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BRIEFING

Proposed process for consultation - community organisation

refugee sponsorship category :1\ \Y;
Date: 22 May 2017 Priority: Medium f N
Security In Confidence Tracking 3389 16-17 B
classification: number:

O
Purpose - . B

To provide you with information on the proposed consultation process regar the community
organisation refugee sponsorship category, and to seek your feedback on t __15__ﬁ>rocess
V4 -:";\. 3

Recommended action o~

\_< %
The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment recommendsrtha't you:

a Note that you attended the Heads of Churches meeting with ‘lt{e ane Minister on 10 May
2017 and agreed that the church leaders present would be*’consulted on the policy settings for
the community organisation refugee sponsorship categogy

- Noted

b Note that you agreed to provide an update to the chu'rc‘:ﬁ‘leaders present at the 10 May
meeting regarding the proposed process and tlme!h:@:for consultation on the category by 24
May 2017 & \
i Noted
Y /
¢ Note that you have taken a number of dequons on the policy settings for the category, some
of which we propose to consult on and chers which will only be communicated to community

organisations e N

/ Noted
d Agree that officials consult with oqénfsatlons on the following aspects of the policy:
(i) theroles and respons%l‘tfes of organisations in the implementation of the category
(i)  eligibility criteria for sponsonng community organisations
(i)  selection criteria jor tefugee candidates
\?9-"‘( Agree / Disagree

e Indicate whether ana'h\bw you would like the proposed requirement for sponsored refugees to
settle outside Auck!and to be included in the consultation process

O Exclude
V&5 O Communicate
’1 O Consult
f Indicatg ;whether there are any other organisations that you wish to add to the list of proposed
consul}ees (Annex One)

Yes/ No

g .ﬁg[ée that officials notify the organisations listed at Annex One, and any others you would like
- __to include, on the proposed consultation process and timeline

Agree / Disagree
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h Note that officials expect to begin the consultation process during the week of 5 June 2017,

’ U ' U

with a report back on the results of the consultation and a draft Cabinet paper to be provided to
you in early July 2017.

Vi

~\/
LN
e’ )

| o
|

Sian Roguski Hon Michael Woodhouse S5
Manager, Immigration Policy Minister of Immigration Y

Background RN\

1.

In June 2016, Cabinet agreed to pilot a community organiséﬁbrf‘refugee sponsorship
category that would be an alternative form of admission fpr"gs refugees in 2017/18 to

complement the existing refugee quota. A o™
Since then the Ministry of Business, Innovation and\__E;mbioyment has provided you with three
briefings in relation to possible settings for the pilotI290 16-17, 1721 16-17 and 2808 16-17
refer). The most recent of these indicated that officials would consult with community
organisations concerning their capacity and cap_zj};?lﬁy to provide resettlement services to

refugees.

On 10 May 2017, you attended a meeting Withjthe Heads of Churches and the Prime
Minister where the community organisatjofivefugee sponsorship category was discussed.
There was significant interest from ch rch.Jeaders to be involved in the development of the
policy settings for the pilot. You agregd.that the church leaders attending the meeting would
be consulted on the policy settings ﬁncﬁthat an update on a proposed consultation process
would be provided to them within/two weeks.

&

Proposed consultation nzafénal

4.

We are developing a cor)syqltat;on document covering two sections (more detail on each
section is provided belgW)

e SectionA -‘Bg‘zfj_;‘%é:round and base requirements for the category
¢ Section B_:‘_l‘gg_l_bﬁcy settings which we are seeking feedback on.

It will be made,_giiéé“}“ that this stage of the consultation process is focused on gaining a better
understanding of ¢apacity and capability of community organisations, and that it is not the
process to égJth sponsoring community organisations.

Section A - _Eé_zé}cﬁrou nd and base requirements for the category

6.

(A
This gg_c__'_tie*n will provide background information and also outline the base requirements
regarding the category. We do not intend to seek feedback from stakeholders on this part of
thé-..ggnsultation document but they will be able to provide comments if they wish.

/Thig'section will cover:

 Background information on the category — including New Zealand’s obligations and
responsibilities concerning refugees, that this is part of the government's response to
the refugee crisis, and that the category provides a vehicle to harness the significant
offers of public assistance to support refugee settlement.
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 Overarching principles/objectives of the category - distinguishing the role of the

category compared to the refugee quota, focusing on selecting refugees who are
more likely to become self-sufficient over a shorter timeframe and enabling
community organisations to take more responsibility in refugee settlement. ‘1

o Refugee settlement outcomes ~ an overview of the five outcome areas under thfq-w-._
New Zealand Refugee Resettlement Strategy in which successful refugee sefffeqrent
progress can be measured (self-sufficiency, participation, health and wellbelng,~

education and housing).

o Base requirements for the category — informing stakeholders of the mqﬁ('d L‘t'bry
eligibility criteria for applicants under the category (which we are not seeking
feedback on): "

o are mandated as refugees under the 1951 Refugee ng;:a”enfion
o meet security and biometric checks and immigratiq_r{l-.ri__;_k\éssessment
o are not eligible under other New Zealand refugeé:céi'égories, and
o meet health requirements. .
Section B - Policy settings which we propose seeking feedba,gk__jc:i;i"v

8.  This section will seek organisations’ views on some key gréa’é of the category where they
may have valuable contributions to make. )
9.  This section will cover:

» Roles and responsibilities — outlining roles aﬁﬁ:résponsibilities that organisations may
have in the implementation of the category, in¢luding the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Immraigration New Zealand (INZ) and
community organisations. Organisationg'will be invited to describe the role that they
envisage that they can play, includiag any involvement in nominating candidates for
the category as you have previous, rdiscussed with officials.

¥mmunity organisations — asking organisations for
their view on what the selectiohdramework or criteria should be for sponsoring
community organisations. Y(?u have agreed a number of eligibility criteria which we
could refer to generally inythe Consultation document to help draw out views from
stakeholders: S/

o itis registggéc(_és a legal entity

o} it has dgrﬁo'ﬁétrated experience of working successfully with refugees or
other Wilherable people

o it h_fc_1_§-,'-\{he\ﬁnancial capacity to meet its settlement responsibilities, and

o it&a_g*‘the capability and capacity to deliver settlement services for
_sponsored refugees and provide assistance in the achievement of
. &mployment outcomes.

) Selgc_tign'r'eguirements for refugee candidates — we consider that some of the areas

th'at“ya‘d have agreed as eligibility criteria should be communicated to organisations
fcjr_{g&dback. We propose that feedback is sought on the following areas:
“./o  English language ability

o Skills/ work experience/ qualifications, and

o Maximum age of principal applicants.

