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7 November 2016

Morton Bartlett

Email: fyi-request-4779-2c260cfc@requests.fyi.org.nz
Dear Morton

OFFICIAL INFORMATION REQUEST

| refer to your official information request of the 17 October 2016 for the following:

Please provide the following information regarding all Deaths of monitored Kea from 1080

poisoning

1. Details of all symptoms experienced by Kea killed by 1080 poison

2. Time take to die of those Kea’s

3. Dates of all instances of Kea being killed by 1080, including number killed in each
instance

4. What steps has the Department taken to ensure safety of all Kea

Please find below a table of the dates and pathology details for monitored kea that died
following aerial 1080 operations.

Kea are monitored through aerial 1080 operations using radio tags. The kea are caught
during the months and years before the 1080 is laid and the radio tags are fitted using
specially designed harnesses. The radio transmitters have inbuilt circuitry that counts the
‘time since death in days, not hours. Thus, we know the time to death only to the nearest
day. During the post-operational monitoring period, radio-tagged kea are monitored on foot
or via aircraft using a receiver to detect the radio signal from each bird’s transmitter. The
body is recovered for necropsy unless conditions are unsafe. For more detailed information
on the monitoring methods used for kea survivorship in aerial 1080 operations, refer to DOC
Research & Development Series 344 (van Klink and Crowell 2013) on the DOC website
(http://www.doc.govt.nz/documents/science-and-technical/drds344entire.pdf).

With this monitoring method we obtain no information on the poisoning symptoms for
these kea, and we know time to death only to the nearest day, therefore | regret that | am
not able to provide you with some of the information you seek. [Section 18e Official
Information Act refers].
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The DOC Code of practice for  aerial 1080 in kea habitat
(http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/conservation/threats-and-impacts/pest-control/other-
technical-documents/code-of-practice-aerial-1080-kea-habitat.pdf). sets out the compulsory
performance standards in place to manage risk to kea from aerial 1080 operations.

You are entitled to seek an investigation and review of my decision by writing to an
Ombudsman as provided by section 28(3) Official Information Act.

Yours sincerely

e 2 »
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Susan Timmins

Director Threats (Acting)
Science and Policy

for Director-General
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