Weekly update - Minister for Climate Change

Finalised on 14 December for the week commencing 18 December

Upcoming meetings

19 December: 8 am Zero Carbon Act stakeholder breakfast at MfE

21 December: 3 pm State Services Commissioner Peter Hughes on the
Climate Change Committee and CE’s Board

1. Material for you to be aware of this week

1.4:

1.2. Meeting with Generation Zero about Zero Carbon Bill

Ministry for the Environment officials met with Generation Zero on Tuesday 12 December
2017. The purpose of the meeting was to seek Generation Zero’s views on a Zero Carbon
Bill, emissions reduction targets, and communications and engagement. We intend to
continue to engage with Generation Zero through the policy development process. A
further workshop between officials and Generation Zero is planned for January 2018.



1.3. SAI0Y)

1.4. Two sighed NZ Gazette notices published

Two NZ Gazette notices that you recently signed have been published:

e The first, published 30 November, notified a change in the composition of Forestry
Emission Unit Trust Board

e The second, published 13 December, was a call for electricity related data from the
New Zealand Aluminium Smelter.

1.5. Twelve jurisdictions launch the ‘Carbon Pricing in the Americas’ Declaration

At the ‘One Planet Summit’ in Paris, on 12 December twelve, national and sub-national
governments from the Americas launched a ‘Carbon Pricing, in the Americas’ Declaration.
The declaration commits these governments to:

implement carbon pricing as a central climate ‘policy;

apply a cost of carbon to guide public investments;

create a platform working to align and promote their carbon markets;
collaborate to strengthen emissions auditing;

explore developing common standards in international carbon markets; and
strengthen regional and international collaboration.

The signatory governments are (sub-nationals in italics):

Canada Colombia Chile Costa Rica
Mexico Alberta British Colombia California
Nova Scotia Ontario Quebec Washington

This declaration is positive for efforts to build environmental integrity in international carbon
markets developed under the Paris Agreement. While these jurisdictions are at different
stages of developing carbon pricing instruments, the group includes ones with existing high-
integrity markets (i.e. the Western Climate Initiative cap-and-trade market of California,
Ontario and .Quebec); and governments who have publicly committed to ensuring
environmental integrity in international market mechanisms such as Canada, Colombia,
Chile-and Mexico.

New.Zealand has recently launched trade-negotiations with the Pacific Alliance trade-bloc;
Chile, Colombia, and Mexico are three of the four members of this bloc. As you are aware,
Minister Parker is developing a New Progressive and Inclusive Trade Agenda (NPITA) to
guide New Zealand’'s engagement in future negotiations of free trade agreements (FTAs). A
key principle for the NPITA will be for FTAs to address global issues, and in particular
climate change. This is of particular interest in the context of these Pacific Alliance
countries, given our mutual interests in free-trade and the environmental integrity of carbon
markets.

s9(2)()
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1.6. One Planet Summit

At the One Planet Summit in Paris on 12 December, New Zealand joined the French-led:
Carbon Neutrality Coalition (jointly announced by Marshall Islands and Sweden).. The
Declaration, published at the Summit, commits Coalition members to developing long-term
low-greenhouse gases emission climate-resilient development strategies well-ahead of the
2020 date envisaged by the Paris Agreement. The Declaration’s goal is eonsistent with the
Government’s wish to be a world leader on climate change, including by becoming a net
zero emissions economy by 2050. Other members of the Coalition are:.Brazil, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Luxembeurg;-Marshall Is, Mexico,
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and Sweden. New Zealand will.champion the Coalition at
future Ministerial events.

Overall, the Summit saw good high-level turnout (with more'than 50 Heads of State and
high-profile attendees including Gov Jerry . Brown, Mike Bloomberg, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, and John Kerry SEEY and
huge media interest. New Zealand was represefited by Ambassador to France, Jane
Coombs. President Macron’s touch was tapgible;with youth participation and an interactive
format. SHEN President Macron’s leadership
engendered strong momentum, with a'raft.of new commitments launched. In addition to the
Carbon Neutrality Coalition mentioned-above, the New Zealand Superannuation Fund also
joined an initiative of Sovereign Wealth Funds to accelerate efforts to integrate financial
risks and opportunities related to climate change in long-term asset pools. The EU
announced a raft of investments = in sustainable cities, sustainable energy and connectivity,
and sustainable agriculture “— collectively expected to generate up to €9 billion in
investments by 2020.

2. Upcoming briefings Monday 18 December — Friday 26 January

Dates Issue or event Lead Further information
20 December COP23 New Zealand MFAT
: Precision Agriculture Event:

Report and Proposed Next
Steps

22 December s9(2)(f)(iv) MfE s9(2)(f)(iv)

22 December CC Portfolio — plan for early | MfE Decisions and next steps in progressing the Zero Carbon
2018 Act and Climate Change Commission {Feb Cabinet paper

etc)
22 December sS9(2)(f)(iv) MfE
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4. Engagement

4.1. Key issues in the media and social media
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