10, ¥ gu have agreed that sponsored refugees will be required to settle outside of Auckland
/(1721 16-17 refers). This is an important aspect of the policy which would be of particular
" interest to stakeholders given that it may affect the ability of community organisations that
are based solely in Auckland to provide settlement services. We would like your view on
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whether this particular aspect of the policy should be communicated to or consuited on, or
whether you would prefer that this aspect of the policy was excluded from the consultation.

Consultation process and timeline O,

Community organisations to be consulted O

11. A proposed list of individuals and organisations that will be contacted as part of thig™.
consultation process is attached in Annex One. These individuals and organisatons have
either expressed an interest in the pilot or have been identified by officials as }ikej}“‘to be
interested. Attendees of the Heads of Churches meeting on 10 May 2017 are\neluded in
this list. \N

Proposed process and timeline for consultation Ml

LV g
h 4

12. We are developing a consultation document, covering the consultatiofy ir;)\Srmation explained
above, that will be emailed to individuals and community groups. \Wé&gFopose that
stakeholders be given around two weeks to provide a response td'tfe consultation document
and have an opportunity to meet with officials shorily after the (,e§§76nse period to discuss the
consultation material and their responses if they wish. o N

13.  We expect to start the consultation in the week begining 5_{9@2017. We are working to the
following updated timeline with a view to the paper being.cepisidered by Social Policy
Committee (SOC) in late July 2017 seeking Cabinet a éem‘ent to the operational
parameters of the pilot. N

-

Milestones and indicétive timing

. '."'.

Key milestones Y Timing
Officials update organisations on consultation proc.?\as'f"?m{l'j timing Following Minister's agreement
Organisations provided with the consultation dogﬁ@éﬁf Week begining 5 June
Organisations’ responses received ﬁ'i; Week begining 19 June
Organisations have the opportunity to meet?r;{;iuﬂ‘ﬁ ;)fficials Late-June
Report back to Minister on consultatiorp;%__gdraft Cabinet paper Early July
Draft paper forwarded to Minister (foF‘af_e\'fgn Affairs for consideration
Cabinet paper considered by SOC ;nd announcement of details Late July
| regarding the pilot 3 {_,3-=—- |
Y%
9,
Annex =

Annex One: Individpé’!s:gnd groups to be consulted on the community organisation refugee
sponsorship category.
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Annex One: Individuals and groups to be consulted on the
community organisation refugee sponsorship category

Amnesty International o)
Anglican Church in New Zealand ; i&'i)
Anglican Diocese of Wellington £ ﬂ
s 9(2)(a) L ) . - N
(part of a group of individuals based in Christchurch) C
\‘-,.__. J
Asylum Seekers Support Trust \v o

Auckland Refugee Family Reunification Trust
Auckland Resettled Community Coalition (
Baptist Church ' N
Barnabas
Canterbury Refugee Council \
Caritas
Catholic Church ( _'
Chair, Church Leaders Aotearoa New Zealand

Chair, Heads of Churches Group

ChangeMakers Refugee Forum X
Human Rights Foundation N
Manawatu Refugee Forum ( ‘
Methodist Church ‘:w
Nelson Refugee Forum 3
New Zealand Refugee Council ./
NZ Council of Christian Social Serviqg‘si_\f"
NZ Interfaith Group N
Presbyterian Church \ |
Presbyterian Support Servic_e_,é’.'.:{'

o,
%

Refugee Council '!f ‘
Refugee Family Reunifica?jﬂﬁ Trust
Refugee Sector Stra{té‘éf_cg;;.lliance
Salvation Army :

Waikato Refug_ge%ﬁ‘_p;um

-~ N/
o
" )
Lo -
N e

W

.
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BRIEFING

Community organisation refugee sponsorship pilot category

Consultation and update on policy options (ﬂ
Date: 18 July 2017 Priority: Medium Oy
Security In Confidence Tracking 0039 17-18 ; LN
classification: number: AN
()
R ;-_t-‘_f
Purpose

The purpose of this paper is to:

* provide you with an update on consultation with selected intereste_‘d_ﬁroﬁps and individuals
on the policy design of the community organisation refugee sponéqr_éhip pilot category, and

* seek your agreement to policy options for the identification of réfgfgee candidates for the
pilot intake. o

£ /

Executive summary

L
*

In June 2016 Cabinet agreed in principle to pilot a communitybrganisation refugee sponsorship
category [CAB-16-MIN-0271]. A number of policy decisions.tn the design of the category have
been taken, with the exception of the process for identification of refugee candidates. As directed,
the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (the Ministry) has undertaken a consultation
process on this aspect of the policy design, along with otHer previously agreed settings, with a
selection of interested groups and individuals (3389..}6_—1 7 refers).

This paper presents two options for your consid_%__tjbﬁ:

(i)  sponsoring organisations select aﬁf&ed refugee candidates to sponsor (the Ministry’'s
preferred option), or &

(i)  sponsoring organisations nom(na;i!é‘ the specific refugee cases that they wish to
sponsor. :

The Ministry recommends the first qpﬁh," as it enables unbiased selection of candidates and has a
number of operational advantagegihiqegards to implementation of the category. The Ministry
considers that this is a strong staftifg point for the pilot intake, which could enable evaluation of
how the scheme works in practite and how it could be scaled up in the future, should the

<

Government wish to do so. /. N

Feedback from consultatipﬂ&'ifi’efuded concerns regarding the proposed language, skill and age
requirements for refugee-captiidates. These concerns were in regards to a perceived lack of

alignment with a human’it@ﬁ'an policy. This paper presents an option to reconsider these
requirements in light.of the feedback.

