SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR DECISION
Under the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act)

HEADNOTE

Title of publication:  Precious: Based On The Novel Push By Sapphire

Other known title(s): Push: Based On The Novel By Sapphire

OFLC ref: 0901838.000
Medium: DVD
Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is testricted

to persons who have attained the age of 16 yeats.

Descriptive note: Violence, sexual violence, offensive language and content that may
disturb.
Display conditions: None

Precions: Based On The Novel Push By Sapphire is classified as objectionable except if the availability
of the publication is restricted to petsons who have attained the age of 16 years. This restriction
is because of the way the feature deals with violence and cruelty including sexual abuse.

The publication is a DV containing a feature which will be released as a film. The feature,
based on a cult novel, is set in 1987 and focuses on Precious, a pregnant African-American 16-
year-old. Precious is physically and psychologically abused by her mother, and flashbacks
indicate that her now absent father sexually abused her, resulting in two pregnancies. After
Precious starts going to an alternative school she finds the strength to change her life and move
away from her mother. Soul and pop music plays at times, especially during shots of Precious’s
fantasies.

Under s3(1) of the FVPC Act the feature deals with sex, ctime, ctuelty and violence. In
Precious’s wortld sex is dangerous. It is connected with abuse and violence, as discussed below.
Precious’s mother talks about sex a lot, using blunt terms. She accuses Precious of “fucking
around” with her man and tells her that she and her boyftiend never “did it up in the ass”.

The feature deals with ctime including sexual, physical and psychological abuse, theft and fraud.
The abuse and fraud is presented as being inherently wrong. At one point Precious steals food
from a fast food restaurant, which appeats to be driven by desperation and lack of money rather
than malice.

Violence and cruelty including sexual abuse are discussed below undet s3(3)(a) (@) and s3(3)(a)(ii).
The publication does not contain any matters that requite discussion under s3(2) of the FVPC
Act.

Sections 3(3)(a){i) and 3(3)(a}(1i) of the FVPC Act telate to the extent and degree to which, and
the manner in which, the publication desctibes, depicts or otherwise deals with the infliction of
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setious physical harm, acts of significant cruelty and sexual violence. At the beginning of the
feature Precious is the tatget of many bullies. The strongest acts of physical violence and
psychological cruelty are performed by her mother. She controls her through violence, threats of
violence, and breaking down her confidence. Eatly in the featute she throws objects at
Precious’s head, tells her she is stupid and she should have abotted her, and forces her to eat
heavy fried food though she is not hungty. Precious also tells a social worket that she gave birth
to her first child on the kitchen floor while her mother kicked her. The effect of this treatment
on Precious is indicated when her teacher Blu helps her learn to read: Precious can barely hear
Bluw’s voice over the sounds (in her head) of her mother shouting at her, her father’s heavy
breathing, and 2 slapping noise.

Precious’s mother is also abusive to others. She treats Precious’s fitst child, who has Down’s
Syndrome, with contempt and later drops Precious’s baby Abdul deliberately. At this point
Precious fights back against her mother by pushing her against 2 wall and then breaking her
prized television. By the end of the story Precious is able to show compassion for others; she
gives her scarf away to a child with a black eye, and she appears determined to care for her own
children.

She has also managed to escape from sexual mistreatment. In an early sequence the viewer sees
Precious lying on her back on a bed, and brief shots establish that 2 man 1s pulling at her clothes.
He lies on top of her, as the camera focuses on Precious’s face. The sequence then moves to
Precious’s dreamlife, as she envisions herself as a beloved celebrity. Tt is only later comments
about how Precious’s father “gave” her this baby and “the one before it” that reveal that the
abuse is incestuous.

Precious’s mother is complicit in the sexual abuse, having done nothing to protect her daughter.
In a final confrontation with Precious while a social worker watches she attempts to explain her
perspective. She says that the abuse began when Precious was 3 years old and her father Carl
reached over and touched Precious, saying that it was good for her. She doubted that it was
abuse because Precious didn’t scream, and is can only feel anger towards het daughter because
she took Catl away from her.

