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Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Invitation to join the Open Government Partnership &

Summary

Simon Draper
Director United Nations, Human Rights, and Commonwealth Di\%

(OGP), a new
mote transparency in

in December é([b)

g lgvel meeting of OGP as

New Zealand has been invited to join the Ope
multilateral initiative, co-chaired by the US and
government.
2011 the New Zealand Embassy in Brazil att

an observer. The interagency Open G e Qati d Data Re-use Working
Group is now evaluating whether the gove rk on improving openness in
government can incorporate obligati 8 N tticipating in OGP. A decision
will need to be made on whether to GP Il as a priority for New Zealand,
with potential impact on prioritis o}

Report

The Open Government Par
in the wings of the 66™

members (Brazil, Indo ico,
United States) wh
states committed
the launch dug<ta

hed on 20 September 2011 in New York,
embly. OGP was founded with eight initial
, Philippines, South Africa, United Kingdom, and
ing Committee. At the launch, an additional 38
ew Zealand, like Australia, was unable to attend
e meeting at a late stage.

3s€d international participation in the Partnership, and considers it a

! [{4

ance the current administration’s “goals of strengthening democracy and
s, fighting corruption, and harnessing technology and innovation to transform

go@ the 21* century.



4 The goals and principles of OGP are in line with the commitment of the New Zealan
Government to transparency and openness, as reiterated by the government’s Declaratio
on Open and Transparent Government of 11 August 2011, and set out iphe New Zealan

were benefits for New Zealand from joining OGP, but als nt re¥ources

implications, with impacts on the prioritization of Ministry effort.
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Steering Committee indicati q
2. Prepare a national action plan o
public consultation

3. Participate in peer con vwith other OGP members

4. Publicly endorse th ples (a copy of which is attached)

5. Publish a self-ass Q ‘ 25k twelve months after joining OGP, and
7 The Open

p
Cab'@r agreed in August 2011 (CAB Min{11) 29/12)
established the D& formati ~wée Chief Executives Steering Group as leading a
work programme of gdidance a o facilitate the implementation of the Declaration
on Open and (w% t. This includes some collaboration with external
stakeholdefs their icipation in designing the New Zealand Data and
Informagigh X ples. The Steering Group is made up of the Chief Executives
of Land dnd, Ministry of Science and Innovation, Statistics New

Zealards afand, Department of Internal Affairs, and Ministry for the
rowgRAY.

E
is p mcurrent New Zealand government initiatives on transparency and
pen~government cpuld include the initial steps required for OGP membership, and that
next stages of the wider New Zealand Open Government programme

ed
,@d as New Zealand’s future commitments to OGP. Work to compile and

prepa required action plan would be led by the Data and Information Re-use Chief

Ex ives ering Group, with the support of the officials level Open Government
n ion and Data Re-use Working Group.



The ongoing resource implications of New Zealand joining OGP are currently bein
considered by officials on the Open Government Information and Data Re-use Workj

Group. As outlined in para 12 of Brasilia’s report of the December meeging, there is a Mfgh
level of expectations around members making strong new com sAor in in
openness in government; this would require a whole of govern tment.\ MEA

meetings are expected to be held. There may
at future OGP meeting, including the next megting

UNHC, providing update on their
Zealand’s consideration of mem

Yom OGP may become increasingly
r existing reputation for transparency

12 bril presents a good opportunity for New Zealand
to confirm it i 9 It is equally possible to seek to attend the meeting

as an-o {
Y/

ks of domestic and international criticism should New Zealand’s
Membership appears likely to place considerable demands on
AT, and as such a final decision on membership will need to be

h a
r-aggncy consultation. I recommend that UNHC:

ot
ith i

° % OGP as an overall low priority issue for UNHC, given existing priorities.
gag€ with the Open Government Information and Data Re-use Working Group

Data and Information Re-use Chief Executives Steering Group regarding the
viability of New Zealand participating in OGP.

SGE=E



- | | | 6(2)

® |
e Prepare a ministerial submission on the question of 0OG ship opétg th
scope, costs, and risks of membership are understood.

e Seek post’s participation in the April OGP meeting a f pon

has been made on membership by this time. :;

Finnian Cheshire
United Nations, Human Rights, and Commonwealth Bj
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OGP Membership

OGP Founding Members

Brazil Philippines
Indonesia South Africa
Mexico United Kingdom
Norway United State

Countries that have committed to join OGP
Albania

Armenia

Azerbaijan

Bulgaria

Canada

Chile

Denmark

Dominican Republic - -

El Satvador

Estonia

Georgia

Ghana

Greece Spain
Guatemala Jweden
Honduras Tanzania
Israel Turkey
Italy Ukraine
Jordan % Uruguay

Colombia

Costa Rica

Croatia

Czech Republic % ;:




