Short Remarks for High Commissioner Mr Shanglones &

Presentation of Credentials - Republic of

Monday 20 October 2014

e, N

Your Excellency, it is an honour to be here today jals to
you as the new New Zealand High Commissiof AUru

Please also accept the warmest regards of ernor-Gene f New Zealand
to Your Excellency and the people of blic of Nat my own personal
thanks for the kind hospitality I am,.e nmy.i visit to Nauru.

New Zealand and the Republi¢c_o uru share a and friendly relationship

built through a history of const jvefegiona teral interactions.

nj mall but solid trade relationship
totalling nearly NZ$17 million in 2013.

ses the elopment challenges small islands states face
o be assist%u u in their justice and education sectors,

our polee and development links, New Zealand and Nauru
Iw;aeop]e e’links with 120 Nauruans living in New Zealand and
@1 w Zea% and Nauruan's enjoying ties of family and friendship.
[hese regiohal and bilateral links are highlights of a relationship which continues
Yo pros % onoured to be New Zealand’s new High Commissioner to the
Repu%%Na ru and I look forward to furthering the existing warm relationship
OQ

ntries share.



From: AUCKLAND

Sent: Tuesday, 21 April 2015 1:36 p.m.

To: MEA; PRETORIA

Cc: .MEA POSTS; ECO; LGL; UNHC; DS APE; FM.P/S : (Seemail)
Subject: RE: FORMAL MESSAGE: MAURITIUS:; PRESENTA 0 EDENTL

[UNCLASSIFIED] &
SUMMARY
Mauritius is enthusiastic to partner with New Zealand, particularl

advancement. Coming shortly after a significant change in gove
Zealand’s credentials as a strong supporter of Small Island Deyélo

O-btugfocean economy
@ ance to burnish New
g-legdership, and make
clear our desire to partner with Mauritius in a way that lever vn Pacifi Mes to grow capacity and
economic development in the Indian Ocean. &
ACTION @

2 For information.
MESSAGE

3 High Commissioner Shane Jones, pa
his credentials. While in Port Louis, Jones met
Ocean Economy and Fisheries, the ActimgR

Affairs Arvin Boolell (who Jones ho
Commissioners, heads of the Indian
of the fisheries industry based inMauriti

4 The visit gave us aryopp y to expres Zeafand’s )
ant reinforce our undertaking that we would service to
BS

%) visited Mauritius last week to present
inister, Foreign Minister, Minister of

¢’also met with the British and Australian High
the Indian Ocean Commission, and representatives

Qs

amplify small island devel e issues duri nure. This message was well-received by the Foreign

Minister and his officj
Presentation of Cfgdenti \

5 Jones pr his credentials to Pyesident Purryag. In a wide-ranging tete-a-tete following the ceremony,
lones expressed Nevy Zealand’s thanks auritius’ support for our UN Security Council bid, and answered a
number fwmout Ne he President, appointed by the previous government, had a particular
intere ri-birsiness, and poi out the problems Mauritius had with post-harvest loss on its tropical fruit crop
in par , dd¢ to inadeq rogessing and packaging capacity.

ow the nqw goverpment

his was.ou t engagement with the new government, who had taken over after a snap election in
December last ygér. Expectations of the new leadership’s potential was mixed.



7 Jugnauth, who started his 6th term as Prime Minister in December last year, is well-known in Mauritius to
have been responsible for the “Mauritian Economic Miracle” of the 1980s, which pushed the country’s economy
from monocrop (sugar) dependence to the more sustainable, diversified model that saw Mauritius become fafious
as a tourism and financial intermediation destination. During his meeting with Jones, Jugnauth expressed hj
priorities for this term in terms of creating a “second miracle”, by creating new eco ic pillars, turning Port
Louis harbour into a regicnal hub, focusing on the ocean economy, and putting sighjficant effort into fostéring SMEs

to boost job growthls6(a)l

cealand was clear: he wanted his officials to do E\;érythiné they could t

particularly interested in blue economy matters, and also asked if Ne
naritime and i atters. particularly in

Double Tax Agreement with Mauritius.
\ He queried whether
i erence. tambow'reiterated that
tipn of Mauritids’ & ic growth.[s6(a))

8 The new Foreign Minister, Hon Sinatambou

he showed keen intem coaperation with New Zeajand o
9 The ocean/blue economy was a clear that opportunity exists for New

the area of maritime securityS(a

Zealand to help add ballast to the concept: j as clear that New Zealand would look to
aland’s presence in the region, shared the
lessons we have learnt in the Pacifjgcoqte grow their own ability to profit sustainably from
the country’s natural resources. L inparticular was sharing of New Zealand's experience
with rights-based fisheries ma 9 gve a vessel day scheme to regulate sustainable
fishing in its EEZ) and maritir

we were across the implementation of outcomes from
Oceans/Blue Economy policy is a key plank to adjust

Blue Economy and fisheries

10 king about the opportunities available in the blue economy
space, it hecame clear dui orkwfas necessary first to put structure around what exactly is
meant by the term ‘blue &c it ing to be a term that can mean everything from seabed mining
and mineral exploi ] manage the exploitation of marine resources, to the introduction
of cabotage, and promef ist destination.

