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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
TE TAHUHU O TE MATAURANGA

12 SEP 2017

Hayden Read
fyi-request-6230-c1b6d4ab@requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Hayden
Thank you for your email of 18 July 2017, in which you request the following information:

1. any information and details on the reasons around Onerahi Primary School’s

request for recapitation being declined,
2. any communications from other parties that may have contributed to the request

being declined,; and

3. what the concerns were that were raised by other schools, as noted in the letter
sent to the Board of Trustees on 22 August 2016 which stated that ‘some of the
schools within your local network have expressed concern about the change’.

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982.

In respect of part 1 of your request, | can advise that the recapitation request by the Onerahi
Primary School Board of Trustees was declined primarily because of the projected negative
impact on the rolls, and therefore the resourcing and educational outcomes, of other schools
in the area (this would apply particularly to both Raurimu Avenue School and Whangarei
Intermediate). We also looked at population projection analysis to determine likely
demographic movements within the region. These showed that up until 2022, the number of

Year 1 to 6 students is projected to decline.

In respect of parts 2 and 3 of your request, | can advise that we are required under section
157 of the Education Act 1989 to consult with those schools that are likely to be affected by
a school's recapitation. In all, we sought feedback from five schools. We received letters
from the Boards of Trustees of both Raurimu Avenue School and Whangarei Intermediate
(these are attached as Appendices A and B respectively).

If you have any questions about this response, feel free to contact the Director of Education
for Tai Tokerau, Hira Gage, at hira.gage@education.govt.nz or by phone on 09 436 8914.

Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review this
decision. You can do this by writing to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or
Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143.

Yours sincerely

atrina Casey
Deputy Secretary
Sectgr Enablement and Support

OIlA: 1074829
National Office, Matauranga House, 33 Bowen Street, Wellington 6011
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140. Phone: +64 4 463 8000 Fax: +64 4 463 8001 education.govt.nz
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Rauifmn Avenue Soligol méans many thifigy m‘%@fm comitwnity especially the
whanau and famiilies that tesiile within it }F@ép‘?&smts n contigction to the past that
has is focdl poirit at the sentmal I on PeKoatl; that provides shade, sheltel il
learning for our tamaariki, and foi 1,],[ Uhave lived hele and all who continue to
choose Raurimu, Onerabitahl as thﬁfbome :
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We pmvide this wiitten wmon%as g tecord of ourdisoussion to énsire that onr
objectlot tothe applmauﬁﬁgﬂecaprtgte s pecelvad and understond, Wp belisve that
it will have g negatlv % on_ g well govetied, inanaged and operated schoal that- -
alieady pvades iy Year 7 & 8 ledtning dpportunity and enyirontuent for -

Onerahirakil, O RN _
We mwtg-‘f@mahy of Educﬂﬂun Oheralii Primaty School gid any other

stalcehldafedfo join us in glowing tha noithars of students who stay i Onerahi for
Vegr P § — at Reurimu Avenue School,
n"ed

Eﬁ@imve ouerent uapamt;f to deliver guality Year 7 and 8 education to each and Ehy

é'%“Fﬁ’tdant’v,r‘.hosa farnily chooses our sehool, We have
- o extwmaly oapable 4nd gnthus:astic staff:
foiik spaue oy atlaast 2 Ve 7-and Biolassss, several other
mg ‘o bes as{ﬂy adapted for aifillyisqualpped:
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Lesomeas ﬁom hbmly ﬂnd devies! coniputers fo pool and eyele ol
spacios and beaytiful grounds;

natutal leapningenviconments within walldng distange, fm example
Whangiel Harbout, Wafimahaiga Teack;

