MINISTRY OF SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

TE MANATU WHAKAHIATO ORA

9 AUG 2018

Mr Alastair Robertson
fyi-request-8041-24cbbead@requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Mr Robertson

On 15 June 2018, you emailed the Ministry requesting, under the Official Information
Act 1982, information in relation to Accommodation Supplement applications.

For the sake of clarity I will answer each of your questions in turn:

e The guidelines that the Ministry for Social Development uses in establishing
the validity of rents paid by applicants. Also, do the guidelines require any
checks to see if the rent is paid to any related party?

An Accommodation Supplement is paid to a client to help with the payment of their
accommodation costs.

Accommodation costs do not always need to be verified. However, it is the Ministry’s
policy that rent and board costs should be verified where costs claimed are unusually
high or where there are doubts about the authenticity of a claim. This may include
when a client is paying accommodation costs to another family member. Additionally,
all costs claimed by home owners need to be verified.

The following information is used to evaluate whether costs claimed are unusually

high:
Cost type Maximum Threshold Amount
Board All Areas $400.00 a week for all Accommodation Supplement areas
Area 1 $500.00 plus $50.00 a week for each dependent child
Rent Area 2 $500.00 plus $50.00 a week for each dependent child
Area 3 $400.00 plus $50.00 a week for each dependent child
Area 4 $350.00 plus $50.00 a week for each dependent child

Please find attached the Ministry’s intranet page which outlines the process and
practice guidelines for determining if a client’s rent or board costs are above the
threshold for their area and household size.
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e Also, I would like to know the number of Accommodation Supplement
applications accepted for persons receiving Superannuation and who a) have
a Parent Resident Visa and b) have a Parent Retirement Resident Visa, and c)
the number of Accommodation Supplement applications rejected for each of
those two resident visa categories

To qualify for New Zealand Superannuation, a client must:

¢ have been resident and present in New Zealand for not less than 10 years

since the age of 20. This must include 5 years or more since the age of 50.
and

s be a New Zealand citizen or permanent resident (that is, not be in New
Zealand unlawfully, here on a temporary entry visa or a temporary permit);
or,

e be deemed to hold a residence class visa in New Zealand under the
Immigration Act 2009 (eg Australian citizens or residents); and,

e be ordinarily resident in New Zealand on the date of application.

Some clients have been granted permanent residence on the condition that they will
be supported by a New Zealand sponsor.

Before a decision can be made about the client's application for a benefit, any
reasons why their sponsor can no longer support the client must first be determined
and verified. This is done for the purpose of assessing whether the client is in
hardship.

To be able to receive an Accommodation Supplement a client must:

meet a cash asset test

meet an income test

have accommodation costs

be a New Zealand citizen or permanent resident (i.e. not in New Zealand

unlawfully, here on a temporary entry visa or a temporary permit) or

e be deemed to hold a residence class visa in New Zealand under the
Immigration Act 2009 (e.g. Australian citizens or residents) and

+ generally be ordinarily resident in New Zealand.

The residency status of a client is recorded in a reportable manner as this is required
to determine eligibility to financial assistance, however details of the specific visa
type such as Parent Resident Visa or a Parent Retirement Resident Visa, if recorded,
is only noted in individual client files. In order to provide you with this information
Ministry staff would have to manually review thousands of files. As such, I refuse
your request under section 18(f) of the Official Information Act and hope that you
find the information that I have been able to provide helpful. The greater public
interest is in the effective and efficient administration of the public service.

I have considered whether the Ministry would be able to respond to your request
given extra time, or the ability to charge for the information requested. I have
concluded that, in either case, the Ministry’s ability to undertake its work would still
be prejudiced.
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The principles and purposes of the Official Information Act 1982 under which you
made your request are:

e to create greater openness and transparency about the plans, work and
activities of the Government,

e to increase the ability of the public to participate in the making and
administration of our laws and policies and

¢ to lead to greater accountability in the conduct of public affairs.