Recommengdgd/action

The Ministry 6§ff-B;G§iness, Innovation and Employment recommends that you:

a Note }hggybu have already agreed a number of policy settings in relation to the pilot category
(a sulmary of previously agreed settings is provided at Annex 1)

Noted
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b Note the key themes that have emerged from the consultation process:
(i) support for a role for sponsoring organisations in the identification of refugee candidates

for the category
(i)  concerns about the requirement for sponsored refugees to meet language, skilis aﬂd‘
age criteria {“"_' D
(i)  support for proposed eligibility requirements for sponsoring community organlaajle‘hs
and £

(iv)  some opposition to the proposal to exclude Auckland as a settlement quathn for
refugees in this category =

Noted

Options for identification of refugee candidates A )
¢ Agree that: :

Either (the Ministry’s preferred option) PN \

(iy Following assessment by Immigration New Zealand, communlty organisations select the

refugee(s) that they wish to sponsor from a list of apprayed refugees

( ) Agree / Disagree

Or L7 -

(i) Refugee candidates are nominated by sponsonqg ‘eommumty organisations for
assessment by Immigration New Zealand

Agree / Disagree

Options for proposed eligibility requnrements\fof refugee candidates
d Agree to: {0

Either (the Ministry's preferred option) * &
(i) Retain the previously agreed Iaﬁgu&ge skill and age requirements, that an eligible
principal applicant must meej:

o English language abi yf{hat is sufficient that the applicant can read, understand
and respond to queﬁtlons in English (2808 16-17 refers)

o A minimum of three years’ work experience (in the same occupation or within the
same or relatég-sector) or a qualification requiring 2 minimum of two years’
tertiary stug (2808 16-17 refers)

o Are age_cf"_Tﬁ-iS years (1721 16-17 refers)

N

R Agree / Disagree
Or
(i)  Remove -iang'uage, skill and age requirements from the category
N Agree / Disagree

r,

s
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e Note that, following your agreement to the options outlined in this paper, officials will prepare a
Cabinet paper for submission to EGI on 9 August 2017 with the following timelines:

Key milestones Timin i
Ministry officials provide a draft Cabinet paper to the Minister of Immigration to 27 July ‘ | E
be forwarded to the Minister of Foreign Affairs for consideration and feedback A-—; i
Ministers’ feedback provided to the Ministry 31 July . )
Ministry officials provide the Minister of Immigration with a revised draft Cabinet | 1 Augpst N

paper following Ministers’ feedback L
Lodgement of revised draft Cabinet paper 3 éuggst

Cabinet paper considered by EGI Q:e?j_'gﬁst

Cabinet consideration and announcement of details regarding the new category « 1'irAug£st

. J/ Noted

’

Sién Roguski Hon Mlqhaef Woodhouse
Manager, Immigration Policy Mlmster‘of Immigration
W, 0,29 N
Background

1.  InJune 2016, Cabinet agreed to pilot a cm%lmdnlty organisation refugee sponsorship
category (the new category) that would Iﬁe an alternative form of admission for 25 refugees in
2017/18 to complement the existing refugée quota [CAB-16-MIN-0271].

2. The Ministry has provided you with ihrée briefings in relation to possible settings for the pilot
(1290 16-17, 1721 16-17 and 28 8 16217 refer). You have taken decisions on the following
aspects of the policy design for, theé siew category (a detailed summary of previously agreed
policy settings is provided at Anhax One):

. eligibility requnrement% For refugee candidates

. eligibility requlremép{?‘for sponsoring community organisations

e  settlement Iocgtfo(mf sponsored refugees in New Zealand, and

° sponsored refggees eligibility to access government funded services.

3.  Youareyetto take ‘decisions on the process for identification of refugee candidates for the
pilot intake.

4. You dlrected Mlnlstry officials to undertake a consuitation process on the proposed policy
settings fqrethe new category with a selection of groups and individuals that either expressed
mteresUrH.he new category or who were identified by Ministry officials as likely to be

lnterested An providing input (3389 16-17 refers). The consultation process is now complete.

r

Overyiéw of the consultation process

éeTected groups and individuals were provided with a consultation document inviting
feedback on the following proposed policy settings for the new category:

o eligibility requirements for refugee candidates
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¢ identification of refugee candidates
o eligibility requirements for sponsoring community organisations, and
o settlement location of sponsored refugees in New Zealand.

The consultation document was emailed to 32 groups or individuals. Fourteen submlssufms 4
were received, and two groups made a joint submission. A list of groups and individ ‘that
made submissions is provided at Annex Two. In addition to written submissions, Mm ﬁ;y
officials met with seven groups to discuss their written submissions.

The overall tone of the consultation process was positive, and groups welcomgﬁ”!he
opportunity to provide feedback on the policy design of the category. There was 4
considerable focus on the Canadian refugee sponsorship categories, as some.groups had
travelled to Canada to learn about the system there, or had Canadian countekparts who had
been involved in refugee sponsorship. Most groups recognised that the sighificant
differences in the scale and maturity of the Canadian system meant that ;twas difficult to
replicate the Canadian system for this pilot intake in New Zealand. :

Ministry officials consider that strong feedback necessitates further canS|derat|on of some
previously agreed policy settings, specifically the inclusion of Ianbu‘age skill and age
requirements for refugee candidates. P

Assessment of policy options for the |dent|f|catibn of refugee
candidates for the pilot intake

9.

Two policy options are assessed according to their ajrg?ﬁment with the intent of the
Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorship, whieh'is:

(M to provide an alternative form of admnssuon far'refugees to complement the refugee

quota (policy intent one), and in doing so 9 respond to the scale of refugee numbers
requiring international protection and tfie.Wnited Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) encouragement.( of-member states to consider alternative forms of
admission to help expand protectl{fcr places [CAB-16-MIN- -0271), and

(i) to provide an opportunity for coﬁw{pumty organisations to actively engage in refugee

resettlement and to contribute to 5uccessfu| refugee outcomes in New Zealand (policy
intent two; 1290 16-17 refe;s)

Key messages from consultatu:m'k

10.

1.

12.

Most of the submissions wa_(q\sl]pportive of an identification process that would enable
sponsoring community organisations to nominate candidates for inclusion in the category, on
the basis that it would erhénce engagement of community organisations with the category
and may contribute tompfoved outcomes for sponsored refugees. Most submissions were
supportive of a role ;or migration New Zealand (INZ) in conducting security and settlement
assessments for nafhipated candidates. Some organisations noted that it might take years
for a sponsor to ba able to make a nomination.

Some submissiens opposed any involvement of community organisations in the identification
of refugee candldates for the category on the basis that such a process would risk
undermining'the impartiality and fairness of existing UNHCR and INZ referral and
assessmerﬂ processes.

Manyysubmlssmns made reference to the Canadian private refugee sponsorship scheme, in
whigh’ Wrivate sponsors are able to nominate candidates for resettiement. There was a
reéabnable level of agreement that nomination of candidates may not be feasible or
prac}rcable for New Zealand’s one-off pilot intake of 25 refugees; however, several groups

{indicated that they would like to see a process for nomination of candidates by sponsoring
|_Ofganisations in future iterations of the category. Key insights from the most recent

“ evaluation of the Canadian refugee sponsorship programmes are provided at Annex Three.

MBIE-MAKO-69758001 In Confidence 4



Two options for identification of refugee candidates for the pilot intake

Option One: Community organisations select the approved candidates that they wish to sponsor

» INZ provides details of the eligibility criteria for refugee candidates to the UNHCR. A
e UNHCR refers potential candidates to INZ, where UNHCR information indicates that-,

they meet the eligibility criteria of the category. Ji -
* INZ assess candidates according to the eligibility requirements of the category'and
select 25 successful candidates.