11 this discussion domestically, the Prime Minister has appointed a Minister of Fisheries and

anisatio

ish e secretariats of the Indian Ocean Commission (I0C) and the Indian Ocean Rim
%}ofwhich lones visited. The I0OC, headed by Secretary General Jean Claude de UEstrac (a
n

reigi Minister) is the clearest analogue for the Pacific Islands Forum that exists in the Indian

of the I0C (Seychelles, Mauritius, Madagascar, and France’s La Reunion); renewable energy (the 10C
t an equity-building project supporting small-scale investment in solar); fishing and maritime

O

O



members; L'Estrac undertook to send further information and asked New Zealand to consider putting in request for
observer status ahead of the 10C’s May ministerial meeting.

13 IORA, as its name suggests, has a much larger disparate membership than the IOC. Under the guidadg®
Australia as chair over the past two years, the organisation has also focused on blue nomy and mariti
resource matters, and will host a Ministerial-level conference on the topic in Augu tember this ygdr

& Maritim

[COMMENT: PRE will attend a precursor IORA meeting on “Promating Fisheries & Aq

Security Cooperation in Indian Ocean Region” in Durban in May.]. The Secretary- al of IORA, A dor
Bhagirath, also suggested that New Zealand consider dialogue partner (obseper) rthe orga —and
undertook to send further information on the matter.s6(b)

Bilateral engagement Eg

14 Beyond the fisheries and blue economy matters canvassé

15 @

The experience Fisherie cyNhmarine resource management (and
the usSe 6f a vessel day scheme) attracted consider attention; as di aland’s recognised seasonal
employer scheme ii

Onthe '~
as considering possible avenues for cooperation.

COMMENT Q
16 The origins of the “Sin re of Af r for the country are clear to see driving into the capital from

the airport on the wo Shighways, passin dern housing and commercial developments. With an
unemployment rage h ihg around 7.5% a GDP per capita of around US$10,000 (a quarter of New Zealand’s®
the country rank§/63 De world on last yeat's Human Development Index

V but it is cleer that targeted collahoration, especially on marine

question of climate change collaboratia ¢ noted that

resourcg mana nt matters, grradke a positive difference to the economic trajectory of the country. We will
conti tg progress the cahversatigns from this visit at working level tos6§ai
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Mauritius Country Paper %/7 . f

W/ M
Bilateral Relationship

Relations between Mauritius and New Zezland are warm and ing.~~Building o%
Commonwealth roots, New Zealand and Mauritius have found mo und ovepthe need or

sustainable fisheries management and on Small Island Develo s issues. The vi
Foreign Minister, Dr Arvin Boolell, around the Small Island Developing/States ¢

former
2014,
rnational
Trade is Mr Etienne Sinatambou.

Official Development Assistance
e Two participants from Mauritius attended nd/Soum cultural workshop

September 2014 in h Africa.

o A foreign affairs official will participa
course to he held in New Zealand
this course in 2013 - 2014.

week Eng ge Training for Officials
ne 2015 0 ign affairs officials attended

Mauritius citizens are eligible for New nd Developm ommonwealth Scholarships for
study in the fields of agriculture wable 5 currently have three scholarships
awardees studying in New Zealand towards a Energy, Master of Environmental

Management and a PhD in f QM.
Trade @

Despite its small popu giZe, Mauri 57 a significant sub-Saharan market for New Zealand
goods exports. Fofiterra maintains a s hare of the Mauritian dairy market, including with
Anchor branded Ct3. New Zealand fi ijes company Sealord is active in Mauritius.

Mauritius sp canning tuna xporting value added product to Europe. New Zealand’s
fish exports to Mauritius are domin by this trade. O

Mauritiis ¥séa yé€al propanent of free trade, and, while its exports to New Zealand are small,s6(b)|

orts: NZS79 on
fish (11%)
Z51.25million

payel (50%), sugar (13%)

UNCLASSIFIED
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Visits
Recent high-level visits to Mauritius have included:

Outward

2013
April: Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon Murray McCully

ward

2014
August: Former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional
Boolell

ade, Dr Arvin

Representation

o) Commissioner hased in
ane\Jones, Ambassador for Pacific
reinforce the common areas

New Zealand historically has been represe
Pretoria. In 2014, the decision was t
Economic Development, as High Commi er to Mauritius i

:.ii ;:
e e 1}
=%
=
tn
—*
=
=

of interest between the Indian Ocea fic Islan ew Zealand’s Honorary Consul in
Mauritius, Harold Liu Man, was n d as an)Honorary Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit in
December 2014 in recognition of his rvice to -Mauritius relations.

The Mauritian High Com to New Zeatand Mirella Chauvin, resident in Canberra,

presented credentials in

UNCLASSIFIED



Mauritius — Background Brief
Domestic

Since gaining independence from Britain in 1968, Mauyi has maintained oné
the developing world’s most successful and stable democ@ itius ha nked
b

in the Ibrahim Index of African Governance since the ind in 2007,

2 A snap-election was called in December 201 hen-Prime Mipiste goolam.,
Ramgoolam’s coalition, consisting of the Labou and th Mauritian
Movement, entered the election as favourites/and w expected Ry~ a-.‘ including
Mauritian media, to win. However, Allian e the ¢ %ed by current

victory,/Kis coaliion campaigned

Prime Minister Anerood Jugnauth, wen in 3
rs of the president,

strongly against the proposal by the oppgsft
which has historically been a ceremontal™>p