This Ministry fully supports those principles and purposes. The Ministry therefore
intends to make the information contained in this letter and any attached documents
available to the wider public shortly. The Ministry will do this by publishing this letter
on the Ministry of Social Development’s website. Your personal details will be deleted
and the Ministry will not publish any information that would identify you as the
person who requested the information.

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact

OIA Reguests@msd.govt.nz.

If you are not satisfied with this response, regarding the Accommodation Supplement
you have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman.
Information about how to make a complaint is available at
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602.

Yours sincerely

Cassandra Wise
Team Manager Issues Resolution
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Home » Business groups » » Service Delivery » Centralised Services » Centralised Processing Unit » Online Change of
Address/Accommodation costs

Online Change of Address/Accommodation costs
This page provides the process and practice guidelines for Online Change of Address and/or Accommodation
costs submitted through myMSD, managed by Centralised Services Mangere & Rotorua.

On this Page:

Exceptions

Exception Action required

If suspended due to “address unknown”, it is appropriate to resume if a new
address is declared. .

If not appropriate to resume;

+ Add/change address, costs (any home owner/h;p eosvs stlll nead to he >
forwarded), contact details and district code”

« Add a MVN that, “Address has been\{{pdated butt beneﬁt cou\d ne! be resumed
due to <insert suspensuon/expl év\jo\nx Benefit aﬁd@pple entary

reassessment is required upon tion.”
{ Q

Expired/Suspended benefit

Cancelled Benefit
+ Update the addressfccntact\de}alls

Do not actg : ali $PS W!hangarat torevuew subsidy accordingly;

Client is in receiving
Residential Care/Support MSD_RCS
Subsidy {(RCS or RSS)

msd.Govt. e

& '%cabl@é change includes one or more of the following;

« Morigage ¢

;t age repayment costs
x gage protection insurance costs
se insurance costs

Repalrs and maintenance costs
Ground lease costs

Body corporate fees

Council rates

+ Water rates

M

Add/change address, contact details and district code as applicable and;

« Forward the CEN to the office’s Ready for Processing queue as MyMSD will
have prompted the client to provide verification.

Client's rent or board costs If costs are over the threshold;

are above the threshold for . L
their area and household + Add/change address, contact details and district code

size » Send a letter to the client requesting verification

» Add to CEN — why AS has not been updated and that the client has been
advised to provide verification of their costs in order to update their record
accordingly.

» Complete the CEN and task

Cost

Maximum Threshold Amount:
Type:
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Board: $400.00 a week for all AS areas
Area 1 - $500.00 plus $50.00 a week for each dependent
child

Area 2 - $500.00 plus $50.00 a week for each dependent
child

Area 3 - $400.00 plus $50.00 a week for each dependent
child

Area 4 - $350.00 plus $50.00 a week for each dependent
child

Rent:

Do not make any changes:

Email: International Services@msd.govt.nz

NZS or Veterans client [mailto:International Services@msd.qovt.nz| _ _
moving overseas Stating that the client has declared a move overseas and wherq {ﬁé information

can be found (i.e. previous CEN).

(Copy & paste email into CEN and co \ylete)

Check the 0B (portability mqwry sgreer‘n) in SV&{PT'ﬁw ascertain if the client is
in receipt of a portable pen

Portable pension cuﬁge\nrer\Jsﬁended e
International Se d. Silto: ternatlonal Services@msd.govt.nz]

International Services district

codes to review a gwgly ;I_;y.\\v.\\_‘_.
{Copy @s ail into GE@ and complete)
No Eopt ensu:m ca elled — update record BAU (address, contact

istrict cdd sts)

? .Atid/chan aﬁdress contact details, district code and accommodation costs in
Accommodation Supﬁlemsm the SADTA ‘sopeen but do not reassess.

manual overnda
: Farwar to the office’s Ready for Processing queue to reassess AS entitlement.

Same accorﬁhiédafnbn cqs’té
recorded against Spééla!
Benefit :

} Manually process the change in accommodation costs and forward to the
office’s Ready for Processing queue to reassess SPB.

( O . Suspend AS from FAD and issue the LSUM.

