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¥ BRA denies

AMYSTERY sHll swrounds
the death of the assassinated
Bougainville leader, Mr Theo-
dore Mirlung, who is to be given
a State funeral this week by the
Papua New Guinea Govern-
ment. ' i
Bougainville rebel lead
joined others throughout Papus
New Guinea yesterday i
deploring the killing, whi
place in front of Mr
wife and five children s
ate dinner on Saturday ve

ise

government-backed resistance
force.

PNG’s Prime Minister, Sir
Julius Ohan, has ordered a rfull
investigation into the death,
which he described as a “foul
deed”.

But Sir Julius has so far
declined to comment publiely on
who might be responsible,

An zutopsy has shown that
Mr Mirlung was shot from both

: Force) for
transport,” the 5
quoted as saying.

15:1o R243 P.Q2/04

Y

hind and in front, suggesting
least two pgunmen were
volved In his death. No one

The commander of the

NGDF, Brigadier-General
Jerry Singirok, blemed the reb-
els, claiming the =ssassination
was proof that the BRA was
simply a “terrorist group”.
" The Catholie hishops of
Pgpua New Guinea and the
Solomon Islands have .also
deplored Mr Mirtung’s death;
saying it was proof that “there
are people desperate to stop the
peace process”. .

Mr Miriung, who had attemp-
ted to bridge the gap between
the PNG national Government
and the secessionisis since
becoming Premier, had been
expecting to host a visit from the
PNG Minister for Provincial
Affairs, Mr Peter Barter, today.

Mr Barter said yesterday that
arrangements were being made
for a State funeral in Port
Moresby before Mr Miriungs
body was returned to his home
in Bougzinville.

He said Mr Miriung's death
was a tragedy but only intensis
fied the Government's commit-
ment to achieving peace on the
island.

“We will confinue with his
plans to put ih place a local-level
government which can assist
the itraditional chiefs of Bou-
gainville to resume control” Mr
Barter said from Port Moresby
yesterday. '
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go-between
‘act of madness

By CRAIG SKEHAN
Forelgn Affairs Corraspendert
Mr Theodore Miriung, seen by
many as holding out the greatest
hope for peace ou Bougainville,
was shot dead on Saturdsy might
i front of family members.
While the secessionist Bou-
gainville Revolutionary Army
(BRA) accused the ‘PNG mili-
tary of killing Mr Miriung, who-
headed the PNG Governmerrt-
backed Bougainville Transi-
tional Go the Defence
Force blamed the rebels.

“Theodore Miriung's killing
hash:tauhehcanandsoulof
the wnation' of Papua New
Guinea,” the Prirne Minister, Sir
Julius Chan, said last might

“This slaughter has been an
act of madness dger%mted by
ungodly cowar conderm .
those who have carried out this
dreadful and foul deed.”.

Sir Julius did not directly
accuse the BRA of Mr Miriung’s
killing. .

Observers szid the death of
the man who had pledged
himself 10 seek an end to the
eight-year-0ld conflict threat-
ened to worsen the bloodshed.

A spokma.n for the political

of the BRA said Mr

G

em-
ained

Butmmeseatchfcrmddle

RA.

Mick as had support
pohx‘ga] ;;; g ag & meq wii |
port of autonomy £3 4 t: m
ville for more than 20 i

acied

sh last t.expressed deep
ovet overmla'.h; Miriung’s death.

G N viurder or

on Saturday

me Minister, Sir
an, yesterday con-
e killing as the work
dly cowards™, but in g

zavin)e

Mr Miriung, who had
worked persistently since
becoming premier and head of
2 Port Moresby-endorsed tran-
sitional government for the
breakaway province, was con-
sidered by many to personify
the only remaining chanece for
a peaceful resolution of the
crisis.

His death leaves & vacuum
between the warring parties
that is unlikely t0 be bridged in

jthe short term.

A former National Court
Judge, he accepted the
premiership early in 1995 after
rejecting the Bougzinville
Revolutionary Army's armed
struggle as the means for
achieving independence.

But his efforts to bridge the .

long-running and bitter gap
between the PNG National
Government and the BRA led
both sides teo distrust him and
largely frusirated many of his
efforts.

Yesterday the PNG Defence
Force and the BRA were both
blaming each other for his
death.

The commander of the
Papua Guinea Defence Force,
Brigadier General Jerry Sin-
girgk, issued g statement
extending his sympsthies to
Mr Miriung’s farmily and blame-
ing “br_:ut;.lo gangsters” for the

.

