Justice Centre | 19 Aitken Street
MINISTRY OF DX SX10088 | Wellington

i k }g JUSTICE T: 04 918 8800 | F: 04 918 8820

Tahii o te Ture E: contactus@justice.govt.nz | W: www.justice.govt.nz

13 APR 2019

Zane Collins
fyi-request-7453'-19b33fa2 @requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Mr Collins
Official Information Act 1982 request

Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (OIA) request of 14 March 2018 requesting Family
Court statistics from 2010 to 2018.

Your request is set out below:

I would like to request the statistics of NZ family court cases wait times and caseloads also
taking into account any cases currently waiting to be scheduled, factoring them into the delay
estimates. | want them grouped per region, per year, from 2010 to 2018. Example: from the
date of the first application is received by the court until a date allocated for the final hearing.

The information you have requested with respect to case waiting times is part of the Court record. |
am therefore refusing your request for this information under section 18(g)(i) of the OIA as the
information is not held the Ministry of Justice (the Ministry) and | have no grounds for believing that
the information is held by another department or Minister of the Crown, organisation or local
authority. An application can be made to the relevant Court for access to information on the court
record. Any application to the Court should comply with the relevant court rules. You can find a list
of Courts and their contact information at: justice.govt.nz/contact-us/find-us/

The Ministry of Justice does not report regularly on the caseload for the Family Court. Data is
provided for substantive applications rather than cases as each case may have more than one
substantive application under consideration by the Family Court, where those applications are being
managed separately.

Your request for the caseload has therefore been interpreted as the number of active Family Court
applications, by case type, per Service Delivery Area, per year, as at 31 December 2010 to 2017, and
is included in Table 1 below.

If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to complain to the Ombudsman under
section 28(3) of the OIA. You can contact the Office of the Ombudsman by writing to PO Box 10152,
Wellington 6143; calling 0800 802 602; or emailing info@ombudsman.parliament.nz



| trust that this information assists.

Yours sincerely

Jacquelyn Shannon
Group Manager, Courts and Tribunals, Regional Service Delivery

Ref: 67189
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