Assembly. Jugnauth’s coalition is comp of\tHe Mouvemeny gocialiste militant (MSM),
the Parti mauricien social démocrate d the iberater.
3 Mauritius’ domestic political ironment sa upheaval when, in February

2014, former-Prime Minister N

Rampgoolam (200 was arrested on charges of
conspiracy to pervert the course ice and @1 latfndering. [s6(a)|

4 Food securit swstainabilify is/an on-going concern for Mauritius. Its island
nature has left igulne to erosio climate change, while fish stocks have been
e

overfished, Maulki member dian Ocean Tuna Commission and Smartfish.

as benefittemwide-ranging structural reforms since 2006 and is
competitive economies in sub-Saharan Africa. The Mauritian economy
d into a n of new industries, including manufacturing, financial

infor communications technology (ICT). These industries have
@ ificant cont ions to the country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Mauritius

oretast to hav Pgsowth of 4.19% in 2015 (World Bank).

57 1s6(b

7 as it positions itself as an economic hub in the African region.
Mauriti %s with numerous regional organisations, including the Southern African
Devel t Community (SADC) and the Common Market for Eastern and Scuthern
Afri ESA). Mauritius actively takes part in the Tri-pariite Free Trade Area
nggotigtions“which consists of three of Africa’s Regional Economic Communities, the East

Afti ommunity (EAC), the Comman Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)
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and the Southern African Development Community (SADC).
deliberations is to promote regional economic integration, [s6(a

he main focus

7 The Mauritian economy is strongly linked to Europe
thirds of Mauritius’ exports and a similar proportion of tou

trading partner, a decline in trade, tourism and investm effect on
the economy. However, recent growth in the EU will be & boo Mauriti

International Relations

8 Mauritius is the hosting member of both/the Indiah Ocean Cn (I0C) and
the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). Yo megeting wi %ganisations. The
I0C’s stated aims are security, consolidation-ef.th e of la presentative democracy
and the prevention of piracy. The I0C i i
have much in common with Pacific
management, natural disaster mitigati
IORA is made up of 20 member st
pricrity areas that include mariti

fisheries management, disaster
cooperation, tourism and cult exc

tion of Edst n island states that

tates, s sustainable fisheries
ewable energy resources.
ian Qcean rim and has six key

nd investment facilitation,

establish a Se
Mauritius was number
Secretariat. At the eting

deep wate nd agr
well as con ring some o
6(a
New Zealand did not attend this year’s
SIQFA meetihg. New Zead ttended the first meeting (in Canberra) as an observer,
u permit d the full meeting.
stainabl elgpment is a major emphasis for Mauritius. The island hosted the
I States Conference in 2005 where the Mauritius Strategy was

gy acknowledges the vulnerability of small island states and their
ses the significant impact of natural disasters, and calls for

.
mw UNCLOS and the sustainable use of marine, water, land, and energy
resoufdes

uritius has been an Associate Observer to the Comunidade dos Paises de Lingua
Po esa (Community of Portuguese Language Countries) since 2006.

and territories who bid to host the SIOFA
agreed a recommendation against the use of
k to limit fishing effort to recent historical levels, as
core documents such as the rules of procedure.
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Territory’, The Chagos Archipelago was a dependency of the cole
detached prior to Mauritius' independence in 1968. It was dets

UK for defence purposes - the island of Diego Garcia hosts,
BY the'US. In 2010 the UK declared the waters around
protected area (MPA). Mauritius contended that this action vi
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and is incompatible wi
had been granted as part of the agreement to de
the challenging of the MPA to be part of a wide
archipelago. In March 2015 an Arbitral Tribunal Lonstit -
UK'’s declaration of the MPA was not in accorda ith/the proyisio f UNCLOS.

Hedand retained
- base; used prirmayi

13 Mauritius maintains close relations Wi . In Marchv2 dian Prime Minister
Modi visited Mauritius where agree

Understanding on areas including the ne

et Wa@s reac ive Memoranda of
gonomy an rovement of sea and air
transportation facilities in Mauritius ; §




Page 4 of 4

Mauritius - Key Facts

Official name: Republic of Mauritius
Land area: 2,040 sqg km
Population: 1.26 million

Capital city: Port Louis

Religion: Hindu (52%), Christian (30%), Muslim (17%
Official languages: French, English, Creole, Bhojpuri, TamitBindu, Ur

Currency: Mauritius Rupee (MRs) = 100 cents

Political ig

Political system: Republic within the Commg

National government: Council of Ministers app and he %e Prime Minister
nith, 62 cted“every five years.

one two-member

Last elections: 10 December 2014

Next elections due: Late 2019 or

Head of State: President Rajke ag, appainte y 2012

Head of Government: Prime Mini Anercod Ju cted in December 2014
Main political parties: Alli Lebep (comprises Mouvement socialiste militant

(MSM), Parti mauricien social B)7 and Muvman Liberater (ML)),

Mouvement militant ma En(MMM) Labour Parfy, Mouvement rodriguais, Organisation
de peuple rodriguais a
Economic (EIU 20 imates)
GDP: US$ 12,71
Real GDP growth:
Exporis: US$ lion
5,23

Imporis: illicn
Current ac lance: - 9 million

@ es on Mauriti
constituency on the island of Rodrigues.ant-Up_to 56@%

=




President

Rajkeswur (Kailash) P

REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS \@j @

- Rajkeswur (Kailash) Pu
‘Purryag was elected aZ/
-a five-year term.
ministerial positio
and Minister of Fore

| d will serve
numerous
Pr|me Minister
mat[onai Trade.

ut

ted to the Legislative
76. He is recipient of
in  Mauritius -
g . 0f the Star and Key of the
3K)/ and” Grand Commander of the
', of the Indian Ocean (GCSK).

sd-Jugnauth: Prime Minister
5 served as Prime Minister since winning the
called in December 2014. He s

-' ly three-quarters of the seats in parliament.
5’ ‘ecutive power resides with the prime minister.

