WRITTEN REASONS FOR DECISION SECTION 12

HEADNOTE
Type of Publication: DVD
Title of Publication: Shoot 'Em Up
Other known title: Shoot Em Up

OFLC Publication 703123
Reference No:

Decision: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years.

Display Conditions:  Nil

Descriptive Note: Contains violence, offensive language and sex scenes.

The DVD Shoot 'Em Up is restricted to adult viewers because of its high extent and degree of
violence, the occasional inclusion of sexual material intended for adults and the frequent use
of highly offensive language.

The main component is the feature Shoot ‘Em Up (83 min), a black comedy that sends up the
"shoot-'em-up” action genre. Additional components consist of several deleted or alternative
scenes, extensive behind-the-scenes footage, an item on the drawn animation used to plan
scenes and three trailers for the feature.

The feature opens with a man (Clive Owen) sitting at a bus stop eating a carrot. A man with a
gun runs past in pursuit of a terrified and very pregnant woman. The man (known only as
Smith} is reluctantly stirred into action: he delivers the baby while fending off numerous
hitmen. When the woman is killed by a stray bullet, he - again reluctantly - rescues the baby.
The remainder of the feature revolves around his efforts to look after the child (he approaches
a lactating prostitute) and to find out why the gang wants the baby dead. Other elements of
the superficial storyline include a dying presidential candidate and gun control supporter who
has several women impregnated so that he can harvest the babies' bone marrow. On the
opposite side is a wealthy arms manufacturer responsible for hiring the gang to kill the
women. FBI men are also in the picture. Mayhem ensues as Smith, the baby and the
prostitute run from all these groups.

Matiers of sex and violence have been considered under s3(1) and s3(3)(a)(i) of the FVPC
Act. Offensive language has been considered under s3A. The material does not fall under the
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criteria of s3(2). The juxtaposition of sex and violence has been considered under s3(3)(a)(ii)
but does not affect the classification.

The feature contains sexual scenes and incidents with a sexual tone, such as the gang leader
cupping the breast of a dead woman. The main woman character is a lactating "hooker"
(known as DQ - "Dairy Queen") and there are brief glimpses of prostitutes engaged in sexual
activity. DQ is interrupted with a diaper-wearing client who is pulled from her breast and told
the bar is closed. However, the man is not seen suckling. The standout sexual scene is
between Smith and the prostitute, who form a relationship. The scene begins with foreplay,
including a male hand between the woman's legs. Naked upper torsos moving in a simulation
of intercourse are then shown. The gang arrive and the couple roll off the bed, still joined,
and intercourse evidently continues while Smith periodically turns and sprays bullets at the
attackers.

Gun battles pepper the feature and are frequently the focus of other components. The extent
and degree of the infliction of serious physical harm is extremely high. As one character
comments, "Violence is one of the most fun things to watch." Few scenes in the feature go by
without a shoot-out and the body count is enormous. When guns don't work, hero and villains
resort to other methods, such as physical assault or demolition derbies in fast cars. The
strangest weapons are the hero's trademark carrots, which are plunged into heads through the
mouth or eye (and seen protruding from the back of one man’s head). There is a macabre
humour attached to much of the violence: spent bullets drop on the distended belly of the
woman giving birth, for instance. Violence is certainly not intended to be realistic or even
very plausible - the hero walks away unscathed from gun battles. There are plenty of
spectacular stunts, such as a mid-air shoot-out before the combatants’ parachutes open, and
the fast pace of such material tends to lesson its impact. However, guns are typically used,
especially by the hero, in wide circular sprays of bullets that are evidently intended to kill the
maximum number of combatants. Fountains of blood burst from the heads and bodies of
those hit, albeit briefly. A torture scene where the hero's thumbs and fingers are broken is
realistically nasty. Some deaths go beyond the "one man against the odds" scenarios and
become deliberate and callous executions.

Highly offensive language consisting mainly of the expletive "fuck" and its derivatives is
fairly frequently heard. There is a likelihood of serious harm arising if children, in particular,
emulate adult users of highly offensive language and thus attract social sanctions.

The availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to the public good unless it is
restricted to adults. The feature is a black comedy that combines an implausible story with
non-stop mayhem presented at breakneck speed. The body count is high. The material is full
of the kind of gleefully mad and often tasteless humour that many viewers are likely to find
offensive. However, in spite of the humorous treatment and the deconstructive effect of the
behind-the-scenes material, the extent and degree of callous and bloody violence is such that
children and young persons are likely to be disturbed by it. The presentation of such material
for entertainment is also likely to desensitise young viewers to media portrayals of violence, 1
with the associated risk of desensitisation to violent situations in real life. The sexual content,
while not present to a great extent, includes some images associated with prostitution and ‘
others where sex and violence are juxtaposed. This material is intended for adult viewers and,
along with the considerable amount of highly offensive language used, reinforces the
conclusion that the availability of the publication requires a restriction to people who have
reached the age of 18 years.
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Written reasons are not legally required for section 12 submissions, but it is the policy of
the Classification Office to provide them.

Copyright Office of Film and Literature Classification. This document may not be reproduced
in whole or in part by any means in any form without written petmission except for brief

quotations embodied in articles, repotts or teviews.
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