It is subtly implied that Precious’s mothet also sexually abuses het. The viewer sees Precious’s
mother in bed and her panting, and the movement under the bedclothes indicate that she is
muasturbating. She calls out to Precious to “come take care of Mommy”. Though nothing more
is seen the implication is cleat.

In another scene Precious is sexually heckled by a group of men on the street. She ignores them,
but one of the men pushes her over.

All of this material is difficult to watch but it effectively explains how difficult it is for Precious to
escape her situation. It is only after Precious statts confiding in sympathetic women, including
her social worker and her teacher, that she is able to find perspective. Precious tells Blu that
“Love beat me, raped me, called me an animal”, and Blu has to explain to her that she is not
talking about love.

In terms of s3A of the FVPC Act the feature contains some hightly offensive language including
“fuck”, “slut” and “whote”. This supports the need to resttict the feature’s availability to older
audiences.
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The dominant effect of the feature as a whole is of an emotionally powerful story with an
uplifting message. The actors deliver strong performances, and the feature is touted to be a
contender for film awards. Because of its clear message, hard-hitting emotional feel and teenage
heroine the feature is likely to appeal particulatly to oldet teenage gitls. Itis also likely to appeal
to mainstream audiences interested in stoties about people and emotions.

A restriction on the publication's availability is due to its treatment of mattets of violence
including sexual violence, cruelty and crime. The treatment of sexual, physical and psychological
abuse in the feature is likely to upset most viewers. The maturity and expetience and older
teenagers and adults possess enables them to place these elements into the context of the feature
as a whole, which is actually about a gitl’s successful battle to escape abuse. Younger audiences,
on the other hand, are likely to be upset by the depictions of abuse, and to catry these
imptessions with them, causing nightmares and persistent upsetting thoughts. For these reasons,
the publication is restricted to an audience aged 16 years of age and over.

Note:
Copyright Office of Film and Literature Classification. This document may be reproduced in whele but not in part
without written permission except for brief quotations embodied in articles, reports or reviews.
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ID Section

CONSIDERATION SHEET
OFLC ref: 0901838.000
Submission channel: s12(1)

Title of publication:
Other known title:
Medinm:
Distributor:
Director:

Producet:

Country of origin:

Precious: Based On The Novel Push By Sapphire
Push: Based On The Novel By Sapphire

DVD

Hoyts Distribution NZ Ltd

Lee Daniels

Sarah Siegel-Magness
Gary Magness

United States

Language: English

Applicant: Film & Video Labelling Body
Examination transcript No: 501 pp285

Examination date: 18 January 2010

Classification Officer{s):

Other identifying
information:
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COMPONENTS OF FILM

Components of film originally examined:

ID Section

Components Running time
Feature(s): Precious: Based On The Novel Push By 109:22
Sapphire
Total running time: 109:22

Components of film excised:
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Examination

EXAMINATION

Section 23 Examination and classification —
...the Classification Office shall examine the publication to detetmine the classification of the
publication.

Section 24 Soundtrack to be considered -

Whete a film is intended to be viewed with an accompanying soundtrack (whether or not the
soundtrack is an integral part of the film), an examination of the film under s23 of the Act shall also
take mto account the content of the soundtrack and its relationship to the film.

Description of Publication:

The publication is a DVD containing a feature which will be released as a film. The feature, based
on a cult novel, Is set in 1987 and focuses on Precious, 2 pregnant African-American 16-year-old.
Precious is physically and psychologically abused by her mother, and flashbacks indicate that her
now absent father sexually abused her, resulting in two pregnancies. After Precious starts going to
an alternative school she finds the strength to change her life and move away from her mother. Soul
and pop music plays at times, especially during shots of Precious’s fantasies.
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Section 20 — Synopsis of Written Submissions

Section 21 Other Assistance

OFLC Ref: 0901838.000

Statutory Submissions

Not Applicable | X f

None Requested

See Record of Assistance
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Other Relevant Information

Other Relevant Information None Considered j X |

In reaching a classiftcation decision the Classification Office may consider a variety of information
including previous decisions of the Classification Office or other censorship bodies, tesearch,
books, articles, reviews, and information obtained from the Intetnet. If you have used any of this
information please record this below.

