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Dear Mr Collins
Official Information Act 1982 request

| am replying to your Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) requests of 25 January and 2 February
2017, requesting Family Court statistics. | understand your initial request was clarified on 31 January
2017,

Background Information

Before answering your questions, | would like to provide some background on parenting orders and
protection orders.

People can apply for a Parenting Order if there’s a dispute about who looks after their children and
when (day-to-day care) or where parents and others see the children (contact).

If a decision needs to be made urgently, the applicant can make a “without notice” application. A
judge will look at the application promptly, and if they decide there are good reasons to do so, they
can make an Interim Order before the other person gets to have their say. If they don’t think there
are good reasons to make an order straight away, they will direct that the application is placed on
notice, which means that the other person will get a copy of the application and will be able to
respond before an order can be made.

There is more information about parenting orders on our website here: justice.govt.nz/family/care-
of-children/when-you-dont-agree/disagreements/apply-parenting-order/

Protection order applications can be made to the Family Court. Also, a judge may issue a protection
order at sentencing for domestic violence related offending. The District Court can issue a
temporary protection order following a breach of a Police Safety Order.

The judge may make the protection order if satisfied that domestic violence has occurred and the
order is needed to protect a person and any children who usually live with them from the person
who has been violent. A final protection order remains in force permanently unless the Family Court

agrees to discharge it.

In some instances a protection order may cover other people with whom the applicant has a
domestic relationship. These people are defined as other potential protected adults.



A protection order can also be made against other people who the respondent has encouraged to
abuse or threaten the applicant or to do other things that amount to domestic violence against the
applicant. These people are then called “associated respondents”.

Breaches of protection orders are taken seriously by Police and the Courts and the number of
convictions reflects this. In September 2013, the maximum penalty for breaching a protection
order was increased from two to three years’ imprisonment. About a third of all people convicted
of breaching a protection order are sentenced to imprisonment.

There is more information about protection orders on our website:
justice.govt.nz/family/domestic-violence/legal-protection-you-can-get

Request for Information
In response to your request, please see the attached 6 tables.

The data provided includes applications captured in the Court’s Case Management System which has
been in use in all District Courts since October 2003. Accordingly, the data you have requested for
protection orders prior to 2004 is not readily available. Therefore, this part of your request is
declined pursuant to section 18(f) of the Act on the grounds that this information cannot be made
available without substantial collation or research.

Furthermore, as clarified, information on parenting orders is provided after the implementation of
the Care of Children Act 2004 in mid 2005.

The Ministry does not have a gender break down of protection orders made on notice or without
notice or by how many were granted or declined. Accordingly, your request for this information is
declined under section 18(f) of the Act as this information cannot be made available without
substantial collation or research.

However, | have provided the number of protection order applications, by
e application type (table 3)
e application outcome (table 4)
e gender of applicants and/or other potential protected adults (table 5)
e gender of respondents and/or associated respondents (table 6).

The Ministry is unable to provide a breakdown of applications by the grounds under which the
applications were filed (offence type). This information may be held on the court record, however,
courts are excluded from the operation of the Act under section 2(6)(a). Therefore, this part of your
request is declined pursuant to section 18(g) of the Act on the grounds that this information is not
held by the Ministry and there are no grounds for believing it is held by another department,
Minister of the Crown, organisation or local authority.

If you require any clarification of the information contained in this response please contact Antony
Paltridge, Team Leader, Media and External Relations, at media@justice.govt.nz or call
(04) 918 8980.



If you are not satisfied with my response to your request, you have the right to make a complaint to
the Ombudsman under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act. The Ombudsman may be

contacted by writing to PO Box 10-152, Wellingtaon.

Yours sincerely

i

Jacquelyn Shannon
Group Manager, Courts and Tribunals, Regional Service Delivery

Ref: 60631
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