= « Add/change address, contact details and district code

Client changes from « FWD to the Service Centre’s Ready for Processing queue
mortgage to rent or board (or

vice versa), OR mortgage to A letter will need to be sent to the client to advise that their AS has
mortgage been suspended.

You will not need to send a letter to the client requesting verification as the
system (myMSD) will advise the client.
Do not action.
YP/YPP clients Forward to Youth Services who will complete all actions;
+ Assign in CMS to the "YSSU Ready for Processing” queue

Client is receiving Disability If any of the following costs are included in the SDAWA screen:
Allowance

Gardening, lawns and outside window cleaning
Transport — counselling
 Transport — disability

3
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« Transport — personal health

And there has been a change of address we will:

send a letter requesting verification of any changes to their costs
note CMS with actions taken
forward to the sites Work on Hold queue

“Doctor in other District”

When the district is changed, SWIFTT will display the above message. We
need to check if it is feasible for the client to live in that district and travel to a
doctor in another district. If feasible, no further action is required.

If you deem the distance as not feasible, this should be forwarded to the offices
Ready for Processing queue for follow up.

This can be searched in Google maps and compared with the districts under
“Regional Maps"” in Global. If you are unsure about the’feaSIblhty of tr t}%

please discuss with a SME or T and Q. \% <

Please complete the relevant action as pe w\(ab WhBQ w Q rates are
received as part of a COA task. {\

date cllem AU and delete the
Change of address, waleg rrent\éte%rafgs before reassessment,

rates listed in SWIK? V compl

Scenario R@o :ﬁended

S:;ngel n;ogzt ¢ client record BAU, complete
ch efan t W eassessment with current water rates listed,
/3 i complete CEN.
s > ;?
<0 Update client record BAU, complete the
>(\\ \ a ddress, change in re?'ssets;mint witr)\ cu;r?:nt watzrtra:ﬁ,s (Sdg not
N\ action the change) and Forward to the
Water rates < Qv twater rates Work on hold queue to action once verification
O \//) is received.
Update client record BAU, check for
<,\/> N verification of new costs in the scanned
. documents.
% No water rates listed, new
water rates declared « If verification is present, add the water rates
into SADTA and continue any supplementary

(same or different address) oassessment.

» If verification is not present, do not add the
water rates, complete the CEN.

*When a change in water rates is declared the system will ask the client to
provide verification.

If the client states they are a HNZ client;

« All Social Housing changes will be updated by Centralised Unit Housing — do
not update any information for this reason.

- Assign the CEN to the Centralised Unit Housing Ready for Processing work
queue.

Social housing client

Allowable childcare costs can be included in Temporary Additional Support
where the childcare provider is not a recognised childcare organisation.
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Client is receiving TAS and SWIFTT will not automatically include childcare costs as allowable costs for
has declared childcare costs ~ Temporary Additional Support. The client must provide verification of their
childcare costs.

Check STAWA and see if childcare costs have been added
If so:

a. Add new costs if declared and are different to existing costs or
b. If costs are the same, complete STASC review {BAU)

If not; Refer to Service Centre RFP queue for a discussion to be held with the
client regarding these costs.

Note: When forwarding a Client Event Note to the Service Centre or other unit, clear and accurate notes must be
left to explain what action has been taken (if any), and what action is required by the office/unit.

Certain Situations

Change of address and/or costs - more than 30 days in the past éxﬁ )
anges\to c

If current declaration dates back more than 3 months and/or there ar vp %um\stances
during this time, do not action. Send a letter to the client reque jon of costaand uiate of change.
Forward this CEN to the SC RFP queue with notes advising a dl is re u

If current declaration is within three months, and there ar e chan @ mstances;

Complete change of address e\&

Update district code

Update contact details and/or
Accommodation costs BAU
Complete the CEN

Future change of address/co
Where the future change {{ ip the curre% g week

Process the actio

Where the m\c@e is fre /\ngge following working week;

Copy & Paste\the CO d a|l STP into a new CEN (Subject: Future COA/Costs) - this is so there is a
record of the cllent act for these changes