Previous decisions

Classification Body ~ OFLC [ ] vra [ ]
[]

Chief Censorof Film [ | IPT

Title:

Publication/Certificate/Decision No.

Other Sources (please specify and reference):
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Classification

CLASSIFICATION

Section 3 Meaning of “objectionable”-

£3(1) - @ putblication is objectionable if it describes, depicts, excpresses, or otherwise deals with matters sneh
as sex;, horror, crime, cruelty, or vioknce in such a manner that the availability of the publication is
likely to be dnjurions to the public good.

Subject Matter Gateway

The Coutt of Appeal's interpretation of the words "matters such as sex, horror, crime, cruelty or
violence” in s3(1), as set out in Living Word Distributors v Human Rights Action Group (Wellington) [2000]
3 NZLR 570; (2000) 6 HRNZ 28, must also be taken in to account in the classification of any
publication:

[27] The words "matters such as" in context ate both expanding and limitdng. They expand the
qualifying content beyond a bare focus on one of the five categories specified. But the
expression "such as" is narrower than "includes", which was the term used in defining
"indecent” in the repealed Indecent Publications Act 1963. Given the similarity of the content
description in the successive statutes, "such as" was 2 deliberate departure from the
unrestricting "tcludes”.

[28] The words used in s3 limit the qualifying publications to those that can faitly be described
as dealing with matters of the kinds lsted. In that regard, too, the collocation of words "sex,
hotror, ctime, cruelty or violence", as the matters dealt with, tends to point to activity rather
than to the expression of opinion or attitude.

[29] That, in our view, is the scope of the subject matter gateway.

The content of the publication must bring it within the "subject matter gateway". In classifying the
publication therefore, the question is whether or not it deals with the following:

Matters such as sex

Included as a "matter such as sex" is any publication that in terms of s3(1A) —

{a) oo i5 or contains 1 or more visual images of T or more children or young pevsons who are nude
or partially nude; and
(&) those 1 or more visual images are, alone, or tfogether with any other contents of the publication,

reasonably capable of being regarded as sexnal in nature.
In Precious’s world sex is dangerous. It is connected with abuse and violence, as discussed below.
Precious’s mother talks about sex a lot, using blunt terms. She accuses Precious of “fucking around”
with her man and tells her that she and her boyfriend never “did it up in the ass”.
Matters such as horror
N/A
Matters such as erime
The feature deals with crime including sexual, physical and psychological zbuse, theft and fraud. The
abuse and fraud is presented as being inherently wrong. At one point Precious steals food ftom a
fast food restaurant, which appears to be dtiven by desperation and lack of money rather than
malice.
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Classification

Mutters such as cruelty

Discussed in association with violence below under s3(3)(a)(i).
Matters such as violence

Discussed in association with cruelty below under s3(3)(a)(i).

Or — The content of the publication does not bring it within any "subject matter gateway". l:l

For publications that fall outside the “subject matter gateway” go to s3A and s3B

Section 3(2) Certain publications are deemed to be objectionable —

Under s3(2) of the FVPC Act, a publication is deemed to be objectionable if it promotes or supports,
or tends to promote or support, certain activities listed in that subsection.

In Moonen v Felm and Literature Board of Review (Moonen I}, the Court of Appeal stated that the words
"promotes ot supports” must be given "such available meaning as impinges as little as possible on
the freedom of expression" ' in order to be consistent with the Bill of Rights. The Court then set out
how a publication may come within a definition of "promotes or supports” i s3(2} that impinges as

litile as possible on the freedom of expression:

Description and depiction ... of a prohibited aciivity do not of themselves necessarily
amount to promotion of or support for that activity. There must be something about the
way the prohibited activity 1s described, depicted or otherwise dealt with, which can faitly be
said to have the effect of promoting or supporting that activity.”

