EPARTMENT OF

GRREETEGNS

RA POUTAMA ACTEAROA

pd

21 July 2016 C78580

Emmy Rakete
fyi-request-4166-65349d9b@requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Ms Rakete

- Thank you for your email dated 22 June 2016, requesting information about the
number of prisoner visits. Your request has been considered under the Official
Information Act 1982 (OIA).

Please find attached as Appendix One, tables of the number of prisoner visits
broken down by month, from July 2005 — June 20186,

The Department's procedures for prisoner visits continue to be updated to
ensure the safety and security of the prison is maintained. We understand that

" an encouraging environment for prisoners and visitors is vital in order to build
and maintain family connections for prisoners and support rehabilitation and
reintegration. Prisoner visits are carefully managed to ensure these objectives
are achieved. Prisoner visitors must be approved before they can visit a
prisoner. The system for approving visitors includes conducting criminal checks
and providing photographic identification that can be verified by prison staff on
the day of the visit. Further information on visits to prisons is publically available
oh our website at

www.corrections.govt.nz/working with_offenders/prison _sentences/staying con
- nected with_friends _and_family/visits.html.

I trust the information provided is of assistance. Should you have any concerns
with this response, | would encourage you to raise these with the Department.
Alternatively you are advised of your right to also raise any concerns with the
Office of the Ombudsman. Contact details are: Office of the Ombudsman,

PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143.

~ Yours sincerely

Rachel Leota
Deputy Chief Executive {Acting)
Corporate Services

NATIONAL OFFICE, WELLINGTON
Mayfair House, 44 -52 The Terrace, Wellington 8011, Private Box 1208, Wellington 5140 phone +54 4 460 3000 fax +54 4 460 3263

:0 www.corrections.govt.nz
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