WRITTEN REASONS FOR DECISION SECTION 12

TITLE OF PUBLICATION: | Team America World Police

OFLC REF:401748

HEADNOTE
Type of Publication: Film 35mm
Title of Publication; Team America World Police

Other known title: Not Stated

OFLC Publication
Reference No: 401748
Decision: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is

restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years.

Display Conditions:  Nil.

Descriptive Note: Contains violence, offensive language and sex scenes.

The publication entitled Team America World Police is classified as objectionable except if
the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16
years. This classification is due to the manner in which the publication deals with matters of
sex and violence.

Team America World Police is an American comedy film made by the creators of the
television series (and film) South Park. The feature's cast is entirely made up of marionettes,
and the film is composed in such a way as to often send up the obvious lack of realism lent by
the non-human cast. In some close-up shots of the characters' faces for example, despite
dramatic music, no emotion is portrayed. The film gleefully makes fun of the current
political climate, including many digs at gung-ho American attitudes to other countries, and
Hollywood actors' often misguided political stances.

The plot centres on an actor named Gary, who is recruited to join the Team America World
Police to help fight terrorism by dressing up as a Middle Eastern terrorist. A series of
ridiculous showdowns, in which the Team save the world while showing little regard for
anyone who is not American, are punctuated by dialogue which is clichéd and nonsensical.
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Much of the film's humour is deliberately tasteless, with scenes including a protracted
vomiting sequence, and there is a lot of offensive language throughout. Bombastic comic
rock songs make up the sound track.

The publication deals with matters of sex in the form of high level references and sex scenes.
A lot of the verbal humour revolves around the shockingly frank dialogue. For example, one
of the team members assails Gary with highly detailed threats including "I'll drili two holes in
your dick so that when you pee it comes out in two different directions”. In the final act of
the film, Gary delivers a speech using a metaphor in which all people can be classified as
either "pussies”, "dicks" or "assholes". The metaphor uses sexual terminology to relate
political attitudes to others, encompassing sexual acts including anal sex. The Team America
theme song, which is played several times, contains lyrics including "America — fuck yeah, so
lick my butt and suck my balls", sung in a pompous fashion.

Most of the references do not relate to depicted activity. However, an ongoing joke relates to
Gary's belief early in the plot that the man who recruited him wished Gary to perform fellatio
upon him. Late in the film the man tells Gary that he will only trust him again if he performs
the act. Gary's head disappears from view for a few seconds before their conversation
resumes.

Gary and another member of Team America, Lisa, are depicted having sex at one point. This
humorous scene is presented at first in a similar way to romantic sex scenes in mainstream
Hollywood films. During the scene the puppet characters are placed in a variety of sexual
positions that mirror those in adult sex films, and clumsily manipulated to approximate sexual
activity.

The publication deals with matters of violence. There are numerous depictions of violence to
the puppet characters, including stabbings and shootings. These depictions are discussed
below in terms of s3(3)(a)(i).

There are no matters within the publication that require discussion under s3(2) of the FVPC
Act.

Section 3(3)(a)(i) of the FVPC Act relate to the extent and degree to which, and the manner
in which, the publication describes, depicts or otherwise deals with the infliction of serious
physical harm. The manner in which the publication deals with the infliction of serious
physical harm is in line with the style of the film, as violence is always presented
unrealistically, sometimes humorously and often pointedly. For example, in the opening
scene, Team America battle terrorists in a comic book-style Paris, gunning down many
terrorists. However, the scene is presented in the manner of a typical action film, as it is only
when a member of the team is shot that the camera focuses on the victim for any period.
Wounds are indicated by splashes of red paint in these scenes.

The most violent scenes occur towards the end of the film, and the most sadistic deaths are
reserved for the North Korean dictator Kim Jong Il and various Hollywood actors. The
actors' deaths are more gruesome, because when their bodies are penetrated a fleshy red
substance is exposed. When the Helen Hunt puppet is cut in half, for example, there is a
close up of the severed lower half.
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The dominant effect of the publication as a whole is of an irreverent and over-the-top parody
of American cultural and political conventions. The cast of puppets allows the filmmakers to
push the limits of what can be depicted onscreen, in a manner reminiscent of the use of
animation in South Park. A restriction on the publication's availability is due to its treatment
of matters of sex and violence. Adults are considered likely to be able to put the sexual and
violent elements of the publication into context, because of experience and maturity that
younger teenagers and children are unlikely to possess. Therefore the publication is restricted
to an audience aged 16 years of age and over.

Written reasons are not legally required for section 12 submissions, but it is the policy of the
Classification Office to provide them.

Copyright Office of Film and Literature Classification. This document may not be reproduced in
whole or in part by any means in any form without written permission except for brief quotations
embodied in articles, reports or reviews.
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