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s

File No. DOIA 1617-0789

03 FEB 2017

Ms Belinda Robinson
fyi-request-5157-a0de512c@requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Ms Robinson

Thank you for your email of 30 December 2016, requesting, under the Official Information Act 1982 (the
Act), the following information:

The MBIE Fire Programme Update: March 2016 states the following:
"We have developed a plan to improve fire safety in New Zealand, and for this to occur in
collaboration with the sector." Please provide:

1. A copy of the above-mentioned plan.

2. The report/plan which shows the current rates, or other relevant data, of fire fatalities in
New Zealand in non-domestic buildings, which have been a result of fire safety
deficiencies from performance based, verification method, or acceptable solution
designs.

In response to part one of your request, please find attached a report titled Fire Programme which is
being released to you without redaction.

tn response to part two of your request, the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment does not
hold current rates of fire fatalities in New Zealand non-domestic buildings which have been a result of
fire safety deficiencies from performance based, verification method, or acceptable solution designs.
Therefore, part two of your request has been refused under section 18(e) of the Act, as the information
you seek does not exist.

For information on emergency incident statistics, | recommend you visit the New Zealand Fire Service
website at www.fire.org.nz/About-Us/Facts-and-Figures/Documents/Emergency%20Incident%20
Statistics%202012-13.pdf.

You have the right under section 28(3) of the Act to ask the Ombudsman to investigate and review my
decision. The relevant contact getajls can be found at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/contact-us.

Youpd sincerel

Melanie Smith
Acting Manager, Engineering Design and Science
Building System Performance

| Building, Resources & Markets
| 15 Stout Street, PO Box 1473, Wellington 6140 New Zealand

E info@mbie.govt.nz T +64 4 472 0030
W www.mbie.govt.nz
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Projects

1. Fire Safety Requirements for Supported Housing \

2. Alterations to Existing Buildings and As Near As Reasonably Practic@ARP)
Decisions for Fire Safety Requirements \
3. Material Group Numbers — Timber Linings
4. Role of the New Zealand Fire Service (NZFS) in@&g
i

5. Stakeholder Access to MBIE Guidance a

*

e Effectiven &}Process

&

6. Re-Introduction of Alternative Solufion

Specialist Buildings
ahd Storage Buil

s
@n Commercial Buildings

iance 0 ssive Fire Protection Systems




BUILDING
PERFORMANCE

Project Descriptions

1. Fire Safety Requirements for Supported Housing - (3;{’

<

In 2014, an amendment to the Acceptable Solution C/AS3 bought Supported g:;%'nmunity
s

care) Housing under the new Risk Group Care or Detention. The firg sa e requir
under C/AS3 are calibrated to the highest risk buildings in the Ri il p (h itals), w1thou\ ‘"“

regard to management structures or the nature of Supported How g |h@>normal residenti
setting.

\/
The amendment has created issues for the sector with BullﬁggCode compliance,
provision of supported living in a normal residential se@ﬁvh\,‘the approprlatgi

/\
measures. \Q\ \‘-{{J y

Vo = Wk '
MBIE will work with service providers, housing :ﬂ%owdz , funding prov?gﬁ\’ )”NZFS and
the disability sector to uncover and addres {ﬂ!\x ith fire safgy_ (0&2\99 for Supported
Housing.

2. Alteration to Existing Bud&m \a\a As Near As R’é‘s%éhé)wactlcable

(ANARP) Decnsuom or Fire §af i @ ts. N

Qns for existing buildings are
\I;%emsting buildings. The
5, designers and BCAs resulting in

There was significant stake
more difficult following, m\e Q“_Z
consequence has T

delays, building u

This project will: into issues of ANA/ f
along withéwor d@i‘%mples tosu tter huallty ANARP decisions for fire safety
measures‘!TI_ il be furth supporﬁi@b Wworkshops and training for designers, fire

'@her? Timber Linings
rements included in the Building Code Clause C3.4 in 2012 are

ted the use of timber linings in buildings.

\\ wateri (S
o @\iﬁemalsuﬁaca&;ﬁﬂ

rictive apd thi§ has ffe

‘Code Clause C3.4 and investigate alternative ways to specify
rements for surface finishes enabling different solutions whilst maintaining
vel of fire safety when considering fire spread. Research is required to

thes _fo ate
i nderstg;' Ed 'ﬁi‘e phenomena of fire spread on surfaces. This project will also look into a
\‘\\&frifica}. n Method for combustible wall linings.
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4. Role of the New Zealand Fire Service (NZFS) in Consenting

Stakeholder feedback from the Fire Review identified a number of issues relating to the role of
NZFS in the building regulatory system.

binding advice on design for evacuation and firefighting.

Issues raised by stakeholders about the NZFS’ role in the buildin
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7. Review of the Acceptable Solutions C/AS1-7

Feedback from stakeholders noted the seven Acceptable Solutions (C/AS1-7) requires a
complete overview. This new documents require more definitions and the status of the
commentary is also unclear. &

8. Understanding Building Categorisation

The change from 16 Purpose Groups to 7 Risks
regulatory system for fire. This has made it difficy
regulatory requirements correctly. \

The activity use groups that apply for the mﬁ ion4 : bpgeralign with the
etermine If'a Change of Use has

will then be developed 0 a { ing categorlsatlon systems as they
apply to fire.
9.  Fire Desigh forPris

the Acceptable Solutions. Additionally, the
rred an increased cost for fire engineering design

The 2012 g&” s re
mtroduct
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10. Structural Stability and Storage Buildings

The 2012 changes amended the Building Code Clause C6 for Structural Stability and also

A
changed the requirements in the Acceptable Solutions for structural stability. m
These changes created uncertainty about the requirements for structural sta \ﬁ
and warehouses. The linkages between Building Code Clauses B1,

B1/VM1 and C/VM2 need to be investigated. &

The new Acceptable Solution C/AS6 also requires sprinklers for a

MBIE will review the structural stability requurements
different requirements together with the requir

11. Evacuation for Persons with Disabili

One of the long standing issues raised by §
disabilities in commercial buildings is uncl

mmercial buildings. Stakeholders indicated
rrect specnflca Lallation, inspection and maintenance of passive
ures. Thesector ha guested guidance on passive fire protection systems
are several product specific installation guides, but no
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13. Construction Monitoring and Post-Construction Compliance

The 2012 changes did not directly affect construction monitoring or post construction
compliance; however a number of issues were raised by industry stakeholders about both. \

Stakeholders indicated that building owners often lack, lose or
information regarding specific fire design parameters and other

14. Understanding all of the Legislation
Safety in Buildings

The project will investigate f 0sS
Acts and regulations that rel