» Sponsoring community organisations access information about the 25 supée,_éé‘ful
candidates and nominate the cases they wish to sponsor. o/

Option Two: Candidates are nominated by sponsoring community organisations fokINZ
assessment —

13.

S

* INZ provides details of the eligibility criteria for refugee candidalt‘ga‘i;}_It;ji the sponsoring
community organisations. r N

e Sponsoring community organisations provide details of the specfﬁc refugee cases that
they wish to sponsor to INZ, having taken steps to determige'hether these cases meet
the eligibility criteria of the category.

» INZ assess nominated candidates according to the eli_gib“iﬂ; requirements of the
category and selects 25 successful candidates. C\"

* INZinforms sponsoring community organisations gbﬁiuf whether their nominated
candidate(s) have been successful.

These options have a number of implications in reg"a&c}* to operational processes, alignment
with the policy intent and the potential for unintended consequences. These are detailed in
the following table. Insights from other countrieg’-iéfugee sponsorship programmes have

been taken into account in considering thesg’*axjfjons, and some insights from the Canadian

scheme is provided at Annex Three. R

Option One (preferred): Community ~f_l,./ S
organisations select the approved cang{i;lal’es
that they wish to sponsor ~

‘ Option Two: Candidates are nominated by
sponsoring community organisations for INZ
assessment

Alignment with the policy intent: To proWan alter
complements the refugee quota / 7 O

native form of admission for refugees that

*  Supports this policy intent and"gfis@res that
the category represents an dltérnative form of
admission by focusing on féfygee cases that
may not otherwise be prigritised for
resettlement. Vi

¢ Provides limited scope for the policy to focus
on refugee cases that may not otherwise be
prioritised for resettlement as the preferences
of community organisations may not align
with this policy intent.

'

Alignment with the polici?gﬁr;t: To provide an opportunity for community organisations to engage in

refugee resettlement £

Supports this polity thtent and allows for a
“best fit" to berqiade between approved
refugee candidajes and sponsoring
communify-grganisations.

F.

* Supports this policy intent and may increase
community organisations’ commitment to and
engagement with the category.

e In practice, it is likely that sponsoring
organisations would be limited in some way in
their ability to nominate candidates. Inability
of sponsoring organisations to make a
nomination within time or geographical
limitations would delay the implementation of
the pilot intake, or may necessitate UNHCR
referral of candidates.

N le continued on next page

MBIE-MAKO-69758001

In Confidence 5




14.

The options for ide
timelines

15.

16.

Continued from previous page

Option One (preferred): Community
organisations select the approved candidates
that they wish to sponsor

Option Two: Candidates are nominated by
sponsoring community organisations for INZ
assessment

Potential unintended consequences

O
N

e Potential for misuse of the category or
introduction of bias in the selection of refugee
candidates is minimised as candidates will be
referred by the UNHCR.

OaY

e Based on the submissions on the poffey’it is
possible that community organisatigns would
nominate family members of refugees*from
their communities which would£ut across the
existing family reunification pfﬂ!cy. ;

o Potential for nominations tq.f_é_\_m{ar particular
groups (such as religious oh..?fﬁnic groups)
which may result in the pelicy appearing to
disadvantage refugegﬁjﬁn'the basis of such
characteristics. ()

o Potential for mis_g§é”‘6f the category through
payment for sponstsship.

Scalability

W i
[ '\"f

» This process could be scaled up to provide an
ongoing pool of approved refugees for
sponsors to choose from.

* Itwould be.diffiult to streamline this process
if the catggory was expanded or continued.
bV

Py,
y .

Operational considerations

)

e

e The UNHCR is well placed to refer
candidates that are likely to meet the eligibility
requirements of the category, increasing the
likelihood that 25 successful candidates will
be identified.

Allows for refugees to be identified in r
* = = [ the category is implemented by June 2018.

missions, increasing the efficiency of traveh, “={

alignment with refugee quota selection (

V.

o |t i,g’:xqﬁclear how the sponsoring community
ofganisations will make an assessment as to
‘whether the specific cases they nominate

. meet the eligibility requirements of the

““.£ategory, which would resuit in declined
~ applications and limited ability to ensure that

e Nominated cases would need to be queued

for offshore assessment by INZ. ' & 2 for consideration by INZ.
F 4 i,
4 * Nominated cases may be geographically
N\ dispersed, increasing the time and cost
e’ required to assess candidates.
-::{\“ ,,5-‘.

e

On balance, the Ministry recom([_)'é'nds Option One: sponsoring community organisations
select the approved candiddtes that they wish to sponsor, as this option enables unbiased
selection of candidates apd has a number of operational advantages in regards to
implementation of the cafugory The Ministry considers that this is a strong starting point for
the pilot intake, whichﬂ_fé@id enable evaluation of how the scheme works in practice and how
it could be scaled ugin‘jhe future, should the Government wish to do so.

s

qﬁﬁcﬁtion of refugee candidates have different implementation

Decisions opwt;nié_h option to proceed with will have implications for the timing of
implemen;at_i‘bn-of the pilot intake following the Cabinet decision in August. These
implicationg piay affect the likelihood that refugees under this category will arrive by the end

of the 204718 financial year.

If rgft{é%é“candidates are referred by the UNHCR, it is possible to start the referral process
immédjately after a Cabinet decision in August 2017. INZ on- and off-shore assessment
could begin in September 2017, and would likely occur in a single region. The UNHCR is

“scommunity organisations.

MBIE-MAKO-69758001

{weli-placed to provide referrals and it is likely that 25 successful applicants will be selected.
)Ihis process would occur at the same time as the process for selecting suitable sponsoring
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If refugee candidates are referred by sponsoring community organisations, it will be
necessary to select sponsors before referral of refugee candidates can begin. Development
of the expression of interest (EOI) process for potential sponsors can begin after a Cabinet
decision, and a call for EQls will be made in October 2017. Successful applicants will be..
determined and notified in November 2017, at which point INZ could receive the detanl;sabf-l /
the specific refugee cases that organisations wish to sponsor and begin on- and off-s,hbfe‘
assessment. It is not known whether community organisations’ nominees are ||kely tf}fhieet
the eligibility requirements of the category. Candidates may also be geographically' ™
dispersed, and the time and cost required to conduct offshore assessment will nﬁt be known
until nominations are received. 1

Concerns regarding language, skill and age requirements

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

You previously agreed that in addition to meeting a set of mandatory requwements principal
applicants in the pilot intake will be required to meet the following ehgimlxty criteria on the
basis that they are likely to contribute to successful settlement outc’Qmes

e English language ability that is sufficient that the applicant cap read understand and
respond to questions in English (2808 16-17 refers) o NS

» aminimum of three years’ work experience (in the same; nct:upatlon or within the same
or related sector) or a qualification requiring a mlnlmﬂm ‘of two years' tertiary study (2808
16-17 refers) ~

e are aged 18-45 years (1721 16-17 refers).