Mere depiction or description of any of the s3(2) matters will generally not be enough to deem a
publication to be objectionable undet s3(2). When used in conjunction with an activity, the
Classification Office defines "promote” to mean the advancement or encouragement of that activity.
The Classification Office intetprets the word "suppott” to mean the upholding and strengthening of
something so that it is more likely to endure. A publication must therefore advance, encourage,
uphold or strengthen, rather than merely depict, describe or deal with, one of the matters listed 1n
$3(2) for it to be deemed to be objectionable under that provision.

53(2)(a) The exploitation of children, or young persons, or both, for sexcual purposes.

Lo Moowen v Filpr and Literature Board of Review (Moonen IT) [2002] 2 NZLR 754, the Court of Appeal
stated that the absence of definitions of "young persons” and "children" in s3(2)(a) was deliberate.
The provision does not require proof of the models’ ages; it requites an assessment of whether or
not the publication in which the models appear promotes or supports the exploitation of children or i
young persons for sexual purposes:

The legislation 1s concerned with the vulnerability of young people and with the cotrosive
injury to the public good of depicting persons percetved to be children or young people as
subjects for exploitation. The Board propetly assessed whether the publication of the
photographs would tend to promote or support the exploitation of children or young

* Moonen v Filw and Literature Board of Resiew [2000] 2 NZLR 9 at para 27,
? Above n2 at para 29.
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Classification

persons, not limited to the impact on the patticular petsons photographed. The inquity
under s3 does not require the ascertainment of the precise age of the person photogtaphed.”

It was Parliament’s intention therefore that s3(2}(a) should apply to any publication as defined in the
Act, that promotes, supports, or tends to promote ot support, the exploitation of children or young
persons for sexual purposes. As long as a publication at least tends to promote or support such
exploitation, whether or not it depicts underage models, no underage models or no models at all is
irrelevant to the proper application of s3(2){a). The issue is whether, on the evidence presented by
the publication itself, the publication at least tends to promote ot support the exploitation of
children or young persons for sexual purposes.

N/A

£3(2)(b) The use of violence or coercion to compel any person to partivipate in, or submeit to, sexnal
CONHCT.

N/A

s3(2)() Sexcrial conduct with or upon the body of a dead person.

N/A

$3(2)(d) The use of urine or excrement in association with degrading or debumanising conduct or sexual
conduct.

N/A

$3(2)(e) Bestializy.

N/A

s32)0 Acts of torture or the infliction of extreme violence or extreme cruelty.

N/A

If the publication promotes and supports, or tends to promote and support, any of the 3(2)
provisions above and is deemed objectionable go to the Bill of Rights section.

However, section 32 of the FVPC Act directs the Classification Office to consider whether it would
classify the publication differently if the material falling under s3(2) were excised ot altered. If an
excision were made, the publication would no longer fall under 3(2) of the FVPC Act. If the
publication contains material that falls under 3(2) which can be excised ot altered, go the Excisions
section and then return to s3(3) and 3{4} below.

Otherwise, if the publication does not fall under s3(2) consider the following matters:

Section 3(3) Matters to be given particular weight —

In determining, for the purposes of the Act, whether or not any publication (other than a publication
to which subsection 3(2) of this section applies) is objectionable or should in accordance with section
23(2) be given a classification other than objectionable, the following matters shall also be
considered:

...particular weight shall be given to the extent and degree to which, and the manner in which, the
publication describes, depicts, or otherwise deals with...

$3(3)(a)(i) Acts of torture, the infliction of serions physical harm, or acts of significant cruelty.