Mary-Louise
0'Callaghan

South Pacific
correspandent

" “The Premier and I have
worked closely since 1994 for
peace on Bougainville,” Gen-
eral Singirok szid. “I am at &
loss at the news.”

However, Mr Miriung was
well respected in Bougainville
for his willingness to stand up
to the PNG army in defence of
ordinary Bougzinvilleans. In
June he exposed the alleged

-| execution of eight Bougainvil-

lean men in the north of the
island and last month he was
ordered af gunpoint from the
main island.

A spokesman for the rebel
‘“Interim government” claimed
by radio from Bougzinville
yesterday that mermnbers of the
PNG Defence Force were
responsihle for the killing and
were blaming Mr Miriung for
the recent defection of mem-
bers of a local resistance who
had been fighiing with the
PNGDF.

There is no means of inde-
pendent verification of what
took place but both sides so far
have confirrned that Mr Mir
iung was shot from behind
while eating dinner in his
wife’s vilage, Kabana, in
South RBougainville between
épm and Tpm on Saturday.

Eis body has been taken to
the eadministrative head-
quarters of Buka at the north-
ern fip of Bougainville.

Sir Julius yesterday urged
the nation to remsain calm.

“I urge us all to ... look into
our own hearts. and to seek a
lasting solution to the Bou-
‘gainville conflict.”

Relations between the twe
men had been strained in

‘regent months, although Sir

Julius had recently agreed to
Mr Miriung's request thet he
consider proposals for gree.ter
autonomy for the province. /
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The Government is shocked and saddened at
Prerojer of the Bougainviile Transitional Go

At this stage few details are knowa of the aftdck axdit i as responsible.
Miriung was a courageous and influential Soiw to the pursuit of a
peaceful resolution of the eight year—conflictin B i With his passing this will

become all the more difficult 1o achieve

Theodore Miriung was last in Australia-or the f Bougainville peace talks which
were held in Cairns at the end o @j
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PRESS RELEASE - ASSASSINATION OF

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF MR DO
TITLED ASSASSINATION OF MIRIU

THE GOVERNMENT IS SHOCKED D

OF THEODORE MIRIUNG, PREMIER O LLE TRANSITIONAL
GOVERNMENT .

AT THIS STAGE FEW DETAT H ,<:i> ATTACK AND IT IS NOT KNOWN

WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE.

7

MIRIUNG WAS A COURA I AL FIGURE WHO DEDICATED HIMSELF
TO THE PURSUIT OF L R TION OF THE EIGHT YEAR CONFLICT IN
BOUGAINVILLE. WI ASS WILL BECOME ALL THE MORE
DIFFICULT TO ACHI 4

THEODORE MIRT AST TRALIA FOR THE TWO ROUNDS OF
BOUGAINVILLE P LKS ERE HELD IN CAIRNS AT THE END OF LAST
YEAR.
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MINISTER OF FOREIGN A @
AND TRADE ?

14 October 1996 ' @ @
Bougainville Assassination @ @

The assassination of Premier Th % g/ Mirj een described by
Foreign Minister Don McKi as.2 hajor hopes for peace on
Bougainville.

Commenting on the killj Ay ¢’ Bougainville Transitional
Government Premier, MeMEKi fr Miriung was one person

who could talk to e parties i : :
“He was a keyz; the pia}ives and his killing is an outrage.

“I strongly u ose ed to redouble their efforts to renew
discussi ha ettlement. As ever we are ready to
help,” he ed.
s ~>
) 060 Co

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND
TELEPHONE: 0064 4 471 9997 FACSIMILE: 0064 4 47] 1444



( MINISTRY OF
) FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE

— 2 __—

MANATU AORERE

NS (O
DATE: 14 October 1996 x&)
TO: PORT MORESBY

HONIARA PRECEDE 5 Routine

CANBERRA
FROM: 59(C2)Ca) A CODE: SPA
MFAT : SPA AGE )F: Q 2
SUBJ: THEODORE G:P ' RE]

' /)

We attach for your i
assassination.

ATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY: The information contained in this document is intended only for
e yaddressee. If you are not the addressee, any disclosure, photocopying, distribution, or use of this

C\l'nformation is strictly prohibited. If you have received this facsimile in error, please notify the sender by

elephone immediately.