Jugnauth s a veteran politician and has served five
terms as Prime Minister and was President between
2003 and 2012.

O
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Etienne Sinatambou, Minister of ﬁérelgn Afﬁalrs,
Regional Integration and Internatiohal Tradefﬁ ,‘ls,
Sinatambou  was  appointed th\\ 't‘ﬁef role 0
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Reglana[ Integraton*‘\wand
International Trade in Decemb“er\ \2\014 Pﬁavmusly,
Sinatambou served as le‘)l ter “Vof ~Information
Technology and Te{ecommumcatlons and
Deputy-Speaker of the Natlenal Assemblyﬁ

Sinatambou is a Iawyer; anéuhas 'worked on several
international legal commltteesi QNN

Islands oo
Koonjoo has*. hele{ 5 numerous;-- ministerial positions
including Mmister y of . Commerce Cooperatives &
Handicrafts® and , f__mster of Local Govemment

Econ@mlﬁ—:s\\fron;r ;Eel-\hrﬁ- University. Personal hobbies
mclu@ie~-rfea’d|n/g,“\travelhng and swimming. Koonjoo is an

A

av:'fd f/otba Il E: nd‘;_‘cncket fan.

‘Mahenff Kumar SEERUTTUN: Minister of Agro-
/{[ﬁdustry\\énd Food Security

\)Seeruttun = was  appointed to the role of
‘ Mrms:ter/ ‘of Agro-Industry and Food Security in
_D.gcember 2014, Seeruttun became a member of
\Parljiament in 2010 and worked on several committees,
mcludmg the Committee of Selection and PUbliC
Seounts for several years.

/Seeruttun is a chartered accountant and has previously
held positions in finance, including as a finance
manager, accountant and auditor. Interests include
reading, internet surfing, music & sport activities.
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Susan Coles: Australian High Cor ISSIOI’I
Mauritius é/ Q}
Coles has previously served oversea g\@gﬂ ial Adviso
at the APEC Secretariat in § r:I'd:;s
First Secretary at the Aust ‘ta \E"mbas and
Permanent Mission to the United N gtto s,,«V,L\nnawUnt:!
recently, Ms Coles was Director oﬁ\,fth J.')ep\a[;tments
WTO and Regional Trade Poliey, Section. “*":j-w’
/[l/ —— /,i§ ?A\\:}

Coles holds a Bachelor Wig—!(dffo rs),,dnd Bachelor
of Arts from the Unj r;é“ﬁty\of #ﬁ\d elaide, and, as a
Rhodes Scholar, comp“fet“eéf,fé/bo eéFaq\uate Bachelor of
Civil Laws spemajts rrg m1ﬁ41ﬂté1‘ﬁ@t10na[ Law at the
University of Oxfor'GL“ﬁhe spea\lgg Fren(:h

Drew presentef;l hfs erefdentra”ls as High Commissioner in
August 2014. He is alsjbfnon -resident Ambassador to the
Umon/(fgf\\}the,/fCe oros. Drew has served as
Deputy\ itish \ Representatlve to East Timor,
. /HinI/CO Hiissioner to Papua New Guinea and
] Hea*?:[ d;/ e\v%htacal Military Team at the British
Eﬁ{x assy (@ \&,abu[ In London he has been
“E}%pl;!)!y He*ad d-of the Counter Terrorism Assistance Team,
(&gt qﬁ\‘c e\West Africa Section and most recently

ad of Africa Department, where he worked on

5@\ broad range of commercial, security and conflict
/

NY. N
" issyes. 4

S~

5\\\,/;? Q«D‘t;v Twas awarded the MBE in HM The Queen’s Birthday
/\ {}Nﬁg ours in 2009,

N\

4’”//? N

\:; ;\/ff 2 ‘\%\}/
P Ifm\ w\’ / g g/\ -
70) ))

')

e S
',/:’
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Ambassador K V Bhagirath: Secretary General of
the Indian Ocean Rim Association / (1)
Ambassador Bhagirath assumed dutles - a"sf’"
Secretary-General in January 2012 and will serve a
three year term. This term j§" renewable fo/ one

8 additional term. Bhagirath Jomed the” Indian Foreign

Service in 1979. His assighments  have“.included
postings to the Middle East Latm Amerlca Europe and
Africa. /) Y

As part of the Secretapy-General’solg,_He represents
IORA Secretariat at the .Council f Ministers, Committee
of Senior Officials and Werking~Groups the meetings,
reporting the proceéedings and-decisions of the meetings
and to follow- up |mp|ementatlon of-the decisions.