In the body of théh e "Task added to STP to be processed on <insert date>"

Add the actio WPVaddlng the delay date as the 'day before the change' (this is so it returns to the queue for
processmkC appropriate time)

Note: if it is aCOA for a cancelled benefit, update contact details immediately. There is no need to delay the
action.
Effective date is prior to benefit commencement date

Add/change address and reassess supplementary assistance from the date benefit commenced (remember to
apply the 14 day rule [http://hiya/Content/Documents/Images/Pathways 14 Day Rule Flowchartaifl where applicable)

Another user is in the record

If you receive a message that another user is in the SWIFTT record, make contact with that user by phone and
ask if they have finished with the record before continuing. If contact cannot be made, put the record on hold
and check back at 10 minute intervals.

Duplicate records

This is when the client has declared the same information more than once in the same day and the action
appears to have been completed by another user. You first need to check that,
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There are no other multi-assigned tasks in STP and
No recent tasks in the client event notes before you result your current task as ‘duplicate’.

You should always check that the information in your declaration matches the changes that have already been
made. Ensure all steps have been completed correctly;

Address/contact details changed (incl. partner and children's records)

District code change and AS costs updated

Reassessment of supplementary assistance done and

Any necessary referrals are done e.g. manual rate in place - forward to the office's Ready for Processing

queue.
Multiple Declarations

This is when the client has made multiple declarations for an address and/or accommodation cost change,
within the time frames stated below. This may be due to the client being in emergency housing and/or moving
around friends and family due to this. This may also be due to a client trying to receive increased payments.

If within 14 days and

The client has moved two or more times. R - |

OR N

This is the client's second or more increase in costs, or switch bitﬁan@nl and board-(or. board fo rent).

Call }he client to conﬁrm new cp_sts 'and accommodation ty;(aé@;\?ﬁact S&@lon changes and send an
email and letter requesting verification. Forward CEN to the offic FPQa discussion is required

with the client regarding their changing living situatioQ'- -

If more than 14 days and ] X &&b
The client has increased rent costs at the- J\rhé afridress m\o@tﬁé\b once within 6 months.
Do not process. Call client or send : dlette c\gntébt) to explain that verification is needed, and
entitlement will be assessed once f nder’ :e aWw rent cannot be increased within this time frame

- https://www tenancy.dgovt. nz/rent-band-fand-bﬁgfjgpf/ asunq -rent/ [https:/mww.tfenancy.qovt.nz/rent-bond-and-
bills/rent/increasing-rent/] . \

Forward to SC RFP gueue Create a MVN nat to a’ctnon any changes until verification is received.

The client Has. eHanged address andfor costs frequently (four or more changes within 1-2 months).

Update address; S “d\istnqt do not update costs.
Request verifica B&\éﬁ sts and/or address (via phone or email/letter).
Forward to SC* ? gueue. Create a MVN not to action any changes until verification is received.

Remembeér to cn plete ALL relevant tasks open in CMS (this will prevent rework)

Issued amount for the client or partner assessed to be less than $0.00 (zero)
This message will appear when;
The client's (and partner, if any) outgoing payments i.e. debt offsets, are more than the benefit amount payable

and/or

The client is no longer entitled to supplementary assistance due to a change in costs e.g. AS costs now below
the threshold

Complete a DREW assessment to check entitlement.

If nil entitlement, SUSPEND appropriate assistance from the effective date (date address/costs changed)
if still eligible;
Reduce the debt offset amount to equal the payment amount due

Add a MVN advusmg, "Debt offset has been reduced to <insert amount> due to a change in accommodation
costs resulting in the 'issued amount being Iess than zero'. Please increase the offset to the original amount of
<insert amount> when entitlement increases.”

Complete action BAU
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Example: If the client has a debt offset of $30.00 per week, but the benefit amount due is $15.00, you will
reduce the debt offset to $15.00.