All but two of the fourteen submissions' did not agrée Wwith the above requirements on the
basis that selecting candidates according to these criteria is incompatible with a humanitarian
category. Particular concerns that were identified ifcluded the likelihood that these
requirements would exclude people of low sdexoeconomlc status and women that may
experience unequal access to education mf’their countries of origin or refuge from applying as
a principal applicant.

In addition, some submissions detalled pdncerns regardlng the suitability of the proposed
requirements to ensuring good settlem&nt outcomes, in particular that international
qualifications and work experience ay not be recognised in New Zealand and as such
would not enhance a refugee’s abylty to secure employment.

You have previously agreed tha} elfglble refugee candidates for the category must not be
eligible under other categonés Such as the Refugee Family Support Category and must be
mandated as refugees under the 1951 Refugee Convention (the Convention; 1721 16-17
refers). Input was not sofight.on these requirements, however, several submissions noted
that they would like to s‘eé the category used for family reunification. In addition, a small
number of submissions‘eXpressed strong opposition to the requirement for refugees to be
mandated under theConventlon 2

Considering the {e&back from consultation, officiais have further analysed the options to
either continue'with or remove these eligibility requirements alongside the intent of the policy
and the likely-settlement outcomes for sponsored refugees. Details are provided in the table
on the next'page.

)

158)?‘) supported the proposed
langtrage, skill and age requirements.
25 9(2)(ba)(i) were opposed to the

requirement for refugees to be UNHCR mandated.
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Option One (status quo; preferred): include Option Two: Remove language, skill and age
language, skill and age requirements requirements

Alignment with the policy intent: To provide an alternative form of admission for refugees that
complements the refugee quota

The additional requirements enhance the ability of | As candidates are still required to be ineliq'!ﬂgifér

the policy to provide an alternative pathway for resettlement under other categories, the ory
refugees that are unlikely to be prioritised for will still represent an alternative form of adplission
resettlement and yet are likely to have good to the refugee quota and refugee fal:nily Support
settiement outcomes. category. A

Alignment with the policy intent: To provide an opportunity for community organisatioré‘to;;engage in
refugee resettlement -

Community organisations are able to engage in Community organisations are able to engage in
provision of resettlement services for refugees. provision of resettlement seniiges to refugees, and
However, the potential for perception of the may be more likely to epgé'ge with the

category as not a humanitarian policy may resuit programme. W,

in lower engagement with the programme.

.y
Settlement outcomes T
Good settlement outcomes for sponsored The category vs_/il?% 3'less able to select refugees
refugees are likely, particularly in regards to that are Iikelgiiéé'a hieve successful settlement

employment and self-sufficiency. outcomes qﬁi__dkiy.

i/
[} \
y

The Ministry considers that both options regarding tha;fnc]ﬂsion of language, skill and age
requirements in the category support the intent of the palicy. On balance, we recommend
maintaining the status quo and including these requifements to increase the likelihood of
positive settlement outcomes for sponsored refugees.’

Support for proposed eligibility critgﬂgﬁ‘ér sponsoring organisations

24,

25,

Settlement location /,*

The consultation document outlined the r'b'i)p'é‘;.'ed eligibility requirements for sponsoring
community organisations, to which you, have previously agreed (1721 16-17 refers; a
summary of previously agreed setting&{{_s provided at Annex 1).

There was broad support for the pr&go_éed eligibility criteria across submissions, on the basis
that sponsoring community orgapisations will need to be appropriately resourced in order to
provide resettlement services te réfifgees. Several submissions emphasised the importance
of training and support for sppngé‘ring community organisations to ensure that they deliver
services in a culturally comp‘é&qri‘t way.

26.

27.

28.

You have previous!_)(,;;ij)rgéd that refugees that are sponsored under this category will be
required to seftle g_@tfe of Auckland (1721 16-17 refers). The consultation document
outlined this propegal.

Most submission&'were opposed to automatic exclusion of Auckland as a settlement location
for refugeestundler this category. They noted that this would restrict a large number of
Aucklandngagg'd community organisations from participation in the category and would
prevent?quws,ored refugees from making use of some unique services available in Auckland.

Despite;opposing the exclusion of Auckland as a settlement location, most submissions
conSidered that it may be appropriate to exclude Auckland as a settlement location for the
p‘ilot""infake of refugees given current accommodation and infrastructure pressures. However,

__.ﬂjey--‘hoped that Auckland would be reconsidered as a settlement location for any intakes of
, Gofmunity organisation sponsored refugees that may occur beyond this pilot.

29i ;I;m considering the response from the consultation process, the Ministry recommends that you

proceed with the previously agreed proposal to exclude Auckland as a settlement location for

MBIE-MAKO-69758001 In Confidence 8




sponsored refugees in the pilot intake of this category, noting that there is strong interest in
Auckland being included as a settiement location in any future refugee intakes under this
category.

Financial implications fol\:

30. Details of the funding required to implement the new category will be provided in thea‘gnﬂéft
Cabinet paper [CAB-16-MIN-0271]. The paper will seek agreement to additional ju
required for implementation of the category.

(

Next steps

A

31.  With your agreement to the recommendations set out in this paper, the Muixstry is working to

the following timeline: %
A

M

Key milestones A~ | Timing
Ministry officials provide a draft Cabinet paper to the Minister of Immigraﬁorﬁo 27 July

be forwarded to the Minister of Foreign Affairs for consideration and faeaéack

Ministers’ feedback provided to the Ministry ‘* 31 July
Ministry officials provide the Minister of Immigration with a rev1sed dréﬂ Cabinet | 1 August
paper following Ministers’ feedback 7 N

Lodgement of revised draft Cabinet paper ’ij ,""— 4 3 August
Cabinet paper considered by EGI NS 9 August
Cabinet consideration and announcement of details regauﬁng_the new category | 14 August
Call for expressions of interest from sponsoring communlty organisations October
Applications from potential sponsoring community o’cganfsatlons considered November
Sponsored refugees in New Zealand Ve ? By June 2018

32. The draft Cabinet paper will [CAB-16-Mfi1:~{£0\.’12;71]:
e include the criteria for the refugeé%ﬁo be approved residence under the new category
¢ include the criteria for, and rﬁSpOﬁSlblhtleS of, the sponsors
e include the evaluation cnte’!}a‘iér the new category, and

e seek agreement to the.!ﬁqamg required for implementation of the new category.

f -
N

Annexes 7.