~ Jean Claude de I’ Estrat:' Secretary-General of the
. Indian Ocean-ComMwission
. De L'Estrac_is the Ferfmer Foreign Minister of Mauritius
Lo and g ‘foundmg fatheriof the I0C. He was also the
> GenerakDifectof lof la Sentinelle, a press consortium
oy wWhHIEH, produces newspapers and magazines in
&y Maurmus

‘He was appomted Secretary-General in July 2012 and

sées his~rele as having economic, political and

/ diplomatic_mandates. He has pointed to tourism, airline
\access, food security and international visibility as key

ar€as_ for the IOC to work on.

"'M;F'A met with de I'Estrac in April 2013
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Mauritius Objectives

1. Present credentials to President Purryag. : @
2
A

4, Highlight our interest in sharing experig s /n srarea affect small island
developing states including blue economy (W& ewable energy,

5. This visit affords an opportunity to
and the Indian Ocean Rim Assogiati

Key Issues
Bilateral .
@
L]

0
-E

onent of free trade, and, while its exports to New Zealand
. S ; :

ateral
® and is committed to the maintenance of international peace and security.
committed to working with and listening to the perspectives of African
egional organisations, in particular on piracy issues facing the Indian Ocean
Q ion,
I- -110
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Note Mauritius’ efforts to support anti-piracy initiatives off the ,coast of Somali

sending leaders to the meeting (Note: latiritix
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting i
withdrew their offer to host CHOGM/20475du
rights issue). ' ) ]

Blue Econom

friend and committed long term partner open to
ith Indian Ocean Countries. New Zealand is open to
expertise on relevant blue economy and maritime resource

ealand remains a strong advocate for SIDS, recognising the unigue
llenges faced by small oceanic nations, be they in the Pacific, the
Caribbean or the Indian Ocean.
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Africa, to cosponsor the negotiations on the Southern Indran Ocean Flsherfes

Agreement (SIOFA). SIOFA was opened for signature if ZGQS and came mto_.ff':'”:

force in 2012, NN

» New Zealand has signed but not ratified SIOFA s;,nce we do not currently have
vessels fishing in the SIOFA area (and have not sifice 2011)

o F asked if/when we will ratify SIOFA] We' 'will‘need to assesscarefully and
ﬁake a judgement based on the operation, oF, New Zealand flagged vessels. As
a general rule New Zealand will only ba mvolved o\ organisations and
agreements of this kind where New / Zegiand ﬂagged vessels are actively
Bffgaged in the relevant fishery. ; :

» Although New Zealand did not{attend Jthis year’s meéting, we continue to
believe that meetings of partids should bé opeh, t0 mon-gontracting parties with
an interest in SIOFA (mcludmg srgnatones, non- srgnatorres NGOs and private
sector representatives).

New Zealand would be intecgsted in/ Wow) théventry into force of SIOFA has
impacted on the wark-of IORA. NewZealand would also be interested more
generally in IORA'g Yiew on develol:)ments in the Indian Ocean region and how
their work will overlap or mvolve the cooperatron of other regional organisations.

L. NZ joining IORA /s proposed} New Zealand understands that as a state that

does not border the Indtan Ocean itis ineligible for IORA membership,

General . /

3

New Zealand * welcomes. Mauritius’ perspective on the work of regional
orgamsatlons including the IOC and IORA. We anticipate the High Commissioner’s

wsnt wn!l be an opportumty to discuss their activities.

NIWA "Cooper:atfon

L]

s

" 4

. \56(b

NIWA’S‘ vedsel Kaharoa has visited Mauritius a number of times since 2006, most

reée:ntly in/August 2014, as part of its ongoing involvement in deploying Argo

» Floats which monitor temperature and salinity changes in the world’s oceans.

NIWA is looking at how it can assist. One option would be to send a NIWA expert
“o“Mauritius to provide advice on Climate Services development and implant a

Cllmate Early Warning system. These discussions would lay the base for any

POV 145-110

RESTRICTED

the.area.. Thxs prompted I}Jew Zealand together wrth Austraha and So’uthj"‘

€
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future engagement with Mauritius, which may require follow-up,by NZ techni
agencies

Official Development Assistance

+ We encourage Mauritius citizens to apply for the Ne
Commonwealth Scholarships on offer. We are ple
awardees currently in New Zealand working towa a

Environmental Management and a PhD in Educati

+ In September 2014 two participants “/from- fitiusy a
New Zealand/South African agricultural ' '
Export’ in South Africa,

June 2015. We have noted prevj S
officials was generally high
which might limit the value of fi

Other points

’

e Mauritius” Ambassador to the EU's request for Maritime
r providing operational staff from Maritime New Zealand to
dvice to the Joint Management Authority made of Mauritius



CHESHIRE, Finnian (MEA)

From: AUCKLAND A
Sent: Friday, 27 February 2015 4:18 p.m. VN > 3
To: MEA './ / p :’ I‘.' :\ \

Ce: IDG GLO; ..MEA POSTS; FM SLT; PACDEV; PAC; FM; P/S MFA AUCKLAND 4
Subject: RE: Accreditation of High Commissioner Shane Jonesio' Seychelles _
Attachments: Partnership between Seychelles and New Zealahd“tof take new hexghts Wfth new

High Commissioner.docx; Additional requests’,‘for coopegatlon Seyche‘lles.docx

[UNCLASSIFIED]

Re-sent with attachments.

