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27 September 2016 
 
 
Candice Makene 
 
Email: mailto:fyi-request-4579-c8a1373b@requests.fyi.org.nz 
 
 
Dear Ms Makene 
 
Re: Official Information Act Request  
 
I refer to your Official Information Act request received by email on 8 September 2016 in 
which you specifically requested the following: 
 
Seeking information regarding numbers of children all under the age of 16, whom 
have died in the opinion of the coroner as a result of inadequate treatment and/or 
incompetent response from sdhb in the last 10 years. *I am seeking raw numbers only, 
no personal identifying information. 
 
Section 57 of the Coroners Act 2006 requires a Coroner to conduct and inquiry, not to 
determine civil, criminal or disciplinary liability but to establish , so far as is possible, that a 
person has died, the person’s identity, when and where the person died, the causes of death 
and the circumstances of the death.  Coronial findings do not express the determination of 
“inadequate treatment” or “incompetent response” on the part of a District Health Board.   
 
We are therefore not able to provide the information you requested as this is not collected as 
set out above. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review of our decision by the Ombudsman.  
The Ombudsman's Office can be contacted on 0800 802 602 or on-line at 
http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Chris Fleming 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

 
Southern District Health Board  

Dunedin Hospital 
201 Great King Street 

Private Bag 1921  
DUNEDIN, 9054  

 
Chief Executive Officer 

Phone 03-476 9448 Fax 03-476 9450 
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