane
TO: WELLINGTON P NCE: Routine
CC: Port Moresby
LD: MFAT (SPA.
P/S MFA

SUBJECT: PNG: BO

£~
‘We attach for jrour i @

Hansard text of

o Dougainville
Mr My question is addressed to the
Mini rcia Affaigs. What is the
- he assinau'on of the
- Miriung, over the

igtplications will Mr
peaceful resoluton of

3n. I know that he has a deep
in many of these issues. The
ked and saddened art the assassi-
=-Miriung on 12 October. He was
understand, in the southern part of
. send our deepest condolences to his:
, of course, to the people of Papua New

Monday, 14 Ocrober 1996

The Australian government .condemns in the
strongest possible terms this latest unconscionable act
of violence on Bougainville. Mr Miriung was a man
of compassion and of humenity, as many in this
House would know, who was committed to the pursuit
of a peacetul resolution of the eight-year-old conflict

on Bougainville. With the loss of this courageous and.

influential figure, peace on Bougzinville will regret-
tably become all the more difficult to achieve, Indeed,
we hope that this death will not lead to further
violence.

Mr Miriung was last in Australia for the two rouads
of Bougainville peace talks which were held in Cairns
at the end of last year. He played an imporant role
in the progress that was made in those mestings, The
most fitting memorial to Theodore Miriung would be
an early end to the Bougainville eonflict and a lasting
peace on that unfortunate island. The Australian
government stands ready to play its pant in helping
Papua New Guinea to bring this about, inclnding
through an increased focus on Bougainville in our aid
programs. As I said, we deeply regret the death of
Theodore Miriung. We will continue to do 2l we can

. 10 assist with the peace process in Bougainville.

o
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The Sdnep @Bnmiﬁg Ter
Martyred for
Bougainville .

HE exceptional stature, moral and intel ]{ :

14 OPINION | e

efence Force
T Miriung had spoken

iour-by some\PNGDF personnel
ished by the PNG Government

¢ PNGDF's failed attempt
stranghold in southern
g to.the rebels, he also angered
dintg some Bougainvilleans who

tual, of Theodore Miriung means

assassination could become a turning

in what has so far seemed a hopeless.gues
for peace in Bougainville. That possibility depe
however, on several more or less unlik
occurring. First and foremost, Mr Mi
must be identified and punished. However o
might, seem, it is not a simple ma
- It is not even known from which of din,
forces in Bougainville the killers come. mo <7
obvious and likely is one of e th
Bougainville Revolutionary A
former Catholic seminarian and'actng
a legal adviser to the rebels. Dighatd

Regardless of who killed Mr Miriung, his death
emind both sides in this conflict that a mew

ach is required. The Bougainvillean side must see
dlity of armed struggle for independence. Port
oresby must see the need for quicker action to concede
autonomy. The most froubling thought in many
eople’s minds, though, will be that both these conditions
are already accepted by the ablest people on both sides,
/% and that the problem is that events are too much in the

3

{bands of indisciplined elements on both sides:

| Mr Miriung was exceptional, a DPErson Or rare
courage who became a martyr for his country. As Sir
Julius Chan said on Sunday: “Theodore Miriung was

. one of the greatest defenders of Bougainville we have
seen and he has been slain for no other reason than
that he placed the good of his province and its people
above his own personal safety.” For peace, Bougain-
ville needs more people like him. Unfortunately, his

/b'.nd are 2ail too rare.
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.by .such events as the
ponth. There is much fault on

ionflict, But the onus remains
{me Minister, Sir Julius Chan,

~h that he promised when he
az0. A peaceful resolution of the
1lius convineces the secessionists

2, that increased sutonomy within the
stitution 1s preferable to & spiral of

es of the past few months meant he came to
shispicion by both sides. Mr Miriung became
wezinville provinee’s transitional government
gar in zn attempt to bring the two sides
h ré seemed well qualified for the task; having
: n Up_in Bougainville he understood the constitutional
‘v# ieatjons of the struggle. His influence and standing
2mong the Boupainville people was unparalleled. An
»dvocate of peace, he came out of the bush in 1994 to work
h/Sir Julius when the rebels refused to attend a2 peace
erence. Yet, in a.recent Interview with The Australian,
disclosed his relationship with the national government
@as one fraught with misunderstanding and suspicion. -
Mr Miriung sought to change that. He was, he said, always
trying to understand the other party’s point of view,
Jerry Singirok, or the whether it was the Government, the PNG Defence Force or
attack, the result is the 52 Sce ha the BRA. Describilng Mr Miriung as 2 “courageous and
badly iundermined. It is ngw’ gi ves. ince influential figure”, the Australian Foreign Minister, Mr
Ty -h z Downer, said this week that Australia was ready to increase
 the focus on Bougainville in its aid program. Peace, Mr
Downer said, would be the most fitting memorial for Mr
Miriung. Now it is up to Sir Julius and Mr Ona to achieve
‘that goal . .
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THE killing of the Bougainville bre
Miriung,” by unidentified assassids-
another sorry twist in the tragic ay
between. the Papua New -Guines
Bougalnville secessionists.”
handiwork of “brutal gangste
New Guinea defence force ¢

independence on the Is m@- provi
Since then, many QUNAxE
have died in an ugly W
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News Release
For immediate release, The Hague, October 16, 1996

UNPO Calls For Full Inquiry inte ier 'S _
in Bougainv [
dor m Premier of the

t 4 times outside his

) General Secretary
ille Leaders Talks in
ed courageously and with
specially iu Lhiess last
entral in setting up the
eace in the region.”

UNPO has condemned the brutal murder
Bougainville Transitional Governme
family housc in Kaparo village in Sof
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