From: AUCKLAND

Sent: Friday, 27 February 2015 12:46 p.m.
To: AUCKLAND; MEA N :

Cc: IDG GLO; ...MEA POSTS; FM SLT; AUCKLAND; PACDEVy PAC EM: P/S MR NN C)
Subject: Accredltation of K |gh Commissioner Shane Jones te Seychelles

Not for cable exchange

Summary

High Commissioner Shane Jones presented his credentials/in/Seychieles on 10 February. The President and Ministers
spoke about the warmth of our bilateral Telationship and the.patential areas of future cooperation in areas such as
the blue economy, piracy and renewablé energy.@ﬂ

NN/ ' Conversations with other stakeholders highlighted '
threats related to piracy, drugs ahd tersorism/in tie region.-

Action

MEA/IDG GLO — see paragrapbs’6,)7, 8, 12:47%-19.3hd 20.

Report ' O

2 High Commi'ss:ioner Shane Jones, accomp'anied hy , visited Seychelles on 9-12 February to present
credentials asitHe gecopt NewZealand High Commissioner to the Republic of Seychelles. The announcement from
State House is attached for your mformatlon

3 Whlle m Seychel!es Joneswret thh President Michel; Vice-President Faure; Foreign Minister Morgan; Finance
and Blué Economy Mlmster Adam Fisheries and Agriculture Minister Cosgrow; and Environment, Energy and
Climate. Change Minister Dogley "Jones also met with the Chief of Defence, Brigadier Payet; Acting Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court Justlce Kartinakaran; Director of REFLCS3, Mr Bibi; and the British High Commissioner, Mrs

/ Skail \ !

Premdent"Michel and his Ministers highlighted the “excellent” bilateral relationship between New Zealand and
Seychelles The yisit to New Zealand by President Michel in 2014 was a “great success” and emphasised the many
areas of commonallty between the two countries. Seychelles wishes to increase cooperation with New Zealand and
learnArém/cir ekperiences. A summary of the key themes and cooperation requests during the visit are outlined
belown

‘*Bi'ae ecénqmy/ﬁ'sheries



5 The 'blue economy’ is a priority area for the Seychelles government and new Finance and Blue Economy A
Minister, Jean-Paul Adam. Fisheries and tourism account for the majority of Seychelles revenue, with hoth
industries relying on environmental protection and sustainable management of resources. {

6  Sustainable fisheries is at the heart of the blue economy and Minister Adam’s portfmho Seychelles has
established fishing monitoring and EEZ surveillance mechanisms, but lacks the technical, expertise and capamty to)
create a quota management regulatory system. Minister Adam requested assistance from New Zealand to-create
such a system in Seychelles. fThe suggestion by Jones to provide information on'the New Zealand System and
possibly send a New Zealand fisheries expert to Seychelles to assess the s tuatlon waswarmly welcoméd/and
encouraged. Seychelles will send a written request to New Zealand in the commg weeks for conS|derat|on

4 \ 3y L&
7 Seychelles will host the second Blue Economy Conference in late November 2015. Pre5|dent Mlchel and
Ministers Adam, Morgan and Cosgrow asked New Zealand to attend&nd'make a presentatlon on New Zealand’s
quota management system and the blue economy’ in the Pacific cantext. Anvitations to Minister/McCully and Jones
will be sent in the coming weeks. Jones offered to speak with fisheries experts from New Zealand and the Pacific
about presenting at the conference. \

8 The government is interested to establish fish farming.in Seychelles Assmtance Wwith policy and regulations in
( «this area would be useful.

Piragcy

9  Piracy has reduced in the region, but the problemhasnot gone away. Sbmafi pirates have temporarily moved
into other forms of illegal activity on the sea mc{udmg drug, people-andarms trafficking, illegal fishing and

robhery. s

10 Seychelles is playing a critical role inthe regwona! flght agamst piracy at sea and on land. It has enacted
Ieglslatlon providing universal jurisdiction fdr crifnes of pirdcy. To date, Seychelles has prosecuted 129 Somali
pirates. Seychelles hasa prlsonertransfer agreement with Somalia, which is averseen and supported by
UNODC. Convicted pirates spend  portion ofthein sentence in Seychelles before being transferred to a prison in
Somaliland or Puntland. ‘

11 Seychelles is inthe.procéssdf constructlng a new court dedicated to the prosecution of piracy crimes. The court
{ will be annexed the Supreme Court. UNDDC ‘the EU and UK are assisting to fund the project and build capacity in
" this area. ¢

12 The' eycelient” contrlbutlon of NZBF'to the CMF operation last year (through Te Mana and the Orion) was
highlighted by Bngadier Payet, Nlmlster Morgan and the team at REFLECS3. All stakeholders encouraged
New Ze@tand to continueltocontribute to the anti-piracy efforts in the region.

r. "Dfu'g trafficking dn'd cons’u,mption

13 An overwheimmg theme of all conversations was the drug problem in Seychelles. High quality heroin from
Afghamstan i5 low transported via routes proximate to Seychelles. Consequently it has entered the community over
the past couple of years

s6(a), s6(b



14 International drug trafficking is a big problem for Seychelles as earlier routes are no longer used due to milit
conflict. The Seychelles Coast Guard and international forces in the region are intercepting an increasing nu
vessels transporting drugs from Afghanistan and Pakistan down the coast to Zanzibar. Traffickers are genera

heavily armed and are creating an additional security threat for Seychelles and the regio
UNSC 2