‘\" r 4
Annex One: Summary of &e\r‘busly agreed settings for the category

Annex Two: List of orgagt&f‘ ions that made submissions on the policy design of the category

Annex Three: Ins:ghts fr&m Canadian research
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Annex One: Summary of previously agreed settings for the category

Eligibility requirements for sponsored refugees

You agreed that applicants under the category: - -"i _
o must not be eligible for admission to New Zealand under other categories (1721 16- 17‘;

refers) C ;
e must be mandated as refugees under the 1951 Refugee Convention (1721 16- 17*Peiers)
e must pass security risk assessments (1721 16-17 refers), and A
e meet the same acceptable standard of health as is required of residence cIaSs ylsa
applicants (2808 16-17 refers). iy

\

You agreed that principal applicants under the category:
o must be aged 18 to 45 years (1721 16-17 refers) \
e English language ability that is sufficient that the applicant can reamunderstand and
respond to questions in English (2808 16-17 refers), and N
e a minimum of three years’ work experience (in the same occupbﬁon or within the same or
related sector) or a qualification requiring a minimum of two. y\ea‘?s tertiary study (2808 16-
17 refers). o™

e

You also agreed that sponsored refugees (1721 16-17 refers) )
e Will be eligible to access the same government-funqed welfare, employment and housing
support, education and and heatlh services and qlmta refugees
e Are required to settle outside of Auckland.

Eligibility requirements for sponsoring commumty orgamsatlons

You agreed that community organisations partlcuéatmg in the category must meet the following
criteria (1721 16-17 and 2808 16-17 refer): /™~
» are registered as a legal entity 7N
e have experience of working succepsﬁ‘)iiy with vulnerable people or refugees
e have the financial capacity to m‘,eet séttlement responsibilities, and
¢ have the capability and capac_iﬁ@jqdeliver settlement services for sponsored refugees and
provide assistance in the acbi '\"re"ment of employment outcomes.

In addition, you agreed that sponsoréd refugees would receive support from sponsoring
organisations for up to two yeé(s‘t1721 16-17 refers).

You agreed that the detalieﬁtaﬂd final selection criteria for sponsoring community organisations be
developed following a (_J_at_ij_nét decision (2808 16-17 refers).

Evaluation of the pilbf j;itake

You agreed that adetalled evaluation framework would be fully developed following Cabinet
decisions, W|th progress reported to you and other interested Ministers (2808 16-17 refers).

You have also noted that limited information wili be available when measuring long term settlement
outcomes; o'Hhe refugee sponsorship category when decisions are made on the refugee quota in
2018, but: tﬁat an initial review would be undertaken to ensure that the pilot is working as intended
and tg | ‘hfgl"m future settings (1721 16-17 refers). Settlement outcomes of refugees in the pilot
mtake will be monitored alongside the Refugee Resettlement Strategy (1290 16-17 refers).
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Annex Two: List of organisations that made submissions on the policy

Some of the following organisations were not part of the list of organisations that Ministry officials

had compiled for consultation, but were forwarded the consultation document by associated or

parent organisations (such as the Refugee Sector Strategic Alliance). .
%

Amnesty International (also met with Ministry officials)

Anglican Church in Aotearoa New Zealand(also met with Ministry officials)

E(2xa) (part of a group of individuals based in Christchurch) ,{_'__'
Auckland Resettled Community Coalition
Catholic Archiocese of Wellington (also met with Ministry officials) .
ChangeMakers Refugee Forum (also met with Ministry officials) C
Interpreting New Zealand (part of the Refugee Sector Strategic Alliance )£
Multicultural Learning and Support Services (part of the Refugee Sector Strateglc Alliance)
New Zealand Red Cross (also met with Ministry officials) ~\"

New Zealand Refugee Council -
Refugees As Survivors

Refugee Family Reunification Trust and Community Law Welifngton and Hutt Valley (joint
submission; also met with Ministry officials)

St Addai Chaldean Catholic Church
The Salvation Army
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Annex Three: Insights from Canadian research

The Canadian private refugee sponsorship category enables sponsoring organisations and groups
to nominate specific refugee cases that they wish to sponsor. The following insights from the most

recent government evaluation of Canadian refugee resettlement programmes have been takerf ?pto
account in the consnderatuon of the two policy options for the identification of refugee candldat}qur
the pilot intake:? Oy

)

the approval rate for privately nominated refugees is around 69%,; this relatively iéw rate is
thought to be partly a result of nominating organisations’ lack of detailed knowLedge of the
cases they refer 7 .

)
processing times for privately sponsored refugees range from 36 to 54 mgmtbs with 80%
of cases taking 54 months to process (compared with 14 months for the g vernment
assisted programme) =

62% of privately sponsored refugees are sponsored by a member 6f tl‘}elr family

4% of privately sponsored refugees reported that their sponsor tbqu‘?ed that they provide
money before travelling to Canada

engagement of sponsors appears to be more effective in the, p*hvately sponsored refugee
category when compared with blended visa categories tl)at de not involve community
organisation nomination of refugee cases.

e \_I.

3 Evaluation of the Resettlement Programmes (GAR, PSR, BVOR and RAP). Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada, July 2016.
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BRIEFING

Draft Cabinet paper — Community organisation refugee

sponsorship category QQ/
. » . =
Date: 27 July 2017 Priority: Medium %Oi)
Security In Confidence Tracking 0256 17-18 -
classification: number: ‘f/\..,

Purpose N

=
To seek your feedback on a draft Cabinet paper on the policy design and ad al funding
required for the Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorship Category.\ _ ‘}'

A

Recommended action o~
. \
The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment recommend@ you:

Note that in June 2016, Cabinet agreed to pilot a Community Orégiigation Refugee Sponsorship
Category and invited the Minister of Immigration, in consultatio@" the Minister of Foreign Affairs
to report back to invited to report back to the Cabinet Econonfi owth and Infrastructure
Committee on the details of the proposed category [CAB-1 A -0271]

‘:? Noted

Agree to forward this briefing and draft Cabinet paperWe Minister of Foreign Affairs and the
Minister of Finance -

AN Agree / Disagree
Agree to provide feedback on the draft Cabing?per (Annex One) by 31 July 2017
/ Agree / Disagree

Note that Ministry officials will provide yo@h further advice, including any costing implications,

regarding the service design of the cat ory (for example, the government funding for offshore
health assessments, international tra%’ New Zealand for sponsored refugees and a tailored
reception programme for sponsor%d,g\ gees at the Mangere Refugee Resettlement Centre)

N Noted

Note feedback from the Minist@eﬁForeign Affairs and Trade, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of
Education, the Ministry of S@‘_‘Development and the Treasury on the draft Cabinet paper (Annex

One)
"‘9 Noted

Note the proposed tig{i?\??\for the paper to be considered by the Cabinet Economic Growth and
Infrastructure Corzgqit &€ on 9 August 2017,

&gf Noted
~
T I
[ S noin
(1> Sian/Rugtiski Hon Michael Woodhouse
Ma @r, Immigration Policy Minister of Immigration

-Z =
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Background

1.