Stafford House, 40 The Terrace, Wellington, Private Bag 18 901, Wellington, New Zealand.
Phone 64-4 494 8500, Fax 64-4 472 9596



AN

ﬁwmﬁnﬁm:m

PORT MORES
THE killing of Bougainvil
transitional government premier
Theodore Miriung was an “act
of madness” that hit at the heart
and soul of Papua New Guinea,
Prime Minister Sir Julius Chan
said last night.

Mr Miriung was shot through
the heart during an attack by two
men while attending a family func-
tion in southern Bougainville on
Saturday night, government sources
said. He died immediately.

The cause of the shooting is not
yet known. Mr Miriung had politic-
al enemies on both sides of the
eight-year secessionist battle be-
tween the Papua New Guinea de-
fence force and rebel fighters.

Sir Julius urged Papua NeW
Guinea to remain calm over -the
killing as he praised Mr Miriung’s
efforts to bring peace to the strife-
torn island since being installed as
premier in April last year.

““Theodore Miriung’s killing has
hit at the heart and soul of the na-

!

tion of Papua New Guinea,” Sir Ju-
. 'ns said. “This  slaughter has been
“n act of madness perpetrated by
ungodly cowards.

PORT MORESBY — The leader
of Bougainville's transitional Gov-
ernment, Mr Theodore Miriung,
has been assassinated, intelligence
sources said yesterday.

Details of the killing were
sketchy, but the sources said Mr
Miriung was gunned down by two
men in his home village of Kaparo
in the Island's sou

The security sources said his
body had been taken to Sohano
Hospital in the island’s north by
security force members.

Despite his efforts to negotiate
peace between Papua New Guinea
and the Bougainville Revolution-
ary Army (BRA), Mr Miriung was
distrusted by elements on both
sides of the secessionist crisis.

A gh lte was head of the
i e Transitional Govern-
ichythe PNG Govern-
as the legal
/ of 'the_island —
] wary dis-

sonal safety.”
Australian

who felt for all Papua New
eans who had suffered as a res
the secessionist crisis.

“As premier, he had worked as-
siduously against many obstacles to
promote a peaceful solution to the
problem of Bougainville,” he said.

Despite being head of the Bou-

Bougainville

leader killed

Il securily force members by
rebels I month, the Defence
Minister, Mr Mathias [jape, ac-
cused Mr Miriung of inciting the
attack and tried to have him placed
under surveillance.

trying to
negotiate peace on Bougainville.

One intelligence source de-
scribed his death as a “dreadful
blow” to the peace process.

“I's a great shame, he was a
man who was commilted to trying
to pull the two sides together and
find some common ground,” he
said.

“It’s disastrous really. Not many
men had the commitment and
background that Miriung had.

“His job was to walk an ex-
tremely difficult line between the
Government and the rebels, and in
doing so he was under suspicion
from both sides.” K

— AAP

gainville transitional government,

--which is recognised by the Papua
New Guinea government as the leg-
al governing body on the island, Mr
Miriung was distrusted by some
members of the Papua New Guinea
defence force because of his prior
association with the Bougainville
Revolutionary Army.

Mr Miriung, a lawyer and for-
mer adviser to the BRA leadership,
increasingly saw peace and rehabili-
tation as superseding the struggle
for sovereignty. — AAP
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Representative to the Unrepresented Nations and P8oR
Javastraat 40A, 2585 AP The Hague, thedye

For immerniste release, Th

“PNG  PRIME MINISTER SI
MATHIAS [JAPE MUST BEAHE

| ATE BOUGAINVILLE T !
THEOQDORE MIRIUNG BY
INTERIM GOVERNMENT £

IS DEFENCE MINISTER MR

OR THE BRUTAL MURDER OF

NMENT (BTG) PREMIER MR

FORCES" SAYS BOUGAINVILLE
MARTIN MIRIORI

) e e e e e e P . —— —— e e b S e e

The assassirniat e 5 Premier Mp Theodore Miriung by
members of tn s srnment security forces at Konea
in  the Siwa! UtR-Bougainvilile on Saturday morning
12€th  Oclaover quarely blamed an both the PNG Prime
Minister $. 3. his Defence Minister Mr Mathias ldepe
for plottin gir troops to murder the late Premier.
The assa G leader has ended the period of much
speculat ations a2t late Mr Miriung, especisglly by
Mr spected him of closely collaborating and
SUPPO R me BIC andYBougainville Revolutionary Army (BRA) to

{riaraville ‘s independence from Papua New Guinea.
BTs Pr r was also strongly accused by Mr lJjspe of