15 6(a), s6(b)

16 36(a)l

17 Onthe issue of New Zealand's election to the UNSC, Joneé [d6; @

o | aur wish to engage‘wit importance to the country
and be the voice of small states. Neither the President norviini to discuss any UNSC

Seychelles on Somalia,

Trade and investment

19 The Seychelles government'is’kgen to'eficoufage WewrZedland businesses to enter the Seychelles market.

consideration.

o



$6(8) i

23 sew) ~ " which heavily relies on the tourism and fisheries sectors to
-survive. Piracy has had an impact on both sectors, reducing the number of cruise ships,fishing areas, a rgo

shipsinthearea.  g¢, (b)

i (b

, However the message from the President and his Ministers was cl A e economy, ding
sustainable fisheries, is a priority for the government and New Zealand as@ b
appreciated. New Zealand attendance and participation in the Blue Econ y nce in beris
encouraged. So tao is assistance in the area of sustainable fisheries. 4

2 ’ 3G (a) e @

~+ 1. Seychelles, although small, is a dynamic country the
location to its advantage. We will continue to have muct

I

resources and geographical

S



REPUBLIC OF SEYCHELLES /‘i,\ <\§;>
President “ }

James Michel \ = \Q
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James Michel: President
Colonel James Alix Michel haS§5E§Q>PFESId€ t o\f’ the

Seychelles since 2004. He prewously sgrveﬂ*é‘s Vice-
President under predecess r;ﬂ ance- Albert Rene who
came to power in a coup Jﬂ;—f9"77 ‘/PreSJdent Michel
presently has po,rt(?o IO\ ?Q\monsuﬁ; ities for
Entrepreneurship DeQeI prpent\ and”  Business
Innovation, Defence,,L@Q@T*Affan"‘s{@nd\Informatlon He \
co-chairs the Global fsland” Partner*stiip (GLISPA) which | ()
brings together ,woﬂxdx Jeéders to\ promote action on
conservation and é-ust@ ab,fll'ty\ 'fﬂslands

- Joél Morgaq.{giyelgrymlmster
Morgan was aﬁpo’mtéid as-Minister in late January 2015.
Prior t /hs»\ appgmtment he served as Minister for
Home Affaj E vnra ment Transport and Energy.
Mogganﬁ‘re; ins, th@, @ortfollo of Transport and his
pos:’uon as @F) m N of the Board of Directors of Air
ﬁ@/ch 1{( rgan has a Masters of Engineering,

iElé’ctrzalja?@l}Ewtromcs Engineering from Heriot-Watt

Jeamﬁfﬁ Adam, Minister for Finance, Trade and
Economy

er n- Paul Adam was appointed to the post of
\l\cg“ster for Finance, Trade and The Blue Economy in
ate January 2015, Prev:ous[y, Adam served as Minister
fbr Foreign Affairs between 2010 and January 2015.
Before becoming Minister he had served in the Office of
%7 the President since 2006. Minister Adam started his
=== diplomatic career at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a
7 Trainee Protocol Officer (1996-1997) and later as
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Second Secretary (2001-2004). ' 2Ny

Mr Adam has a degree in English thg?atd/é{«and Frémﬁﬁ
which he obtained at the University of hefﬂe d:‘ He“@o
has a Masters in International x&\t al“Econ yfﬁ%m
the University of Manchester. ﬂ/é\hasa Iso repr‘eéented
Seychelles internationally as“/g\sﬂ@mmer*\ [ncluding at
the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. You mét Minister Adam
at last year’'s SIDS conference. whep~hewas part of a
panel you chaired on Flsherxe'S“MFA/recently met with
Adam at the AU Summift, h»i‘s*\last @ﬁﬁ&la -€hgagement as
Foreign Minister. { /) .

Didier Dogley: Mmlster\of Emm'onment Energy &

Climate Change“. ~._ )/ -
Didier Dogley, has‘\‘hel*d thQ:~=ﬁﬁ@rﬁol|o of Minister for
Environment, fnergy and’ Chmaﬁe Change since January
204.5. Prewously Bogley-sery ed as a Special Adviser to
the Mmlster\of Ehvn'onmenb;and Energy.

Minister of Fisheries and

Ag rmultt\

Mp” V\}aligce C.crsgf’ow has held the portfolio of Fisheries
anf:l AQQCQIQUT'E/ since January 2015. Mr Cosgrow has
spent t[jhe\ working in the Department of Natural
Resources; Vacted as Director General for Civil Service
Affairs i \the office of the Secretary of State for Cabinet
Affaww hd worked as chief executive of the Social
4 P[:otez;t on Agency. Mr Cosgrow holds a Bachelor of Arts
(il R q gremé in economics from the University of East
(7N NN LOndon
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. Lindsay Skoll: British High Co
Seychelles

Lindsay joined the Foreign and Comi
(FCO) in 1996, on return from r ¢

have encompassed both ¢t |
and she was seconded {o~the Cabi
lead on East Asia CUi

the climate 1
Department in—tondon
High Commissiene
accredited on 2.Ax

‘_-20' ange and Energy
* appomted as British

with one son and two step-
sts include Scottish hill-walking,
ing, scuba diving and music.
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Objectives