Clontinal community rvalvemeiit supportii spous, edueation outside
the olasstdom and such like,
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Rauriritt Avetive School partioulatly offets high quallty stibiancement of each and
every studetit’s achisvement, We are known for strengths that arc both key to
acceleating students’ learning and key in te ao Mok, such as whanaungatanga . -
ineluding tualana-teing approaches, manaakitatga, whaiwahilanga. We ate also
knovyn for o strenpths enhanelng Jeamning achisvereént for students with special
edunaation fieeds. ' ;
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Raurimu Avenue School is contiually developing and élnbracing review and
improvemetit, examples being too numbekais to mention hete, Tn additlon we are,0F
the cisp of iew growih and development with the aival of our-new Principalfieks,
month, Ritlpeti Totoro, Riripetf is ready to hear the voloes and meet the ;ﬂ% he
wider community of Onerahi, o
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Worlding togettici fo prow the year 7 and-8 alréady provided in Ong
elements sich as providing positive and accurate Information tof
seamless and posltive tansttion from year 6 fo year 7. Worldhg
and deliberately would be ciuolal to establish “choosing Rzt Avenye Schaol for
.+ yoar 7 and 8" g5 & iew and posltive nom for a siguificant BRipoxtion of Ongrabi
familios, Y ‘a
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Reveiny Avenve Sohool are cutrently fundraigfagﬁi' an inter-ohallenge copact ™
ooiifiderice coutse to enhance genniiie ph sfedl Bhallenges for ourt-sefior students,
Growlng ol Year 7 and 8 would cleaig-s E?jgnmg Vi'rtumﬁﬁinle ~ peaplé choosiig
ourVear 7 and 8, lncieasing resouiigingsaml svpport, further enhancements for fheir
benefit, moxe people chonsing ouieiy: 7 and 8...
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In cantiast to this growth a d dayelo pment, we cohsider recapitation of Onerahi
Prinigty.Séhaol would Qﬁ%ﬂ&gative impacton Ratimu Avehue Schiool. ‘'We
consider such recapi{pHad would tindérnithg this plan, onr reputation, and reinforce or
worsen the t_-:;ﬂ'fen&ﬁ@@prppmﬁon of Otiealit families who chodse us; not only for

Veat 7 and 8 blgcagw?s the Pelmary Years also,

We Look fofwghd to contiruing ko woik veith you on theiss and other matiets.
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Vicki Fowlke
Board of Teustess Chalr
Rawlinu-Avenue Sehool
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jose dpproxfmc!’rsly 100 students from this ared of | ge‘_ -;a"'

v Arediction In staffing numbers. With less studerify Wi Lcould pofenhcxliy lose 8% general
classroom tedcher positichs and 1x specldlisf ’re

* e BUs 1rcmsporf lssues for the current Year 7s begaomiig qur 8sIn 2016, The current bus

serviee Is a Jolnt Inlflcitive befween WIS/Bug ariy. If Orierahi Primary School were
{o recaplfgte; the bus company would érr Gﬂk’eiihood shut dewn the bus service oh -
this route, Ifthe bus service was iemigﬁqéﬁzll remgilning students would have 16 fravel
on the town buswhich Is currently Hisde BXpensive than the extsﬂng s¢hool service.

«  Removal of surplus Classrooms. ﬁ of students would result In the séhool having |
leant eost to the Ministry of Eduaation, these

surplus classroom speices, At c
classrooms wolld need to a%@moved frarn the schoal sife

+  Ctirent enfolment schet IS would be nolohger needed. We would choose t6
femove the enrolm,e_ni_s e which would méah; as o sehool, we could advertise-
for students across ] arel, This situation could potentially hdve d disastrous flow-
on effect to oth ols who offer Year 7-and Year 8 educdition omd would put us In

direct cemp@@iﬁlih Onerahi Primary School for students.
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As @ board; WBQG‘H& support Onerahi School's application fo recadpltate,  We believe it wil
have e neg%}l_}a Enpac:i‘ on the entire Whangarel educational communlty. :
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Hayley Recd
Principal on behalf 6f Whangairel ln’rermed:cﬁe School Baard of Trusfeés