In June 2016, Cabinet agreed to pilot a Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorship
Category (the new category) that would be an alternative form of admission for 25 refugees
in 2017/18 to complement the existing refugee quota [CAB-16-MIN-0271]. The Minister of
Immigration, in consultation with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, was invited to report b

the Cabinet Economic Growth and Infrastructure Committee (EGI) on the details of t
proposed new category, including:

° the criteria for the refugees to be approved residence under the new cat%w"
. the criteria for, and responsibilities of, the sponsors;

o the evaluation criteria for the new category; and v.

. seeking agreement to the funding required. e

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (the Ministry) Qrovided you with

2. t
four briefings in relation to settings for the pilot (1290 16-17, 1721 &C , 2808 16-17 and
0039 17-18 refers). You have made a number of decisions on th icy design for the pilot
intake of refugees under the new category. éré

The draft Cabinet paper -

3.  The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment Jiz afted a Cabinet paper seeking

) A

ired for the pilot intake of refugees
vided in Annex One. The proposed
usly taken on the new category.

agreement to the proposed policy design and fundin
under the new category. The draft Cabinet paper i
policy design reflects the decisions that you have previ
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9. In 2012, Cabinet agreed that the Refugee Resettlement Strategy wou ply to Refugee
Quota intakes from 1 July 2013, with proposals for extension to oth ee categories to
be referred to Cabinet [SOC(12)7 refers]. K

Further advice on service design and costing implitations

10. Ministry officials will provide you with further advice, includigaﬂy costing implications,
regarding the service design of the category by 1 August . This advice will include
further detail on the funding of a tailored programme a angere Refugee Resettlement
Centre, international travel and health screening cost sponsored refugees.

11.  Given that sponsoring community organisations wil ominating candidates for the
category, there is a risk that government funding,of the offshore health assessment,
international travel to New Zealand and a tailor%geption programme for sponsored
refugees may raise public expectations that othef refugee categories, that are not currently

s of refugees who are sponsored under the

a1so be provided the same services.

12. This risk could be mitigated through effés ive communication of the details of the pilot
category, including that information is-g6t yet known about the capacity of community
organisations to provide settlement @ ices to refugees and that the reception programme at
the Mangere Refugee Resettiemgnt Centre (MRRC) is an important handover period

between INZ and sponsoring ¢ nity organisations.

13. There is an option to requir_& soring community organisations to cover the cost of
international travel and health Screening and for the reception programme and MRRC to be

removed. Q_

Consultation with é(cies

14, The Ministry of F, Affairs and Trade, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Education,
the Ministry of Social Development and the Treasury have been consulted on the draft
Cabinet pape Minister of Finance has not yet agreed to the additional funding for the
new catego Q

15. There was€@'substantive comment on the paper from Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade,
of Education or the Ministry of Social Development.
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Next steps

A

19.

The Ministry recommends that you forward this briefing and draft Cabinet papq_ﬂ: the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Finance for consideration.

20. Ministry officials are working to the timeline, included on the following p@ith a view to

the paper being considered by EGI on 9 August 2017. O
_A

Key milestones Timing
The Minister of Immigration forwards the draft Cabinet paper xOne) | 27 July
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Financ
consideration and feedback )
Ministers' feedback provided to the Ministry QV 31 July

N,
Ministry officials will provide you with further advic @ding any costing 1 August
implications, regarding the service design of the category
Ministry officials provide the Minister of Immigre#jetl with a revised draft 2 August
Cabinet paper following Ministers’ feedback

net paper following Ministers f\._
Lodgement of revised Cabinet paper /\\f 3 August
v 4

Cabinet paper considered by EGI Q‘K 9 August
Cabinet consideration and announ@;t of details regarding the new 14 August

category : :
V4
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7\ MINISTRY OF BUSINESS,

¥ HIKINA WHAKATUTUKI

INNOVATION & EMPLOYMENT

BRIEFING .
Final Cabinet Paper - Community Organisation Refugee , N°
Sponsorship Category N
£

Date: 2 August 2017 Priority: Medium -\u;;}
Security In Confidence Tracking 0316 17-18_ 3
classification: number: S

— 1
Actlon sought i |
B - | Action sought > Deadline __
THon Minister Woodhouse | Agree to the recommendations Q‘ix 10am, 3 August 2017 |

I Minister of Immigration

(

v
.

— —

-
‘ Copy for your mformatldw -

| Hon Scott Simpson o N/A |
Associate Minister of Immigration ‘ < |
- R |
—If . Ny J
[ Contact for telephone discussion (if requ:red]_ x_f ] |
| Name Position AN ‘felephone - 1st contact
Sian Roguski man:;$:;0n Policy f“” 049013855 S92 v
Kate Manners Policy AdVIsor ./ o 04 896 5924 |N/A
Y, 2 N
|—The following departments/agen@égﬂave been consulted 1
'O Treasury | ] Mod Onzre [Omsp | O7ec [] MoE
CIMFAT O MPI K,I MOME Ooa O™k | TJMoH
- . [ \{; x] D Other ——\_N/A- _ B _ - o
«.<-x 'L o
Minister’s office to con;r_ii{gta (1 Approved [ Declined
[T Noted (] Needs change
L) [J seen [ Overtaken by Events

[ See Minister's Notes

(] Withdrawn
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BRIEFING

Draft Cabinet Paper — Community organisation refugee

sponsorship category H“'\
Date: 2 August 2017 Priority: Medium Oy
Security In Confidence Tracking 0316 17-18  ,
classification: number: N

@
Purpose X~

To seek your agreement to lodge the attached Cabinet paper (Annex One) Q@ﬁé“policy design
and funding required for the Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorshigd C_@t'egory.