'Qﬁ cent madJor clash that took w®lace at Kangku
{dainville on 8 September 1996 hetween the PNG
BRA which resulted in the killings of 13 PNG
Following this incident the PNG Defence Minister
to remove late Mr Miriung from Office. At the
» BTG Premier was killed he was supeposed to have been
e PNG military house arrest on direct aorders from Mr

., the reeort from Bougainville this morning, late M™Mr
h.ay travelled from Buka last Friday to visit his femily
where his wife comes from for the weekend. The late BTG
er was ‘rom the Kieta district of Central Bougainville.
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The repont also safd that following ~riUMG ‘s
ssassinatien, all resistance fighters 1in t ince

]

fled into tre Jungle. taking with them thei

issued weapers and ammunition to redoin 1 gainsy
the PNG wecir ty forces. There is now rgport of fresh
flghtiny between the PNGDF and BRA/Res combined

gince vestercay morning in South Bougai

be aspain seen
well as the
seeurity forces
ic human rights
in this now 8

"This bruts? assassingtion of late
as one more concrete evidence to t
internatiora: community that the
simply canrot be trusted at all
and aecur ity of all Bougainvill
year ¢ld Zor flict,

“What mare crnaf  does  the
Australia ard New Zealand
Government o pull all the
longer that these forces are
more kKilli~qge will contir
hy PNG Goverrment 0O sSLB
determine trHeir own pol
saifd.

commurtEy including

can pressure PNG
Bougainville? The
ma3in on the island., the
s part of the campaign
the Bougainvilleans to
the 1sland”, Mr Miriori

"All Bougainuilleans are pongly urged to make ome more
common  Aanc o nited - it withdrawal of

the PNG ml ™ tary §

"If the PNG 6o
from the i:"an
them to oot!
out  our  Ow
Miriori <3iyg

ant to pull all its forces out
we must stand together and force
peorple and leaders alone tao sort
decide on  the 1sland ‘s  future", Mr

&
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on t of the findings of Sri Lankan Judge
ng I a Coroner in Papua New Guinea to enquire
of the death of BTG Premier Theodore

(956.
2 e i%tance of &ings has been known since Judge Suntheralingam
reve m\at a media conference immediately prior to his departure from Port

n’$ Al 30 November 1996. However, this is the first
publica f the actua 4
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' PAPUA NEW GUlNEA
Evidence
of cover-

1997.02-18

Miriung /()

report

By LUCY PALMER

inPort Moresby

Soldiers from -3

Guinea D 2
PNGDF)beh @ '

i

aralingham, alleged

PNGDFE members were involved
in the killing. Tt detailed the
alleged movements of several
PNGDF personzel on the night
of October 12, when Mr Mitung
was shot dead at his wie's village

tcolised over the

s assassination.
report of the inquest,
cted late last year by
monwealth Secretariatl-
ointed judge, Justice Sunth-
seven

in south Bougainville.

kely that some .

]

NN

m
4
/;dm six feet”.

> Colonel Tuat
PNGDF had not

<

2 =

ing

shoot Az, in which
Sremier would not be remun-
administrative hesd-

16:23  H463 P.02/02

of Buka ofter his
off, but “will be going

gaid. the
been given 2

copy of the coromer’s report. He
caid the army preferred that
police continue thejr indepen-
dent investigations and then 12y
charges against those alleged 10

be responsible.

There was increasing pressure
on the PNGDR from the office

of the Prime Minister, Sir Jull

s

Chan, for the grmy io co- .

operate with
tors, he said.

But
PNGD
inquiries and

olice sources !
was frustrating their
that a recent

police investga-

eaid the

attempt to imterview witnesses
had been abandoned after half

an hour bhecause

intimidation by the

of fears of
army and

resistance fighters.
. Allegations of army involve-

ment and delays

in the police

‘investigation are expected © be
raised by Australia’s Minister for

Foreign Affaics,
when he arTives in

»

S

Mr Downer,
Port Moresby
for a three-day visil 1OM.OTTOW.



L nree soiaiers

e soldiers who were captured by the

4 w BY: Three kidnapped
sal ave been Killed by their rebel
capters,) Bougainville Premier Gerard

inato announced here yesterday.
re

s in October were killed more than a

onth ago, Mr Sinato said. i
He said the soldiers were killed near Tin- *
putz and were buried. Efforts were continu- |
ing to locate the burial site. |
The Bougainville Transitional Govern- |

ment and the Defence Force officials on
Bougainville and the headquarters here

knew about the killings, but did not make i
) any announcement of the incident.
The soldiers were taken hostage by the -

e vt o i

rebels at Siara Junction near Selau on the

northern tip of Bougainville, only 14 kilo-
metres from Buka. )

They were being escorted to an arms sur-
render by rebels, but were tricked into an-

‘ ambush and captured.