* Moonen v Fity and Literature Bourd of Review [2002] 2 NZLR 734 at para 40.
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Classification

and

£3(3)(a) () Sexual violsnce or sexcual coercion, or violence or coercion in association with sexual conduct.
At the beginning of the feature Precious is the target of many bullies. The strongest acts of physical
violence and psychological cruelty are performed by her mother. She controls her through violence,
threats of violence, and breaking down her confidence. Eatly in the feature she throws objects at
Precious’s head, tells her she is stupid and she should have aborted het, and forces her to eat heavy
fried food though she is not hungry. Precious also tells a social worker that she gave birth to het
first child on the kitchen floor while her mother kicked her. The effect of this treatment on Precious
is indicated when her teacher Blu helps her learn to read: Precious can bately hear Blu’s voice over
the sounds (in her head) of her mother shouting at her, her father’s heavy breathing, and a slapping
noise.

Precious’s mother is also abusive to othets. She treats Precious’s first child, who has Down’s
Syndrome, with contempt and later drops Precious’s baby Abdul deliberately. At this point Precious
fights back against her mother by pushing her against a wall and then breaking her prized television.
By the end of the story Precious is able to show compassion for others; she gives het scatf away to a
child with a black eye, and she appears determined to care for her own children.

She has also managed to escape from sexual mistreatment. In an early sequence the viewer sees
Precious lying on her back on a bed, and brief shots establish that a man is pulling at her clothes. He
lies on top of her, as the camera focuses on Precious’s face. The sequence then moves to Precious’s
dreamlife, as she envisions herself as a beloved celebrity. It is only latet comments about how
Precious’s father “gave” her this baby and “the one before it” that reveal that the abuse is incestuous.

Precious’s mother is complicit in the sexual abuse, having done nothing to protect her daughter. Ina
final confrontation with Precious while a social wotker watches she attemnpts to explain her
perspective. She says that the abuse began when Precious was 3 years old and her father Carl
reached over and touched Precious, saying that it was good for her. She doubted that it was abuse
because Precious didn’t scream, and is can only feel anger towards her daughter because she took
Catl away from her.

It is subtly implied that Precious’s mother also sexually abuses her. The viewer sees Precious’s
mother 1 bed and her panting, and the movement under the bedclothes indicate that she is
mastucbating. She calls out to Precious to “come take care of Mommy”. Though nothing more is
seen the implication is clear.

In another scene Precious is sexually heckled by a group of men on the street. She ignotes them, but
one of the men pushes her over.

All of this material is difficult to watch but it effectively explains how difficult it is fot Precious to
escape her situation. It is only after Precious starts confiding in sympathetic women, including her
social worker and her teacher, that she is able to find perspective. Precious tells Blu that “Love beat
me, raped me, called me an animal”, and Blu has to explain to her that she is not talking about love.

53(3)(a)(ii) Other sexcanal or physical condnet of a degrading or debumanising or demeaning nature.
N/A

5303 ) (@) Sexcaal conduct with or by children, or young persons, or both,

N/A

OFLC Ref: 0901838.000 Page 9 of 16




Classification

303 )(a)(z) Physical conduct in which sexnal satisfaction is derived from inflicting or suffering cruelty or
pain.

N/A

...particular weight shall be given to the extent and degtee to which, and the manner in which, the

publication

s3(3)(%) Excploits the nudity of children or young persons, or both.

N/A

$303)() Degrades, debumanises or deseans any person.

N/A

3 ga(d) Promotes or enconrages criminal acts or acks of tervorism.

N

$3(3) ) Represents (whether directly or by implication) that members of any particnlar class of the public

are inherently inferior to other members of the public by reason of any characteristic of members
of that class, being a characteristic that is a prohibited ground of discrimination specified in
section 21(1) of the Human Rights Aet 19932

N/A

3A Publication may be age-restricted if it contains highly offensive language likely to cause
setious harm’

3A(1) A publication to which subsection 3A(2) applies may be classified as a restricted publication
under section 23(2)(c)(1).

3412} This subsection applies to a publication that contains bighly offensive language fo such an extent
or degree that the availability of the publication would be likely, if not restricted to pevsons who
have attained a specified age, fo cause serions harm to persons under that age.

3A3) In this section, highly offensive Ianguage means langnage that is highly offensive io the
public in general.

