WRITTEN REASONS FOR DECISION SECTION 12

TITLE OF PUBLICATION: House Of Wax

OFLC REF:500951

HEADNOTE
Type of Publication:  Film 35mm
Title of Publication: House Of Wax

Other known title: Not Stated

OFLC Publication
Reference No: 500951
Decision; Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is

restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years.
Display Conditions:  Nil.

Descriptive Note: Contains hotror scenes. Contains violence.

The publication House Of W is classified as objectionable except if the availability of the
publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 yeats. This restriction is
mainly due to the publication's treatment of matters of horror, violence and cruelty.

The publication is a contemporary horror/splatter film. Six university students in two vehicles
take a country back road on the way to a college football game. They include Catly Jones, her
boyfriend Wade, her twin brother Nick, and friends Paige and Blake. After an encounter with a
country bumpkin whose job it is to collect road-killed animals, equipment goes mussing and one
car 1s immobilised. The bumpkin leads Wade and Carly to a strange small town where they meet
garage owner Bo Sinclair. Bo and his twin brother Vincent had grown up in the town. They had
been Siamese twins until their father, a disgraced doctor, had surgically separated them, causing
disfigurement to Vincent. As a child Vincent had been physically abused by his parents especially
his deranged mother Trudy, who ran an exhibition called the House of Wax. The twins were
unstable and eventually killed all the membets of the small town and made wax statues from
their bodies. The university friends are systematically killed until Nick and Catly eventually
overcome Bo and Vincent. The film is over-the-top and formulaic but contains some genuinely
scary moments, mainly through the state-of-art special effects.
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Under s3(1) of the FVPC Act the publication deals with matters of hotror, violence, cruelty and
sex. The film deals with sex in a very limited manner. There are occasional sexual references, one
of which leads to a pre-coital scene. Blake tells Dalton and Nick that he wants to "fuck" Paige
and sends them in his car to pick up Wade and Carly. Paige does a striptease in her underwear
for Blake. They are disturbed by Vincent who eventually kills them both. ‘The sexual content in
the film is muldly titillating and just a part of the tense horror and violence context discussed
below.

Specifically considered under s3(3)(a)(i) of the FVPC Act are the extent and degree to which, and
the manner in which, the publication describes, depicts, ot otherwise deals with acts of torture,
the infliction of serious physical harm and acts of significant cruelty. Nothing in this film falls
under s3(2) of the FVPC Act.

The film contains a number of depictions of acts of hortific cruelty and violence that escalate in
degree as the film progresses. The hortor context is conveyed by stock-in-trade techniques and
some clever special effects. Chatacters are pursued and attacked suddenly, and the audience is
aware of the horrible consequences of theit capture. Special effects are used to show people who
have been turned into wax figures while still alive. In one early scene the process is shown in
detail as Wade is prepared and sprayed in wax while injured, but alive. Later his face is grabbed
by Carla who notices his moving eyes and the wax comes off with his skin revealing facial otgans
and teeth. All of the violent acts are preceded by eerie music and accompanied by loud sound
effects.

Much of the violence 1s gory with elements of cruelty. It is presented in an ovet-the-top manner
that 1s conventional for its genre. People are suddenly stabbed, impaled, and decapitated with
stakes or knives. Prosthesis and props representing bodies, carcasses and encased embryos add
to the gruesome ambience. While typical of this genre some presentations seem excessive. In the
opening scene Vincent as a child is strapped to a highchair and strugeles to the extent that his
wrists are cut and bleeding. In another scene Bo captures Carly and straps her to a chair. When
he hears Nick arriving he superglues her lips togethet. She attempts to signal Nick by wiggling a
finger though a vent but Bo cuts it off with side-cutters. Blood oozes from the wound. In the
penultimate scene Carly smashes Bo about the head numerous times and until he is a bloody
pulp. Most of the violence is conveyed through slick editing and loud special effects. In fact the
most notable impact of the latter scene is the incredible special effects that show Nick and Catly
attempting to escape from the melting wax building.

The publication is a predictable and formulaic horror film with some eye-catching special effects.
The regular depictions of thoughtless violence and cruelty ate likely to distress children, and
inure them, and impressionable young persons to this type and degree of violence. While in the
context of a standard horror film made for the older teen market some presentations seem
particularly gruesome and gratuitous. Older teenagers and adults are mote likely to be familiar
with the genre conventions and be less affected by these contrived presentations. Therefore the
availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to the public good unless it is restricted to
persons over the age of 16 years.

Written reasons are not legally required for section 12 submissions, but it is the policy of the
Classification Office to provide them.

39646 19 4 37634.doc.




Copytight Office of Film and Literature Classification. This document may not be reproduced in whole
or in part by any means in any form without written permission except for brief quotations embodied in
articles, repotts or reviews.
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