Mr Sinato also said that five others, three
policemen and two soldiers, who were cap-
tured during the September Kangu Beach
massacre would be released before Christ-

mas. .

He said: “It is a good Christmas present
for the relatives of the security forces mem-
bers who are held hostage by the rebels.” i

Mr Sinato said the five will be released af-
ter Bougainville MP John Momis travels to
the area where they are being held.

The five are being held in the Laguai area
of Buin on southern Bougainville.

In early October, Mr Momis travelled to

i// the area and held talks with the rebels and
? reached an understanding for their safe re-

-

. lease. f
The second round of talks with the rebels |
was to have taken place in mid October, but ‘

was abandoned following the assassination |
of former Premier Theodore Miriung—— |

Nafienal L/1209¢
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weekand all remain in a eritieal |+ -

condition.

d

ed  yesterday

menting bullets” from a high-
velocity rifle such as the M-16,

fo the xrays =and patient
records.

=These bullets are ke a small
grenade exploding inside the
body, They cause horrendous
damage to the tissue, creating
an enormous cavity and leaving
behind fragments and a huge
exit wound.”

Dr Oberll s2id he had seen
sirnilar injuries in Afghanistan
during six roissions there for
the International Red Cross .

aRsSEZLy ¥ S

—~ T tac=T

«Here have seen Bonganvil '
Jeans with injuries from frag-
menting bullets on and off
‘since September 1903, he said.

Tt 15 not possible to buy dum-
dum bullets legally. But 2 crude

. version can be fashioned with &
| file or a bayonet by carving a
»- cross in the tip of the round.

and xrays showed |; ; _
damage to the|, “This causes the bullet o

ents’ tissue. ; ! open likea clover leafon impact
e said the damage was con- and fragment into the flesh,” a

defence expert told The Aust-
_ralian yesterday. “Bub - these
' homemade omes are sl

the Wezpon most cornmobly banned,”

used by the PNG Defence || A spokesman for the PNG

Force. . Prime Minister, Sir .Julius
“A goealled cleany bullst will | | Ohaw, yesterday denijed that

enter and exit cleanly,” Dr || the PNGDF was using dum-

Oberll said yesterdzy when || dum bullefs.

granting The Australlan aceess uThe PNGDF do nobt have

dumdum bullets,” he said.

Paradiee last — Page 13
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i 130276
B Atleast20’

a.ndindoingsoithasmsteneda.

decline in the pilateral defen

kill edintwo‘ regtionship, which is now und
: . actl iew.
. massacreson *Ann mgmw a Bougain
S . woman jn her mid-40s, was 00E
Bougainvillein the- people, including o
B dren, who were sh
past fortnight. these -gruesome homemad
. A . dum bullets — while aslee
Mary-Louise beds in the early hours
. b December L
Q’Callaghan Speaking
reports ’

N Bougainville they
call théem “Ausi-
ralian” bullets. They
are like miniature

grenades-'that‘ explode inside
the pbody, destroying the tissue,
frag_:_mentlng the bone and
leaving 2 gaping cavily as they

troops, and thelr alied localyegs
ance forces, are USIIE theix

Bougeinville and have peel c
so on and off for 4

mitern/ of payback and revenge
llings that have peen rife in the
el which sits just below the

2l Bougainvile stronghold of

o BRA, forat 1east five years. One
denior PNGDF source on Bougzin-
ville, who did zot want to be nzmed,
denied any official army involve-
ment in the astack, put conceded 1.
had occurred and could. have
involved some PNGDF personnel
25 nnauthorised “private soldiers”.

% is a remark that says much
about the state of the PNGDF and
the cantrolits commmanders are shie
to exercise both over thelr own men
and theresistance they have helped
to arm and create.

A spokesman for the PNG Prime
Minister’s Department yeaterday
denied that the PNGDF were on
the “offensive” of that they use
dum-dum bullets. “yhere is frm
evidence of bofh BRA and resist-

have bIroUgn
relationship.

/28"
d 664H ST :68 c1-2T‘9e6T gesecly ¥ 3

Bougsinville has exposed the inad-
civilianshavebeen . © Sagis Soing s & b e s

Swith
6 the Island and/Dreve—b a
ave w-%hmMnhiﬁ ......

n Islands’ tiny Police
Toree, the vicious pature of

42 oamckSpa.intsa.pictureof
el PNGDF spiralling out of con-

frol .