Somie hightly offensive language including “fuck”, “slut” and “whote”. Requites restriction to

audiences over the age of 16 years.

3B Publication may be age-restricted if likely to be injurious to public good for specified
reasons

3B(2) This subsection applies to a publication that contains material specified in subsection (3) to
such an extent or degree that the availability of the publication would, if not restricted to petsons
who have attained a specified age, be likely to be njutious to the public good for any or all of the
reasons specified in subsection (4).

3B(3) The material referred to in subsection (2) is material that

3B(3)(a) describes, depicts, expresses, or otherwise deals with—

* The grounds of discimination prohibited by s21(1) of the Human Rights Act 1993 are sex, marital status, religious belief, ethical belief, colour, race,
ethnic or national origins, disability, age, political opinion, employment status, family status and sexual orientation.
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Classification

3B3)a)(E) Harm to a person’s body whether it involves infliction of pain or not (for example, self-
mutilation or similarly barmful body modification) or self-inflicted death.

3B i(a) (i) Conduct that, if imitated, wonld pose a real risk of serious havm to self or others or both.

3B(3)(a)(i:) Physical condnst of a degrading or debumanising or demsaning nature.

3B(3){k) is or tncindes 1 or more visnal images—

3B3)(k)) of a person’s body; and

3B3)E)GE) that, alone, or fogether with any other contents of the publivation, are of a degrading or

debumanising or demeaning nature,

N/A

3B(4) The reasons referred to 1n subsection (2) are that the general levels of emotional and
mtellectual development and maturity of persons under the specified age mean that the availability of
the publication to those persons would be likely to—

3BE)(a) Cause thews to be greatly disturbed or shocked; or

3Bi)(5) Increase significantly the risk of them killing, or causing serions harm to, themselves, others, or
both; or

3BE#)() Encourage them to treat or regard therwselves, others, or both, as degraded or debumanised or
demeaned,

N/A

3C Procedure for classification under sections 3A and 3B

In determining whether to classify a publication as a restricted publication in accordance with section
3A or section 3B, the Classification Office must consider the matters specified 1n paragraphs (a} to
(f) of section 3{4).

Section 3(4) Additional matters to be considered -

In determining, for the purposes of the Act, whether or not any publication (other than a publication
to which subsection 3(2) of this section applies) is objectionable or should in accordance with section
23(2) be given a classification other than objectionable, the following matters shall also be
considered:

s3@)a) The dominant effect of the publication as a whole.

The dominant effect of the feature as a whole is of an emotionally powerful stoty with an uplifting
message.

3 k) The impact of the medinm in which the publication is presented.

The impact of the feature will be enhanced by being shown as a film because its soundtrack and

imagery will be emphasised.

3@) () The character of the publication, including any merit, value or importance it bas in relation to
literary, artistie, social, cultural, educational, scientific or other matters.

Strong performances, and touted to be a contender for film awards.
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Classification

s34)(d) The persons, classes of persons, or age groups of the persons to whom the publication is intended
or is likely to be made availablk.

Because of its clear message, hard-hitting emotional feel and teenage heroine the feature is likely to

appeal particularly to older teenage gitls. Also likely to appeal to mainstream audiences interested in

stories about people and emotions.

s34)) The purpose for which the publication is infended to be used.

Entertainment.

BE Any other relevant circomstances velating fo the intended or likely use of the publication.
None.
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EBill of Rights Considerations

BILL OF RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990

Section 14 Freedom of expression -
Everyone has the right to freedom of excpression, inclyding the freedom to seck, receive, and impart information and
apiniors of any kind in any form.

Section 5 Justified limitations -
Subject 1o section 4 of this Bill of Rights, the rights and freedoms contained in this Bill of Rights may be subject only to
such reasonable lineits prescribed by law as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society.