Payees are greater than the payment due OR you cannot reduce their debt offset (to fix the error
message);

Suspend benefit from FAD

Complete DREW assessment to work out any benefit or supplementary entitiement

Pay entitlement to benefit or supplementary assistance via backdated review (BDR)

Edit the letter to advise client to make other payment arrangements as the payee has not been paid

If you find that the client's benefit has been suspended for some time due to payees being greater that their
benefit entitlement, send a letter to advise the client that their benefit will remain suspended for this reason and
that this can be resolved by the client paying for their payee direct from their bank account, rather than the
benefit payment i.e. rent payment of $400.00.

A potential change of benefit entitlement AN :
If a client has indicated that they are now living with a partner, but don't haveéz\péger m/ CMS/$W1FTT
Suspend the benefit from FAD and forward the action to the office’s RFPQ for fq}o up D™

This process will also apply where the client has indicated that th a fonger live with- artlner but have a

partner showing in CMS/SWIFTT.

Note: Clients often do not list their children as “living w1th@ n us @wde details of other
people in the home i.e. siblings and flatmates. In th ha ge o r accommodation costs only,
continue to process the action as the children are sfil mg:lu a unlesat re_ |s>a CEN to state otherwise.

A potential change of benefit entltlement N orVP cli’K
This is where a client has declared mey gre smg and or have declared a partner and this differs
to the information we hold.

Update record with the change B@adﬂress con%% etails, district code (for the client declaring the change
only), then forward to the appmpriate queﬂe to fe ie assistance as follows;

\ W
N\

NZ Super -~ N _ Veterans Pension
Businesse@l\p Semors ~ \'> . Business Group: Seniors

Event type: Change G\Glrcqrps;ances Event type: Change of Circumstances
Sub-type: NZ Su@ Livmg Situation  Sub-type: Veterans Pension Living Details

Client recei\;ing Living at Home Rate or is moving in with parents

If a Jobseeker Support client aged 18-19 has indicated that they have moved back home with their parents, or
are moving out, we will review the benefit rate in the SDT1A screen in SWIFTT;

Change the 'Living at home? (Y/N)' field to [Y or N] press ENTER

Reassess benefit via SPBR screen

Effective date [this will be the date the client moved or FAD - remember to use the 14day rule
[htte://hiya/Content/Documents/images/Pathways 14 Day Rule Flowchart. qifl ]

'‘Reason for reassessment [347] press ENTER

Accommodation Supplement suspended due to "Address unknown"

Where this occurs, check client event notes for the reason why, e.g. "client has advised they have no fixed
abode". If the client declares a new address, resume the AS from the date the client changed their
address/costs or from the date advised in the CEN.

In the SSUPI screen in SWIFTT, select the Accommodation Supplement and [RES] to Resume
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Enter date received [today's date]
Effective date [date client changed address/costs] and ENTER

Change accommodation costs in the SADTA screen and reassess AS accordingly.

Client indicates they "would like to check if they can get extra payments for their accommodation
costs"

in the 'Products and Services' tab in CMS, select ‘Financial Assistance’ and 'New Request for Financial
Assistance’.

In 'Reason for financial assistance’ write “Extra help - ASup request” - click SAVE.
Click on the green action toggle and select 'Create Letter'.
The correct letter template will pre-fill. Click Next > Save > and ‘Launch ECS Letter'.

Use the ‘from and to' dates from the request added in CMS for the date boxes in the letter. View the draft and
select 'Overnight print'.

Different residential and postal address - Agent?

If a client has indicated a different residential address and postal address and gcurre/ t Agentbn f !e
(check MVN and PYECC screen), we need to make contact with the chentt@ rm whetl er\the
address is for the Agent or not. This is required as Agents who have authont recelve cI \ﬁbmalrwﬂl have
an indicator on the system activated to reflect this.