Although the BRA — perhaps
censing thatb they have gained _the
.mgh mmoral ground 10T the time

‘ The viclous attgckt_
@ thePN G DF spiral

e ——————

term In offlce slightly more than
two years g0 with 2 publc pledge
o find 2 lasting peaceful soluiion to
the Bougainville i .
mstead it has peen left to the
peleaguered commander Of the
PNGDF, Brigadier General Jerry
Singirok, to put out 2 lame. One-
pa.mg'rzph gtatement denying that
his foree’s command 2t Buka
— o small island ot the ovher end of
mainland Bougainville that serves
as . the provmce’s i Live
hezdcm.rters—-had any knowledge
of the church hombing. .
Once an astute h%ldler of the
media, Singirok was ng Te
as ene of the best and ‘pnghj:_est

e

oL

_.-_-—-—
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Such was his reputation, thab nis are still being held at 2 BRA camp,
appoinfment by Chzn last year was In south Bougainville, not: far from
- even czautiously welcomed by, the where the attack onl the Malapi
BRA, which like others elsewhere church took place- .
had interpreted it as a move simed  Iromically, Singirok’s efforts
at cleaping uwp a force that was ensure g proper investl
: daﬂyhgag.tngoutnfeontml,caus- ‘what was effecti
ing ever greater discomfort to its worstincidents.in the historye
polifical masters. Sl  PNGDF’s involvement .
. So ' tumsuccessfyl bas Singirok gainville Jed only to furthe
peen in delivering on this front, the the appalling state of bis
PNGDFs reputation, as well as his The investigation sk
own, is now more geverely compro-
mised than ever. It i 2 situation
that has led to recent speculation
that ‘Chan might well move to -
appoint bis third PNGDF com-
mander In two years. ' -
. This year alone he has presided
over an ilkfated pusB into central
;Bougainvme, the hesrtland of ihe
BRA, in Operation Figh Speed I
Not only was bhis an nnmitigated
disagter — boosting rebel morale

3 ﬁaint a picturé of

ling out of control
W e s “ AN

when they were able to & ‘

PNG troops in & conventionaky
and force them to retreat — bub

?virtuany wiped out 2
‘fcowa.rds_.a.negoda. 2430 ¢sras a particwarly cruel
secession crisis, depending on your per-
! articulerly effective. Fol-"|
e had bload of Operation
1T, Miriung had come £0 -

ot abouk the last hope of
ance for pursuing a nego-
ated seitlement. :
Events since his death, including
nn iz;dependent corgner’s report
rmally impHeating up to 10 mem-
bers of the PNGDF, have subse-.
quently confirmed the pivoial role
he played in keeping guch & pros-
pect alive. C. .
As for Pork Moresby, lsaders
there glve every smpression of
wanting to disown.any respons-
{bility for the very demons fthey
have unleaghed. .
Mary-Louise O'Callaghan is The
Ausgralien’s South .Eadﬂc, corre-

and spondent. -

S TS — e CT-7T ‘aARET gssecly ¥ ¥ : oL
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By LUCY PALM
in Port Moresby

©s ‘absohntely
he inquiry rests

inquest in November

st been withdrawn from
jsland and are mow_ on
rlonal leave in Port

Voresby, scnior wmilimry offi=
jals eo ed yesterday.

nfirm
4Some of them are alleged 10
have been involved so they’re

awaiting normal investiga-~
fons,” said the PNGDF Chief of
Staff, Colonel Jack Tuat.

The head of the CID, Mr
Thomas Eluh, said police

eT-ZT cARART ossSeZly v ¥ s

uestioning sospects.
eWaddo’t want to touch the
ce people at this stage
¢ they stll work on

d,” he sald. “We want to
act evidence and have 4 look
At the. scene before we start
interviewing those implicated.

#Because of the funding situ-
ation, we’re having a bit of 2
struggle. Hopefully, we’ll find
some money somewhere for ns
to get to the scene quickly.”

Ms Brogan said the PNG
Government had shovwm good
intentions by setring up' an
independent coromial inguiry,
headed by the Commonwealth-
sponsored. Jusdce' Suntheral-
ingham, but needed o complere
the process. '

«{f the army unit has beex
removed but police are not able
to send in a feam for Tack of
money, it really does question
their commitment,” she said.

