WRITTEN REASONS FOR DECISION SECTION 12

TITLE OF PUBLICATION: Miami Vice

OFLC REF:601686

HEADNOTE
Type of Publication:  35mm Film
Title of Publication:  Miami Vice
Other known title: Not Stated

OFLC Publication 601686
Reference No:

Decision: Obijectionable except if the availability of the publication is
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years.

Display Conditions:  Nil

Descriptive Note: Contains violence.

The publication entitled Miami Vice is classified as objectionable except if the availability of the
publication 1s restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. "This restriction has
been given due to the way in which the publication presents depictions of cruelty and violence
for entertainment purposes.

The publication 1s a 35mm film that is 133 min and 36 sec in length. The feature is an American
production entitled AMiami 17ice, which uses the same two characters - Sonny Crockett and
Ricardo Tubbs - from the 1980's TV show of the same name in an updated big-budget
Hollywood action movie about two police detectives working undercover in Florida. The
detectives are assigned to get information on Jesuis Montoya, a local drug-lord whose men are
suspected of committing a number of recent murders. The two detectives pose as powerboat
racets and are hired by Haiti-based Montoya to smuggle large shipments of drugs for the right
price. Their operation becomes even riskier when Crockett begins an affair with Montoya's wife
and Tubbs' girlfriend is taken hostage by Montoya's men.

The feature film is accompanied by various musical styles that help to intensify some of the
action and emotion depicted on-screen.
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In terms of $3(1) of the FVPC Act, the publication deals with matters of cruelty and violence.
This 1s discussed furthet under s3(3) of the FVPC Act.

There is nothing in the publication that needs to be addressed under s3(2) of the FVPC Act.

The film depicts tany instances of the infliction of serious physical harm and acts of significant
cruelty (s3(3)(z)(i)). These instances are spread throughout the film. The strongest of these
includes a scene where Trudi, Tubbs' gitlfriend is attacked and held hostage in a trailer by some
of Montoya's men. She is tied to a chair and is blindfolded. One of the men places a large cable
around her head which is attached to a bomb. The men then ring Tubbs and he becomes aware
of the situation. She is punched in the head and they threaten to "fuck her up" if he doesn't
comply with his demands. Later, Crockett and Tubbs and other members from their team storm
in on the men, killing them with knives and guns and Trudi is then freed. The lengthiest display
of violence and ctuelty occuts near the end of the film, where a large gun battle takes place
between police and Montoya's men. Men and women shoot at one another between and under
cars in a vacant lot, with vatying degrees of damage inflicted. People are shot in the chest and
fall to the ground, while others are shot in the legs and feet and are then killed by bullets to the
head. José, Mantova's head negotiator, is shot at close range in the head and chest by Crockett,
with his body being "splattered" against a concrete wall. Another man is shot twice in the head,
with the focus being on the two large bullet holes in his slkull.

Other random instances of violence occur briefly throughout the film, with these above
mentioned being the strongest of the violence presented. Most of the violence depicted is not
shown gratuitously or dwelt upon.

'The publication contains occasional use of language such as "fuck” and "motherfucker" but this
is very infrequent (s3A). While such language may be offensive to some people, most audiences
will not find it "highly offensive".

The publication is a lengthy and far-fetched Hollywood action film that is more than likely to
appeal to older audiences, particularly those who remember the original TV series. Lacking in
any humour, the sctipt and the character's motives are kept very much in the background, which
has the possibility of losing some audiences interest.

The untestricted availability of this publication would be injutious to the public good given the
manner in which the publication deals with matters of cruelty and violence. Weighting has been
given to the depictions of the infliction of serious physical harm, which might be disturbing or
traumatising to children and young teenagers. Older teenagers and adults are more able to put
this kind of material in the context of a flimsy, fast-paced American action film. The likelihood
of injury to the public good is avoided by testricting this publication to those audiences that have
attained the age of 16 years.

Weitten reasons are not legally required for section 12 submissions, but it is the policy of the
Classification Office to provide them.
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Copyright Office of Film and Literature Classification. This document may not be teproduced in whole
or in part by any means in any form without wtitten permission except for brief quotations embodied in
atticles, reports or reviews.
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