If the client wants their mail sent to the Agent, in the ‘Client Cont 'ej%gm CM home page) select the
green action toggle and 'edit' the agents details - select ’Reeéf\e%ﬁ\ s ma:P( Se t 'New' if you are adding
an agent and complete the necessary fields)

If all mail is to go to the client, remove the tick from the agent to 'Rece/{\(\e\chent s mail' box and update the
postal address in CMS and the PYECC screen then forward CEN to the)offbe s RFPQ to advise that the agent
MVN needs updating. N\~

Temporary Accommodation Assust nce (TAK)

If a client resides in Canterbu
Assistance [https:/quakeac
maintaining their prope
and the postal should beu

I‘Q/vararygccommodatlon and receiving Temporary Additional
. for-temporary-accommodation-assistance] , and are still
(.evh eowner i residential address in CMS should display their own property

@A to show theirtemporary address.
AMWN must?lﬁoi}e S addsd i thli up% teis made.

You will needo ail C "FAS Client Query@msd.govt.nz [mailto:CETA_Client Query@msd.qovt.nz] to
inform them of.this ch ng v

Different posta @ {

If the client r s\ts for their postal address to be updated to an address that is not their temporary address
(ie. POB ) Wil need to change the client's postal address to what is being requested and add the
client's te pg@r)y address to a MVN (select ‘client interaction’ as the note subject and extend the expiry date to
31/12/2019' - this is the date the TAA is available to [hitp://doogle ssi.govt.nz/map/income-support/extra-
help/temporary-accom ion-assistance/expiry-01.htmll ).

Assets from sale of a home

From 19 April 2017, the proceeds from the sale of a home are considered a cash asset for the purpose of
Accommodation Supplement for both beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries.

Sale of a home already disregarded

Clients, whose sale of a home has already been disregarded as a cash asset for the first 12 months (prior to 19
April changes), will not be affected by the policy change and can continue to have the proceeds of the sale
disregarded for the first 12 months.

However, if the client has a change of circumstances that affects the rate of Accommodation Supplement
before the end of the 12 month period, then the proceeds from the sale of the home must be used to reassess
AS entitlement.

Where this happens we will suspend the AS from FAD and forward the action to the office’s RFPQ to review
further.
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Refugee client receiving EB and TAS

Clients with a refugee status and in receipt of TAS may need a manual rate of payment added in the STASC
screen. To decide whether this needs to happen, click here [http://doogle.ssi.govt. nz/business-groups/helping-
dlients/service-delivery/centralised-services/centralised-processing-unit-cou-/news/2017/income-refugee-tas. html] for the
calculation and further instructions.

Client has declared nil accommodation costs
Suspend the AS from the date that the client has declared accommodation costs have stopped from.
Use SSUPI to suspend AS if;

The client is receiving a main benefit or
Receiving other non-beneficiary assistance e.g. DA or TAS

Use SBSR to suspend AS if;

The client is receiving AS only through non-beneficiary assistance

International Address NMAN W (

To update the client's record with an international address, follow the steps o&tl@ea in the d(ihu@m below;

Registered Benefit AN — R
Where the benefit is in a registered state, update contact detalls c}nly X

Forward any AS cost information to the office’s RFPQ t_a_ fg[l_gw up

Study link clients

Do not action for clients who are showmg;u db: the 'Studyllnk‘ dlstnct in SWlFTT

Forward to Studylink using the STP z:n:net.:g{I udylmk BCP“

Copy & paste all COA deta ; nﬁo t_he- notes se;;i_rqn of STP including the reason for referral.

Staff Assistan%@\\‘g?,ﬁ X _'

Staff memberswimavg\a/spemal t:autton ’note on their CMS record which will appear when you enter the
record. - _<) ) \>

D
Staff members receivi (\f ne (Worklng for Families) assistance - forward to the Staff Assistance Unit (via
email: Staff Assis orkandincome.govt.nz [mailto:Staff Assistance Unit@workandincome.govt.nz] ) to
process. Cop /&’f‘p ste alMCOA details into the email.

AN
Copy &p e@ent" email into the CEN note and result STP accordingly.

For Staff memb rs who are receiving a main benefit - process BAU.

Internatlonal Ad it KB) [hitp://doo uments/busi -groups/helping-clients/service-
ices/ t li i /onli ices/internation d

Content owner: Work and income Centralised Processing Unit (CPU} Last updated: 19 June 2018
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