WRITTEN REASONS FOR DECISION SECTION 12

HEADNOTE
Type of Publication:  Film 35mm
Title of Publication:  Shooter
Other known title: Not Stated

OFLC Publication 700637
Reference No:

Decision: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years.

Display Conditions:  Nil

Descriptive Note: Graphic violence

Shooter 1s classified as objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to
petsons who have attained the age of 16 years because of its treatment of matters of violence.

The publication Shester is a 35mm film directed by Antoine Fuqua, based on the novel Point gf
Impact by Stephen Hunter. It is comprised of one complete feature with a running time of 126
min 53 sec.

The film Shooter is about a former Marine Cotps scout snipet, Bob Lee Swagget, who moves into
exile after being left stranded during a mission. With the threat of an assassination attempt on
the President, Colonel Isaac johnson persuades Swagger to come out of retirement in the aide of
serving his country one last time. Due to his expertise in ballistics, Swagger is asked to plan an
assassination for the purpose of determining whether or not a snipet can shoot the President
from a range of up to a mile. Swagger puts in place this plan but at the time of the expected
assassination attempt, the Archbishop of Ethiopia is shot instead of the President, with Swagger
framed for the assassination. From that point onwards, Swagger is on the run to save his life and
uncover the corruption, deceit and state sanctioned mass murder that has engulfed senior
members of government and armed forces.

The publication deals with matters of ctime, cruelty and violence in tetms of s3(1) of the FVPC
Act. The extent and degree to which, and the manner in which, the publication depicts acts of
significant cruelty and the infliction of serious physical harm is discussed in trelation to s3(3)(a)(0).
The publication does not deal with any matters relevant to s3(2).

The publication deals with matters of crime in terms of s3(1) of the FVPC Act through the
prevalent gratuitous killing of men during armed warfare, assassination of the Archbishop, and
the state sanctioned mass murder of a tribe in Ethiopia. The vatious violent acts resulting in
death are discussed under s3(3)(a){1).
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The publication deals with matters of cruelty and violence. All of the acts of violence are
formulaic and gratuitous with an emphasis on high impact, fast paced action sequences. This
includes spectacular explosions that kill large numbers of enemy soldiers, as well as the final

climactic scene of Swagger detonating an explosion in the house that holds the corrupt Senator
and Colonel. This 1s futther discussed under s3(3)(a)(i).

The infliction of serious physical harm is extensive throughout the publication. There are a high
number of action sequences where large scale killings by guns and armouted helicoptets occur.
The first scene opens with Swagger and his Marine Cotp colleague in a battlefield taking aim and
killing enemy soldiers. The camera zooms in on the scope of the rifle so that the viewer can see
the soldier as he is hit by the bullet and killed. The depiction of such killings is extensive
throughout the film, with the viewer being exposed to many scenes of a similat natute.

Other acts of gratuitous violence include helicopter fire that shoots and kills enemy soldiets,
point blank range killings, and hand-to-hand combat when Swagget stabs rival men to death
whilst on the run. In many of these depictions of violence, the viewer sees the tival men
suffering massive injury, including their heads being blown off and bullets penetrating their
bodies. Some of the killings take on a cruel element, such as when Swagger shoots off the hand
of a man on a mountain top, instead of killing him mercifully. The viewer is then exposed to the
blood and fleshy remains of the mjured man’s wiist, followed by Swagger shooting off the
temainder of the man’s atm.

An act of torture and cruelty in this film is shown when an ostracised FBI agent is interrogated
for information leading to Swagger. The man is tied up to a grisly appatatus and forcefully fed
water to wash out the drugs he has been dosed with. The apparatus has a gun attached to it in
an attempt to fake the suicide of the FBI agent. 'The interrogation is eventually foiled when
Swagger shoots dead the men holding the FBI agent hostage.

The dominant effect of this publication as a whole is a formulaic, high intensity action film
involving explosions and choreographed violence. The unrestricted availability of the
publication 1s likely to be injurious to the public good. The publication contains extensive
depictions of violence which are likely to be distutbing to children and younger teenagers. Older
teenagers and adults are able to put these elements of the publication into context, because of
experience and maturity which younger teenagers and children are unlikely to possess. Taking
these factors into account the availability of the publication is likely to be injutious to the public
good unless restricted to an audience of 16 years and over.

Written reasons are not legally required for section 12 submissions, but it is the policy of
the Classification Office to provide them.

Copyright Office of Film and Literature Classification. ‘This document may not be reproduced
in whole or in part by any means in any form without written permission except for brief
quotations embodied in articles, reports or reviews.
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