Section 6 Interpretation conststent with Bill of Rights to be preferred -
Wherever an enactrent can be given a meaning consistent with the rights and freedoms contained in this Bill of Rights,
that meaning shall be preferred to any other meaning,

Discussion of Bill of Rights Considerations:

Considerations under s3(1), s3(3)(a)(i) and 3(3)(a)(ii} of the FVPC Act have been weighed against the
right to freedom of expression set out in s14 of the NZBR Act. The Classification Office considers
that the DVD’s treatment of matters of violence including sexual violence and cruelty render it likely
to cause injury to the public good unless restricted to an audience of older teenagers and adults. This
restriction 1s consistent with the NZBR Act and is the minimum restriction that can be applied on
the DV in order to prevent harm to the public good.
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Conclusion

CONCLUSION
Injury

If s3(1) applies to the publication the question is whether or not it deals with the matters discussed in
a manner that the availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to the public good. In
discussing injury consider the nature and severity of that injury, the likelihood of it occurring and
who would be injured by the publication's availability. The classification recommended must remedy
the injury identified. '

If s3B applies to the publication, the injury to the public good must be explained in terms of
s3B(4) of the FVPC Act.

If s3A applies to the publication, explain the age restriction in terms of how the language is likely
to cause serious harm to persons under the age of the restriction.

A restriction on the publication's availahility is due to its treatment of matters of violence including
sexual violence, cruelty and crime. The treatment of sexual, physical and psychological abuse in the
feature is likely to upset most viewers. The increased maturity and experience and older teenagers
and adults possess enables them to place these eletnents into the context of the feature as a whole,
which is actually about a girl’s successful battle to escape abuse. Younger audiences, on the other
hand, are likely to be upset by the depictions of abuse, and to carry these impressions with them,
causing nightmares and persistent upsetting thoughts. For these reasons, the publication is restricted
to an audience aged 16 years of age and over.
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EXCISIONS/ ALTERATIONS

Section 32 - Excisions from and alterations to film —

Excisions/Alterations

In the case of a film submitted for classification under any part of the Act other than s29(1) and
41(3) (court referrals), if the Classification is of the opinion that it would classify the film differently
according to whether any specified part or parts of the film are excised from or left in the film, it
shall, before making a final determination in respect of the classification of the film, follow the

procedure prescribed by section 33.

Section 33(1) directs the Classification Office to notify the authotised distributor of the filin of the
classification that would be given if part or patts of the film were excised ot altered, and, the
classification that would be given if the specified part or parts wete not excised or altered.

Section 33(5) provides that, in deciding whether or not to propose excisions or alterations, the
Classification Office may consider the effect that any such excision or alteration may have on the

continuity of the film or on its overall effect.

EXCISIONS SUMMARY

| None (for non-moving image and s29(1) / 41(3) publications) |

No excisions recommended (for all other moving image
publications)

X

| Excisions/alterations recommended |

Number of Excisions/Alterations:

Brief Description:
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Display Conditions

PUBLIC DISPLAY CONDITIONS Not Applicable

Section 27 Conditions relating to the display of restricted publications —

Whete the Classification Office classifies any publication as restricted, the Office shall in every case
consider whether or not to impose conditions on the public display of that publication, and may
impose such conditions at the time of classifying the publication.

In determining whether or not conditions in respect of public display should be imposed, the
Classification Office must have regard to:

$27(2)(a) The reasons for classifying the publication as a restricted publication.
Because of how it deals with violence, including sexual violence, and cruelty.

$27(2)(6) The terms of the classification given to the publication.
Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained
the age of 16 years.

$27(2)(c} The likelibood that the public display of the publication, if not subject to conditions or, as the case may be,
any particular condition, wonld cause offence fo reasonable members of the public.
The title is inoffensive when seen 1 isolation. No display conditions are necessary.

Section 27(3) directs that where the Classification Office considers that the public display of the
publication, if not subject to conditions undet this section, would be likely to cause offence to
reasonable members of the public, the Classification Office shall, at the time of classifying the
publication, impose such conditions under this section in respect of the public display of that
publication as it considers necessary to avoid the causing of such offence.

OFLC Ref: 0901838.000 Page 16 of 16
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