s
A .
f

Recommended action

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment recommends,:iﬁfa'i\you:

a. Note that a draft Cabinet paper was provided to you on 27 JLdy"?@ﬂ regarding the policy
design and funding required for the Community Organlsatlch F;efugee Sponsorship paper
(0256 17-18 refers) &

NS Noted

b. Note that changes have been made to the Cablnet paper in line with your feedback provided at

the Officials’ meeting on 31 July 2017

=

N Noted

¢. Note that there was no substantive feedbackfon ihe Cabinet paper from the Minister of Foreign

Affairs, the Minister of Finance or the Deparfment of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

d. Agree to lodge the attached Cabinet pappr (Annex One) with the Cabinet Office by 10am

Thursday 3 August 2017, for consideration by the Cabinet Economic Growth and Infrastructure

Committee (EGI) on Wednesday,g.g'ggust 2017

/) S Noted

g Agree / Disagree

e. Note that officials will prowde yol}: wnh supporting information by Monday 7 August 2017 for
your attendance at the EG{meetlng

Noted

Sian. Roguskl Hon Michael Woodhouse

Maﬂager, Immigration Policy Minister of Immigration
o8 200 T
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Background

1.  In June 2016, Cabinet agreed to pilot a Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorship
Category (the new category) that would be an alternative form of admission for 25 refugees
in 2017/18 to complement the existing refugee quota [CAB-16-MIN-0271]. You were invi
in consultation with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, to report back to the Cabinet Econo
Growth and Infrastructure Committee (EGI) on the details of the proposed communi
organisation refugee sponsorship category, including:

0) the criteria for the refugees to be approved residence under the new catéer;
(ii) the criteria for, and responsibilities of, the sponsors;
(iii) the evaluation criteria for the new category; and Y'
(iv) the funding required. e

2.  We provided you with a draft Cabinet paper on 27 July 2017 regardi@ policy design and
funding required for the new category (0256 17-18 refers). You provi feedback on the
draft Cabinet paper at the Officials’ meeting on 31 July 2017.

3.  We recommended that you forward the draft Cabinet paper to linister of Foreign Affairs
and the Minister of Finance for their consideration.

Final Cabinet paper B

hister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Finance did not have any substantive

In Confidence 3
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8.  The final version of the Cabinet paper is attached for your consideration (Annex One). An
electronic copy of the Cabinet paper with key changes highlighted has also been provndqd to
your office. OV

K )
N
% " ‘
P

Next steps

9. If you are satisfied with the Cabinet paper, it can be lodged with the Cabinet Ofﬁce by 10am
Thursday 3 August 2017, for consideration by EGI on Wednesday 9 August 2&17‘

10. Officials will provide you with supporting information by Monday 7 August for‘gour attendance
at the EGI meeting. e

Annex

r 4 b

Annex One: Cabinet Paper — Community Organisation Refugee Sponségéb‘?p Category
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6l & MINISTRY OF BUSINESS,
| INNOVATION & EMPLOYMENT
R HIKINA WHAKATUTUKI

BRIEFING X
Information to support discussion at EGl - Community &'\
organisation refugee sponsorship category €
Date: 8 August 2017 Priority: Medium S~
Security In Confidence Tracking 0352 17-%% »
classification: number: N
\J/
| Action sought . - _ R /(::"’ o
. | Action sought /" Deadline
Hon Minister Woodhouse Note the recommendations . 110.30am, 9 August
Minister of Immigration 2017
& |
Hon Scott Simpson Copy for your informatj - INA
Associate Minister of immigration i
N |
Contact fo_r"telephone discussion (if requiret'i)"-"\,:ni _
Name Position ,“fTelephone 1st contact
Sian Roguski MERE Q% 049013855 = v
Immigration POll%
Kate Manners Policy Advisor, “— |04 896 5924 |N/A
The following departmentslagefml have been consuited N i
O Treasury | []Mod "TINZTE ‘ OmsD | [JTEC |0 MoE
CJMFAT | O MPI MfE Opa  |[OTPK | OMoH
Q/'\D_Other: | NIA
Minister's office to con%a: [ Approved [ Declined
4 [ Noted ] Needs change
Q [ Seen [ Overtaken by Events
f<<f [ See Minister's Notes [ withdrawn
Commentsw:;.?
)
&

F
&
»

3
{?géf
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BRIEFING

Information to support discussion at EGI — Community

organisation refugee sponsorship category QQ‘"
Date: 8 August 2017 Priority: Medium 3}':35:
Security In Confidence Tracking 0352 17-18 7
classification: number: . "“’\.

9,
Purpose £ ?ﬁ

To provide you with information on the Cabinet paper Community OrganisatioprRefugee
Sponsorship Category, which is being considered at the Cabinet Economic and
Infrastructure Committee (EGI) meeting on 9 August 2017.

The following officials from the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Emghyment (the Ministry) will
be present to support you on this item: ﬁ\
Policy

e Shane Kinley, Policy Director, Labour and Immig

e Kate Manners, Policy Advisor, Immigration Policy.
o Steve McGill, General Manager, Settlement, ?ﬁ&e}ﬁon and Attraction
4

. N
Recommended action NS
The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment{igpmmends that you:
a. Note the feedback that has been received e Minister of Finance and the Minister for
Social Housing on the Cabinet paper C 4
ﬂ,':%:‘*"” Noted
b. Note the talking points for the discuééo‘%f at EGI that are provided in Annex One
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Hon Michael Woodhouse
Minister of Inmigration
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Background

1. In June 2016, Cabinet agreed to pilot a community organisation refugee sponsorship
category (the new category) that would be an alternative form of admission for 25 refugegs in
2017/18 to complement the existing refugee quota [CAB-16-MIN-0271]. The Minister o
Immigration, in consultation with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, was invited to report (o}
the Cabinet Economic Growth and Infrastructure Committee (EGI) on the details of
proposed community organisation refugee sponsorship category, including:

. the criteria for the refugees to be approved residence under the new category;

. the criteria for, and responsibilities of, the sponsors;
. the evaluation criteria for the new category; and V'
o seeking agreement to the funding required. ’\;

2.  This paper, Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorship Categ Q

will be considered by EGI on Wednesday August 9.
Feedback on the paper i

3. Feedback on the Cabinet paper was sought from agencies other Ministers before the
paper was lodged.

4.  The Minister of Foreign Affairs did not have any subﬁve comments. A small amendment

been lodged and

to the paper was made as a resuit of feedback from epartment of the Prime Minister
and Cabinet (0316 17-18 refers).
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Talking points <>

8. Attachedin AnhaDOne are key talking points that cover the decision being sought and areas
of potential jriterest that may be discussed at the meeting.

Annex &
-
Annex 022?31 talking points for EGI
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