WRITTEN REASONS FOR DECISION SECTION 12

TITLE OF PUBLICATION: Hostel

OFLC REL:502373

HEADNOTE
Type of Publication: Film 35mm
Title of Publication: Hostel

Othet known title: Not Stated

OFLC Publication
Reference No: 502373
Decision: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is

restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years.
Display Conditions:  Nil

Descriptive Note: Contains violence, offensive language, drug use and sex scenes.

The film Hosfe! is restricted to an adult audience because of its strong scenes of hotror/violence,
numerous sexual scenes and gratuitous nudity, and blatant drug use.

The film is a violent horror drama with some touches of black humour and several gruesome
scenes. It contains frequent instances of strong offensive language, including "motherfucker".
The story 1s about two young American men on a backpacker trip to Europe, looking for
excitement, drugs and sex. While exploring Amsterdam with a third man (an Icelander met in
Paris), they are told about a hostel in Slovakia whete there are beautiful girls who will sleep with
any foreigner. The trio head for Slovakia and find women and sex, but the women (and many of
the other locals) are agents for an organisation called "Elite Hunting" that kidnaps young
travellers and sells them to wealthy clients to torture and kill. Amid mounting tension, two of the
men disappear and the audience watches the torture of one young American. The action
accelerates when the third man almost meets the same fate. The last part of the film is devoted
to his escape.

Matters of sex, hotror, crime, cruelty and violence have been considered under s3(1) of the

FVPC Act.
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Sexual material is extensive. The tone reflects the callow natute of the two young American men
"on the loose” in Europe. Sexual scenes include the obligatory visit to an Amsterdam brothel and
hot and sweaty sexual encounters between the young Ametricans and women they meet at the
Slovakian hostel. In each instance sex is clearly indicated by position and movement. Thete is
breast nudity but upper bodies are the focus and no genitals are visible. The material includes
several other, fairly gratuitous images of breast nudity and a number of coarse sexual references
on the level of the phrase "Bang some new pussy". The film uses many of the conventions of the
horror genre, such as the use of portentous music to create a mounting sense of unease.
Hortendous events take place in dark, dungeonlike rooms. Individual horror images such as
bloody froth on a shower wall, pliers closing on a finger and trays of torture instruments add to
the "creepy” atmosphere. The horror effects set the scene fot violence that includes strong
scenes of cruelty and torture ending in death and the suicide of 2 woman who is rescued but
cannot live with her disfigured face. This material has been considered under ss3(2)(f) and

33)@O.

The crime at the heart of the story is a clever comment on a soclety where money teally can buy
anything and does not require further discussion. However, there are a number of depictions of
the use of drugs. In Amsterdam, the young tourists ostentatiously smoke cannabis, both in
cigarette form and with a bong, and talk about getting "stoned". Latet, pills are swallowed duting
a scene in a nightclub and an unnamed drug is used by the kidnappers to render victims helpless.
Drug use has been further considered under s3(3)(d). The drug use depicted is unlikely to
promote or encourage the use of illegal substances. The context is clearly Amsterdam, well-
known for its liberal attitudes and laws. Mature viewers will be aware that the use of cannabis,
for instance, is illegal in New Zealand.

The film contains depictions of cruelty and torture. One scene in particular is a lengthy record of
extreme sadism. The length of the scene — five minutes or more — and the camera's close and
lingering focus on the victim's terror raise the question of whether the publication promotes or
supports, or tends to promote or suppott, acts of torture ot the infliction of extreme violence or
extreme cruelty. The perpetrator plays with a victim chained to a chair, using tools such as a drill
and scalpel from a collection laid out in the manner of surgeon's implements. Viewers see the
drill entering flesh but the remainder of the torture is indicated by its effects on the victim. The
man's face is in shot for most of the scene. He screams, chokes and pleads with his tormentor
while blood, sweat and bile run from his mouth and chin. His tormentor tells him he can go, but
when he tties to move he finds (and the viewer sees) that the bones at the back of his ankles
have been cut. He crawls, screaming, towards the door but is hauled back by the hair. There may
well be those who enjoy such depictions of pain and fear. However, the material falls within the
conventions of the horror genre, even if it does push the limits of what is acceptable. The film's
treatment of torture, although gruesome, cannot faitly be judged as promoting or supporting, or
tending to promote or support acts of torture or the infliction of extreme violence or extreme
cruelty.

The film has a number of scenes which depict torture (including the scene already discussed) and
the infliction of serious physical harm. The drugging, kidnapping and torture of Elite Hunting's
victims qualify as acts of significant cruelty. The manner of presentation is often bloody but
seldom shows the viewer gruesome sights: the camera cuts away from most acts of violence and
torture. Exceptions include occasional horror staples such as sawn-off fingers. A great deal is left
to viewers' imaginations, helped by a focus on evocative objects such as surgical instruments.
Although it involves several shootings, the escape of one of the Ameticans is punctuated by
black comedy, particularly in his efforts to hang on to his salvaged fingers, his conversations
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about the "work" with staff members who think he is one of them, and his encounter with the
severed heads of his former companions. Although the escape offers viewers fast-action relief
from the totture chambet, the hottot and violence continue with the rescue of a woman who has
a grisly eyeball hanging from its socket. The young man cuts it off but the woman suicides in
front of a train when she sees her destroyed face. The hanging eyeball is intended to make
squeamish viewers cringe, but the suicide is handled with restraint: the act is shown only as blood
spattering onlookers.

‘The publication requites restriction to an adult audience. It contains strong violence, torture and
cruelty, sexual content that includes gratuitous displays of breast nudity, and ostentatious drug
use. There is a likelihood of injury to the public good if the publication is made available to
children or young petsons. Overall, Hoste/ pushes the limits of acceptable horror/violence but
nevertheless pays homage to the conventions of the genre. The main characters are callow but
authentic and the faitly gratuitous inclusion of sexual scenes, nudity and drug use 1s in keeping
with their rather juvenile preoccupations. These elements requite some matutity in viewers.
However, the high extent and degree of the violence and cruelty, particulatly the scenes of
gruesome torture, are likely to disturb young audiences. Material such as this, ptesented as
entertainment, may also play a part in desensitisation to media representations of violence, with
the associated risk of desensitisation in real life situations. Adult audiences are more likely to be
critical viewers who ate able place the material within its genre. '

Wiitten reasons are not legally required for section 12 submissions, but it is the policy of the
Classification Office to provide them.

Copyright Office of Film and Literature Classification. This document may not be reproduced in whole
ot in part by any means in any form without written permission except for brief quotations embodied in
articles, reports or reviews.
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