My Mirfupg was seen as the
country’s best hope 0 broker
pesce between  Bougainville
rebels and the national army in
_the eight-year civil exisis.

The PNGDF also denies
claims by the Bongainyille Rev-
olationary Army that it mortar
hombed a church late last
month, killing nine people. /?

oL NOISSIWWOD HDIH ZN: WOz
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eople are dead and J
usly injured in a

lassacre
ans on
me fo hg]
The 2ttacl
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CLASS Unclassified
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TO: ‘WELLINGTON

CC: Port Moresby

LD? MFAT (SPA,

SUBJECT: PNG: BOUG.

—
We attach for your inf; repom

- Quring
5 from

YA,

and they shot my son and then
18y shot my husband too,”
Moiru s2id through rela-
tives translating for her,
Mrs Molru named nine other
people who had heen Kiled
the attack, bus reports

" PNG Defence Force sources
~Bave 'confirmed that troops

. Bougainville

were active in the south-west
over the weekend, buj they
have not commented on
whether PNGDF personnel
were inveolved at Mukakuru
village, in the south-west Siwal

Mrs Moiru claimed Muka.

W2S Dot 2 rebel village ang
People were unarmed when the
dawn attack occurred,

“They were resistance with
PNG Defence Foree,” Mrs
Moiru szid wher asked who
had carried out the attack

However, the Siwai district
has been fraught with internal
Dower struggles for several
yearsand it is not clear whether
the attack was motivated by
some form of loca] payback,

The Siwai is a district thag
lies between the central Bou-
gainville stronghold of the rebel
Revolutionary
Army and south Bougainville
where nine people were killed
and five seriously infured in g

B/12"

d TSLH

aT:2T

E0-2T ‘SE6T

gsseziy » v3

oL

PN (x troops

mortar atteck om o village
church on Thursday last week.

The Commander of the
PNGDF, . BrigadierGeneral
Jerry Singirok, has not yet
commented on the ineidents,
two of the worst in the history .
of the eight-year civil war,

However., the Chief of Staff
of the PNGDF, Colonel Jack
Tuat, was reported as saying
Yyesterday that the ATy was
“gravely concerned” about the
allegations.

“We are gravely conecerned
on all these reports that every-
thing is polnting towards the
security forces,” he told AFP.

A spokesman for the BRA's

- political wing, the Bougainville

Interira  Government, guoted
another eyewitness as saylng:
“Those that died were Kkilled
while still asleep on their beds
and others were cut down in
front of their houses as they
were trying to eseape.” v
NOISSIWWOD HDIH ZN: Wodd
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<

- Defence Foree and
éparéd to account for the has eritleised the report saying the coroner
Hsciplinary forces,” Mr @6ld notinterview a single PNGDF memhex/

PNG Ovvition chiaf T
s PNG Op on chief
nea. He was speaking after the release of 2
) preliminary report by retired Sri Lankan
Jjudge Justice Suntheralingam, who was
gent by the Commonwealth Secretary-
Generzl to carry out a coronial ingquiry
into the October 12 assassination. ~ -
The report says there Is enough “cir-
curastantial evidence” to implicate atb
_ least seven. PNGDF soldiers and one
government-backed registance fighter in
Mirlung’s death. -
The PNGDF Commander on Bougain-
ville, Lientenant-Colonel Tokamn Eanene,

— MARY-LOUISE O'CALLAGHAN
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\ Bl PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Herald Correspondent

inPort Meresby -

Soldiers from the Papua
Guinea  Defence  Force
(PNGDF), in leagne with-acn
c:v_ilza.nsghg]i:ﬁm's were, res
sible for kil >

1>

ﬁ§@@ .

=

iser 1o the BRA, Mr Miriung
a great personal zisk when
:gdbmkc ranks with the rebels
was voted Premier of the
icland’s wansitional government
early last year,

The Premier’s ingistence om
autonomy in negotations with
the PNG government over the
political future of the troubled

rovince also won him few
riends among members of the
PNGDF, who suspected him of

X
Ay

7S
(@

secretly siding with the BRA.
Justice Surmtheralingham said
it appeared the Defenee Foree
had closed ranks o protect the
soldiers from the army camp at
Toru, about seven kilometres

Troops ‘_help

CW

1o Z2d

1990, LZ~U4

- e

jenetal Jerry Singirok,
vailable for: eordment.

judge, said he would be making 2

; recommendadon that the sol-

diers from the PNGDF umit at
Tonn be removed from the area.

