Ref: 0050702

Te Kaporelhana Awhina Hunga Whara

11 October 2017

Mr John Malcoim
fyi-request-6564-12d9dd44@requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Mr Malcolm

Official Information Act Request

Thank you for your request of 17 September 2017, asking for the following information under
the Official Information Act 1982:

Please provide a breakdown of the most recent injury costs for the type of
motorcycle activity being undertaken when the accident occurred.

At minimum this should separate road users from off-road user accidents.

Ideally this information should include injury cost sustained in any comparative
year by motorcyclists in the following activities:

Off road leisure

Off road competition

Farm or agriculture-related (Are trike and quad bike accidents included?)

On road legally registered
On road unregistered

Finally, what proportion of all on-road injury costs for motorcyclists involved
another vehicle?

The motorcycle levy
Noting your interest in the motorcycle levy, we would like to provide you with the following

information:

The ACC levy collected from annual licensing fees is used to fund the Motor Vehicle
Account, which is used to pay for injuries involving motor vehicles on public roads. This is
one of a series of accounts managed by ACC to pay for injuries under different
circumstances, which also includes: the Work Account, Earners’ Account, and Non-Earners’

Account.

Therefore, the motorcycle levy does not contribute to the cost of off-road motorcycle related
injuries (for example, on farms or racing circuits).

The account that pays for injuries caused by off-road motor vehicle accidents will depend on
the circumstances. For example, the Work Account will pay for off-road accidents that
happen while someone is working on a farm. This account is funded by levies paid by



employers and self-employed. Work-related levies are set in accordance with the risk
associated with particular industries.

In line with the funding of motor vehicle accidents, the crash data ACC uses in setting motor
vehicle levies only includes accidents involving motor vehicles on public roads. Motor vehicle
accidents which occur off-road are therefore not included in the analysis.

ACC is not currently looking at applying a levy on vehicles that are not registered.

Limitations on the data ACC can provide

The data ACC collects about accidents is largely reliant on the information provided on the
ACC45 Injury Claim Form, which is completed when medical treatment is sought for an
injury. There are a variety of fields for clients to complete when filing out the ACC45 form,
some mandatory, some not.

For example, it is mandatory for a client to indicate when their accident occurred, whether the
accident occurred at work, and their occupation. There is also a free text field on the ACC45
form, where clients are able to provide a brief description of how their accident happened. It
is not mandatory to complete this free text field and not every client does so.

The reason ACC does not require that information from clients is that the ACC scheme
operates on a no fault basis. Cover is available by virtue of a person simply having suffered a
personal injury and is not determined by how that injury occurred. Therefore, while that
information does have an inherent value in informing our understanding of how and why
accidents occur, it is unnecessary for the purpose of processing claims under the Accident
Compensation Act 2001.

Itis also important to note that even where clients do provide a description of how their injury
occurred, there is a large degree of variability in the nature and quality of the descriptions
provided. Such inconsistency can make it difficult to search for a particular item or issue with
any degree of accuracy.

Due to the limitations above, while largely representative of the claims received by ACC, the
data provided is indicative only and should not be considered a completely definitive
measure of the claims ACC received in the relevant period.

Motorcycle accident data
The attached tables provide a breakdown of motorcycle accident data by on-road, off-road
and track biking/motocross off-road. The off-road and track biking/motocross off-road data
has been further broken down by the scene of the accident.

On-road accidents have been identified from claims recorded under the Motor Vehicle
Account where the description is “driving/ passenger - motorcycle”. ACC has no record of
whether a vehicle involved in an accident is registered or unregistered.

Off-road and track biking/motocross off-road accidents have been identified by the sport field
“motorcycle” or “trail biking/ motocross” and exclude claims recorded under the Motor Vehicle
Account.

Please also note the following information when reviewing the data.

* New claims are those that were lodged with ACC in a specific time period. A claim
may be lodged with ACC immediately after the accident occurred or at a later date.



* Active claims are those that generated a payment in a specific time period, including
new claims. These claims were not necessarily lodged in the same time period and/or
the accident may not have occurred in the same time period. A claim may be active
over many time periods and, therefore, may appear in the data more than once.

* The total claim cost includes all treatments and entitlements incurred for claims,
excluding the cost of emergency treatment at public hospitals. Emergency treatment
is provided by bulk funding of Public Health Acute Services and costs are not
allocated to individual claims.

» The data is shown by calendar year.
» The data excludes claims managed by accredited empioyers.

As a matter of practice, ACC has a policy not to disclose data below a certain value.
Accordingly, some entries in the attached tables only indicate that the relevant number is
less than four (denoted by “<4”) and in some cases, numbers are withheld (denoted by “..”)
where small numbers may be deduced by subtracting from the total.

This practice exists to limit the potential for particular individuals or matters specific to certain
individuals to be identified, and is necessary to protect the privacy of these individuals under
section 9(2)(a) of the Act. In doing so, we have considered the public interest in making the
information available and have determined that it does not outweigh the need to protect the
privacy of these persons.

On-road accident details
ACC does not collect information on the contributing factors or other details of road
accidents, such as whether an accident involved another vehicle.

The Ministry of Transport publishes statistics on road accidents, which may be of interest to
you. You can find this information through the following link:
http://www.transport.govt.nz/research/roadcrashstatistics.

Comments or queries
If you have any questions or concerns about the information provided, ACC will be happy
to work with you to resolve these. Please address any concerns by emailing

GovernmentServices@acc.co.nz or in writing to Government Services, PO Box 242,
Wellington 6140.

If you're unhappy with ACC’s response, you may make a complaint to the Office of the
Ombudsman. You can call them on 0800 802 602 between 9am and Spm on weekdays,
or write to The Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143.

Yours sincerely
OIA Services, Government Engagement and Support
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