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Weekly update - Minister for Climate Change
For the week starting 6 November 2017

Agenda for your Weekly Climate Portfolio Update

5 Agenda ltem - Paper / verbal update Mins

1. | Zero Carbon Act & Climate Commission Roger Lincoln Verbal update 40

Purpose: to seek your feedback on the scope
of the Cabinet paper for November Q
PN

2. | Budget Penny Nelson Ve@ys}ate 10

Purpose: to discuss resources required to
deliver the 100 day priorities and wider
climate change work programme (

3. Bonn preparation Roger Lir@ﬁ Verbal update 5 |

Purpose: to provide an update on key |

meetings and events at COP23 \?‘
N/

C
4. | Fonterra Partnership <r»\Jﬁnine Smith | Briefing note 5

Purpose: to update you on progress andcé{
steps

r 4

X
Actions from previous mggﬁg

1. Timeframe for Zero Carb’@t — we will provide you with a timeline setting out the key
decisions and approva @quired to deliver the Zero Carbon Act

2. Cabinet paper o Carbon Act ~ we will provide you with a draft Cabinet paper on 9
November set{ﬂ the process for establishing a Zero Carbon Act, options for a Climate
Commlssw Chief Executives Board

3. Separa kly meeting on Zero Carbon Act — we will work with your office to schedule a
ee gress meeting on the Zero Carbon Act

w
L”{(/ discussion topics — we will provide you with a forward schedule of topics for
%e ible ‘deep dive’ discussions ahead of Christmas

Upcoming meetings

1. 10 - 19 November 2017, Conference of the Parties, Bonn, Germany.

2. 21 November 2017, Air New Zealand Annual Parliamentary Reception, Parliament
Buildings.
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1. Key policy issues and decisions for the week

1.1. Auckland’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory to be published 7 November

Auckland’'s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory tracks the region’s progress against its
emission reduction targets as set out in the Auckland Plan (2012). The plan provides
targets to reduce regional emissions based on 1990 levels by 10 to 20% by 2020, 40%

by 2040 and 50% by 2050. \/\
The 2015 Auckland GHG Inventory will be released on 7 Novem /E’;ag,found O

Auckland’s gross emissions have increased by 3.8% and |ts\p missions Ul

increased by 1.5 per cent between 2014 and 2015. The indrivefs of ircee
emissions are the transport and industrial processes and IPPU)

To meet its emissions targets Auckland will need to re/dtmﬁe its n emlssl/\ns\by 28 7%
by 2020, 49.1% by 2040 and 57.6% by 2050.

Although Auckland’'s emissions have increase @ 2§7Auc G—S\% Inventory

provides evidence that it has reduced its e intensit opulatlon and
economic growth. @ K

1.2. Interim resolution of issue with n asolme regl{%\s
We included an item in the Brleﬂnw Incomlﬂ” X}s\nghmate Change
signalling the need to urger}ly—a en l%tlons This was due to a policy
error relating to the export\ al gasoll rror allows natural gasoline
exporters to claim New nltsf ey had not incurred as part of the
commercial arrangem the g s ssor
We subsequently one Of<,i mpanies involved during the week of 30

October and e \Jel’oped a that means the regulation does not need to be

amended ur @nd can esn:égted as a part of the annual regulation updates in
May 2 e re contacti he)exporter to confirm they will not seek compensation
for nat s/?)llne exports as eurrently allowed under the regulations.

J{:&/}ewew v\xy

(Owlnvﬁove %A & Sarah Thomson, a Hamilton student, initiated Judicial Review
$\p7roceedlggs (in~the High Court challenging two decisions by the former
Minjs wlmate Change Issues: the previous Government's 2050 target for

| gg\emlssmns set under domestic legislation; and New Zealand’s 2030 target and

ionally Determined Contribution (NDC) set under the Paris Agreement. The Court
:séue its judgment on 2 November, dismissing the application for Judicial Review. On
”l‘h,e 2050 domestic target, the Court accepted that the previous Minister was required to

@ consider whether this target needed review following new scientific evidence on climate
change in the IPCC’'s 5th report, but held that since the new Government had
announced it would be reviewing the 2050 target there was no need for the Court to
make an order. On the NDC and Paris Agreement target, the Court held the Minister did
not make any error in which the Court could intervene.
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1.4. 2017 UNEP emissions gap report

The Paris Agreement adopted in 2015 set the specific goal of holding global warming to
well below 2 degrees Celsius compared to pre-industrial levels, and of pursuing efforts
to limit warming to 1.5°C. This report, which is the eighth Emissions Gap Report
produced by the United Nations Environment Programme, focuses on the “gap”
between the emissions reductions necessary to achieve these agreed targets at lowest
cost and the likely emissions reductions from full implementation of the Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) communicated under the Paris Agreement. It also
explores potential for enhanced mitigation efforts in a number of key s S, presentin%

cost-effective options for enhanced action to close the emissions g
reater acti
Q>that prac@«
oa Dial ake

The main conclusions from the report are that there is an urge
if the goals of the Paris Agreement are to remain achieva
cost-effective options are available to do so), and that the
place at COP24 in December 2018) and the 2020 co
under the UNFCCC are the last opportunity to close t

The UNEP emissions gap report is well-regard
prominently in discussions under the UNFEC
provides a robust analytical basis to supp @ :
the ambition of their NDCs by 2020.

Issue or event Lead agency Further information

N
@

23rd Conference of Parties
(COP23) to the UNFCCC, Bonn,

Germany @

b(

iji will preside over this COP, which is the major
\a>nnual negotiation on climate change. It includes a
high-level segment in the second week (13-17
November). At this meeting you are likely to have
opportunities to meet with leaders from some high
integrity carbon markets to discuss the possibility of
access to their markets.

/

(afforestation fund) and Fonterra (transitioning to a

NZ ETS oper. c//approve Chmate ™ MfE A Gazette notice of a call for electricity related data
publlca%\of &tte notice an from New Zealand Aluminium Smelters under
fo N ricity r section 161D(1)(e) of the Climate Change Response
New Zea b Act (2002) needs to be published by the end of
/< \\/V?Smelters November.

<CI|rh?te change(pgrtn Y Climate MfE We will provide advice on approving and announcing
% Change proposed partnerships with Air New Zealand

&

low emissions future).

@%
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2. Financial, legal, regulatory and legislative update

Issue or event

October Baseline Update

Portfolio

Climate
Change

Lead agency

MfE

Further information

Vote Environment baselines have to be updated in
October to include Cabinet decisions, confirmation
of in-principle expense transfer, technical changes
and forecasting changes. The Treasury sets
timeframes for this and the update is due to the
Minister of Finance by 14 vember. We wil
provide you with a dra sign an

background briefing. x ( 2

B
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&
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[withheld under section 9(2)(d)]
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