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23 February 2009

. Hon Georgina Te Heuheu
Minister for Disarmament and Arms Control
Parliament Buildings
Private Bag
Wellington

Tena koe Minister

Disarmament and Arms Control (PACDAC), t6'¢
your appointment as Minister for Disarmamg
to working with you.

This briefing paper provides you with a

has focussed on in the previous two .
Background
PACDAC was established by the
Control Act 1987. According to that Act, the fu
(a) To advise the Mini £
thinks fit;
(b) To advise the P
(c) To publish fros
arms control m

(d) To make

“the committee include:
ment and arms control as it

renitation of the Act;
n relation fo disarmament and
¢ implementation of the Act; '

he purpose of promoting greater public
arins control.

ations Implementation Fund (DEUNIF) set up in 2004. In

and disarmament education projects, grants and
ers a toral study are made from PADET funds.

. m ms proliferation and gun violence especially in the Pacific and South

t Asta.
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P ACDAC meets three times each year and is supported in its work by the Department

of Internal Affairs and the International Security and Disarmament division th
_ Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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In addition to the work outlined above, PACDAC has agreed to prepar€ an a

ves w? report 1o the Minister for Disarmament. It is intended that the annual repoit W il

l}(s\/ L canvass the advice provided to the Minister on arms control and djsarmaient issues
under section 17.1(a) of the Act and to the Prime Minister on thy/1z ntation of

the Act under Section 17.1(b). It is not intended that this repogt be i

parliament.

The current PACDAC members include:
Ms. Deborah Morris-Travers _
Mr. Jim Veitch

Ms. Mary Wareham

Mr. David Capie

Rev'd Richard Randerson
Mr. Alyn Ware

Mr. Graham Fortune

Mr. Richard Northey

2007/08 Policy issues
In 2007/08 PACDAC provided policy
1. 20" Amniversary of New Ze

2
3
4, Nuclear weapons ¢
5. Non-Proliferation
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investment holiei ' PADET and RPEUNIF.

1. 209 ive éry of New Zealand’s nuclear free legislation

PACD bers reWe Minister on community events, including plans
f .

th exhib at/Canterbury museum involving photos, films, banners,

es. s\hdped the exhibition would then move to the Auckland War
mMori Y _

Breath/of Peace” film by Claudia Pond-Eyley to be shown on TV and at film

festiv

PAC%?mended that the anniversary be commemorated with an open debate

n nt and the adoption of a resolution on nuclear disarmament. This was

iZ d and the resolution was adopted without opposition
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~ A range of operational Ve gn@iscussed by PACDAC, including the




2.- De-alerting (operational status of nuclear weapons)

PACDAC recommended to the government that it work with like-mind tri€g’on
submitting a UN resolution. This recommendation was implemented
government in October 2007. PACDAC also made other recommendat)
possibilities for advancing this issue in the international arena.

3. US/ India civil nuclear cooperation initiative

PACDAC expressed its concern to the Minister that the
technology deal could undermine the nuclear Non-Prolif

4, Nuclear weapons convention

PACDAC briefed the Minister on dev ear Weapons

Convention including the UN resolu Convention which

was revised in 2007 and circulated al, NPT working paper

on the NWC, and the increasing suppo : sntarians, former heads of State
- (including the Rt Hon Jim Bolger), Nobe 3 d other civil society

Hament as part of the debate
¢e legislation.

cross-party group of parlig
for the 20" anniversary of

PACDAC raised the

Convention (NW i ¢ Ministens
5. Non-Prolifer P eral Assembly disarmament initiatives

PACDAC reg pdated = r on developments relating to the Non-
Proliferation Tyeaty including gov ent and NGO initiatives at the 2007 and 2008
NPTP Committees, and related initiatives including the Middle Powers
Initiaf igle/ VI F meefifgs and the New Agenda Coalition NGO group.

’precedent of a ban on depleted uranium munitions and armour
e NZ parliament following suit; and recommends that Ministry of
airs refer this to the relevant parliamentary committee for due

ion and report back to parliament.
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7 Cluster Munitions

PACDAC recommended that New Zealand support the negotiation of a
International Humanitarian Law (the Cluster Munitions Treaty) to:
(a) Effect a comprehensive ban on cluster munitions, and

(b) Address the humanitarian impacts of cluster munitions.

To secure this goal, the Committee recommended that New Zeglatid acti
participate in the Oslo Process to ban Cluster Munitions laun ¢ Oslo
Declaration in February 2007.

for the Conference, the Committee urged MF
(NZAID, NZDF), to cooperate with civil sogie

undertaken by Ambassado
PACDAC urged the Minigte
treaty objective with hig/go

rom government on the UN study on

ew Zealand’s reporting to the UN on

dgram of Mayors for Peace including their promotion of a Nuclear

ap ar%tiom the Cities should not be Targets project and the
Hirgéhima/MNagasaki Protocol.

ipn, and has reported to the government on’
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“~ 10. Small Arms

PACDAC considered the status of international and regional efforts to t
proliferation and misuse of small arms and light weapons. It urged MFE.
the launch of negotiations of an Arms Trade Treaty, sought informatids
of the Group of Experts deliberations in 2008 on this topic, and conside
efforts to tackle small arms through the 2001 UN Programme of Actie

It was noted that research into the problem of small arms in t
by David Capie was increasingly dated. PACDAC Discussedwith
potential to commission work to update David Capie’s work. The Committé
supported efforts to consider the proliferation and impagf of 3mall arms in
particularly in Papua New Guinea.

Operational matters

Investment Policies

investments by the Department of Interna
responsibility criteria. A new member noted

comprehensive appro
Zealand Superannu

épattme nte its adopted policy with respect to the
[Land Bakific Cons iotyFunds to not invest in companies
involved in weapongproductio I pornography.

extend our congratulations to you on your appointment to the
i Wwd has an important role to play in ensuring
ly ¢

armament issues. We look forward to meeting with
with you during your term as Minister.
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