WRITTEN REASON FOR DECISION SECTION 12

TITLE OF PUBLICATION: The Beach

OFLC REF:108

HEADNOTE
Type of Publication: Video recording
Title of Publication: The Beach
Other known title: Not Stated

OFLC Publication
Reference No: 108

Decision: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons
who have attained the age of 16 years.

Display Conditions: Nil.

Descriptive Note:  Contains violence, offensive language, drug use and sex scenes.

The Beach is classified as objectionable except if the availability of the publication is
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. This classification is because of
the extent and degree to which and the manner in which the feature depicts violence, drug
use, sex, and offensive language.

The Beach is a British 35 mm film with a running time of 119 min 55sec.

The film revolves around Richard, a young American back-packer in Thailand. In a Bangkok
hostel Richard meets a crazed Scot who gives him a map for a mysterious island in the Gulf
of Thailand, before killing himself. With a French couple, Richard manages to get to the
island, and finds it inhabited by a hedonistic commune of ex-patriot back-packers, as well as
armed Thai marijuana farmers. Richard becomes part of the commune, and falls in love with
Francois, the French girl he arrived on the island with.
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Events turn sour for Richard after a trip to the mainland, when he relays to the commune
leader, Sally, that he gave a copy of the map to a group of Americans. Richard is banished to
one side of the island to await their arrival, then witnesses their murder by the marijuana
farmers. The film ends with the dissolution of the commune.

The film is accompanied by a voice-over from Richard and a variety of mostly techno-dance
music.

The film contains one sex scene and another scene involving female breast nudity. The sex
scene, between Richard and Sally, takes place behind a mosquito net and is inexplicit.
However, it is still clear what is taking place. There is also another scene where Richard and
Frangois finally make love. They are depicted in the surf under cover of moonlight kissing,
and Francois's bikini top is removed, revealing her breasts. The scene is shown in a tender
way, and is not particularly titillating,

The film also contains the regular use of offensive language, but it is not used in a gratuitous
way, ot in a manner which makes a significant impact upon the film.

Nothing in this film falls under s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification
Act 1993, The film does contain material that must be considered under s3(3), namely
s3(3)(a)(i) and s3(3)X(d), on account of the depiction of four American back-packers being
shot, and the way in which drugs are dealt with.

The film depicts violence and the infliction of serious harm, occasionally to a high degree.
There are three strong examples of this. The first involves a drawn out sequence depicting
two men who have been attacked by a large shark. One of the men is seriously wounded: one
of his legs has been badly mauled, and he has gaping wounds around his mid-riff. The
wounds are only shown briefly and from a slight distance, but are realistically presented. The
scene then depicts the other victim. Ie is shown on a beach with a large tear in his calf-
muscle. Blood is shown strewn along the beach and in the water. The sequence in which
Richard discovers the Scot's body is also disturbing. Dried blood is depicted sprayed all over
the walls of a room before the corpse 1s discovered.

The other strong example of the infliction of serious physical harm involves four American
back-packers being shot by the marijuana farmers. Having stumbled upon the field, they are
caught by the farmers. When one of them starts to panic they are shot, one by one, not in an
execution style, but at relatively close range. Blood is seen exploding from the wounds, and
when one of the victims is shot, blood is sprayed onto Richard's face (who witnesses the
murders). Two of the shootings are shown in slow motion. While the sequence is short, the
shootings make a distinct impression upon the film. This is especially so since they follow a
tense build up and because, up until this sequence, most of the film focuses upon the laid
back and hedonistic lifestyle of the commune.

The film encourages a criminal act, namely the use and cultivation of marijuana, by
consistently depicting it throughout the film.

In the first half of the film Richard is depicted smoking marijuana cigarettes. The smoking
itself is shown in an indifferent manner. However, marijuana smoking is encouraged by
presenting the lead character (and film's hero) smoking marijuana in a matter-of-fact, casual
way. This ambivalent attitude is reinforced by the hedonistic and appealing way in which the
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commune is presented, where marijuana appears to be freely available. However, marijuana
smoking appears to be an accurate reflection of the culture associated with back-packers
touring Thailand. Marijuana cultivation is also dealt with. One of the leading attractions of
the island (to the back-packers) is the fact that marijuana grows abundantly there. On atrival,
Richard and the French couple are clated when they discover a field of marijuana. Their
elation soon wanes when they see the armed farmers. It is also revealed that the commune
grows marijuana to sell in order to subsidise its existence. Again this is presented as normal
and acceptable, if not legitimate. However, the dangerous side to growing is also shown,
especially as the Thai farmers are always shown as dangerous: they carry assault rifles, and of
course murder the four American tourists. However, no other negative aspects of drug taking
or the drug trade are shown.

The film is an adaptation of a book which maintains a cult-status amongst back-packers in
South-East Asia. The dominant effect is of a travel adventure which exposes the ugly under-
belly of an attempt to preserve a secret back-packers' haven in Thailand. The excitement of
the film's tempo is maintained throughout, the scenery in which the most of the film is set is
beautifully captured, giving the publication artistic merit. The film's main star, Leonardo
Dicaprio, will also increase the film's appeal to teenagers.

The extent, and degree which, and the manner in which the film depicts sex, violence, and
drug taking, means that the film's availability is likely to be injurious to the public good
unless restricted. The Classification Office is of the view that older teenagers will be able to
cope with the film's content, and that a restriction to an audience of older teenagers and adults
is necessary to minimise any likely injury.

Written reason for decision is not required for section 12 submissions. It is the policy of the
Classification Office to provide written reasons for section 12 submissions.
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