1. Present credentials as High Commissioner of Seychelles to Pr

;

3. Welcome Seychelles’ perspective on issues facing_t uncil,.in.particular
anti-piracy initiatives off the coast of Somalia wi ‘ ing-instability presents
a threat to maritime trade ‘

4, Note that New Zealand is a willing partnén/in/ tf gh seas“tfiat-wnderstands fully
the importance of protecting our respectite/ Maritin 2gions. New Zealand

contributes to the Combined Maritimé Forces (€ Mhichwundertakes anti-piracy
and other maritime law enforcemet 1 '

maintenance of international peace and security.
ng with and listening to the perspectives of African
ding the Southern Africa Development Community
ission.

ka Zealand is supportive of small island developing states and recognises the

value of sharing expertise and lessons at related conferences and summits.
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Blue Economy y
* New Zealand recognises the importance of blue economy issués.
friend and a committed long term partner open to sharifig iechinic
relevant maritime resource issues including fisheri
policing, and government-commercial partnerships.

» We are interested in finding out more about Seyc
Blue Economy Conference in November 20¥5
direction. '

helles plans fofhosti
nd_their strong ~, ership and

»  Seychelles’ large EEZ has caused difficu tieg’ if S ~fanagement for
Yl 4 llar diffieulty with illegal,

« During a visit to New Zealand Jean-Paul_Adam and
Environment Minister Roif P SIDS\ in  Auaust 2014.

e. These discussions would lay the base for any
Seychelles, which would probably require follow-up

unity to discuss its approach to the sustainable
'ment of tuna fisKeries resources. It would be useful to compare the

Serious concern for the Seychelles, given its close proximity to the
oast. New Zealand has contributed to anti-piracy initiatives in the Indian
- the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF). HMNZS Te Mana visited
hélles in February 2014 on its return from CMF anti-piracy controls. In August
}/NZDF based an Orion out of Seychelles for four months.

w Zealand and Seychelles are working on a Detainee Transfer Agreement
(DTA). This would allow New Zealand ships working in the Indian Ocean under

POLI-178-116
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CMF to transfer pirates to Seychelles for prosecution. Officials
a draft agreement now, and we hope to have it finalised soo

Development Programmes
» Seychelles is not a focus country for supgoft antlerythe

¢ A student from Seychelles is
Auckland, focusing on the P

2015,

« In September 2014

working thro

development
he Continent.

s at the University of
ddent from Seychelles will
iversity of Waikato in July

Seychelles attended a New

Zealand/South African agricuttutal we Q D orY 'Food Safety Systems for Export!'

held in South Afri
Other points to inc @
6(a

A

Vi

QZQ\
&

Wps

@I- 78-116




Seychelles requests for cooperation:
56(a), s6(b), s9(2)(b)(ii)

November 2015. Presi sters Adam, Morgan and Cosgrow asked New
Zealand to atten n on New Zealand's quota management system
and the blue ec ontext. Invitations to Minister McCully and Jones
will be sent in the co offered to speak with fisheries experts from New
Zealand and t i ing at the conference.

Recaom toy: To follow up on invitations from Seychelles to New Zealand to attend
and p & e Blu onoAy summit to take place in late 2015/early 2016.
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ducational links between
. He noted that the
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Bilateral Relationship \/
The Seychelles-New Zealand relationship is growing in importance j5,Lonsistently warm winlg
an increase in engagement. The relationship is particularly focuségd o ngthening cooperation in

multilateral fora on issues of importance for SIDS. Ministe
Commissioner Kember in-July 2013, and held bilateral meetings wit
Adam in Abu Dhabi at the Blue Economy Summit. The la eeting was of parti

a key focus for Seychelles is to tackle Blue Economy is are lessg R hew Zealand on
fisheries/marine resource management.

Since 2013, defence co-operation between Newé@ has deepened via
New Zealand’s contribution to anti-piracy initiz1 t i gagement includes a visit
by HMNZS Te Mana to Seychelles in Februa i
of Somalia. in August 2014 NZDF sent bas 2 Patrol Aircraft out of Seychelles

for four months. Additionally, Victoria ety Zealand operations under the
Coalition Maritime Forces (CMF) for the avy.

Trade
Due to a small population and intern e

"

Seychelles is focus e economy”, through sustainable development of

maritime resourégs, an ere may._be ortunities to share New Zealand commercial and
regulatory expe fhe economy istargely dependent on tourism for employment, tax revenues,

and foreign gxchange

NZ compsgnies\iSeychelles: IT Co y Data Torque

Expo BY/NZS4.66-million
in Exports: Wood | h’iry products (17%), Prefabricated buildings (9%), Apples,

e uinces, )
Imports’{CiF): NZS45,

mportsyEth ol {96%), Wool and animal hair (4%)
%unatera: ka

New Z M seychelles have a close working relationship on topics where our interests
in, muttilateral organisations. New Zealand continues to advocate for the needs of Small

loping States (SIDS) to be met in the post-2015 development agenda and the set of
velopment goals (SDGs) on which the agenda will be based. Areas of interest raised by
lles at the 2014 SIDS Conference included the sustainable manzagement of debt and

UNCLASSIFIED