“Unless that particular army
unit, which hag about 15 to 20
persons, nnless they are moved
cut, the witnesses are Dot pre-
pared to Ieet anyone or say
anything for fear of their lives,”
he said.

Justice Suntheralingham said
there was “no evidence, nothing
at all,” which indicated rebels
irom the BRA, which has been
spearheading the sccessionist
struggle for the past eight years,
were involved in the Mirjung

B Nine people, including two
children, were gunned down by
Bougainville rebels on Thursday
in what fmielligenee sources said
could be payback killings.
The PNGDF commander on

Bougainville, Lieutenznt-
Colonel Tokim Kanene, com-
firmed the dawn massacre at
Sisiapai- village i the island’s
north-west.:

 Two young schoolgirls were
killed during the attack by more
omary At Bentess (IR
Gonary y
from central and porthern Bou-

gainville, he said. Three Govern- -

meut-aligned resistance fighters,

three men and = woman. were
also killed. P

w574 P.B2/702
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I share your view th
Bougainville and repres

/death is indeed a tragic loss for
e process. You are, I believe, aware

of the New Zealand ver the situation on Bougainville and of
our long-standing p hpport peace moves that have a realistic
chance of succeedz pir€s a commitment from all the key players.
There is no way impose its views.

Essentially, I hopes for the future of Bougainville. The

out the real difficulties and hardship that the situation
% ougainvilleans. I was therefore recently pleased to

author cerftributi ,000) to the current relief efforts of the Red Cross on

ster of Foreign Affairs and Trade

@n\gon McKinnon

0182754.01 s 90220

G177
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(2 page) Fax to:
Rt. Hon. Don McKinnon MP &

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Parliament Buildings
Wellington
Faxno. > 4(2) (L) g; @

Dear Mr. McKinnon,.

We have received the attached article fig
newsletter of the Buropean Centre for §
with whiclﬂ/ 3 9 (2D (). has an association.

urope-Pacific\Splidarity Bulletin”, the

atno@‘{?@caﬁon on Pacific Issues,
You will no doubt be well aware o &3 ;

respect in which he was held by, man is effortito_bring peace for his people, as the
article affirms.

We ms 9 C2) () though, are
indicate some hope of proy
military solution seemin

negotiated settlement rather than the
1) PNG government.

We heartily endorse »to the MP for Bougainville, John Momis, as they
represent the posif S i locally and internationally. Having discussed them

- with the coordi agh A T am sure that 1 could guarantee their approval
also.

Could you pleg
1. TESPONSA

give us son% on of the New Zealand Government's:
i principle to these/proposals,

0 actpvely support them through appropriate means,

8 to offe ¢e in mediation and facilitation processes.

response in the near future.



Europe-Pacific
Solidarity

On 12 October, North Solomons Premie inyi onal Government (BTG), Theodore
Miriung was tragically assassinated while he /i j i s family in their village of Konga in the

November 25, 1984 between the
up as a legal authority on Bougai
occasions, he explicitly oppose
tor laying down of arms to
ceasa-fira early this year and
wantad the rabels to back
In an editorial newspapg
incarnation, a man of peace
that swirled around hipa:

Bopgainville leaders under which BTG was set
ation of services on the island. On numerous

StulNnegotiations. Miiung was critical of the lifting of the
gnfrontation between rebels and security forces. He also
bosition demanding full independence for Bougainville.

podore Miriung was, in his last and most influsntial
od alone, almost isolated from the mindless fury

and 3 police inquiry has been launched. Prime Minister Sir Julius

inatlon an ac adness said last night that “the Government's Tull capacity will
ers and bring them to account”,

The news of

death {ofliqwed gome positive developments on Bougainville concerning the negoti-
ations for the safe the five rity Forcas servicomen held captive by BRA rebels in Laguai, Buin.

Member rlia t for ifvitte, Mr. Momis, believes that his peace mission to Buin and subsequent
meetings tédn “overwhelming signals of a significant break-through in the eight-year
crisis. these signals is that they are coming simultaneously from the BRA, the
' orces, the chiefs, and the people (hemselves.” Momis proposed to the
declared on Bougainville and that the blockade of goods and services to
y-controlied areas be lifted. He furthermore suggested that all care centres be
oplé Ao return to their villages and that overseas mediators and tacilitators could, if
i the peace process. Momis appealed to politicians to put aside doublts, fears anc
ther to achieve peace on Bougainville.

Chan who called
be used 1o trace

(Sc n atlanal (PNG), 13, 14 October and Post Courler, 15 October 1896.)



